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TO  THE 


READER. 


A  Giant  is  never  feen  to  fo  great 
advantage,  as  when  a  Dwarf  is  placed 
by   his    fide.      The   moft  eminent 
Painters  have  availed  themfelves  of  the 
high  effed  of  contraft,  and  exprefled 
it  upon  Canvas.    The  moft  beautiful 
Profpedls  in  Nature  attraQ:  our  admira- 
tion from  the  fame  Refult.    Whilft  the 
great  Work  of  John  Hunter  is  open 
before  you  upon  your  Writing  Delk, 
X  do 
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do  me  the  honour  to  take  this  in  your 
Hand. 

To  thofe  who  have  not  already 
purchafed  that  great  Work,  I  have  to 
obferve,  that  I  have  faithfully  given, 
as  far  as  I  have  already  gone,  the  Ma- 
terial Text  of  the  Original  upon  which 
my  Comment  is  formed. 

And  to  all  my  Readers  I  promife,  to 
perfift  in  my  Review  of  the  whole  of 
his  Treatife  at  my  firft  leifure  Hours. 

Dean  Street^  So/jo,! 
June  gtbf  1786.  5 
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T  T  13  the  duty  of  every  profeflioilal  mln  to 
combat  fuch  opinions  in  fcience^  as  are 
either  not  founded  in  truth,  of  would  be  per" 
nicious  in  pra6tice.  Speculative  innovations 
which  tend  more  to  bewilder  than  to  inform, 
and  which  are  propofed  merely  to  obtain  a 
name  are  doubtlefs  worthy  of  reprehenfion. 

I  therefore  fhall  affert  my  right  of  offering  to 
the  public  my  objections  to  the  new  opinions 
of  John  Hunter  in  his  late  Treatife  on  the 
Venereal  Difeafe.  Becaufe  I. cannot  permit, 
as  an  individual  in  the  profeflion  of  Surgery, 
that  doctrines  I  find  extravagant  fliould  pafs  at 
leaft  without  remark,  or  that  they  {hould  be 
received  without  my  proteft. 


B 


Throughout 


CO  I 

Tliroughoiit  my  obje(Sl*ions,  I  wifh  to  be 
nnderrtood,  that  it  is  the  theory  of  the  Pro- 
feflbr  that  ftands  in  my  way,  and  not  the 
Profeflbr  himfelf.  No  intention  can  be  further 
from  me  than  perfonal  attack.  If  I  fling  his 
theory,  I  mean  to  leave  the  man  harmlefs. 

I  confider  myfelf  in  the  fituation  of  a  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  in  a  caufe  at  iflue,  who,  after  he 
has  heard,  with  attentive  patience,  the  cafe 
of  his  opponent,  rifes  with  an  humble  hope, 
but  w^ith  a  diffidence  that  alarms  him,  to  re- 
fcue  eftabiifhed  principles  from  unaccountable 
innovations,  and  to  protect  truth  from  the 
violence  of  perverfion.  The  Profeflbr  has 
had  my  patient  reading  ;  and  the  attention  I 
have  paid  was  arrefted  by  the  moft  implicit 
fubmiffion  ;  for  although  I  have  only  the  ho- 
nour of  his  acquaintance,  as  we  have  met  in 
the  way*of  our  profeffion,  although,  unfor- 
tunatelv,  when  I  have  had  recourfe  to  chirur- 
gical  aid,  the  Profeflbr  has  not  been  alwa3^s 
the  perfon  whofe  opinion  I  have  invoked  ; 
yet  who  is  there  among  us  that  delights  in 
theory  or  practice,  but  mufl  know  the  emi- 
nent fituation  he  Hands  in  ?  who  can  talk  of 
Anatomical  Improvements,  where  his  name  is 
not  mentioned  with  honoiu'  ?    who  has  not: 

(  heard! 
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heard  of  his  experimental  excellence  ?  who 
does  not  applaud  him  to  the  very  Echo  for 
his  knowledge  in  Comparative  Anatomy  ?  I 
wilh  my  panegyrick  could  go  further,  but 
here  it  mufl  flop. 

Along  time  fince  we  have  heard  of  this  ela- 
borate woik.  A  work,  as  it  was  formerly  an- 
nounced in  the  public  prints*,  that  was 
to  fet  criticifm  at  defiance,  and  fo  exalted, 
in  points  of  improvement,  above  others,  as 
.to  throw  them  at  the  mofl  humble  dif- 
tance.  The  prophecy  that  was  foretold,  is  at 
length  come  to  light,  and  the  Profeflor  is 
to  be  the  inftrument  in  Venereal  Redemp- 
tion ;  his  produ(^lion  has  fcattered  our  fears  to 
to  the  wind.  The  Venereal  Difeafe  will  no 
longer  be  dreadful. 

Confidering  myfelf  now  in  full  poffeffion 
of  the  attention  of  my  readers,  I  fliall  pro- 
ceed with  my  obje6tions  ;  but  not  without 
■  begging  their  patience,  which  I  do  the  more 
chearfully,  as  I  know  that  they  feel  to- 
wards the  Profeflor  as  I  do,  not  the  leaft 
wearied  out  by  unintelligible  abftrufenefs,  or 


*  ViJe  paragraphs  in  the  Spring  1785. 

B  z  contrary 


contrary  ajfTertions.  But  at  the  fame  time, 
it  may  be  right  to  remark,  that  the  length 
of  the  Profeffor's  work,  however  we  may  be 
dehghted  with  his  talents,  was  not  abfolutely 
iiecefTary  ;  fnice,  notwithftanding  the  clearnefs 
of  his  head,  and  Iiis  extenfive  judgment,  he 
has  devoted  many  of  its  pages  to  mortifying 
confcffions  of  ineffecSlual  refearch. 

Nullum  jiumen  ah  eft  ft  ftt  prudentia,  ^faid  Ju- 
venal.   But  how  came  the  ProfelTor  fo  much 
off  his  guard,  as  not  to  retain  that  propiti* 
:  ous  guardian  in  his  fervice  ?    Was  there  not: 
one  of  his  friends  at  his  elbow,  to  put  himi 
in  mind  of  fuch  neceflary  precaution  ?  No; 
one  to  lay  before  him  the  danger  of  embark-' 
ing  as  an  author  ?    No  one  to  tell  him  that 
the  higheft  point  of  honour  is  the  pinnacle  of 
danger,  from  which  he  may  topple  with  pre-- 
cipitation  ?     The  opportunities  in  his  early 
life  that  Di'*  Hunter's  diHeding  room  afforded; 
would  have  made  a  dunce  ufefid  ;  how  then 
could  they  fail  to  make  the  ProfelTor  a  profi- 
cient ?r-rr.\Vhy  did  he  miftake  education  for: 
genius,  why  the  mechanifm  of  Anatomy  for 
Chirurgical  fuperiority  ? 


I  hopo) 
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I  hope  the  ProfelTor  will  take  this  in  good 
part,  and  that  he  is  difpofed  to  put  on  as 
chearful  a  countenance  as  I  am — As  his  theory 
goes  only  to  fympathy  in  pain,  I  wifli  to  be 
indulged  to  fympathife  with  hiiij  in  plea- 
fure. 

The  profelTor  complains  that  his  opinions 
have  made  their  way  to  the  world  under 
other  names.  I  wifh  to  know  who  they  are 
that  entertain  them.  My  reafon  may  be  bet- 
ter guefled,  than  told.  But  let  us  proceed  to 
examine  the  ProfelTor' s  budget  of  new  opi- 
nions beginning  with  his  IntroduSlioti, 


\,   On  Sympathy, 

This  he  tells  us  is  one  of  his  new  opU 
n'wns,  and  explains  it  as  applicable  to  thofe  af-' 
fe£lions  from  Venereal  Poifon  which  have  been 
hitherto  underflood  to  be  inflammation  in  any 
•particular  part,  arifing  from  the  tranflation  of 

mereal  poifon  to  that  part. 

The  ProfefTor  tells  us,  "  that  the  fwelling 
*J  of  the  Tefticle   in  confequence  of  a  go- 

**  norrhoea 
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"  norrhoea  is  produced  from  partial  fympa  ji 
thy  ;  and  that  the  fymptomatic  fever  is  ai 
univerfal  fympathy  arifing  from  the  partia 
•one.    A  hedic  fever  is  an  univerfal  fympa 
thy  with  a  local  difeafe  which  the  conf^ii. 
tution  is  not  able  to  overcome.    This  takei 
place  oftener   and   in  greater  degree  ir 
•:*'ithe  Lues  Fenerea,  than  in  any  other  form 
of  the  difeafe.'*    He  goes  on  to  fubdivlde- 
.  his  fympathies,  through  which  I  fhall  not  fol 
low  him  :  I  lhall  content  myfelf  with  carrying 
along  with  me  the  fpirit  of  his  theory,  and], 
by  applying  it  to  pradice  as  he  applies  it,  exa- 
mine how  far  his  arguments  hold,  and  whatt 
the  advantages  are,  that  may  be  derived  frorm 
this  new  arrangement ;  whether  the  particu- 
lar diflin£tions  which  he  makes  be  in  termsi 
only  ;  whether  they  be  evident  improvementss 
worthy  of  general  adoption  ;  or  whether  they/ 
i  be  not  in  many  inftances  calculated  to  mif* 
?lead. 
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1, 

II.  Of  Difeafed  ABions  being  incompa^ 

tible  with  each  other, 
:  III.  Of  the  Powers  of  different  Parts  of 
the  Body  from  fituation^  from  flruc^ 
ture. 

IV.  Parts  fufceptihle  of  JDifeafes^ 

V.  Infammation. 

VI.  Mortifications 

All  this  is  comprefTed  within  eight  pages, 
and  I  thank  the  profeffor  for  this  brief.  I 
lhall  not  fail  of  availing  myfelf  of  this  gene- 
rous advantage,  whenever  he  brings  either  of 
thefe  leading  principles  into  play  ;  I  ftiall 
watch  how  they  are  applied,  applaud  them 
when  I  can,  condemn  them  when  I  mull: ; 
being  neverthelefs  difpofed  where  I  find  them 
perfedly  innocent  not  to  roufe  them  into 
adion  at  all. 


Part.  I. 


Vm.  I.  Chap.  I.  Page  9," 

0/  the  Venereal  Poifon, 

The  Venereal  Difeafe,  the  Profeffor  calls 
*'  a  morbid  poifon  to  diflingulfli  it  from  other 
"  poifons,  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral." 

I  call  it  an  animal  poifon  peculiar  to  man. 
To  call  it  by  any  other  name  would  be  admitting 
that  all  other  animal  poifons  were  pofleffed  of 
the  fame  properties.  Now  as  they  all  differ 
in  their  a6tion  and  efFe^l,  1  fee  no  reafon  for 
calling  this  a  "  morbid'^  and  not  an  animal 
poifon. 

I .  Of  the  frjl  Origin  of  the  Poifon, 

The  ProfefTor  fhrinks  from  the  enquiry,  in- 
to the  origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and 
refers  us  to  Aftruc,  and  to  an  anonymous  au- 
thor. The  fad  is,  and  my  readers  fhall  be 
told  it,  that  the  authors  who  flourifhed  at  the 
flrft  appearance  of  this  difeafe  in  Europe,  have 
■defcribed  the  firfl  fy mptoms,  not  conformable 

to 
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to  the  theory  of  the  Profeflbr,  as  I  lhall  fhow 
hereafter. 

'fhe  firft  Author  that  can  be  traced  t  be* 
lieve  on  this  Difeafe,  was  Nicolaus  Leoni- 
cenXis  of  Vicentia,  j^fmo  1497.  And  no  lefs 
than  thirty-three  authors  wrote  on  the  fame 
l)ifeafe  after  him,  to  the  time  of  Johannes 
Baptifta  Montanus  of  Verona.  Now  all  thefei 
thirty- three  authors  fay  not  a  word  about  a 
gonorrhoea^  or  any  other  difeafe  of  the  Ure- 
thra. Johannes  Baptifta  Montanus,  firft  ob- 
ferved  and  cured  a  gonorrhoea  ji^mio  1556* 

The  above  account  mufi  be  true,  for  who  cin 
fuppofe  that  thirty-three  authors,  eager  as  they 
were  at  that  time,  to  defcqibe  this  new  dif« 
eafe  in  all  its  conditions^  would  have  been 
lilent  upon  fo  important  a  lymptom  as  go- 
tiorrhcea,  if  any  fuch  had  then  exilled  ?  Tile 
Venetian  Colleclion  furnifhes  us  with  this  in- 
formation* 

Of  the  origin  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  alfo 
my  readers  may  find  much  information  and 
argument  in  No.  357  and  365  of  the  Philofo- 
phic  Tranfadlions. 


c 


Page  14,  8cc.  Of  the  Tolfon  he- 
ing  the  fame  m  Gonorrhoea  and  in 
Chancre, 

The  ProfelTor  in  this  feflion,  enquires  into 
the  manner  by  which  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
was  communicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Iflands  in  the  foiith  feas. 

This  enquiry  he  introduces  to  prove  that 
the  poifon  is  the  fame  in  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre.  I  (hall  be  glad  to  be  informed  by 
the  Profeflbr  who  ever  doubted  but  that  it  was 
the  fame  ?  I  entirely  agree  with  him  that  it 
is.  But  if  he  imagines  that  his  appeal  to  the 
relation,  given  us  by  Wallis  and  Cook,  con- 
firms it,  I  totally  differ  from  him.  Notliing 
that  either  Wallis  or  Cook  has  faid  upon  the 
fubjedl,  can  give  authority  to  the  Profeffor  to 
draw  fuch  a  conclufion.  Wallis  proves  that 
he  did  not  introduce  the  difeafe  there  Cook 
found  it  there,  but  makes  no  mention  of  go- 
norrhoea, chancre,  or  bubo.    *'He  prefumed^ 


*  Hawkfworth's  Voyages,  OtSlavo  Edition,  Vol.  I. 
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"  tliat  they  had  found  a  fpecihc  for  it,  as  he 
Qw  fome  on  whom  the  difeafe  had  made  a 
"  great  progrefs.  And  one  who  went  away 
"  infeded,  returned  after  a  fhort'th-ne  in  per- 
"  fe£l  health."  Again  he  fays,  "  But  fome 
"  had  fallen  vidims  to  its  rage,  abandoned  by 
"  their  neareft  relations,  their  hair  and  their 
"  nails  fell  off,  and  their  flefh  rotted  from 
their  bones  He  fays  again  in  his  laft 
voyage,  particularly  defcribing  their  condi- 
tions. *'  Broad  ulcers  with  thick  white  edges 
"  that  were  fhocking  to  look  at.  And  yet  he 
"  met  with  fome  that  feemed  ta  he  cured  of 
"  it,  and  others  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
"  cured ;  but  this  was  not  effected  with- 
"  out  the  lofs  of  the  nofe,  or  the  befl  part  of 
itt." 

Afterwards  he  tells  us,  "  that  the  difeafe  is 
"  now  almoft  univerfal ;  for  thi^  they  feem 
to  have  no  effectual  remedy.  I'hey  allpw 
that  in  a  few  cafes,  nature,  without  the 
affiftance  of  a  phyncian,  exterminates  the 
"  poifon,  and  perfed  recovery  is  produced  ; 

Hawkfworth's  Voyages,  061avo  Edition,  Vol.  III. 
p.  82,  83. 

Cook's  Northern  Voyage,  Vol.  I.  p.  ^82.  Dublin 
Edition, 

C  2  they 
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*^  they  alfo  fay  if  a  man  is  infedled  with  it, 
he  will  often  cornmiinicate  it  to  others  in 
the  fame  houfe  by  feeding  out  of  the  fame 
utenfils  or  handling  them 

The  ProfefTor  afferts  that  Cook  has  de- 
fcribed  the  difeafe  to  be  in  every  form  f,"  as 
he  has  given  us  no  reference,  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
know  in  what  part  of  his  voyage  he  has  made 
fuch  a  declaration. 

Now  how  do  thefe  reports  apply  at  all  to 
the  purpofe  in  point,  and  for  which  the  PrOf 
fefTor  def]gns  them  ?  It  appears  that  *-he  Ve- 
nereal fymptoms  mentioned  by  Cook,  are 
fymptoms  of  the  confirmecl  Lues  Venerea  ; 
and  as  Cook  fays  nothing  of  gonorrhoea, 
the  conclufions  of  the  Profeifor  can  be  only 
prefumptive,  which  may  as  well  be  formed 
put  of  a  dream,  as  from  this  appeal, 

To  prove  that  gonorrhoea  and  chancre  arife 
from  the  fame  poifon,  he  has  made  a  voyage 
to  the  South  Seas.  As  I  faid  before,  no  one 
ever  doubted  the  fad,    But  no  fuch  inference 

Cook's  Voyage,  Vol,  11.  p.  148.  Dublin  Edition. 
^  Yi^e  Page  i^. 

is 
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is  to  be  drawn  from  any  of  the  accounts  of 
the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  as  it  was  found  in 
the  iflands  of  the  South  Seas.  Not  a  word  is 
faid  of  gonorrhoea,  and  it  is  at  leail:  worthy  of 
remark,  and  I  hope  my  readers  will  particu- 
larly attend  to  it,  that  this  filence  concerning 
a  gonorrhoea  in  thirty-three  of  the  authors, 
when  it  was  originally  imported  into  Europe, 
proves  it  more  than  probable,  that  gonorrhoea, 
and  chancre  may  arife  out  of  lues  venerea,  as 
well  as  lues  venerea  out  of  gonorrhcEa  and 
chancre :  or  how  came  gonorrhoea  to  be  noti- 
ced fifty-three  years  after  all  other  fymp- 
toms  ? 

What  had,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  the 
imperfed  defcription  of  a  difeafe  in  general 
given  by  men  unacquainted  with  nice  venereal 
diftindions  to  'do  with  the  ProfefTor's  cafe  in 
point,  or  what  was  there  in  the  difeafe  on  the 
Qther  fide  of  the  equator,  that  could  not  be 
better  compared  at  home  ? 


Page 
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Page  17.  Of  the  Caufes  of  the  Poifon- 
ous  ^ality.  Fermentation,  Aciion, 

The  Profeflbr  examines  very  abftrufely 
into  the  caufe,  and  the  zdiion  of  Venereal 
Poifon.  As  it  is  too  obvious  that  a  fpecific 
irritation  belongs  to  venereal  virus,  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  upon  the  fubjecfb  here,  but  wait 
to  fee  if  he  applies  his  theoretic  ideas  to  more 
practical  fuccefs. 


Page  23.    Of  the  different  Forms  of  the 

Difeafe, 

The  Profeffor  fays,  the  Venereal  Difeafe 
affedts  the  body  two  ways,  local  and'  conftl- 
tutional.  The  local  are  gonorrhoea  and 
chancre,  the  conftitutional,  blotches,  ulcers, 
thickened  periofteum  and  bones.  There  is 
alfo  an  intermediate  way,  which  he  fays  is 
the  bubo.  All  thefe  are  more  violent  or  fa- 
vourable, rapid  or  flow  in  fome  than  in 
others. 

Page 
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Page  26.   Of  the  Lues  Venerea  being 
the  Caufe  of  other  Difeafes. 

The  ProfelTor  obferves,  that  the  lues  vene- 
rea roufes  into  a£tion,  fcrofula,  cancer,  and 
otlier  difeafes,  where  there  is  a  predifpoling 
caufe  in  the  conftitution  ;  and  with  much 
modefty  concludes,  *'  that  it  is  impoflible  to 

take  notice  of  every  variety  of  fymptoms; 

but  that  if  his  general  principles  be  juft, 
*'  they  will  help  to  explain  moft  of  the  fin- 

gularities  of  the  difeafe." 

If  the  Profeffor  had  throughout  his  work 
meafured  the  truth  of  his  new  opinions  by  the 
uniformity  they  fhould  have  produced,  if 
his  above  obfervation  had  been  his  rule  of 
right,  we  fhould  have  had  no  occafion  to 
remark  the  contrary  efFeds,  and  all  have  re- 
ceived profit,  where  w©  have  met  with  dif- 
appointment. 


Page 
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Page  29.  Of  Gonorrhoea, 

At  length  we  are  arrived  at  the  imme* 
dlate  fubjedt  of  gonorrhoea,  and  I  congratu- 
late my  readers  upon  it  ;  for  upon  this  theme, 
ingenious  as  the  Profeffor  is  allowed  to  be,  I 
think  he  will  not  have  the  opportunity  of 
flourifhing  beyond  all  comparifon. 

He  tells  us,  and  very  properly,  that 
*'  when  an  irritating  matter  of  any  kind  is 
"  applied  to  a  fecreting  furface,  it  encreafes 
"  that,  fecretion."  But  he  tells  us  alfo,  but 
not  with  the  fame  propriety,  "  that  this  ir- 
"  ritatihg  matter  changes  the  fecretion,  which 
"  in  the  prefent  difeafe  is  pus." 

The  Profeffor  fays,  that  "  until  about  the 
year  1753,  it  was  generally  fuppofed  that 
'*  the  matter  from  the  Urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea 
"  arofe  from  an  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  that  paf- 
*'  fage ;  but  from  obfervation  it  was  then 
proved  that  this  was  not  the  cafe."  I  be- 
lieve with  the  ProfelTor,  that  it  is  now  uni- 
Verfally  underftood  that  ulcers  in  the  Urethra 
do  not  prevail  at  leafl  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea  ; 

or 


or  ill  other  words,  that  the  dlfcharge,  called 
bv  the  Profcflbr  pus,  is  not  produced  from 
ulcers.  This  laft  oblervatioii  of  the  Profef- 
for  has  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of 
furnifhing  us  with  the  hiftorick  fountain  from 
whence  he  drew  this  wonderful  ftore  of  in- 
formation. 


A  little  before  the  above  date,  Dr.  Hunter 
upon  opening  the  thorax  of  a  child,  found  in 
the  cavity  a  large  quantity  of  pus  loofe ;  with 
the  furfaces  of  the  lungs  and  plura  furred  over 
with  a  more  folid  fubftance  hmilar  to  coagul- 
able  lymph  ;  on  removing  this  from  thofe 
furfaces  they  were  found  entire.  Mr.  Sharp 
was  prefent,  who  foon  after  publilhed  his 
Ci"itical  Enquiry,  in  which  he  introduced 
what  the  Profeffor  calls  this  fad,  "  that  mat- 
"  ter  may  be  formed  without  the  breach  of 

fubftance.'*  The  ProfelTor  proceeds  further 
to  elucidate  this  fubje6l,  but  as  I  think  ra- 
ther out  of  humour  and  fomewhat  off  his 
guard,  I  fhall  drop  it,  having  here  already  fet 
down  what  is  neceffary  for  my  purpofe,  and 
proceed  to  examine  whether  the  difcharge 
from  the  Urethra  m  a  gonorrhoea  be  pus,  or 
encreafcd  mucus  from  irritation  ?  For  here 
I  mean  to  make  a  confidcrablc  fland  againft 

D  the 
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the  Profeffor,  and  to  call  to  my  aid  every  au- 
thority that  I  can. 

Whoever  has  confidered  what  was  the  caufe 
of  pus,  uniformly  agrees  that  it  muft  arife 
neceffarily  out  of  a  folution  of  the  parts 
where  that  pus  was  formed.  Now  as  no  ul- 
cer is  found  in  a  recent  gonorrhoea,  as  no  def- 
trudion  of  the  parts  are  offered  in  Vindication 
of  fo  uncommon  an  affertion,  that  the  difcharge 
from  the  urethra  is  pus ;  why  has  the  Profefforfo 
roundly  given  this  fecreted  fluid  the  unqualified 
appellation  of  pus  ?  The  definition  of  the  word 
will  not  admit  its  application  here,  and  the  de- 
finition of  the  difcharge  proves  that  fad.  A 
gonorrhoea  may  appear  in  fix  hours  after  in- 
fe(5lion,  or  it  may  be  fix  weeks,  fo  the  Pro- 
feflbr  admits ;  but  no  perfon  ever  felt  irritation 
in  the  urethra  without  looking  for,  and  expell- 
ing at  the  fame  time  to  fee  difcharge.  The 
former  is  feldom  prefent  unattended  by  the  lat- 
ter. 

Does  our  obfervation  upon  this,  anfw^er  to  the 
idea  of  pus  ?  If  without  any  lnfe(5tious  impu- 
tation, what  the  profefTor  calls  a  fimple  go-- 
iiorrhoea  makes  its  appearance,  and  if,  it  has 
followed  almoil  immediate  connedion,  here 
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more  difcharge  is  inftantaneoufly  produced 
from  lefs  irritation  and  no  virus — What  was 
the  procefs  to  form  this  pus  ?  Where  is  the 
lofs  of  fubftance  ?  From  whence  does  fuch  a 
deluge  of  fluid  draw  its  fource  ?  Where  was 
the  previous  inflammation  ?  The  fever  ?  No, 
fays  he,  "  when  an  irritating  matter  of  any 
kind  is  appHed  to  a  fecreting  furface,  it  en- 
"  creafes  that  fecretion  and  changes  it  from  its 
"  natural  ftate  (whatever  that  be)  to  fome 
"  other  which  in  the  prefent  difeafe  is  pus." 
but  in  the  Ample  gonorrhoea,  unfortunately  for 
the  Profeflbr,  no  irritating  matter  was  applied 
that  either  he,  or  I  know  of,  for  I  will  take 
iipon  myfelf  to  anfwer  for  him  in  this  inftance, 
yet  the  difcharge  appears  to  be  the  fame  ;  for 
who  at  fight  can  make  the  diflin6lion  ? 

If  the  ProfeflTor  had  exprefl[ed  himfelf  fome- 
what  after  the  following  manner,  for  I  would 
not  differ  with  him  about  the  mere  word,  "  Ir- 

ritation  upon  the  fecreting  furface  of  the 
"  urethra  may  produce  difcharge  without 
"  breach  of  fubftance ;  this  ought  to  be  called 

encreafed  mucus  from  an  irritating  caufe  ; 
"  but  as  I  (hall  be  often  under  the  neceffity  of 

ufuig  this  compound  expreffion,  and  as  I  am 

at  a  lofs  for  a  word  that  exprefles  its  full 

D  2  «  mean- 
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meaning,  I fhall  ufe  the  word  pus  ;  but  at  the 
*'  fame  time,  I  beg  to  be  underftood,  that  the 
*'  word  pus,  is  not  to  be  conceived  in  this  in- 
' '  ftance  in  its  general,  but  in  the  abflraaed  fenfe 
*'  that  I  have  now  given  to  it  by  this  explana- 
"  tion."  This  would  have  fatisfied  me,  but  no- 
thing lefs  fhall  fatisfy  me ;  I  fhall  continue  tore- 
fufe  my  confent  to  the  Profeflbr's  opinion,  and 
although  I  pretend  to  no  uncommon  fagacity, 
although  I  have  not  made  mankind  my  ftudy 
with  that  zealous  and  unremitting  ardour  that 
the  pious  anchorite  performs  his  duties  in  reli- 
gion, yet  I  know  why  the  ProfefFor  perfifts  to 
call  this  fecreted  fluid  pus ;  and  my  readers  fhall 
Vnow  it,  becaufe  Mr.  Pott  fays  it  is  not  pus,  I 
fhall  content  myfelf  with  flinging  the  weight 
of  his  authority  into  my  fcale,  and  then  leave 
it  to  my  readers  to  determine  which  of  us  kick-s 
the  beam, 

**  Thefe  two  fluids,  pus  and  mucus,  which 
have  been  fo  frequently  confounded  together, 
*'  do  really  differ  fo  widely  from  each  other  in 
*'  their  nature,  conftltution,  Iburces,  purpofes, 
"  and  effeds,  that  to  diflinguifh  them  proper- 
ly,  and  to  point  out  the  true  character  of 
^*  each,  feems  to  be  a  matter  of  much  import- 

ance  : 
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ance  :  it  would  carry  me  too  wide  from  my 
prefent  purpofe  to  attempt  it  in  this  place,, 
and  therefore  I  fliall  only  jufh  mention  what 
may  ferve  merely  to  illuflrate  that. 

If  I  conceive  rightly  of  this  affair,  mucus., 
confide  red  in  a  general  fenfe,  is  the  efFe£lof 
a  natural  fecretlon  made  by  glands,  mem- 
**  branes,  or  other  bodies  appointed  for  that 
*^  purpofe,  and  is  fo  far  from  being  originally 
*'  the  confequence  of  difeafe,  that,  in  a  due 
quantity,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for  feve- 
*'  ral  very  important  purpofes,  in  the  animal 
oeconomy;  which  purpofes,  when  this  fluid 
is  deficient,  mufi:  be  ill-executed,  and  fome 
kind  of  difeafe  or  defecl  follow :  whoever 
**  will  reflect  upon  the  ufes  of  it  in  the  intef- 
"  tines,  joints,   flieaths,   or  capfulas  of  the 
**  tendons,  in  the  finufes  of  the  IkuU  ferving 
*'  the  purpofes  of  fpeech,  in  the  cavity  of  the 
^'  nofe,  where  the  olfactory  nerves  do  their 
**  duty,  in  the  proftate  gland,  larynx,  trachea, 
urethra,  and  vagina,  will  be  eafily  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  this  affcrtion,  both  with 
*<  regard  to  its  natural  ufes  in  a  healthy  ftate 
and  proper  quantity,  and  the  fhare  it  fre- 
qucntly  has  in  the  produflion  of  difeafes, 
^'  when  it  is  cither  vitiated  or  redundant, 

"  Pus, 
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:  -"  Pus,  or  matter,  is  certainly  no  natural 

fecretion;  fupperation,  though  it  is  an  act 
"  of  nature  when  fome  parts  of  the  body  have 

been  forcibly  divided  from  each  other,  is 

nevertheleis  to  be  regarded  as  the  effed  of 
*'  violence  and  deftrudion,  at  leafl:  of  divifion ; 
"  for,  without  entering  minutely  into  the 

origin  or  nature  of  it,  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
*'  ture  to  affirm,  that  the  diffolution  of  fome 
"  of  the  folid  particles  of  broken  cappillary 

vefTels,  and  a  mixture  of  fome  part  of  the 
"  juices  which  fhould  circulate  through  them, 

make  a  neceffary  part  of  its  production; 
*^  how^ever  conftant  its  appearance  may  be  in 

the  progrefs  toward  healing  a  wound,  or 
«'  fore,  yet  it  never  is  produced,  even  in  the 

fmalleft  quantity,  without  fome  degree  of 
*'  erolion,  fome  breach  in  the  natural  flru6:ure 
*'  of  the  parts  ;  and  whenfuch  breacli  is  heal- 

ed  the  difcharge  neceflarily  ceafes. 

"  On  the  contrary,  mucus  may  by  irrita- 
"  tion,  relaxation,  or  defluxion,  on  its  fecre- 
*'  ting  or  containing  parts  or  organs,  be  in, 
creafed  to  a  quantity  far  beyond  what  is 
neceffary  or  ufeful,  and  produce  thereby  a 
difeafe  in  parts  where  there  is  not  the  leaft 
*'  degree  of  folution  of  continuity,  as  in  the 
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cafes  of  tenefimis  ftone  in  tli^  bladder,  fiuor 
"  albus,  and  fimple  gleets  from  the  urethra ; 

as  alfo  in  that  khid  of  defluxion  on  the  nofe 
*'  and  fauces,  producing  a  catarrh,  and  in  the 
*'  immediate  effeft  of  all  flernutatories. 

"  Other  differences  between  the  nature  and 
"  properties  of  the  two  fluids  might  be  men- 
««  tioned;  but  if  thefe  already  cited  are  jufl:, 
«  they  will  be  fufficient  to  evince  the  impro- 
«  priety  of  confounding  them  together,  either 

with  regard  to  theory  or  pradtice. 

Nor  is  this  miftake  of  difcoloured  mucu3 
for  matter  confined  to  the  lachrymal  fac 
"  only  ;  the  two  circumflances  of  pain,  and 
*'  yellow  colour,  having  in  almoft  all  times 
produced  the  fame  mifconception  in  the 
**  virulent  gonorrhoea  of  both  fexes  :  this  has 
"  been  called  pus,  and  being  faid  to  proceed 
*'  from  ulcerations  in  the  urethra  and  vagina, 
*'  though  the  repeated  teftimony  of  thofe  who 
have,   immediately  after  death,  examined 
"  the  parts  of  perfons  fo  difeafed,  has  often 
*'  been  produced  to  the  contrary,  and  though 
*'  the  difcharge  itfelf,  when  properly  examined 
*'  will  always  prove  the  contrary :  inflaxnma- 
*'  tion  and  irritation  of  the  membranous  linings 

of 
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of  the  urethra,  and  vagina,  will  fully  ac- 
"  count  for  all  the  appearances  in  this  difcafe 

in  which  there  is  neither  matter,  nor  ulcer, 
"  nor  abfcefs :  whoever  will  attend  to  the  dif- 
"  charge  made  from  a  purulent  ulcer,  will 
*'  find  it  widely  difterent  from  that  which 
*«  iflues  from  either  of  the  above  p^rts  in  the 
"  gonorrhoea."  *■ 

So  much  for  this  queftion,  which  I  cannot 
quit  without  expreffmg  my  grateful  thanks  to 
the  author,  whofe  opinion  I  have  jufl  borrowed, 
for  the  gi"eat  information  I  have  received  from 
his  works  in  furgery.  His  lively  imagination, 
deep  penetration,  enlightened  underflanding, 
and  great  experience  have  raifed  him  above  my 
panegyrick ;  his  Ikill  in  furgery  will  be  long 
remembered  ;  "  he  has  not  only  lengthened 
but  gladened  life"-t- 

Page  31.    Of  the  T!ime  between  the  Ap- 
plication and  EffeB. 

The  Profeffor  examines  into  the  different 
diflances  in  time,  for  gonorrohcea  to  make  its 

*  Vide  Pott  oil  Fiftula  Lacrymalls,  p.  313. 
•\"  Johnfon. 
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appearance  after  infedion ;  and,  in  order  that 
there  may  be  fcope  enough,  he  grants  a  latitude 
from  fix  hours  to  fix  weeks.    This  I  think  is 
allowing  a  generous  come  off,  both  for  the  pa- 
tient as  well  as  for  his  furgeon ;  and  it  is  alfo 
well  calculated  to  make  the  pofiticn  unexcep- 
tionable to  the  opinion  of  every  man  who  thinks 
for  himfelf.    How  true  it  is,  that  the  effect  is 
fometlmes  fix  weeks  after  the  application  I  will 
not  contend,  I  cannot  help  my  doubts.  But 
I  never  have  yet  heard  of  or  feen,  as  he  has> 
that  the  inflammatory  ftate  took  place  before 
the  difcharge  for  a  confiderable  time.  The  Pro- 
fefibr  would  have  caufe  to  exult,  if  it  were  the 
cafe;  for  upon  that  principle  alone  his  theory 
is  built.    If  the  inflammatory  ftate  did  take 
place  for  a  confiderable  time  before  the  fuppu- 
rative,  that  would  be  a  fatisfaftory  reafon  for  his 
calling  the  difcharge  pus.    But  with  his  leave 
in  fuch  an  infi:ance  only. 

Page  32.  Of  the  Difficulty  of  dif 
tinguiping  the  virulent  from  the  fm- 
pie  Gonorrhoea, 

This  fedlion  is  fo  replete  with  pofitions  of 
all  forts,  and  of  ail  times,  fo  cramed  with  <lif- 
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charges  that  may  be  produced  from  every  poffi- 
ble  caufe,  without  a  fmgle  clew  to  aid  us  in  dif- 
tiiiguifhing  one  fort  from  another,  that  it  feems 
to  be  written  for  the  purpofe  of  confounding 
all  diftindions.  And  I  certainly  fhould  have 
paffed  it  over,  had  there  not  been  found  in  it, 
fuch' materials  as  clearly  affure  me,  that  the 
Profeffor's  lingularities  have  not  even  lyflem  for 
their  bafis. 

I  congratulate  my  readers  that  we  recognife- 
here  the  old  word  virus,  as  I  feared  that  the; 
Profeflbr  had  banifhed  it  out  of  his  venereal! 
vocabulary.  Through  all  his  diftinclions  off 
fimple,  and  virulent  gonorrhoea,  I  cannot  fol- 
low him.  A  limple  gonorrhoea,  and  here  wej 
agree,  may  or  may  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  mam 
who  never  had  any  venereal' complaint,  or  any* 
chance  of  infedlion. 

But,  there  is  a  fentence  in  this  curious  fe£liom 
that  perhaps  may  excite  the  curiofity  of  my 
readers,  and  be  worth  my  obfervation,  *'  Im 

this  complaint  a  difcharge,  and  even  pain,, 
*'  attacks  the  urethra,  and  ftrange  fenfationss 
*'  are  every  now  and  then  felt  in  thefe  parts,, 
"•which  is  either  a  return  of  the  fymptons  of' 

the  venereal  difeafe  without  virus,  may  arifer 
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as  it  were  fpontaneoufly,  or  may  be  a  con- 
lequence  of  fome  other  dileafe.'*  I  fhall  not 
difpute  with  the  Profeflbr  upon  grammar  for 
many  delicate  reafons  ;  and  1  do  afTure  him,  I 
will  never  wilfully  mifconftrue  any  of  his  ideas ;  . 
I  would  not  accept  of  a  triumph  upon  any  fuch 
ground.  If  I  can  underftand  his  true  meaning, 
it  is  all  1  defire.  As  the  quotation  is  befor*  us 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  aik  the  Profeffor,  If 
he  calls  the  difcharge  without  virus,  puS 
alfo  r 

Page  34.  Of  the  Common  final  Intention 
of  Suppuration  not  anfwering  in  the 
prefent  Difeafe, 

In  other  words,  the  difcharge  from  the 
Urethra  being  increafed  fecretion,  and  not 
fuppuration,  it  cannot  be  reconciled  to  the 
doctrine  of  fuppuration.  The  Profeffor  fays, 
*'  that  general  irritation  upon  fecreting  lur- 
"  faces  endeavour  to  produce  their  own  def- 
"  truiStion  like  a  mote  in  the  eye,  which  by 
"  increafing  the  fecretion  of  tears  is  itfelf 

wafhed  away.*'    This  obfervation  is  very 

E  z  pretty, 
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pretty,  very  obvious,  and  flirewd.  But  fup- 
pofe  the  Profeffor  as  an  experimental  philo- 
fopher,  was,  inftead  of  the  mote,  to  apply 
gonorrhcBal  dlfcharge  to  the  eye,  would  that 
be  fo  readily  wafhed  away  ?  I  have  feen  two 
confequences  from  two  accidental  applications 
of  gonorrhoea!.!  difcharge  to  the  eye  :  The  one 
was  ^attended  by  me,  and  the  Profeffor  him- 
felf  was  called  in  to  be  confulted  upon  it 
The  other  was  attended  by  me,  and  Mr.  Pott 
was  called  in  and  conlulted  upon  it.  One  eye 
was  totally  loftj  and  the  other  was  with  dif- 
iiculty  fjiyed, 

Suppofe  a  perfon  to  be  attacked  with  a  cold, 
and  a  great  difcharge  is  produced  from  the 
nofe  ;  Is  the  irritation  in  this  inftance  got  rid  of 
after  the  fame  ingenious  manner  ?  What  is 
it  that  produces  that  irritation  ? ,  How  long  is 
the  nafal  membrane  irritated  before  the  in- 
creafed  fecretion  appears  ?  Does  the  Pro- 
feffor call  this  increafed  fecretion  pus,  in  all 
its  conditions,  either  when  thin  and  diaphan- 
ous like  gum  and  water,  or  when  like  an 
ufual  fecretion  orily  in  increafed  quantity  ? 


Vide  my  Critical  Encjuiiy,  fourth  Edition,  page  71. 
Cafe  XI.- 

The 


(    ^-9  ) 

The  Profeflbr  fays,  "  that  the  Venereal 
«  Difeafe  is  not  kept  up  by  the  pns  which  is 

formed,  but  like  many  other  fpecific  dif- 
"  eafes,  by  the  fpecific  quality  of  the  inflam- 

mation  itfelf."  The  Profeflbr  and  I  do  not 
difTer  much  in  this  opinion.  It  is  a  fpecific 
irritation  that  produceth  an  ,  increafed  fe- 
cretion  ;  which  fecretion  will  be  both  in  qua- 
lity and  quantity,  generally  in  proportion  to 
the  influence  of  the  fpecific  ftimulus  on  the. 
furface  of  the  Urethra.  The  fecreted  mucus 
muft  therefore  be  confidered  as  a  fymptom 
and  not  the  caufe. 

At  length  we  are  approaching  to  one  of 
thofe  new  opinions  of  the  Profeflbr,  the  right 
of  which  he  is  welcome  to  aiTert,  and  fo  may 
his  friends,  until  they  are  tired  out  in  the  fame 
manner,  that  he  fays  the  fpecific  irritation 
tires  out  the  parts  on  which  it  adls. 

"As  the  living  principle  in-  many  difeafes 
*'  is  not  capable  of  continuing  the  fame 
adion  ;  it  alio  lofes  this  power  in  the  pre- 
fent,  when  the  difeafe  is  in  the  form  of  a 
*'  gonorrhoea,  and  the  effe6l  is  at  laft  flopped, 
"  the  irritation  ceaflng  gradually.  This  cef- 
*'  fation  will  vary  according  to  circumftan- 

I  "  ces  ; 
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ces  ;  for  if  the  irritated  parts  are  in  a  ftate 
"  very  fufceptible  of  fuch  irritation,  in  all 
"  probability,  their  aftions  will  be  more  vio- 

lent  and  continued  longer  ;  but  in  all  cafes 
"  the  difference  mufl:  arife  from  the  differ- 
"  ence  in  the  conftitution,  and  not  from  any 
*»  difference  in  the  poifon  itfelf. 

*'  The  circumftance  of  the  difeafe  cea(inp- 

CD 

"  fpontaneoufly,  only  happens  when  it  at- 
tacks  a  fecreting  furface,  and  when  a  fe- 
cretion  of  pus  is  produced ;  for  when  it  at- 
tacks  a  non-fecreting  furface,  and  produces 
"  its  effe£ls  there,  that  is  an  ulcer ;  the  parts 
*«  fo  affeded  are  capable  of  continuing  the 
difeafe,  or  this  mode  of  allien  for  ever,  as 
will  be  taken  notice  of  when  we  lhall  here- 
after  confider  chancre.    But  this  difference 
"  between  fpontaneous  and  non-fpontaneous 
*'  cure,  feems  to  depend  more  on  the  differ- 
"  ence  in  the  two  modes  of  a6tion,  than  in 
the  difference  in  the  two  furfaces  ;  for  when 
"  the  difeafe  produces  an  ulcer  on  a  fecreting 
<'  furface,  which  it  often  does  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  as  on  the  tonfils,  it  has  no  difpo- 
fition  to  cure  itfelf ;  nor  in  the  Urethra,  in 
<^  a  recent  cafe,  if  ulcers  are  formed  there, 

"  would 
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"  would  they  heal  more  readily  than  when 
formed  any  where  elfe. 

«'  The  common  pra6lice  proves  thefe  fa^ls  ; 

we  every  day  fee  gonorrhoea  cured  by  the 
"  moft  ignorant ;  but  in  chancre,  or  the  lues 
"  venerea,  more  (kill  is  neceffary  .  The  rea- 
"  fon  is   obvious,   gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf, 

whilft  the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe  re- 

require  the  affiftance  of  art. 

"  It  fometimes  happens  that  the  parts 
"  which  become  irritated  firft,  get  well, 
"  while  another  part  of  the  fame  furface  re- 
"  ceives  the  irritation,  which  continues  the 

difeafe,  as  happens  when  it  fhifts  from  the 

glans  to  the  urethra." 

From  this  circumllance  of  all  gonor- 
*'  rhoeas  cealing  without  medical  help.'*  &c. 
&c. 

I  truft  that  my  readers  will  not  attribute 
any  quotations  that  I  make  to  a  defire  of  tref- 
paffmg  on  their  patience,  or  of  fwelling  this 
pamphlet.  Nor  am  I  ambitious,  however 
highly  I  refpedt  the  talents  of  the  ProfcfTor 
in  general,  of  idly  ingrafting  into  my  humble 

performance 
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performance  what  fo  particularly  belongs  here 
to  him.  But  that  the  Profeffer  may  not  have 
a  wrong  conftru^lion  put  upon  his  meaning 
by  me,  it  is  as  neceffary  to  my  chara6ler;  and 
to  his  own,  as  to  the  caufe  of  truth. 

I  have  therefore  laid  the  above  before  my 
readers  that  they  may  judge  for  themfelves, 
both  as  to  the  new  opinions  and  to  the  lan- 
guage that  conveys  them. 

Thefe  affertions  of  the  Profeffor,  that  go- 
norrhoea cures  itfelf,  and  that  all  gonorrhoeas 
ceafe  without  medical  help,  are  perhaps  the 
broadeft,  and  the  boldeft  that  ever  were  of- 
fered by  man,  from  the  earlieft  writer  on  this 
fubjecSt,  down  to  the  prefent  hour.  It  is  here 
publicly  announced  as  a  general  pofition  with- 
out any  exception  whatever,  that  all  gonor- 
rhoeas ceafe  without  medical  help  ;  that  go- 
norrhoea cures  itfelf.  He  has  quahfied  thefe 
aflertions  with  nothing  like  an  exception ; 
for  if  ulcers  were  formed  in  the  urethra,  the 
difeafe  would  be  no  longer  gonorrhoea;  it 
would  require  medical  help  ;  it  cannot  there- 
fore anfwer  at  all  to  his  definition  of  gonor- 
rhoea ;  to  this  he  agrees,  as  he  fays,  "  till 
"  the  year  1753,  it  was  generally  fuppofed, 

'*  that 
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that  matter  in  the  urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea 
"  arofe  from  ulcer  or  ulcers  in  that  paf- 
"  fage  ;  but  from  obfervation,  it  was  then 
*'  proved,  that  this  was  not  the  cafe  *'*  This 
therefore  cannot  even  by  the  ProfefTor  be  con- 
ftrued  into  an  exception. 

The  Profeflbr  "  doubts  very  much  the  pro- 
*'  bability  of  a  perfon  getting  a  frefh  gonor- 

rhcea  while  he  has  that  difeafe ;  or  of  en- 
"  creafmg  the  fame  by  the  application  of  frefh 
"  matter"  I  will  defy  him  to  prove  that  the 
gonorrhoea  cannot  be  continued  by  the  appli- 
cation of  frefh  matter  as  he  calls  it ;  but  the 
Profeflor  has  with  much  modefty  afferted  his 
doubts  upon  the  fubje6l .:  At  all  events,  I  am 
confident,  that  as  long  as  the  urethra  is  fuf- 
ceptible  of  irritation,  fo  long  will  it  be  cap- 
able of  being  aded  upon  by  frefli  infedion. 
That  the  fecreting  furfaces  may  part  in  fome 
meafure  with  their  irritability  I  believe  is  very 
true.  The  taking  of  fnuff  begins  with  pain 
mixed  with  pleafure  ;  its  continuance  affords  ^ 
pleafure  only  by  gently  ftimulating  the  fur- 
face  ;  the  edge  of  irritabihty  in  the  nafal 
membrane  is  blunted  but  not  deftroyed.  The 


^  Page  29, 
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repetition  of  fnuff  gives  pleafure  to  the  end  of 
life,  and  the  fecretion  is  encreafed  by  every 
frefh  application. 

Let  the  Profeffor  ftand  forth,  and  declare, 
that  gonorrhoea  is  not  "continued  by  frefh  con- 
nexion with  venereal  fubje(5ls,  for  this  is  his 
opinion  ;  but  unfortunately  for  him  the  cafes 
he  has  produced  in  this  chapter  do  not  prove 
all  that  he  wifhes,  they  tend  rather  to  con- 
tradidl  his  innovation  ;  they  only  prove  that 
the  irritability  of  a  frefh  fubje£t  is  greater 
than  the  irritability  of  one  in  the  conftant  ha- 
bit of  promifcuous  venery. 

'  But  fuppofing  thefe  cafes  produced  by  the 
ProfefTor  had  goue  further  ;  fuch  would  not 
be  the  fort  of  proof  that  could  fo  far  be  relied 
upon,  as  to  deftroy  one  theory  for  the  purpofe 
of  fetting  up  another  ;  the  declarations  of  the 
ladies  upon  this  queftion  are  governed  by  their 
natural  propenfity  to  innocence  ;  they  approve 
fo  much  of  purity  and  modefty,  that  they  af- 
fume  thefe  virtues,  when  they  no  longer 
have  them.  Their  affertions  are  fometlmes 
found  to  be  faulty.  The  moral  truth  of  this 
I  beheve  will  be  felt  by  mofl  of  my  readers. 

I  (hall 
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I  fhall  here  match  two  paragraphs  of  the 
Profeflbr. 

He  fays,  "  that  gonorrhoea  maybe  cured 
*'  while  there  is  a  chancre,  and  vice  verfa, 
"  Now,  if  frefh  venereal  matter  was  capable 
"  of  keeping  up  the  difeafe,  no  gonorrhoea 
*'  could  ever  get  well  while  there  is  this 

fupply  of  venereal  matter." 

In  page  17,  he  fays,   "  I  have  feen  cafes 
where  a  gonorrhoea  came  on,  and  in  a  few 
days  in  fome,  and  in  others  many  weeks, 
a  chancre  has   appeared ;    and   I  have 
alfo  feen  cafes  where  a  chancre  has  come 
*'  firft,  and  in  the  courfe  of  its  cure  a  running 
"  and   pain   of  making  water   have  fuc- 
"  ceeded*.     It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
two  difeafes  arofe  from  the  original  infec- 
*'  tion,  and  only  appeared  at  different  times, 
*'  and  their  not  occurring  oftner  together 
"  would  almoft  induce  us  to  believe  it  was  fo, 
fince  the  matter  is  the  fame  in  both,  and 

*  Here  is  inflammation  after  running. 

F  2  therefore 
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therefore  capable  of  producing  eithei^  the 
"  one  or  the  other  f.'* 

To  explaui  the  theory  of  his  firft  para- 
graph, the  Profeffor  appeals  to  the  Abbe  Fon-  - 
tana's  Experiments,  an  author  that  I  hold  in 
the  higheft  admiration.  The  Abbe  fays,  that 
the  viper  cannot  be  afFefted  by  his  own  poi- 
fon.  Is  this  applicable  to  gonorrhoea  not  pro- 
ducing chancre  ?  or  vice  verfa  ?  '  The  poifon 
of  a  viper  is  organifed  by,  and  originates  from 
himfelf :  It  is  only  poifonous  when  applied  to 
another  ;  to  the  viper  himfelf  it  is  no  poifon; 
But  the  venereal  difeafe  is  a  poifon,  that  the 
Individual  who  infe£ls  another,  has  received, 
and  already  felt  the  effeds  of  it,  either  as  in 
chancre  or  gonorrhoea,  or  both  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  ;  or  the  one  out  of  the  other.  He  has 
received  the  infedion,  and  he  can  impart  it, 
Hill  retaining  the  difeafe  in  all  its  force.  Is  it 
not  true,  if  the  difeafe  be  not  counteraded  by 
remedy,  that  a  gonorrhoea  alone  in  the  firfl 

•f-  How  admirably  the  latter  part  of  the  fecond  para- 
graph is  fitted  to  the  fame  reafoning  in  the  fwelled  tef- 
ticle !  Why  did  not  the  ProfefTor  alfo  prefume,  that,  be- 
caufe  a  fwelled  tefticle  does  not  occur  oftner,  it  arifes 
from  the  original  infection. 

mflance 
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in/lance  can  produce  phymofis,  paraphymofis, 
chancre,  bubo,  fwelled  teflicle,  affections  of 
the  bladder,  chorde  ?  Aill  a  longer  train  of 
fymptoms  ? 

This  fa£l  the  Profeffor  knows  as  well  as 
I  do,  and  he  will  prove  to  us  that  he  knows 
it  hereafter. 

It  is  Impoflible  for  him  to  lUuftrate  the 
firft  paragraph  by  the  fecond,  or  vice  verfa. 
To  illuftrate  the  firft,  he  produces  a  moft 
outrageous,  unfuitable  comparifon  in  the  vi- 
per ;  and  the  fecond  borrows  all  its  illuftra- 
tion  from  the  rarity  of  the  circumftance. 

But  the  Profeflbr  is  deficient  in  the  very  ef- 
cnce  of  that  which  conftltutes  a  fuccefsful 
Ikeptick.  For  where  is  that  halcyon  fmooth- 
nefs  in  language  to  charm  us  !  where  the  dif- 
fembling  ^nd  perfuafive  argument  that  afli-* 
milates  illulion  to  truth  ! 


Page  41; 
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Page  41.  Of  the  Seat  of  the  Dfeafe 
in  both  Sexes, 


The  Profeflbr  fays,  that  the  difeafe  fel- 
dom  attacks  the  orifice  of  the  urethra  with- 
out  paffing  fome  way  along  the  canal." 
The  reafon  of  this  muft  be  very  obvious. 
If  the  whole  glans  be  fmeared  with  the  in- 
fedlious  virus,  the  fecreting  furface  will  be  the 
firft  irritated,  and  if  the  perfon  infeded  be 
cleanly,  perhaps  the  only  part  put  into  a£lion 
at  all  will  be  that  which  is  out  of  his  reach 
to  prevent. 

The  ProfefTor  fays,  "  the  fecretion  of  pus 
*'  with  fo  little  inflammation-  (in  the  begin- 
ning  of  gonorrhoea)  is  perhaps  owing  to  thefe 
parts  being  naturally  in  a  ftate  of  fecretion  ; 
therefore  the  tranfition  from  a  healthy  to  a 
difeafed  fecretion  is  more  eafily  produced." 
I  thank  the  ProfefTor  for  his  nearer  approach 
to  the  general  idea  of  encreafed  fecretion  in  this 

inflance 
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Inftance  than  in  any  before.    The  profeflbr  fat 
out  with  telling  us  **  of  the  difcovery  of  mat- 
ter  being  formed  by  inflammation  without 
ulceration  The  aflertion  is  now  foft- 

ened  down  to  a  tranfition  from  a  healthy  to  a 
difeafed  fecretion  with  an  inflammation,  that 
is  fo  moderate  that  it  can  "  hardly  be  called 
"  fo."  This  is  a  compromife  that  I  did 
hardly  expert,  after  all  that  has  been  pledged  ; 
was  the  Profeflbr  aware  of  it  ?  or  was  it  in- 
ferted  by  accident  ? 


Page  43.  Of  the  mojl  Common  Symp- 
toms^ and  their  Order  of  Appear- 
ance, 

Here,  he  fays,  with  the  fame  fmguiarities 
in  grammar  and  theory,  f  "  the  effeds  of  in- 
*'  flammatlonis  next  obfervable,  and  foon  after 

a  running  appears.  There  is  often  no  pain 
"  till  fome  time  after  the  appearance  of  the 
"  difcharge  and  other  fymptoms."  I  do  not 
mean  to  oppofe  the  Profcffor's  enumeration 


Page  29.  \  Page  44, 
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of  the  fymptoms,  they  miift  be  defcribed  as 
they  naturally  offer.  I  therefore  only  flop  to 
beg  from  him  an  explanation  of  what  ap- 
pears to  me  now  a  myftery  ;  as  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  quotation,  inflammation 
comes  before  running,  fo  in  the  latter,  pain 
(that  is  inflammation)  comes  after  running. 

Ignorant  and  dark  as  our  underflandings 
are,  we  look  up  to  the  only  illumined  fburce 
of  all  venereal  knowledge,  with  anxious  ex« 
pe£lation,  to  know  if  pus  really  comes  be- 
fore inflammation,  or  inflammation  before 
pus  ? 


Page  46.  Of  the  Difcharge, 

It  has  never  yet,  I  believe,  been  doubted  by 
the  thinking  part  of  the  profeflion,  but  that 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  to  be  propagated  only 
by  infeftion  conveyed  in  fome  fubftantial  form 
or  other.  The  interval  of  time  between  the 
mfedion  being  received,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  may  perhaps  be  filled  up 
with  cohabitation  without  harm,  and  with 

pleafure: 
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pleafure  unallayed  by  after  ill  confequen-^ 
ces. 

But  the  Profe/Tor  has  carried  this  idea  to 
fuch  a  length,  that  if  it  be  followed  into 
practice,  cannot  in  its  efFeds  prove  otherwife 
than  vicious.    "  I  could  even  allow  a  man 

who  has  a  gonorrhoea  to  have  conuedlioa 
"  with  a  found  woman,  if  he  took  care  to 
"  clear  all  the  parts  of  any  matter,  by  firft 
**  fyringing  the  urethra,  making  water,  and 

wafhuig  the  glans  The  ProfefTor  has 
alTerted,  and  with  truth,  in  another  part  of 
his  work,  "  that  no  man  can  will  an  erec- 
"  tion  How  then  can  he  anfwer  for  the 
man,  that  he  will  have  compleated  his  con- 
nection, before  that  additional  infedling  mu- 
cus will  be  fecreted  ?  This  advice  from  the 
ProfelTor  is  the  more  wanton,  becaufe  it  is 
unprofitable.  The  hulband  who  follows  it, 
will  be  an  unfeeling  fopl.  The  innocent 
wife  would  have  caufe  to  exclaim  againfl: 
both.  "  This  may  be  fport  to  you,  but  it  is 
"  death  to  me." 

*  Page  12. 
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The  Profeflbr  meets  the  general  opniion  of 
the  nature  of  the  difcharge  much  nearer,  when 
he  comes  to  defcribe  it  as  it  is  in  reality,  than 
when  he  attempts  to  paint  it  from  his  own  pro- 
lifick  imagination.    He  is  too  modeft  to  call  it 
pus ;  he  calls  it  difcharge ;  and,  as  if  he  had  felt 
fome  compunction  already  for  the  crime  of  im- 
poling  a  wrong  fenfe,  on  what  was  before  un- 
derftood  in  a  right  one,  he  as  much  as  fays, 
that  if  the  difcharge  be  not  pus,      it  is  the  na- 
*'  tural  flimy  difcharge  from  the  glands,  and 
*'  the  natural  exhaling  fluid  of  the  urethra, 
which  is  Intended  for  moiftening  that  fur« 
*'  face,  and  which  appears  to  be  of  the  fame 
**  kind  with  that  which  lubricates  cavities  in 
"  general,  become  lefs  tranfparent,  and  both 
'«  thefe  fecretions  becoming  gradually  thicker, 
"  affume  more  and  more  the  quality  of  pus." 
In  other  words,  it  looks  like  pus,  but  it  is  only 
encreafed  mucus.    I  can  readily  conceive,  that 
if  we  lived  in  the  days  of  enchantment,  and 
the  charm  was  fo  well  worked  up  as  to  oblige 
the  ProfefTor  to  fpeak  his  mind,  we  fliould  hear 
from  him  an  exclamation  fomewhat  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpofe.    Why  would  not  Mr.  Pott 
agree  to  call  this  difcharge  pus,  efpecially  as 
my  brother,  and  I,  had  dilated  that  it  fliould 
be  fo  called  ;  did  not  Mr.  Sharp  believe  us, 

an 
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and  propagate  our  do6tnne  ?  And  would  not- 
Mr.  Gataker  have  rivaled  us  in  our  claim  ? 
How  mortifying  is  it  at  laft  that  the  novelty 
is  ridicujous  !  that  it  cannot  after  all  be  ac- 
knowledged as  pus  !  That  however  I  have 
claimed,  as  fucceflbr  tO'  my  brother,  the  ho- 
nour of  the  difcovery,  a  more  folid  opinion 
proves  at  length  that  my  theory  was 
founded  upon  a  falfe  precipitate  decifion,.. and 
that  what  I  call  pus  deceives  me,  becaufe  it 
affumes  the  appearance  of  pus  !  "  Do  you 
*'  fee  yonder  cloud,  that's  almoll:  in  the  fliape 
"  of  a  camel  ? — Methinkb.it  is  like  an  ouzei 
—It  is  black  like  an  ouzel/* 


Page  49.  Of  the  Cborde. 

The  Profeffor  fays,  "  that  the  chorde  as 
in  the  adhefive  inflammation  "f*,  unites  the 
cells  together,  deftroys  the  power  of  dif- 
"  tenfion  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethras, 
and  makes  it  unequal  in  this  refpe£l  to  the 
corpora  cavernofa  penis,  and  therefore  a 


*  One  of  his  new  opinions. 

G  2 


"  curvature 


(    44  ) 

curvature  on  that  fide  takes  place  in  the 
^'  time  of  eredlion." 

I  fee  no  reafon  why  there  fhould  be  an  ap- 
peal to  adhefive  inflammation  to  explain 
chorde,  nor  do  I  think  that  fuch  appeal 
is  applicable.  To  fly  from  caufes  that  we 
know,  to  thofe  we  doubt,  would  be  making 
a  furrender  of  our  fenfes  before  neceffity  calls 
for  it. 

Inflammation  in  common  being  generally 
miderlliood,  I  fhall  undertake  to  define  what 
a  chorde  is  under  the  favour  of  that  aid 
only. 

Parts  when  inflamed  thicken  and  lofe  the 
power  of  adlion  they  enjoyed  before  they  were 
attacked  by  inflammation.  The  component 
parts  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrae  be- 
ing, in  confequence  of  inflammation,  already 
ftretched  in  their  reticular  directions  have  no 
power  to  yield  to  further  difienfion.  And 
when  the  corpora  cavernofa  penis  in  erection 
naturally  extend,  being  in  a  fiate  of  perfed 
health,  the  inflamed  corpus  fpongiofum  ure- 
thras cannot  favour  the  difpofition  ;  therefore 
the  pain  of  chorde  is  felt  whilfl:  the  ading 

power 
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power  in  the  one,  is  antagonifing  the  fuf- 
pended  power  in  the  other. 


Page  50.  Of  the  Manner  in  which  the 
LtJJammation  attach  the  Urethra, 

The  ProfelTor  and  I  agree,  that  the  infec- 
tion apphed  to  the  lips  of  the  urethra  creeps 
along  to  the  inner  furface  ;  and  indeed  there 
is  no  other  way  for  it.  To  prove  this,  as  if 
there  was  a  difficulty,  the  Profeffor  applies  a 
cafe  of  ^  man  and  a  wall  *.  Every  day 
would  have  afforded  him  opportunity  of  better 
proof  of  a  man  and  a  woman. 

But  the  ProfefTor  has  exchanged  almoft 
through  this  treatife  his  own  certain  ground 
of  experimental  folid  proof,  for  the  hearfay 
goffip  of  others.  A  ftrange  tale  to  prove  a 
fa£t,  is  not  half  fo  important,  as  a  plain  true 
relation  founded  upon  common  ufage.  I  have 
known  a  perfon,  who,  examining  a  girl  juft 
as  he  was  about  to  enjoy  her,  and  finding  that 

*  A  gentleman  caught  a  gonorrlioea  by  a  bit  of  plafter, 
from  a  neceflary,  flicking  to  the  point  of  thepeois. 

flic 
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{ho  was  injured,  declined  the  embrace  ;  the 
fame  fingers  he  felt  her  with,  were  afterwards 
employed  in  handling  the  penis  ;  in  three  days 
he  was  attacked  with  a  virulent  gonorrhoea.  But 
this,  although  a  better  proof  than  that  brought 
by  the  Profeflbr,  is  not  the  beft  proof  The 
true  manner  of  proving  the  cafe,  and  the  way 
that  the  Abbe  Fontana  would  have  gone 
about  it,  would  have  been  to  charge  a  finger 
with  gonorrhoeal  infedion,  and  apply  it  to  the 
lips  of  the  penis  of  a  found  perfon.  The  ve- 
racity of  a  fecond  perfon,  and  the  epifodical 
trafh  of  a  piece  of  a  wall  would  be  here  out 
of  ,^he  queftion. 

I  come  now  to  a  lingular  opinion  of  the 
ProfelTor,  "  When  the  difeafe  attacks  the 
*^  urethra,  it  feldom  extends  further  than  an 
^'  inch  or  two  inches  at  molt  within  the  ori- 
•  fice,  which  diftance  appears  to  be  truly 
"  fpecific,  and  what  I  have  called  the  fpecific 
extent  of  inflammation."  I  will  not  be  at 
%})e  trouble  of  anfwering  this — it  is  not  worthy 
of  an  anfwer.  I  will  refer  the  pofition  to 
^very  man  who  has  had  a  gonorrhoea,  d 
when  I  appeal  to  others  feelings,  I  think  I  am 
acquitting  myfelf  upon  this  felf-evident  quef- 
tion,  with  more  candour  as  to  my  own.  But 

this 
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•this  artftil  overftrained  affertion  was  meant  for 
the  better  introducmg  one  of  our  Profeffor's 
new  opinions. 

The  fymptoms  ufually  attending  a  gonor- 
rhoea of  irritation  of  all  the  neighbouring  parts, 
have  naturally  given  the  Profeffor  the  long 
wifhed  for  opportunity  of  attributing  the  af^ 
fedlions-of  fcrotum,  tefticles,  perina^um,  anus, 
hips,  and  glands  of  the  groin  to  Sympathy  ; 
but  of  .the  glands  of  the  groin  only,  when  they 
do  not  come  to  fuppuration  ;  "  when,  fays  he, 
**  they  inflame  from  the  abforption  of  mat- 
*'  ter,  they  in  general  fuppurate." 

"  When  the  bladder  is  affected  it  becomes 
more  fufceptible  of  every' kind  of  irritation. 
"  The  urethra,  and  even  the  kidneys,  fome- 
times  fy mpathife,    when  the    bladder  is 
much  inflamed,  or  under  confiderable  de^ 
*'  gree  of  irritation."     This  may  juftly  be 
called  confufion,  more  or  worfe  confounded  ; 
for  we  firft  of  all  find  iritation,  then  fympa- 
thy,  and  then  irritation  again  ;'  according  to 
the  Profeflbr's  law  of  fpecific  extent  of  in- 
flammation, there  was  no  more  virus  lodged 
on  the  neck  of  the   bladder,  than  on  the 

kidnies. 
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kidnies.  Then  why  not  call  both  irritation, 
or  both  fympathy  ? 

After  all  the  oftentatious  embellifhment  of 
new  opinions,  in  the  introdudion  to  this  great 
work,  and  after  all  the  ufurpation  of  this 
mere  word,  fympathy ;  in  what,  either  in 
definition  or  application,  is  it  preferable  to  the 
word  irritation  ? 

I  truft  that  I  fhall  make  it  appear  to  my 
readers,  that  the  w^ord  fympathy,  is  not  only 
abfurd  in  every  appropriation  where  the  word 
irritation  would  have  been  equally  mif- 
placed,  but  alfo,  that  the  word  itfelf,  in  its 
true  fimple  meaning,  is  not  fo  appofite  as 
the  word  irritation. 

Where  a  fymptom  is  the  effe6t  of  irrita- 
tion, and  has  always  been  underflood  as  the 
efFe£t  of  irritation  in  a  gonorrhoea,  there  fym- 
pathy may,  although  not  with  as  much  pro- 
priety or  energy,  be  fubftituted  ;  and  the  ex- 
change wonld  be  fo  harmlefs  as  not  to  be 
worthy  of  a  conteft.  '  I  will  venture  to  alfert, 
that,  let  the  Profeffor  carry  his  influence  of 
fympathy  as  far  as  he  will  in  accounting  for 
the  moft  fingula'r  fymptoms  that  the  animal 

frame 
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frame  is  liable  to,  there  irritation    i^^^^c 

the  meaning  with  more  force. 

When  a  perfon  has  received  a  blow  on  the 
head,  and  in  confeqiience  of  it,  is  attacked 
with  a  vomiting,  and  fuppreffion  of  urin.e,  a 
fjmptomatick  fever  ;  I  flionld  attribute  thefe 
efteds  to  irritation.     When  a  perfon  has  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea,    follicits    conftantly  to 
make  water,  has  a  chorde,  feels  erratick  pains 
in  his  thighs,  hips,  and  about  the  pubis,  I 
fhould  attribute   thefe  efFe£ls    to  irritation- 
When  a  perfon  is  attacked  with  the  tooth- 
ach,  the  whole  cheek  fwells,  the  glands  fwell 
alfo,  the  aching  tooth  cannot  be  always  af- 
certauied,  all  the  adjacent  parts  are  involved 
in  the  event,  even  delirium  is  joined  in  it  ;  I 
fhould   attribute   thefe   efFetls  to  irritation. 
Any  part  of  the  fame  individual  in  pain  may 
produce  irritation  on  other  parts  that  are  pre- 
difpofed  to  be  fufceptible  of  irritation  from 
the  pain  of  that  part.    Irritation  is  applied  to  . 
affec1:ions  of  the  various  parts  of  an  individual 
only,   independent    of  another.  Svmpathy 
Has  been,  and  ought  always  to  be  applied  to 
affedtions  that  one  perfon  feels  for  the  condi- 
tion of  another.     Thofe  who  faint  or  fiill 
into  hyfteric  fits  at  the  cataftrophe  of  others, 

H     '  do 
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do  really  lympathife.  When  Mrs.  Siddoiis, 
in  fome  diftrefsful  fcene  in  tragedy,  has  faf- 
cinated  and  worked  upon  the  paffions  of  the 
audience,  I  have  feen  one  lady  fall  into  fits, 
flie  has  echoed  the  fhriek  of  the  empaffioned 
a^trefs,  another  and  another  have  cauffht  it 
from  the  firft,  and  like  an  electric  (hock  it 
has  been  felt  through  the  'whole  circle. 


Page  54. '  Swelled  Tejlick, 


If  the  Profeflor  had  for  the  fake  of  being 
Angular  only  introduced  the  word  lympathy 
for  irritation,  I  fhould,  after  what  has  already 
been  faid,  have  dropped  the  fubjedt  without 
making  any  further  comment  upon  it.  For 
no  man  can  be  more  difpofed  to  let  the  Pro- 
feffor  off,  where  he  has  erred  from  accidental 
or  venial  faults,  than  I  am.  But  when  his 
new  opinions  are  perlifted  in,  and  with  all 
their  mifcliievous  errors,  are  brought  forward 
into  practice  ;  when  fuch  bold  inconfiftencies 
are  obtruded  upon  us,  and  the  only  choice 
before  us  is,  the  alternative  of  defending  the 
right  by  refiftlng  the  wrong  ;  I  fliall  no  lon- 
ger'confider  myfelf  as  a  carelefs  fpedator, 

but 
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but  as  a  c^ntiiiel  upon  the  watch,  as  bound 
to  oppofe  opinions  injnrious  in  their  efFe£ls, 
and  which,  if  I  rejeiled,  would  be  difhonour- 
able  in  me  ;  for  lilence  would  be  deemed  ac- 
(^uiefcence,  and  the  mifchxef  would  fleal  into 
praftice  by  imperceptible  gradations. 

The  ProfefTor  we  find  now  mounted  on  the 
hobby-horfe,  that  we  had  only  before  feen  ca-  . 
pering  before  us.  But  I  flatter  myfelf,  that 
he  can  only  gain  the  plate,  by  being  fuffered 
to  walk  over  the  courfe.  He  aflerts  that  the 
fwelling  of  the  tefticle  is  not  owing  to  vene- 
rial  infection,  but  to  lympathy  only. 

From  what  I  have  faid  of  its  nature 
"  when  it  arifes  from,  a  venereal  caufe,  which 

was,  that  it  is  owing  to  fympathy  only  ; 
"  and  from  what  I  fhall  now  fay,  that  it  is 
*'  never  affefted  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
"  either  local  or  conftitutional,  as  far  as  my 

obfervation  goes.  We  muft  infer  that  fuch 
"  fufplcions  are  always    ill-founded.  This 

perhaps  is  an  inference  to  which  few  will 

fubfcribe." 


The  only  true  method  to  defcribe  a  difeafe 
IS  to  fet  down  the  fymptoms  in  the  order  fliat 

Hz  they 
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they  offer  i]i  common',  and  if  an  exception 
fhould  arife  now  and  then  out  of  the  coniT 
mon  order,  that  exception  fhould  alfo  be  uot 
ticed,  but  in  fo  clear  and  diflind  a  manner,  as 
that  it  might  always  be  known  as  an  excepr 
tion,  and  never  confounded  witl;  the  common 
order, 

It  is  a  melancholy  refle£lion,  that  when 
men,  from  whatever  caufe,  have  gained  a  re- 
putation witlr  the  public,  they  f]:)ould-  fport 
with  their  underftanding,  as  well  as  their  fafe-r 
ty.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  charge  the  Pro- 
fefTor  with  having  done  fo ;  but  why  did  he 
not  at  once  ftate  the  manner  of  the  fwelled 
teflicle  coming  on,  as  it  does,  I  will  venture 
to  affert,  nineteen  times  out  of  twenty,  and 
reafoned  upon  the  moft  probable  caufe  of  this 
ufual  attack  ?  Inftead  of  which,  he  has  in-: 
troduced  this  prevailing  obfervation,  as  if  it 
might  or  might  not  have  been  left  out  of  his 
chapter,  and  as  if  it  did  not  weigh  a  feather 
in  informing  us  of  wh^t  nature  a  fwelling  of 
the  teflicle  is,  that  arifes  out  of  venereal  infec- 
tion. As  the  appearance  I  allude  to  fo  uni- 
verfally  prevails,  it  ought  to  be  confidcred  as 
mofl  worthy  of  our  invcftigation,  and  not  what 
mie-ht   happen    from   extraordinary  caufes, 

But 
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But  fo  plain  a  truth  would  not  favour  our 
Profefibr's  fnigularity  ;  it  would  not  have  gl-. 
ven  him  the  opportunity  of  fporting  his  new 
opinion.  He  -mufl:  diftort  truth,  for  the  fake 
pf  new  theory.  He  creates  a  difeafe,  and  then 
builds  a  lyftem  upon  it. 

I  will  nov/  lay  before  rny  readers  this  ge- 
.jieral  obfervation  of  the  coming  on  of  the 
fwelled  tefticle,  which  he  had  too  much  mo- 
defty  to  omit,   although  he  has  but  barely- 
remarked  it. 

As  fiiigular  a  circumftance  as  any  refpec- 
■^^  ting  the  fweliing  of  the  tefticle  is,  that  it 
^'  does  not  always  come  on  when  the  inflam- 
"  mation  in  the  urethra  is  at  the  height.  I 
/'  think  it  oftener  happens  when  the  irrita^ 

tion  in  the- urethra  is  going  off,  and  iome- 
"  times  even  after  it  has  entirely  ceafed,  and 

when  the  patient  conceives  himfelf  to  be 

quite  well." 

This  is  all  the  notice  that  the  ProfeiTor 
takes  of  what  he  calls  this  "  lingular  circum- 
^'  ftance  ;"  and  the  reafon  is  very  obvious  to 
me,  why  he  did  not  venture  to  enlarge  upon 
it ;  becaufe,  when  he  affcrts  that  the  fwelled 

tcfticle 
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teflicle  ar'ifes  from  fympathy,  he  is  too  cun- 
ning and  too  guarded  not  to  know,  that  when 
the  fwelled  tefticle  comes  on  after  irritation 
has  intirely  ceafed,  and  when  the  patient  con- 
ceives himfelf  quite  well,  there  is  nothing  for 
the  tefticle  to  fympathife  with.  I  earneftly  re- 
queft  the  attention  of  my  readers  to  this  fadl . 
and  I  now  call  upon  the  Profeflbr  to  declare 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  urethra,  what  has  the 
■f\velled  teflicle  to  fympathife  with  ?  when 
there  is  no  pain,  no  inflammation,  no  irrita- 
tion in  the  urethra  to  provoke  a  fympathy  in 
any  other  part :  Is  is  poflible  that  this  flia- 
dow  of  the  Profeifor  fhould  exill:  without  a 
fubftance  ?  But  what  will  he  fay,  when  I  tell 
him  that  this  which  he  calls  a  "  fingular 
*'  circumftance,"  is  the  moft  general  and 
common  manner  of  the  attack  of  the  fwel- 
led  tefticle.  I  do  affert  that  it  is,  and  I  leave 
it  to  my  readers  to  determine  between  us 
from  w^hat  has  fallen  within  their  own  ob- 
fervation. 

The  fwelled  tefticle  muft  be  produced  from 
irritation  in  the  urethra,  or  from  virus  con- 
veyed to  the  tefticle.  When  a  gland  is  ir- 
ritated from  pain  in  a  contiguous  part,  it  ne- 
ver   hnppens  but  when  that  pain  is  at  its 

greateft 
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greatefl  excefs,  and  as  the  pain  declines,  the 
gland  naturally  returns  to  its  healthy  con- 
dition. This  is  the  cafe  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  inguinal  glands,  which  is  clearly 
fymptomatic  in  a  gonorrhoea  when  at  its 
highefl:  flate  of  irritation.  Why  is  not  the 
tefticle  always  irritated  hy  a  gonorrhoea  in  fucli 
a  ihte  ?  or,  why  is  it  fcarcely  ever  irritated  ? 
Why  does  the  fwelled  tefticle  come  on  with- 
out gonorrhoeal  irrit,ation,  rather  than  when 
the  urethra  is  irritated  ?  Becaufe  it  is  incap- 
able of  being  atfetled  without  the  immediate 
a£tion  of  virus.  The  mild  fymptoms  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  previous  to  the  pain  of  the  teflicle, 
and  the  attack,  of  the  epidydimis  firft,  prove 
that  the  virus  has  been  continued  from  the 
urethra  to  the  tefticle.  Did  the  attack  of  the 
levelled  tefticles  alway  come  on  while  the  in- 
flammation was  at  the  greateft  height  in  the 
urethra,  and,  did  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
In  the  urethra ~  a6tually  ceafe,  after  the  pain 
was  felt  in  the  tefticle,  the  fvvelling  might  be 
faid  to  originate  from  irritation  without  virus, 
or  from  fympathy,  if  the  ProfelTor  likes  it- 
better  ;  but  the  fa6t  proves  the  contrary.  I 
will  put  one  queftion  to  the  ProfelTor  be- 
fore I  drop  this  fubje6i:,  although  I  know  I 
am  anticipating  the  page  that  inftru£lsus  how 

to 
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to  cure  this  unfubflaiitial  fliadow.  Upon  your 
honour,  do  you  cure  all  fwelled  tcftlcles  ari- 
fing  from  gonorrhoea  in  all  its  ftages  without 
mercury  internally  or  externally  applied,  and 
pledge  yourfeif  forall  after  confequences  what- 
ever ? 

P^g^  57«  Of  the  fwellings  of  the  Glands 
from  Sympathy 

The  Profeffor  introduces  here  the  do6(:rine  of 
abforbents,  as  it  was  taught  by  Dr.  Hunter  to 
whom  the  honour  is  due.  Dr.  Hunter's  labour 
in  the  purfuit  of  every"  thing  he  undertook,  and 
his  vivacity  and  elegance,  in  the  explanation  of 
every  fubje£t  at  his  anatomical  le6lure  room, 
sire  too  ftroiigly  impreffed  on  the  memory  of 
thofe  who  heard  him,  and  his  fiime  is  too  well 
known  in  general  to  receive  any  embellifhmeiit 
from  my  pen. 

"  But  although  we  know  the  manner  in 
"  which  fubftances  get  into  the  circulation ; 

and  on  having  learned  that  many  fubflances, 
«'  efpecially  poifons,  in  their  courfe  to  the  cir- 
"  culation,  irritate  the  abforbent  glands  to  in- 

flammation.    We  might  naturally  fuppofe 

fuch 
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fuch  fwellings  acGompanying  colnplaifits  in 
"  the  urethra  attended  with  a  difcharge,  to 

be  owing  to  the  abforption  of  that  matter^ 
"  and  therefore  if  it  be  venereal  difcharge  that. 

thev  muft  alfo  be  venereal.  But  we  muft 
*'  not  be  too  hafty  in  drawing  this  conclufion; 
*'  for  we  know  that  the  glands  will  fometimes' 
**  fwell  from  an  irritation  at  the  origin  of  the 

lymphaticks  ;  where  no  abforption  could 
•*  poffibly  have  taken  place."    Here  the  Pro- 
feflbr  inflances,  that,  from  a  prick  in  the  finger 
from  a  clean  fewing  needle,  the  lymphatick 
glands  will  fwell,  but  that  "  fuch  irritation 
*'  foon  goes  off."  This  the  Pro feffor  points  out. 
tD  fhow^  that  the  abforbent  fyflem  is  as  capable 
of  being  afFe<5led  by  irritation,  as  by  the  abforp- 
tion of  matter.    To  all  this,  I  fay  yes,  and 
do  congratulate  the  Profeflbr  on  his  return  to 
plain  folid  argument.    If,  in  the  highefl  ex- 
cefs  of  a  gonorrhoea,  the  lymphatick  glandSi 
fwell,  and  the  difcharge  of  gonorrhoea  continues « 
If,  when  the  inflammation  fubfides,  the  fwel- 
ling  of  the  glands  fubfides  alfo  ;  I  Ihould  noc 
doubt  but  that  fuch  fwellings  were  owing  to 
irritation  :  but  ifj  on  the  contrary^  the  fwel- 
lings of  the  glands  remain  after  the  inflamma- 
tion and  difcharge  from  the  gonorrhoea  are  pafl, 
whether  they  fuppurate  or  remain  in  an  indura- 
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ted  ftate,  there  is  all  prefumptloii  to  fufpedt 
abforption,  and  nothing  lefs  (hould  be  thought 
but  that  it  had  taken  place.  But  the  profeffor 
has  fpared  me  any  more  trouble  upon  the  fub- 
jeft,  for,  under  the  influence  of  a  kindly  dif- 
pofition,  he  agrees,  that  *'  however  there  are 

fwellings  of  thefe  glands  from  adual  abfor- 
**  ption  of  matter  in  gonorrhoea,  and  \viiich 
*'  confequently  are  truly  venereal;  and  as  it  is 
"  poffible  to  have  fuch,  they  are  always  to  be 

fufpeaed." 

In  the  latter  part  of  this  fedion,  the  Pro- 
feffor  tells  us,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for 
the  nature  of  thofe  *'  fympathetic  difeafes 
I  muft  confefs  for  myfelf,  fince  we  have  agreed 
that  the  glandular  fwellings  may  arife  in  gonor- 
rhoea either  from  irritation,  or  abforption,  and 
lince  we  know  that  thefe  fwellings  go  down 
with  inflammation  in  the  urethra,  when  pro- 
duced by  irritation,  and  remain  after  all  inflam- 
mation has  ceafcd,  when  produced  by  abforp- 
tion, that  we  know  as  much  as  we  can,  and 
enough  to  account  for,  and  cure  the  one 
dr  the  other.  And  that  thefe  *'  fympathetic 
difeafes,"  were  always  clearly  underftood  by 
every  one  in  the  profeffion,  who  had  difcern- 
ment  to  guide  them,  confidence  enough  not  to 

be 


(   59  ) 

be  mifled,  and  medefty  enough  not  to  nick- 
name as  fympathetic  difeafes,"  what  were 
known  before  as  afFedtions  from  irritation. 

Notwith landing  what  I  have  already  faid 
might  be  conclufive  as  to  the  abfurdity  of 
iympathy,  yet  I  cannot  help  remarking  for 
the  credit  of  all  reputable  practitioners,  who 
have  taken  their  directions  from  obfervation, 
that  they  never  betrayed  the  leaft  jealoufy  of 
the  effects  of  fwellings  of  the  glands,  when 
they  correfpon^  with  urethral  inflammation. 
Such  have  always  been  confidered  by  them  as 
the  confequenceof  irritation,  and  without  a  new 
opinion,  either  ftolen*  before  publication,  or' 
learnt  from  the  Profeffor's  work  after,  have 
been  treated  heretofore  with  fecurity  and  fci- 
ence.  I  truft  I  fhall  hear  no  more  of  the  un- 
important vanity  of  fympathy,  a  newfangled 
appropriation,  and  equally  difcordant  here,  as 
the  word  ''accommodate"  was  toBardolph: 
this  is  my  jocular  opinion  of  it ;  but  I  am  de- 
ceived if  my  readers  have  not  found  it  out 
as  foon  as  I,  to  be  ferioufly  a  monftrous  im- 
pofition. 

Vide  Introduaion  to  the  Profefibr's  Work. 


Page  59. 
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PagQ  59.  Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Lym-* 
phatics  in  a  Gonorrhoea. 

The  Profeffor  does  riot  dwell  long  on  this 
fubjedl,  only  to  pohit  out,  "  that,  when  there 
is  an  excoriation  or  difcharge  from  the  pre- 
H  puce  or  glans  which  may  be  called  a  ve^ 
f  nereal  gonorrhoea  of  thefe  parts,  a  hard 
f  chord  is  felt  leading  fropa  the  prepuce 
along  the  back  of  the  penis,  and  the  glands 
inflame."    Upon  thefe,  he  remarks,  *'  that 
from  the  obfervation  of  the  lues  venerea 
*^  being  feldom  produced  from  a  gonorrhoea,, 
f*  it  apppars  that  a  whole  furface,  or  one  only 
inflamed  does  not  readily  admit  the  at)forp- 
'f*  -tion  of  venereal  pdftbn  ;   and  therefore,  al- 
though  the  venereal  matter  lies  for  many 
^'  weeks  in  the  palTage,  and  over  the  whole 
glans,  it  feldprri  happens  that  any  abforp- 
«^  tion  takes  place,"     Here  is  one  of  the 
.  jjiany  opportunities,  th;it  the  profeffor  feizes 
'  to   fport   the   valuable  treafure  of  fcience, 
which  he  has  throughout  his  work  convinced 
■  ps  he  particularly  pofleffes.   The  fymptoms  of 
gonorrhoea  are  held  in  contem|)t  by  him,  an4 
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he  is  eager  at  all  times  to  repeat  to  us,  that 
the  difcharge  is  harmlefs  that  flows  from  'a 
gonorrhoea,  and  that  his  doubts  of  bad  con-- 
fequences  arifing  from  it,  are  all  at  an  end. 
Notwithflanding  there  are  abforbents,  yet  they 
do  not  abforb.  Notwithftanding  glands  fup- 
purate,  yet  they  are  not  infedted  with  poi- 
fon.  If  gonorrhoea  remains,  there  it  may 
with  innocence.  If  teflicle  fweUs,  if  fever 
runs  high,  if  pain  be  acute,  if  matter  be 
formed,  I  doubt,  fays  he,  that  venereal  poir 
fon  has  produced  thefe  fymptoms  ;  they  caur- 
not  be  venereal ;  they  do  well  without  mer- 
cury. And  is  there  no  probable  way  for  ve- 
nereal poifon  to  pafs  into  the  habit?  If  a 
whole  >flirfaGe,  or  one  only  inflamed,  will 
not  permit  it  ;  will  not  wounds  of  any 
fort  be  paffports  for  its  admittance?  for 
•as  we  all  knbw  that  there  is  fuch  a  difeafc  as 
-a  conftitutional  lues  venerea,  tell  us,  if  vene. 
real  poifon  does  not  :pafs  through  that  chanV 
nel?  No;  fays  the  Prqfeflbr,  "I  am  in- 
clined  to  think  that  ^younds  are  alfo  bad 
abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially,  when  I  con- 
fider,  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  ahforbed 
•r  from  vyounds," 


My 
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My  readers  will  be  pleafed  to  recolle6l,  that 
the  Profeffor,  in  page  9,  calls  the  venereal  a 
morbid  poifon,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  animal, 
vegetable,  and  mineral  poifons.  The  fame 
ProfeiTor,  in  a  note,  page  36,  compares,  w^ith- 
out  any  pretence  to  analogy  in  that  inffcance, 
the  virus  of  a  viper,  and  venereal  virus,  as, 
I  truil:,  I  have  in  my  obfervations  upon  his 
note  made  it  appear.  That  there  may  be  com- 
parative reafoning  on  the  effects  of  all  poifons 
■upon  the  fubjedts  poifoned,  I  readily  agree ; 
but  the  Profeffor,  to  eftablifh  his  opinion,  that 
wounds  are  bad  abforbing  furfaces  for  poifons, 
and  efpecially  morbid  poifons,  would  not  ven- 
ture a  comparative  elucidation.  I  (hall  with 
pleafure  perform  that  duty  for  him,  and  prove 
to  my  readers,  that  all  animal,  fome  vege- 
table, and  even  morbid  poifons  are  fooneft 
•received  into  the  habit  by  wounds.  Does  the 
Profeflbr  call  the  fmall  pox  a  morbid  poifon  ? 
for  as  it  may  be  "  communicated  to  others, 
*<  as  it  is  received*",  it  can  in  his  opinion 
'be  nothing  elfe  than  morbid.  How  often 
does  he  fail  in  communicating  the  infedion 
by  wounds  when  he  innoculates  for  the  fmall 
..jpox  ?    I  only  mean  when  the  ProfefTor  is  not 

*  Pa^e  9. 
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intcrmpted  by  another  a£lion  All  animal 
poilbns,  of  mad  dog,  rattle  fnake,  viper,  &c; 
&c.  are  infufed  by  wounds.  The  du£t  that 
conveys  the  poifon  of  the  viper  perforates  the 
tooth  that  makes  the  v^ound  -j-  The  ticuna, 
I  a  vegetable  poifon  kills  the  animal  as  foon  as 
applied  to  his  blood  |.  Where  will  the  Pro- 
Ifeflbr's  new  opinions  lead  us ! 

,1  am  told  by  authorities  that  cannot  be 
difputed,  that  the  Profeffor  addrefles  his  pupils 
fomewhat  after  the  following  manner  :  "  Gen- 
["  tlemen,  I  obferve  that  many  of  you  take 
I"  notes,  I  would  advife  you  to  burn  them ; 
'  for  although  what  I  deliver  now  is  my  opi- 
'  nion  to  day,  in  another  courfe,  I  may 
'  change  this  opinion.'*  A  ftudent  from  the 
ountry,  under  the  ProfelTor  in  the  year  1786, 
ill  find  himfelf  out  of  all  fafhion  on  the 
eturn  of  his  medical  friend  in  the  year  1787. 
ike  country  milleners,  they  muft  vifit  Lon- 
on  every  fpring,  for  the  neweft  mode  of  cut- 
_ing  out  frippery. 


*  The  Profeflbr  fays,  that  no  two  anions  can  take 
^laee  in  the  fame  fubje6l  at  the  fame  time. 
•jf  Abbe  Fontana,  Vol.  I.  p.  10. 
t  Abbe  Fontana,  Vol.  II.  p.  ii8. 

4  May 


May  we  not  next  year  prefume  upon  ano- 
ther quarto  edition,  by  way  of  expofitiofl 
upon  this  ? 

Page  60.   S/jor^  Recapitulations  of  the 
V arieties  of  the  Sj^nptoms* 

Here  the  ProfefTor  has,  as  I  knew  he  would, 
broken  in  upon  his  fpecific  diftance  of  an  inch 
and  half,  or  two  inches,  from  the  orifice  that 
mark*  the  fpecific  extent  of  inflammation. 

Sometimes  it  runs,  fays  he,  (amongfl  his 
*'  other  recapitulations)  all  along  the  urethra 
*^  to  the  bladder,  and  even  to  the  kidnies, 
"  and  fpreads  into  the  fubflance  of  the  ure« 

thra  producing  a  chordee.    The  Cowper's 

glands  he  fulpecls    inflame.  Sometimes 
*'  the  difeafe  appears  after  infe£lion  in  a  few^ 

hpurs,  at  other  times  in  fix  weeks*."  In 
(hort,  when  he  defcribes  lymptoms  as  they  , 
really  are,  he  cannot  but  tell  us  what  is  known 
to  happen,  and  what  is  only  information  to 
fuch  as  never  fought  after  it  before* 

Page  51* 

n  .  Page  69^ 
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Page  69.    Of  the  Cure  of  the  Go* 

7iorrhoea, 

At  length  we  are  approacliing  to  examine 
how  tar  the  Profeffor  13  difpofed  to  keep  his 
word,  after  he  has  afferted,  "  that  gonor- 
rhcea  cures  itfelf.'*  The  touchftone  of  his 
lincerity,  in  fuch  a  declaration,  can  be  only 
afcertained  by  his  abandoning  the  difeafe  to 
work  its  own  cure,  by  bidding  defiance  to 
all  remedies,  and  by  pledging  himfeif,  that 
by  leaving  the  gonorrhoea  to  itfelf,.no  ill  con* 
feqnences  can  happen  from  it  hereafter. 

"  As  we  have  no,  fpecific  medicine  for 
gonorrhoea,  it  is  fortunate  that  time  alone 
"  will  efFeft  a  cure  .  It  is  therefore  very 
"  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  every,  fuch  in- 
*'  flammation  gets  well  of  itfeif ;  yet  al- 
'*  though  this  appears  to  be  nearly  the  truth, 
"  it  is  worthy  of  confideration,  whether  me^ 
'*  ^licine  can  be  of  any  fervice  in  this  form 
of  the  difeafe.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  it 
"  is  very  feldom  of  any  kind  of  ufc,  perhaps 
**  not  once  in  ten  cafes  ;  upon  this  idea  of 
**  every  gonorrnoea  curing  itfeif,  1  gave  cer- 

K  "  tain 
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"  tain  patients  bread  pills.  The  patients  al- 
*'  ways  got  well,  but  fome  of  them,  I  be- 
*'  lieve,  not  fo  foon  as  they  would  have  done, 
*'  had  the  artificial  methods  of  cure  been  em- 
ployed." 

I  prefume  that  every  reader  of  the  above 
extract  will  agree  with  me,  that,  after  fuch  a 
declaration,  nothing  in  future  ought  to  be 
dreaded  from  a  gonorrhoea ;  and  for  what 
purpofe  the  after  pages  are  devoted,  I  am  at 
a"  great  lofs  to  conceive.  If  what  the  Pro- 
felTor  advances  be  true,  if  his  opinions,  when 
once  examined  with  candour  and  judgment, 
il;and  the  teft  of  general  approbation  ;  then  is 
a  gonorrhoea,  a  trifle  indeed,  and  thole  who 
treat  it  as  a  matter  of  importance,  are  deluded 
ideots,  poffefl*ed  of  no  power  of  difcrimina- 
tion,  and  who  have  borrowed  all  their  under- 
flanding.  The  Profeflbr  himfelf  will  be  fuf- 
peded  of  a  prejudication,  that  his  honour  will 
never  permit  him  to  deferve  ;  if,  after  the 
above'quotation,  the  reft  of  his  work  be  not 
engaged  to  confirm  fuch  new  opinions.  For 
when  it  is  confidered  that  fociety  in  general, 
and  the  whole  profeffion  in  particular,  have  a 
ftake  in  the  concern;  no  time  furely  can 
then  be  too  long  to  explore  fo  interefting  and 
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fo  pleafing  a  theme  ;  no  work  can  be  too 
large  that  exphiins  it  ;  and  no  credit  too  great 
for  him  that  has  made  the  difcovery. 

Diogenes  dying,  was  afked  by  a  friend,  . 
what  he  wiflied  flioiiid  be  done  with  his  body  ? 
Xet  it  he,  faid  the  philofopher,  where  I  die. 
The  friend  rephed,  that  the  dogs  would  de- 
vour it.  They  dare  not,  faid  the  philofopher, 
for  my  ftick  will  lie  by  me.  But  you  can- 
not ufe  your  flick  after  death,  replied  the 
friend,  nor  will  you  know  when  the  dogs  do 
devour  your  body.  Then,  faid  Diogenes, 
what  fignifies  wJiat  will  become  of  my  body  ? 
What  fignifies  what  will  become  of  gonor- 
rhoea ?  The  ufe  of  mercury,  like  the  ftick  of 
Diogenes,  is  unneceffary.  If  all  the  above  be 
true,  and  the  Profeflbr's  quotation  ftands  as 
pointed  as  if  it  had  been  written  in  Rubrick, 
we  need  no  longer  trouble  ourfelves  about  what 
can  befal  us  from  a  gonorrhoea.  It  is  a  bug- 
bear in  the  imagination  only  !  Common  fenfe 
will  not  give  it  a  hearing ! 

A  friend,  after  reading  the  ProfeiTor's  work, 
humouroufly  called  him  the  Calvin  in  vene- 
real reformation.  But  I  beg  leave  to  differ 
from  my  friend,  the  FrofefTor  may  be  more 
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aptly  compared  to  Luther,  who  retained  as 
much  of  the  pageantry  as  was  innocent  in  re- 
ligion, without  being  idolatrous ;  juft  fo  has 
our  Profeffor  in  phyiic.  Pills  being  formerlv 
given  in  gonorrhoea,  he  has  kept  up  appear- 
ances, by  giving  bread  pills  ;  he  might  carry 
it  further;  fuppofe  that  he  gave  for  an  injec- 
tion fome  pump  water,  to  be  thrown  up  by  a 
fyringe  not  material  as  to  its  being  perfect ; 
for,  if  the  injection  reached  an  inch  and  half, 
or  two  inches,  that  would  be  quite  far  enough, 
for  thefe  are  the  fpecific  bounds  of  the  dif- 
eafe^ 

If  the  Profeffor  had  meant  this  new  fport 
of  bread  pills  juft  to  amufe  his  readers,  and 
had  epifodically  flung  it  into  this  part  of  his 
work,  before  he  entered  upon  the  more  feri- 
ous  and  important  fubje(3:  of  the  beft  cure  for 
-a  gonorrhcea,  and  its  fuppofed  confequences ; 
as  a-  clever  fellow  would  entertain  us,  by  a 
trick  with  the.  cards,  while  the  rell:  of  the 
party  were  preparing  for  a  fober  game  at  whift, 
i  would  have  joined  him  in  the  fun  ;  but  I 
imagine,  he  means  to  be  ferious  in  this  new 
opinion,  from  what  he  has  faid  in  page  35, 
&nd  in  many  other  parts  of  his  work,  the  fub- 
^lance  of  which  is  this,  that  irritation  from 
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gonorrhoea  fpoiitaneoiifly  ceafes  by  tiring  it- 
felf  out.  But  wh'ilft  the  Profeffor  fits  at  Ills 
eafe,  an  Inadive  fpe^lator  only,  can  he  tram- 
mel the  confequences  ?  can  he  infure  us  from 
all  local  and  all  the  conftirutional  attacks  that 
do  arife  from  a  neglected  gonorrhoea  ? 

.  (?afes,lf  Iwere  to  collecl  them,  that  would  fill 
as  many  volumes,  and  of  as  large  a  bulk,  as  the 
records  of  parliament,  may  be  brought  in 
proof,  that  all  local,  and  all  conflltutional 
venereal  affedions  may  he  produced  from  go- 
norrhoea :  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  virulent 
gonorrhoea  does  not  compleat  its  own  cure. 
The  virus  that  produced  the  irritation  in  the 
urethra,  after  the  urethra  can  be  no  longer  ir- 
ritated, is  capable  of  fliifting  its  influence,  of 
producing  new  effe(fl3,  and  of  being  ramifyed 
into  all  venereal  fymptoms  that  ever  were 
known.  This  can  only  be  prevented  by  re- 
medies of  art.  The  application  of  thefe  re- 
medies deftroys  the  Simulating  power  of  the 
virus,  and  puts  an  end  to  all  irritation.  Thus 
is  the  immediate  attack  removed,  and  the  fu- 

ture  evils'  guarded  againfl  and  prevented. 

Does  not  the  ProfelTor  know,  tbat  by  the  ap- 
plication of  a  prophylaclic,  no  irritation  .will 

ever 


(    70  ) 

ever  come  on  ?  that,  by  the  fame  application, 
as  foon  as  the  irritation  is  perceived,  the  fymp- 
tom  will  more  readily  give  w^ay  ?  and  that, 
whenever  it  be  applied  before  abforption  has 
taken  place,  its  fuccefs  is  efFe6lual  ?  Delay, 
which  fhould  be  always  avoided  as  much  as 
poffible,  will  certainly  make  the  cure  more  in- 
tricate and  important.  From  what  I  have 
feen  I  have  the  ftrongeft  prefumption  to  draw 
this  conclufion,  that  the  length  of  time,  in 
the  cure  of  a  gonorrhoea,  carries  a  very  cor- 
refponding  reference  to  the  length  of  delay.  In 
applying  remedies  of  art,  after  the  time  of 
receiving  the  infe6tion.  Irritation,  from  many 
Other  caufes,  may  a6t  fomewhat  after  the  man- 
ner that  the  Profeffor  flates  this  to  adl.  But 
of  all  irritating  fubftances  that  could  poffibly 
be  offered,  perhaps  that  of  gonorrhoeal  virus 
was  the  leaft  to  be  reconciled,  from  the  na- 
ture of  its  aflion,  to  this  new  opinion  of  the 
ProfefTor.  For  this  is  virus  of  a  fpecific  qua- 
lity, and  only  temporarily  local ;  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  it  has  no  power  of  fhlftlng  fituation, 
and,  iffuffered  to  remain  unoppofed,  of  ading 
on  every  part  of  the  conftitution  :  it  always 
may,  becaufe  it  often  does.  Therefore,  as 
the  irritation  in  the  urethra,  that  ceafes  fpon- 
taneouflv,  is  not  the  whole  of  the  confequen- 

ces 
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ces  that  we  are  to  look  to,  as  the  difeafe  is 
not  final  there,  who  will  be  found  fo  hardy 
and  conceited,  as  to  pronounce  without  equi- 
vocation or  fubterfuge,  that  gonorrhoea  cures 
itfelf. 

I  have  admitted,  for  the  fake  of  the  argu- 
ment, the  cafe,  that  gonorrhoea  would  qure 
liCclf,  that  it  would  gradually  decline  till 
it  totally  difippeared  ;  but  what  if  that  which 
generally  happens,  fhould  follow  fuch  ne- 
gle6l  ?  what  would  he  have  to  anfwer  for  to 
the  fufferer,  who  created  the  evil  by  the  ab- 
fjrdity  of  his  counfel  ?  w^ould  it  not  be  a  fub- 
jed  too  ferious  to  be  fo  fported  with  ?  would 
the  patient  be  as  carelefs  in  his  revenge,  as  he 
was  in  his  advice  ? 

I  obferved,  that  irritation  produced  from 
other  caufes  may  determine  in  that  manner 
which  theProfeffor  declares  irritation  from  virus 
determines  in  the  urethra.  And  fo  it  may  on 
all  parts  very  fufceptible  of  pain,  by  blunting 
the  feeling  that  was  before  the  attack  more 
delicately  tender  ;  by  reducing  the  fenfation 
of  real  pam,  or  exquifite'pleafure,  to  the  neut- 
ral condition  of  receiving  either  with  indiffer- 
ence.   The  fn-fl  gonorrhoea  is  generally  the 
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mofl  inflammatory,  the  firft  fwellcd  tefllcle, 
tlie  firft  ffcver,  the  firft  corrcaions  received 
by  foldiers,  the  firlT:  efteds  on  the  eyes,  by 
lime,  and  foot,  of  lime  burners  and  chimney 
fweepers,  are  all  moft  f:jvercly  felt  :  The 
fenfations  from  pleafure  are  in  the  fame  de- 
gree reduced  as  they  are  brought  into  repe- 
tition. 

From  thefe  general  obfervations,  which  are 
neither  new  nor  uncommon,  it  appears,  that 
the  ProfelTor's  idea  of  gonorrhoea  tiring  out 
itfelf  by  the  decline  of  irritation,  is  only  anew 
opinion,  or  a  ftrange  opinion,  when  it  is 
applied  thus  unhappily,  where  it  ought  not  to 
be  applied  at  all.  I  repeat  it  again,  becaufe 
here  is  a  virus  of  a  fpecific  quality,  and  which 
is  only  temporarily  local ;  and  although  it  pro- 
duces its  firft  effe(5ls  by  irritation,  yet  it  does 
not  ceafe  to  a6l  when  irritation  can  be  no 
longer  fupported.  And  although  this  fpecific 
virus  may^  or  may  not  have  transferred  its 
influence,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  inadive,  it 
cannot  be  faid  to  be  extin£l  ;  for  it  always  re- 
tains the  power  of  quitting  the  local  for  a  cou- 
ftitutional  attack.  And  laft  of  all  what  is 
more  felf  evident,  and  more  important  than 
all  I  have  hitherto  faid,  the  local  confequences 
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{Produced  by  gonorrhoea  iincofre<£t:ed  by  re- 
medy, may  not,  and  very  feldom  will  be  at 
an  end,  till  the  parts  on  which  the  virus  a6ts 
are  deftroyed,  di"  if  not  deftroyed,  till  they 
become  fo  unfit  fot"  their  deftilied  fdndtions, 
that  the  femdihder  of  life  will  be  a  rriiferable; 
eiltail  upon  the  deluded  flibjedj  who  fallaci- 
oufly  is  advifed  to  wdit  for  his  gonorrhoea  to  ^ 
(Jure  itfelf ;  or  who  fallacioufly  perfuades  him- 
jfelf,  that  there  is  no  fpecific  power  yet  known ^ 
which  cures  a  gdnorrhcea  by  depriving  the 
virus  of  the  power  of  aiflidn,  either  in  thd  form 
of  gonorrhoea,  or  any  other  form  arifing  out 
of  it.  The  orthodoxy  df  the  Profeffor  will  be 
ft)und  to  be  heretical,  or  there  is  no  truth  iri 
<Jivination.  Suppofe  a  hdtife  in  fiiimes,  how 
rldiculdus  it  is  to  brlrig  the  fire  engines  ! 
what  an  tifelefs  fet  of  people  the  fire-men 
are  !  what  iidnferife  it  is  to  take  precautions 
of  infurance  !  when,  if  you  only  permit  the 
fire  to  Continue  till  the  houfe  be  burnt  down 
to  the  ground,  the  flames  will  not  only  tire 
themfelves  out,  but  in  the  end  be  compieatly 
^xtingliifhedi 

5  Whether  the  ProfelTor  be  right  or  wrong  in 
ihis  conjeilure,  that  gonorrhoea  was  the  vene- 
real form  with  which  the  crew  of  the  voyag- 

!-«      '  ers 
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ers  itifedied  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
the  iflands  in  the  fouth  feas  ;  it  mufl  remain 
doubtful,  until  fome  good  authority  pofuively 
declares,  that  the  diieafe  was  fpread  there 
from  gonorrhoea.  But,  notwithftanding  the 
Profeflbr  afferts  from  no  other  authority  than 
his  bare  furrnife,  and  that  is  to  me  poor  au- 
thority indeed  !  yet  I  claim  the  right  of  con- 
vivSling  the  Profeflbr,  by  the  flrongeft  evidence 
that  can  poffibly  be  brought  into  an  Englifli 
Court  of  Jufiice ;  which  is,  by  his  own  con- 
feffion,  by  what  proceeds  out  of  his  own 
mouth  ;  and  I  fhall  make  the  appeal  imme- 
diately to  my  readers,  whether  I  have  not 
brought  fuch  convi6tions  home  to  the  Profeilor, 
or  rather,  in  this  inflance,  home  to  the  Confef- 
for  ;  but  I  Ihould  not  lay  fo  great  ftrefs  upon 
this,  if  it  were  not  a  matter  of  the  firft  magni- 
tude ;  and  not  bccaufe,  this  is  the  only  con- 
tradictory blunder  that  I  find  throughout  that 
part  of  his  performance  I  have  hitherto  peru- 
fed  ;  for  truth  bids  me  tell  it,  that  the  fcat- 
tered  differences  in  opinion  blaze  forth  every 
whereto  the  eyes  of  the  obferver,  as  obvious, 
.as  ftars  are  in  a  clear  night, 

**  But  as  we  find  in  Cook*s  lafl  ' voyage, 
"  that  thedlfeafe  in  every  form  is  now  there, 
"  and  as  we  have  no  intelligence  of  a  gonor- 

*«  rhoea 
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"  rhcEa  being  fince  introduced,  we  mufl  fup- 
pofe,  that  every  form  of  the  difeafe  has 
been  propagated  from  one  root,  which  mofli 
probably  was  a.  gonorrhoea  *. 

t^-_«f  jf'  jf 'j5*;Ynie,'-*a^  i's  afferted  in  a  voyage 
^'^  Voiind  the  world,  that  the  difeafe  w^as  caf- 
ri'ed  to  Otaheite  ;   It  fiiews  that  it  caii  he 

^on'g:  retained  after  all  ideas  of  its  exiftence 

p  , 

'*  hiive  ceafed.:  arid  when  it  is  retained  for 
**'^liich  ajength'of  time,  it  is  mofl:  probable 
"'  in  the  form  of  gonorrhoea  -f-. 

**  A  young. 'Somali  from  the  Magdaleti- 
Hofpital  was  received  into  that  houfe  two 
years  before,  and  continued  there  all  that 
time.     The  moment  fhe  came  out,  (he 
was  picked  up  by  one  who  was  in  waiting 

**  for  her  with  a  pofl:  chalfe  to  carry  her  off 
immediately;-    Ihe   gave   him   a  gonor- 

"  rhcea  i." 

^*rom  whence  1  took  the  above  quotations, 
there  I  find  innumerable  others,  of  cafes  that 
prove  the  bad  effedls:  of  gonorrhoea  ;  it  is  not 
material  to  me  for  what  purpofe  the  Profeffor 


*  Paje  15. 
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brings  forward  thcfe  cafes  ;  for  if  they  bq 
^rue,  he  may  apply  them  to  elucidate  one 
point  in  theory,  and  I  may  apply  them  to  elu- 
cidate another  ;  for  all  true  cafes  being  but  in^ 
ftruments  in  our  hands  to  be  applied  for  our 
advantage,  one  mj\y  employ  them  to  one  epd, 
and  cinqther  to  another  end,  Thefe  fo  far 
prove,  tjxat  the  ProfelTor  believes,  and  knows 
that  gonorrhoea  does  not  cure  itfelf ;  and 
that  gonorrhoea  can  comrqit  all  the  difaftrous 
mifchiefs  that  I  h^ve  attributed  to  it;  After 
my  readers  have  fatisfied  their  information, 
by  looking  at  the  above  picture  of  gonorrhoea 
giyen  by  the  Profeffor,  I  beg  that  they  would 
regard  its  reverfe  drawn  by  the  f^me  artift^j 
for,  redder e  -perjona  Jc'it  convenlentla  cuique^j 
and  their  own  corr^ment  fhali  fpare  me  frorn 
any  further  iatruflon  of  nay  obfervjitions  on 
^his  point  at  iffue, 

**  As  the  living  principle  in  many  difeafes 
**  is  not  capable  of  containing  the  fame 
*f  adlion,  it  alfq  lofes  this  power  in  the  pre- 
**  fent,  when  the  difeafes  is  in  the  form  of 
'*  a  gonorrhoea,  and  the  effedl  is  at  laO:  flop- 
^'  ped,  the  irritation  ceafing  gradually. 


*  Horace, 
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.  <«  The  circuraftaiice  of  the  ceafing  fpon- 
«*  taneoufly,  only  happens  when  it  attacks  a 
*'  fecrethig  furtace,  and  when  a  fecretion  of 
^'  pus  is  produced, 

^*  The  common  practice  proves  thofe  fa<£ls  ; 
*'  we  every  day  fee  gonorrhoeas  cured  by  the 
*f  nipft  ignorant ;  but  in  chancre  or  in  the  lues 
*J  veiiere^v  more  Ikili  is  neceiTary  :  .,the  reafbn 
*^  is  obvious,  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf ;  whilft 
^'^  the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe  require  iht 

affiftance  of  art. 

From  this  circumftance.  of -all  gonor- 
rhoea  ceafmg  withaut  medical  help,  &c. 
&c.  &c  *. 

*'  As  we  have  no  fpeclfic  medicine  for  go- 
^'  norrhoea,  it  is  fortunate  that  time  alone,  will 

effect  a  cure  :  it  is  therefore  reafonable  to 
**  fuppofe,  that  every  fuch  inflammation  gets 
M  well  of  itfelf. 

**  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  medicine 
can  be  very  feldona  of  any  kind  of  ufe. 

I  Page  35. 

I'  .   **  Upon 

i 
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^*  Upon  this  idea  of  every  goiiorrhcea  cu- 
ring  itfelf,  I  gave  certain   patients  bread 
pills  ;   the  patients  always  got  ,well  :  but 
"  fome  of  them  I  believe  not  fo  foon  as  they 
"  would  have  done,  had  the  artificial  methods 
*'  of  cure  b»een  employed*, 

"  Whatever  methods  are  nfed  for  the  cure, 
f  either  locally  or  conflitutionallyj;  it  is  al- 
^'  ways  .necefrary  to  have -  in  view  the  pofiH 
*♦  :bility  of  fome  of  the  mattisr  being  abforbed, 

and  afterwards  appearing  in  the  form  of  lues 
"  venerea  ;  to  prevent  which,  I  fhould  be  in-. 
*'  dined  to  give  fmall  dofes  of  mercury  in^ 
*'  ternally  f." 

Thus  have  I  brought  a  few  of  the  ProfefTor's 
fcattered  new  opinions,  and  fuch  as  are  refer- 
able to  the  fubjed  before  us,  to  a  focus,  and 
fet  the  collection  in  fo  advantageous  a  light, 
that  the  variety  gives  a  pleafmg  effed  of  each 
upon  the  other :  like  a  variegated  landfcape ; 
here  are  hill  and  dale,  wood  and  water,  lawn 
and  heath. 

It  is  not  the  firft  time  that  I  have  endeavour- 
ed to  polTefs  my  readers  with  a  fufpicion,  that 

*  Page  69,  70.  ir  Page  86. 

has 
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has  all  along  clung  to  my  belief,  that  the  Pro* 
Ifeflbr  plays  off  his  new  opinions  in  theory,  and 
^reconciles  himfelf  to  adopt  our  old  ones  in 
pradice.    This  accounts  for  his  cautious  pru- 
dence, though  reludantly  fet  down,  of  betray- 
ing an  inchnation  to  give  a  few  dofes  of  mer- 
.  ary.    As  I  proceed  further  in  this  remarkable 
chapter,  a  chapter  that  cannot  be  outdone  by 
Quivedo  himfelf,   I  find  that  the  ProfefFor, 
inftead  of  filling  up  the  remaining  pages  of  it, 
with  more  fucccefsful  cafes  of  bread  pills,  with 
no  re  cafes  effedled  by  conftitutional  difpofitions 
without  artificial  aid,  has  already  difcovered 
m  intention  to  abandon  his  new  ground,  and 
:o  fall  into  the  ranks ;  familiarly  fpeaking,  to 
become  one  of  us.;  to  engage  the  enemy  with 
:ke  fame  weapons  that  we  do  ;  and  to  be  fub- 
to  our  difcipline.    I  fhall  watch  this  ma- 
HJPUvre,  and  if  I  find  it  a  feint,  my  readers 
hall  know  it.    The  fad  is,  that  the  Profeflor 
MTOceeds  to  treat  of  the  different  modes  of  cure, 
mongft  all  of  which,  I  fee  no  novelty,  that  I 

fuld  iloop  to  pick  up  :  All  methods,  that  eve- 
body  knows,  or  that  every  body  has  tried 
ner  or  later,  that  have  folio  wed  the  old  faftiio- 
l  pra£tice  of  curing  this  difeafe,  are  ferved 
to  our  view,  hke  an  exhibition  of  pidures, 
1  fo  judicioufly  remarked  upon  by  the  Pro- 
feffor, 


V 
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fefTor,  as  to  borrow  new  Iplendour  by  the  frefh 
varnifh  he  lays  upon  them. 

I  fliall  proceed  to  give  my  readers  the  beft 
idea  I  can  of  the  Profeflbr's  opmions,  and  rulcj 
to  be  oblerved,  in  the  treatment  of  the  gonorr- 
hcEa. 

*'  The  firll:  thing  to  be  confidered  is,  the 
inflammation    itfelf,  whether  violent  or 
*'  mild,  whether  common  or  irritable  ;  yet 
*'  even  when  this  is  afcertained  we  have  not  in 
*'  all  cafes  the  cure  in  our  power/' 

"  When  the  fymptoms  are  violent,  but  of 

the  common  inflammatory  kind,  which  is 
*'  to  be  collected  from  the  attending  circum- 
*'  ftances,  particularly  the  extent  of  inflamma- 
*'  tion  not  exceeding  the  fpecific  diftance,  the 
"  local  mode  of  cure  may  be  either  irritating 
*'  or  foothing  till    the  original    violence  is 

over.  Irritation  in  the  prefent  cafe,  may  be 
"  attended  with  lefs  danger  than  in  the  irrita- 
*'  ble  inflammation,  and  may  alter  the  fpecific 
*'  adion,  but  to  produce  this  efFe<5l  it  mull;  be 

greater  than  the  irritation  from  the  original 
*'  injury.** 

After 


(    Si  ) 

"  After  all,  however,  I  believe  the  foothing 
^'  plan  is  the  beil:  at  the  beginning.^' 

Here  we  "are  treated  with  a  fublime  flight  of 
the  ProfeiTor,  "  irritable  inflammation,"  he 
has  undertaken  to  explain  this  new  opinion  by 
a  note,  but,  until-he  adds  afecond  note  to  ex- 
plain his  firfl,  my  readers  mufl  remain  in  the 
•fame  ignorance  that  I  do,  and  be  content  to 

guefs  at  his  meaning  ;  for  like  every  myftery 
it  is  inveloped  in  dark  obfcurity,  and  hidden 
from  the' reach- of  vulgar  underftandihg.  As  the 
reader  may  perceive  from  the  quotations  I  have 
already  given,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  explain 
'to  them  the  ideas  the  Profeffor  entertains  of  the 
cure  of  a  gonorrhoea,  now  he  brings  his  new 
opinions  into  play:  Notliing  can  be  more  un- 
determined than  the  fyftem  he  adopts  :  It  can 
hardly  be  called  a  fyftem  :  The  word  chance 
is  much  better  to  call  it  by.  All  that  I  can 
colka  from  the  above  extracts  is,  that  the  ir- 
ritating plan  is  not  dangerous,  and  the  foothing 
fafe.  But  direaiy  after,  he  fays,  Nothing 
fliould  be  done  that  may  tend  to  fliop  the 
*'  difchprge. — The  conflitution  fhould  be 
"  altered  if  poffible.  If  the  conflitution  cannot 
*'  be  altered,  nothing  is  to  be  done  but  to  al- 

M  «  low 
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low  the  parts  to  tire  themfelves  out  by  a 
"  continuance  of  the  fame  aclion." 

What  a  forlorn  hope  has  the  Profefibr  hung 
out  to  his  patient  !  a  gonorrhoea  may  remain 
upon  him  for  years  ;  he  muft  be  fhut  out  from 
the  moft  alluring  enjoyments  ;  he  cannot  be 
cured ;  there  is  no  fpecifick  in  the  catalogue 
of  remedies.  Irritable  inflammation  may  come 
on,  and  then  the  difeafe  becomes  To  unruly  as 
to  break  over  its  fpecifick  bounds.  It  is  vain 
for  him  to  cry  out,  that  he  is  tired  before  the 
parts  attacked  are  ;  for  they  muft  be  allowed 
to  tire  themfelves  out  by  a  continuance  of 
the  fame  aftion.'*  Go,  fays  he,  to  the  pa- 
tient, you  have  got  a  runaway  horfe,  I  can 
make  you  no  bridle  that  will  govern  him  ; 
when  he  gallops  away  with  you,  fpur  him  on  ; 
tire  him  and  he  will  flop  of  himfelf ;  you 
may  coax  him  to  ftop  if  you  can  ;  but  if 
neither  will  avail,  I  lay  again,  keep  your  feat, 
and  tire  him  out. 

I  (hall  juft  lay  before  my  readers  one  more 

extracfl,  and  then  get  rid  of  this  chapter  of 

difficulties,  as  foon  as  I  can,  for  I  may,  with 

truth,  that  cannot  be  impeached,  affirm,  that 

Locke  himfelf,  in  his  effiiy  on  human  under- 
i  {land- 
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landing,  is  not  half  fo  abftr.ufe  as  the  Pro- 
felibr  is,  in  his  elTay  on  animal  gonorrhoea. 
There  may  be  more  in  his  reafon,  than  is 
dreamt  of  in  my  philofophy,  but  I  cannot  find 
it  out,  Iconfefs  my  incapacity. 

*'  When  the  inflammation  has  confiderably 
*'  abated,   the  difeafe  only  now  remaining 
"  in  a  mild  form,  it  may  be  attacked  locally, 
"  violence  is  flill  to  be  avoided ;  becaufe  it 
may  bring  back  the  irritation.    At  this  pe- 
*'  riod  gentle  aflringents  may  be  applied  with 
"  a  profpecl  of  fuccefs ;  or  if  the  difeafe  has 
**  begun  mildly,  and  there  are  no  ligns  of  an 
*'  inflammatory  dlfpofitlon  either  of  the  com- 
"  mon,  or  irritable  kind  ;  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
*'  the  fpeclfic  mode  of  atSlion  quickly,  an  irri- 
tating  injection  may  be  ufed,  which  will  in- 
creafe  the  fymptoms  for  a  time,  but  when  it 
"  is  left  off,  they  will  often  abate,  or  whol- 
*'  ly  dlfappear.    In  fuch  a  ffate  of  parts,  aflrin- 
«  gents  may  be  ufed  ;  for  the  only  thing  to  be 
done,  is  to  procure  a  ceflation  of  the  dlf- 
'  charge,  which  is  now  the  principle  fymp- 
'  torn." 


I  am  confident,  that,  if  a  man  of  fuperior 
alents  to  me,  and  with  a  ftronger  difpofition 

M  2.  to 
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to  fatire,  had  taken  upon  him  the  tafk  of  pro- 
ving the  theory  of  the  Profeffor  by  the  teft  of 
criticifm,  the  fubjeft  before  us  would  have 
wanned  him,  and  he  would  have  proceeded  in 
his  triumph  with  more  than  common  rapture ; 
the  brow  of  the  Profeffor  would  have  been 
deeply  furrowed,  and  fuch  an  irritation  would 
have  been  raifed  on  his  feelings,  as  would 
have  reached  my  fympathy.  I  am  only  angry 
at  his  miftaking  himfelf  all  this  while ;  from 
his  fituation,  we  had  a  right  to  expe£l,  that 
every  innovation  would  have  been  clear  and 
diftin£l.  This  is  not  an  age  for  abfurd  theory, 
and  the  Profeffor's  powers  are  not  equal  to 
charm  us  into  a  wrong,  perfuafion.  Experi- 
ment, the  touchftone  for  truth,  is  the  high 
road  for  the  Profeffor.  But  as  his  friend,  the 
Abbe  Fontana  fays,  after  all,  I  fear  that  man 
loves  better  to  be  admired  than  ufeful ;  mar- 
vellous than  true  ;  difficult  than  important. 


Pago 
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L^age  72.  Of  the  different  Modes  of  Frao- 
tice — Kvacuants—AJlringents, 

The  ProfefTor  divides  the  remedies  com- 
monly recommended  in  gonorrhoea,  into  two 
kinds,  internal  and  local.  The  internal  reme- 
dies are  divided  into  evacnants  and  aftringents. 
"  The  evacuants  are  principally  of  the  purga- 
"  tive  or  diuretic  kind,  every  praiftitioner  fup- 

pofing  that  he  is  in  poffeffion  of  the  beft  re- 
**  medy;  mercury,  neutral  falts,  nitre."  The 
ProfefTor  has  no  great  opinion  of  thefe  remedies. 
*'  For  what  idea"  lays  he,  "  can  we  form  of 

irritation  produced  all  along  the  inteflinal 
^'  canal  curing  a  fpecific  inilammation  in  the 
**  urethra?"  "  Yet"  for  it  isimpoflible  for  the 
Profeflor  to  be  pofitive  in  any  opinion  but  in 
his  new  ones      there  are  cafes  where  a  brifk 

purge  has  even  performed  a  cure." 

Aftringents  though  often  given,  yet  have 
been  always  condemned  by  thofe  who  call 
*'  themfelves  the  judicious  and  regular  prac- 
titioners."    The  ProfefTor,      believes  that 

they 
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they  do  not  in  any  cafe  lelTen  the  venereal 
inflammation,  but  certainly  they  often  leffeu 
the  difcharge.*'        As  that  effed  however 

'  doesnotconftitute  acure,  it  is  not  neceflarv 
to  produce  it."    The  profe/Tor  "  can  con- 

*  ceive  that  the  balfams,  with  fomething  elfe, 

'  may  help  to  leffon  the  difcharge,  as  the  in- 

'  flammation  abates." 


Page  74.  Of  Local  Applications — different 
Kinds  of  InjeBions — irritating — Se- 
dative— Emollient — Aflringent^ 

<*  Local  applications  may  be  either  internal 
'  to  the  urethra,  external  to  the  pubis,  or 
'  both  ;  all  of  which  will  be  in  manv  cafes 
'  necefTary.   The  internal,  or  thofe  applied  to 

*  the  urethra,  would  feem  moft  likely  to  cure 
'  this  fpecies  of  difeafe,  by  coming  immedi- 
'  ately  into  conta6l  with  the  difeafed  parts ; 
'  for  if  they  have  any  power  of  a6lion,  what- 
'  ever  that  be,  it  muft  be  in  oppofition  to  the 
'  venereal  irritation ;  therefore  we  might  fup- 
'  pofe,  that  moft  irritations  that  are  not  ve- 

*  nereal,  would  tend  to  a  cure  ;  but  certainly 

this 


(    87  ) 

«  this  is  not  the  cafe.  If  on  the  contrary:,  the 
'  apphcations  are  fuch  as  quiet  irritation,  thej 

«  muft  alfo  be  of  fervice  Thefe  applica- 

'  tions  may  be  fluid,  or  folic!."— "  By  fluid," 
le  means  "  a  wafli  to  the  fore,'*  by  fo.lid  "a 
'  bougee"  and  at  length,  he  tells  us,  that 
«  fluid  applications  are  called  injedlions,  and 
<  which  are  without  number ;  but  the  great 
'  variety  of  injedions,  and  every  venereal  in- 
'  flammation  getting  well  during  their  ufe, 
'  which  was  likewife  obferved  to  happen  when 
internal  medecines  were  given,  are  flrong 
'  corroborating  circumftances  in   fivour  of 
'  the  opinion,   that  every  fuch  complaint 
'  will  ill  time  cure  itfelf." 

This  laft  obfervation  of  the  Profeffor  fhall 
ot  efcape  my  notice  for  a  moment.  And  is 
^his  all  the  foundation  he  has  for  unqualified 
ffertions,  that  injections  do  not  cure  a  gonor- 
hoea,  but  that  gonorrhoea  cures  itlelf  ?  Be- 
aufe  a  variety  of  injections  are  given,  and 
'.  ery  venereal  inflammation  gets  well  during 
iieir  ufe?  Is  this  the  fcource  from  whence 
he  Profeffor  draws  his  flrong  conclufion,  that 
ery  fuch  complaint  will  in  time  cure  itfelf  ? 
The  prefamption  may  carry  him  further  than 
le  was  aware  of;  for  proof  he  cannot  call  it  ; 

It 
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It  is  prefumption  arUing  out  of  a  determined 
obftlnate  principle  of  doubting  every  theory 
but  his  own  opinions  ;    for,  he  might  alio 
have  afierted,  and  it  would  have  been  much 
more  confonant  to  reafon  :  That  the  great  va- 
riety of  injections  given,  and  every  inflam- 
mation getting  well  during  their  ufe,  are  ftron 
corroborating  circumftances  in  favour  of  tli 
opinion,  thgt  they  may  all  tend  to  the  fam 
end,  and  that  the  complaint  yields  to  their 
fpecihc  power.    Is  there  but  one  way  to  cure^ 
a  chancre  r    Does  tlie  Profeflbr  not  give  us 
hereafter  to  underftand,  that  there  is  more 
than  one  ?    I  alk   him  this,    becaufe  I  do 
not  wilh  to  foreflall  the  after  page  that  will 
tell  it.    Does  he  not  in  bubo  advife  different 
means  ?    Does  he  not  aid,  or  change  the  pre- 
iparation  of  mercury  in  blotches  on  the  fkin  ?i 
In  nodes  in  the  boVies  ?    In  fhort,  does  he  de-j 
pend  upon  mercury  folely,  and  in  one  form 
in  the  cure  of  all  venereal  cafes,  where  he  ad- 
mits of  the  fpecific  power  of  mercury  to  cure 
them  ?    If,  in  thele  inftances,  he  goes  throug! 
his  cure  of  all  fymptoms,  and  every  llage  ot 
them,  without  calling  into  his  aid,  as  new 
fymptoms  offer,    other  remedies,  or  trying 
mercury  in  other  forms,  I  fay,  if  he  does  cK 
fo,  th»n  do  I  yield  all  refiftence  to  all  his  new 
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opinions,  and  upon  thefe  terms  alone  do  I 
admit,  that  he  has  argued  more  for  the  honour- 
able caufe  ot  inveftigating  truth,  than  for  the 
contemptible  vanity  of  being  fmgular. 

But  the  ProfefTor  might  as  well  have  fliid, 
you  can  only  convince  me  that  there  is  a  fpe- 
cific  for  gonorrhoea,  as  tliere  is  for  chancre 
or  conftitutional  venereal  difeafe,  by  giving 
me  proof  that  there  is  but  one  fpecific,  that 
you  have  that  fpecific  in  your  pofleflion,  and 
that  I  will  fee  the  application  of  it,  and  that 
it  fliall  reft  with  me  to  determine,  whether  it 
be  a  fpecific  or  not.  This  is  what  I  call  a 
fpecific  in  the  ftricteft  fenfe  ;  if  the  Profeffor 
means  as  much,  I  can  only  fiy,  that  when  he 
aflerts  that  there  is  no  fpecific  for  gonorrhoea, 
he  calls  for  more  proof  than  he  -requires  for 
chancre,  or  conftitutional  venereal  difeafe. 

But  Immediately  after  this  the  Profefibr  af- 
fumes  fuch  a  fyftem  as  I  know  nothingy?;;?//^  aui 
fccundum  to  it.  He  begins  to  treat  of  the  cure 
of  a  gonorrhoea  according  to  the  old  opinion, 
whilft  he  is  combating  the  doctrine  by  his  new 
one.  The  favourite  maxims  inculcated  by  the 
ancients  and  fan£lioned  by  the  rnoderns,  of 
adhering  to  eftabliflied  rules  unlefs  better  can 
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be  provided,  are  fpurned  by  the  Profefldr ; 
he  has  built  a  new  houfe,  but  will  not  quit 
the  old  one  ;  he  has  raifed  up  a  new  theory, 
but  dares  not  conform  a  praftice  to  it;  he 
has  built  upon  a  fandy  foundation  indeed  ! 
The  ProfelTor  may  depend  upon  it,  that  he 
is  erring  from  the  rule  of  right  \yhen  he 
finds  fault  without  beinp-  able  to  amend. 
This  is  what  my  fufpicions  all  along  led 
me  to,  and  I  find  them  well  founded.  Does 
the  ProfefTor  fend  away  thofe  unfortunate 
vidlims  he  devotes  to  be  tired  out  by  a  go- 
norrhoea ?  If  he  does,  and  for  confcience  fake, 
I  will  be  obliged  to  him  to  fend  them  to  me ; 
for  although  I  have  a  confcience  alio,  yet  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  fo  delicately  wrought  as  the  Pro- 
feflbr's ;  I  iliould  endeavour  to  cure  them,  I 
ihould  flill  try  to  prevent  all  evils  (as  he  calls 
them)  that  arife  from  negieded  gonorrhoea  ; 
notwithflanding  the  comfort  he  has  held  out  to 
the  contrary,  which  muft  be  at  leafl  as  grate- 
ful to  the  feelings  of  the  unfortunate  patients, 
as  a  wet  blanket  wrapped  over  them.  But  I 
am  fure  the  ProfefTor  will  not  part  with  one 
of  them  :  the  pious  fraud  of  bread  pills  was 
meant  to  amufe  us ;  to  detain  his  patientsj 
fomething  more,  as  hereafter  will  appear,  will 
be  attempted  at  leafl:  by  him  ;  and  perhaps 

what 
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what  others  attempt,  but  I  truft  with  more 
confidence  and  fiiccefs. 

«'  I  fhall divide,  fays  he,  injedions  according 
"  to  their  particular  effeds  upon  the  urethra, 
"  into  four  kinds ;  the  irritating,  fedative, 
"  emollient,  and  aftringent.  The  fpecific,  I  he- 
*'  lieve  is  not  yet  difcovered,  although  a  mer- 
"  curial  injedion,  in  fome  form  or  other,  is 
"  by  moll:  people  fuppofed  to  be  pofleffed  of 
^*  fuch  a  power,  and  of  courfe  this  mhieral 
**  makes  p?^rt  of  many  of  the  injections  now 
*'  in  ufe." 

His  irritating  inje£lion  is  compofed  of  a  &- 
lution  of  fublimate.  His  fedative,  of  opiuA.T, 
faccharum  faturni,  advifing  at  the  fame  time 
deluting  liquors.  His  emollient,  of  gum 
arable,  milk  and  water,  and  fvi^eet  oil.  And  his 
aftringent,  of  the  gums,  as  dragon's  blood,  the 
balfams,  and  the  turpentines  dilTolved  in  wa- 
ter ;  the  juices  of  many  vegetables,  as  oak 
bark,  peruvian  bark,  tormcntil  root,  and  per- 
haps all  the  metallic  falts,  as  green,  blue,  and 
white  vitriols  ;  the  falts  of  mercury,  and  alfo 
alum. 

*'  External  apphcatlons,  poultices  and  fo- 
mentations — ^when  the  glands  of  the  ure- 

N  2  <*  thra 


(    9^  ) 

"  tbra  are  fwelled,  the  application  ot  mercu- 
*'  rial  ointment  may  be  proper,  after  the  in- 
"  flammation  has  fubfided.  Indeed  mercurial 
*'  ointment  is  often  applied  when  in  a  ftate 
"♦•of  inflammation,"  but  he  fiiys  "  he  is  not 
"  perfedly  fatisfied  of  the  -qtility  of  fuch 
y  pradice," 

Such  is  the  catalogue  of  remedies  that 
the  Profeffor  has  made  out  for  the  gratifica- 
tion of  our  eager  curiofity,  and  quenching  our 
uncommon  and  preffing  thirft  for  informa- 
tion. Such  is  the  inexhauftible  treafure  from 
this  fountain.  Here"  are  calculated  remedies 
for  all  conftitutions,  from  the  rich  king  down 
to  the  poor  beggar.  But  I  would  not  wifh 
to  turn  my  back  upon  my  old  acquaint- 
ances ;  and  I  hope,  although  I  find  them  in 
company  with  the  Profeflbr,  that  I  may  be 
permitted  the  honour  of  recognifing  them  ; 
for,  I  firmly  believe,  that  there  is  not  a  pupil 
of  two  months  landing  in  this  city,  "who 
does  not  know  all  the  remedies  remarked 
upon  by  the  Profeflbr,  as  well  as  I  do.  That 
they  may  choofe  to  throw  afide  the  worfer 
part  of  them,  I  will  not  deny,  and  perhaps 
they  may  be  hi  the  right  if  they  did, 

Irritating 
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.  "  Irritating  injections  do  not  agree  with  all 
"  Inflammations  ariling  from  venereal  poifon  ; 
*'  it  may  be  alked,  in  what  cafes  are  the  ir- 
"  ritating  injedions  to  be  ufed  with  advan- 
^'  tage  ?    This  I  have  not  been  able  to  de- 

termine.  Where  the  perinaeum  is  very  fiif- 
<'  ceptible  of  inflammation,  nor  where  there 
"  is  a  tendency  in  the  bladder  to  irritation  ; 

in  fuch  cafes  I  have  not  fucceeded  with 
"  them  ;  they  do  not  only  do  no  good,  but 
<*  they  often  do  harm,  for  I  have  feen  them 

make  the  inflammation  fpread  further  ill 
*'  the  urethra,  and  I  think  I  have  reafon  to 
*'  fufpe6l  that  they  have  been  the  caufe  of 

abcefTes  in  perinseo."  This  lafl:  obferva- 
tion  the  ProfefTor  qualifies  with  a  note  to  ex- 
plain. "  It  is  however  to  be  remarked,  that 
"  this  fymptom  is  not  always  to  be  attributed 

to  injedions  ;  for  it  often  happens  when 
*'  none  are  ufed.'* 

Of  fedative  injedions — The  Profeflbr  de- 
clares for  "  opium,  being  perhaps  the  beft 
"  fedative  v/e  have  ;  but  even  opium  will  not 
"  agree,  or  aft  as  a  fedative  in  all  parts  ;  on 

the  contrary,  it  often  has  oppofite  effefts, 
"  producing  great  irritability.    Saccharum  fa- 
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^'  turni  makes  a  good  fedative  aflringent  iii- 
je6lion." 

Of  emollient  injeclions — he  fays,  "  they 
are  the  propereft  when  the  in^ammation  is 
very  great ;  they  are  probably  firfl  ufeful 
"  by  fimply  wafhing  av/ay  the  matter,  and 
"  then, leaving  a. foft  application  to  the  part.** 
I  fhall  jufl:  put  the  Profeffbr  in  mind,  and 
bring  to  the  recolleOiion  of  my  readers,  that 
the  Profefibr  has  all  along  peVfifted,  that  the 
matter  could  do  no  harm  ;  and  here  is  my 
authority  for  the  obfervation  :    "  Wafliing  of 
*«  a  fore  I  believe  unneceffary;  for  I  imagine 
,that  matter  from  any  fore  whatever,  is  al- 
ways  fuch  as  cannot  Simulate  the  fore  into 
^'  any  a£tion 

Of  aftringent  injedlions — "  They  fhould 
only  be  ufed  at  the  latter  end  of  the  dif- 
"  eafe,  when  it  has  become  mild,  and  the 
parts  begin  to  itch.  But  this  fhould  be 
*'  according  to  circumftances,  and  if  the  dif- 
*'  eafe  began  mildly,  they  fhould  be  ufed  at 
"  the  very  beginning  ;  for  by  gradually  lef- 
"  fening  the  difcharge  without  increafuig  the 

*  Page  76. 

inflammation, 


(    95  ) 

"  Inflammation,  we  compleat  the  cure,  and 
«'  prevent  a  continuation  of  the  difcharge, 
"  called  a  gleet."    I  am  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
to  which  of  the  five  words,   "  But,  probable, 
♦*  feldom,  happen,  and  believe,"  the  Profef- 
for  owes  the  moft  obligation.    They  certainly 
are  his  coat  of  armour,  which  he  puts  on  when 
he  combats  old  opinions  ;  but  his  new  opi- 
nions want  neither  coat  of  mail,  breaft-plate, 
or  faichin  ;   they  are  bold  in  their  own  na- 
,  kednefs,  are  truth  itfelf,  beft  to  be  admired  in 
the  ftrongeft  light',  and  "  unadorned,  adorned 
the  moft." 

Such  is  the  difpofition  which  the  Profeflbr 
has  made  for  the  attack  of  a  difeafe,  that,  if 
but  let  alone,  would  cure  itfelf.    But  if  any 
of  my  readers  be  defirous  of  knowing  how 
and  when  thefe  reniedies  are  to  be  applied,  he 
will  be  difappointed  in  that  expedlation  from 
me.    For,  when  the  Profqflbr  conferred  upon 
us  his  ideas,   he  ought   to  have  furnifhed 
us   with   intelledls    to   comprehend  them. 
He  tells  us  that  the  remedies  do  not  always 
a£t  alike,  that  they  do  good  and  they  do  harm  : 
Sometimes  this  firft,  and  fo  vice  verfa  '^  ring  all 
changes  upon  them,  and  their  harmony  will 
Ml  be  the  fame  ;  if  you  regulate  them  by  the 
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fcale  of  a  country  dance,  thus,  let  fcdatlvc 
and  emollient  fet  corners  ;  figure  in  irrita- 
ting ;  and  lead  down  aftringent  ;  then  all 
four  hands  round  ;  right  and  left  :  This  dif- 
pofition  may  do,  or  it  may  not  do  ;  thefe  are 
my  adopted  remedies,  and  I  have  nothing  bet- 
ter to  offer. 

But  to  be  a  little  more  ferious  ;  when  a 
man  comes  forth  with  a  voluminous  work  full 
of  innovation  in  theory  only,  without  any 
thing  Uke  the  fliadow  of  imprpvement  in 
pradtice,  which  I  proteH:  to  be  the  cafe  in 
point,  as  far  as  I  have  now  perufed  ;  to  what 
good  can  fuch  work  tend  ?  If  the  difeafe  be 
not  better  underflood,  if  contradi6tions  and 
doubts  take  place  of  matters  of  fa6t,  if  the 
ma?rk  of  cure  be  removed  at  a  greater  diftance 
from  us  in  proportion  as  the  theory  is  at- 
tempted to  be  changed,  and  no  new  remedy 
preferred  ;  where  is  all  that  advantage  which 
is  gained  from  true  knowledge  ?  Is  it  to  be 
found  in  this  performance  of  the  Profeflbr  ? 
1  have  heard  of,  and  I  have  lived  long  enough 
to  be  a  witnefs  to  a  theory  that  has  helped  to 
pradlice,  and  to  a  pradice  that  has  helped  to- 
theory  :  fuch  have  been  no  fooner  given  out 
by  their  refpedive  authors,  than  they  flafhed 
I  convidion 
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conviaion  on  all,  and  became  generally 
adopted  in  fpite  of  mean  oppofition.  The 
pra6lice  of  treating  putrid ,  fore  throats  in 
a  new  manner  was  generally  approved  from 
the  theory  of  Dr.  Fothergill.  The  theory  of 
treating  the  fmall  pox  in  a  new  manner,  was 
conceived  from  the  praftice  of  the  Suttcns. 
The  giving  opium  in  mortifications,  not  to 
mention  his  other  valuable  improvements, 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Pott.  Do  we  derive 
any  fuch  profitable  information  from  the  book 
before  us  ?  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  eighty- 
three  pages  that  I  have  hitherto  examined, 
which  bids  fairer  to  remove  the  dreadful  lymp-« 
toms  of  a  gonorrhoea?  Or  has  the  Profeffor 
done  himfelf  credit,  or  treated  with  candour 
the  general  fyftem  already  adopted,  when  he 
denies  its  efficacy,  without  being  able  to  pro- 
duce one  more  efficacious  ;  when  he  doubts 
every  thing,  becaufe  he  would  not  be  feen  to 
acquiefce  in  any  thing  ;  and  wdien,  for  the 
fake-  of  deviating  from  the  path  hitherto  trod- 
den, he  has  gone  out  of  his  way,  and  be- 
wildered himfelf  and  his  readers  by  conftant 
errors  and  palpable  contradictions  ?  The  re- 
fult  of  my  new  opinion  is,  for  1  in  my  turn 
have  a  right  to  a  new  opinion,  that  the  Pro- 
feffor is  more  at  home  with  his  knife  than  his 
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pen  ;  that,  by  a  perverfe  application  of  his 
mental  endowments,  he  has  diminifhed  and 
wafted  his  reputation  ;  that  his  anatomical 
comparative  knowledge  was  a  wedge  of  gold 
to  him,  the  advantageous  application  of  which 
he  has  negle(fled  ;  and  that  he  has,  by  em- 
ploying his  labour  in  expanding  the  leaves  be- 
fore us,  exchanged  folid  wealth  for  feeble 
fplendour.  This  ought  to  have  been  told  to 
him  in  the  clofet,  but  I  truft  the  opportu- 
nity may  not  be  now  too  late. 

Page  84.  Of  ihe  T'reatfitent  of  the 
Confiltutlon  in  the  Cure  of  the  Go- 
norrhaa. 

"  So  capricious  fometimes  is  this  form  of 
difeafe  in  its  cure,  that  I  have  feen  by  an 
"  accidental  fever  coming  on,  the  difcharge 
*'  flop,  the  pain  in  making  water  go  off,  and 
"  the  gonorrhoea  finally  terminate  with  the 
**  'fever."  As  the  Profellbr  makes  no  remark 
upon  this,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  he 
conceived  the  whole  venereal  concern  to  be 
at  an  end.  In  the  only  inftancc,  where  I 
I  ever 
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ever  faw  a  gonorrhoea  difappear  in  this  man- 
ner, the  confequence  was,  that  the  patient 
endured  the  moft  confirmed  lues  venerea  that 
ever  I  have  feen  in  all  my  pradice.  A  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  war  was  feized  with  the 
fmall  pox,  whilft  a  gonorrhoea  was  on  him  ; 
he  had  the  fmall  pox  fo  very  bad,  that  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  he  recovered  :  the  go- 
norrhoea left  him  altogether.  He  went,  as 
foon  as  he  recovered  from  the  fmall  pox,  to 
fea,  was  abfent  from  England  more  than 
twelve  months,  and  returned  in  a  moil  ema- 
ciated flate,  with  nodes  upon  his  bones,  at- 
tended with  inceflant  pains,  and  a  large  ulcer 
over  all  the  palate,  fore-teeth  out,  and  the 
bone  was  a  caries.  Much  mercury  had  been 
given  at  fea  to  him,  but  to  no  purpofe.  He 
recovered  at  Dr.  Kelly* s  at  Knightfbridge, 
by  warm  bathing,  milk  diet,  decodion  of  far- 
faparilla,  and  a  little  mercury  was  given,  when 
his  conftitution  had  been  previoufly  mended. 
Dr.  Wright  attended  him  with  me.  So  much 
for  the  fecurity  of  gonorrhoea  curing  itfclf. 
I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  more  a  perfon 
is  out  of  health,  the  more  likely  the  vene- 
real virus  is  to  be  abforbed.  At  any  rate,  the 
cafe  above  proves  direclly  the  contrary  to  an 
opinion  the  Profefibr  would  fix  us  with  :  "  It 
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"  appears  to  me  beyond  a  doubt,  that  no  two 
*'  adions  can  take  place  in  the  fame  conflitu.- 
*'  tion,  at  the  fame  time."  Here  we  find 
the  Profeflbr  pofitive,  but  this  is  one  of  his 
new  opinions  ;  perhaps  he  is  in  the  right. 
We  ought  to  be  pro ii deft  of  our  own  children  ; 
and  the  more  rickety  they  are,  the  more  pa- 
ternal tendernefs  they  require  from  us.  Does 
the  ProfcfTor  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  virus 
was  dormant  whiiil:  it  was  abforbing  from  the 
urethra  into  tiie  habit  ? 

"  Unfortunately  there  are  cafes  where  no 
*|  known  method  leffe^is  the  fymptoms  ;  eva- 
^'  cuations  have  produced  no  abatement,  the 

ftrengthening  plan  has  been  as  unfuccefsr 

ful,  fedatives  and  emollients  have  procured 
*'  no  relief ;    and  time  alone  has  performed 

the  cure," 

I  am  ftill  of  opinion,  that  much  more  might 
be  done,  than,  as  the  Profeffor  tells  us,  hatb 
been  done.  And  with  all  fubmiflion  to  his 
fuperiour  power,  I  fhall  repeat  an  aflertion 
that  I  made  a  few  pages  back,  and  although 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Profeflbr,  I 
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fhall  not  ihrink  from  the  credit  I  ftake  upon 
it.     The  Profeffor  in  very  pathetic  ftrains, 
and  with  much  feeming  candour,  finding  that 
he  can  no  longer'guide  at  the  hehn,  abandons 
his  poft,  and  commits  his  bark  to  the  florm. 
And  could  he  leave  his  cafes  to  the  apathetick 
event  of  time,  when  he  had  only  called  to  liis 
aid  the  above  refources  ?    All  of  them  feem 
to  me  calculated  to  bring  the  patients  to  the 
very  predicament  he  is  about  -to  leave  them 
in.    Let  any  man  turn  to  the  particular  ar- 
ticles in  the  feparate  claffes  above  recited, 
and  fee  if  he  can  find  what  he  himfelf  terms 
any  thing  like  a  fpecific  in  the  flrengthening 
plan,  the  fedative,  or  emollient  ;  evacuations 
the  Profeffor  has  no  more  opinion  of  than  1 
have.    Where  was  mercury  all  this  while  ? 
Where  was  his  irritating  injection  ?  Why 
did  he  play  with  the  cafes,  and  fuffer  them  to 
arrive  to  fuch  a  defperate  height  ?    I  fay  that 
a  mercurial  inje£lion  is  a  fpecific  in  the  cure 
of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  that  the  cure  is  only 
made  difficult  and  ii^portant  from  procraflina- 
tion  ;  by  permitting  the  virus  to  extend  its  ill 
effects,  and  by  widening  the  inflammatory 
furface.     Such  muft  always  be  the  confe- 
quences,  where  the  application  of  mercury  is 
to  wait  upon  the  departure  of  inflammation  ; 

for 
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for  the  cUfeafe  rniiH-  not  only  be  protra£led, 
but  aggravated,  if  the  fpecific  power  of  the 
virus  be  not  deftroyed.  And  I  cannot  imprefs 
this  momentous  concern  too  flrongly  upon  the 
minds  of  my  readers,  that  delay  in  the  cure 
is  the  general  caufe  of  all  the  untoward 
fymptoms  that  arife  out  of  gonorrhoea.  The 
fedatives,  the  emollients,  and  the  aftringents, 
fet  down  by  the  Profe/Tor,  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  adventitious  aids  feie6led  to  act  un- 
der the  all  controuling  power  of  mercury  ; 
as  flip  flops  to  James's  powder,  and  as  va- 
rieties of  adjundls  are  to  bark,  I  hope  to  hear 
no  more  of  this  milk  and  water  fyflem  : 
Bread  pills  were  bad  enough. 

Page  88.  Of  the  "freatment  of  occafwnal 
Symptoms  of  Gonorrh^Ba, 

The  ProfefTor  fays,  "as  the  following 
"  fymptoms  are  only  occafional  confequences 
"  of  venereal  gonorrhoea,  being  the  efFe£ls  of 
"  an  irritation  in  the  urethra,  and  therefore 
"  not  venereal  ;  they  are  to  be  treated  in  the 
*'  fame  manner  as  if  they  arofe  from  any 
"  other  caufe." 


AH 
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All  that  I  fhall  obferve  upon  the  above 
opinion,  is,  that  thefe  occafional  confequences 
arife  from  the  irritating  virus  on.  the  urethra, 
and  that  what  began  in  virulent  inflammation, 
if  permitted  to  continue  any  length  of  time, 
will  end  in  a  fixed  difeafe  on  the  parts,  after 
all  the  virus  that  gave  caufe  to  it  is  no  more. 
In  other  words,  I  fay  that  thefe  confequences 
will  always  be  found  in  an  aggravated  con- 
dition, <ivhere  there  has  been  a  negle(ft  of  re- 
moving the  original  irritation,  or  where  a  go- 
norrhoea is  left  to  cure  itfelf. 


Of  Bleedings  from  the  Urethra:^ 

Thefe,  the  ProfefTor  obferves,  always  go  ofF 
in  the  ufual  time  of  the  cure  of  a  gonor- 
rhcEa. 


Page  89.  0/  the  Chordie, 

The  ProfelTor  and  I  have  already  offered 
to  the  reader  our  differences  on  this  opinion  ; 
I  fhall  not  revive  them  here  ;  but  proceed  to 

enumerate 
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enumerate  the  remedies  he  lays  down  for  the 
rehef  of  the  complaint.    Thefe  are  bleeding  in 
tlie  arm  ;  leeches  to  the  part ;  poultices  with 
camphire  in   them ;    lleam  of  hot  water ; 
opium ;    mercury  ;    cicuta.    Electricity,  he 
fays,  "  may  be  of  fervice.'*    The  efficacy  of 
electricity  I  am  difpofed  to  doubt  in  a  more 
general  fenfe.    From  what  I  have  feen,  and 
from  more  information  that  I  have  colle6ted 
out  of  the  dihnterefted  reports  of  otheJ»s,  I  am 
convinced,  that  this  fublime  elementary  fcience 
is  more  calculated  to  enlighten  philofophick 
purfuits,  than  to  reftore  difeafed  parts  to  a 
ftate'  of  health.     From  out  of  ten  thoufand 
trials  of  eledlricity,  if  we  hear  of  a  few  fcat- 
tered  cafes  where  patients  have  done  well, 
thefe  are  not  enough  to  authorife  us  to  attri- 
bute the  cure  to  the  power  of  eledricity,  or 
to  wafte  the  time  of  the  patient  in  ufelefs 
project. 


Page  po. 


(  ) 


Page  90.  Of  the  I'reament  of  the 
Suppuration  of  the  Glands  of  the 
Urethra, 

Thefe  difeafes  of  the  glands  the  Profeffor 
indrucls  us  to  treat  the  fame  as  we  fliould  a 
venereal  ulcer.  "  Mercury,  he  believes,  muft 
*'  be  given.'*  I  (hall  make  no  comment  011 
this,  but  refer  my  readers  to  what  is  paft. 

Of  the  Treatment  of  the  AffeBion  of 

the  Bladder, 

The  Profcffor  fufpe£ls,  that  this  fymp- 
*'  torn  fomctimes  lays  the  ground-work  of 
*'  future  irritation  in  that  vifcus,  which  may 
*'  prove  very  troublefome,  and  even  danger- 
*'  ous,  but  this  is  only  conje^lure"  with 
him  ;  but  with  me  it  is  more  tlian  conjecture. 
This  is  one  of  the  local  evils  out  of  many 
more,  not  to  mention  the  evils  that  arife  from 
abforption,  that  will  moft  certainly  fucceed 

P  from 
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from  negleded  gonorrhoeas,  or  from  fuch  as 
are  abandoned  to  their  own  cure.  This  is  one 
of  thofe  fymptoms  whofe  evil  confequences 
jiiay  be  fo  attached  to  us,  and  fo  deeply  rooted 
in  us,  that  it  cannot  be  fhaken  off ;  that  may 
not  only  attend  us,  but  haflen  us. to  our  end. 
This  is  fuch  an  evil  as  is  too  complex  for  the 
jgnorant  to  cure,  and  too  important  for  the 
vain  to  defpife,  that  ought  to  be  guarded 
againft,  and  not  waited  for,  that  ought  to  be 
refifted  by  anticipation.  For  the  ProfefTor, 
after  all  his  parade  about  the  harmlefs  fim- 
plicity  of  gonorrhoea,  confefl'es  that,  "  in 
"  fpite  of  every  attempt,  the  affection  of  the 
'^^  bladder  often  continues  for  a  confiderable 
"  time,  producing  other  fy mpathies  in  the 
*'  neighbourhig  parts."  The  cure,  he  fays, 
confifts  in  opiate  clyfters,  warm  bath,  bleed- 
ing, but  with  caution  if  it  arifes  from  fympa- 
thy — leeches  to  the  perinasum — ;opiate  plafter 
to  the  region  of  the  pubis---blifter  to  the  pe-- 
rinaeum. 


Page  91. 
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Page  91.     Of  the  I'reatment    of  thi 
Swelled  7'efiicle, 

For  the  cure  of  this  the  Profeflbr  inftrufts 
us  to  bleed;  foment ;  poultice ;  to  apply 
leeches  ;  vomits  may  be  thought  on  ;  opi- 
ates i  mercury ;  but  the  laft  when  hardnefs 
remains  after  inflammation  has  fubfided,  &c. 
&c.  &c. 

It  may  be  a  matter  of  fome  curiofity,  if  not 
of  importance,  to  be.  able  to  diftinguilh 
\vhether  the  profeffor  is  feribUs  ill  the  opi- 
nion, that  all  gonorrhoeas  ceafe  without  me- 
dical help  ;  or  whether  he  is  fo  only  when  he 
prefcribes  the  moll:  important  rerhedies  that 
are  to  be  found  in  ;\ll  the  whole^  Maierfa  Me- 
dica,  for  the  cure  of  the  dangerous  confe- 
quences  arifing  out  of  gonorrhoea.  If  he  takes 
up  the  one  feriouS,  the  other  mud  be  of 
courfe  a  jeft.  If  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf,  if 
it  needs  no  medical  help,  if  the  moft  igno- 
rant fucceed  in  their  treatment  of  it,  why 
does  the  Profeflbr  draw  forth  fo  power- 
ful an  array  of  remedies  ?    Is  it  not  as  equally 

P  2  ridiculous 
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ridiculous,  as  it  would  be  in  a  commander  in 
chief  to  lead  forth  a  whole  army  to  deftroy  a 
gnat  for  giving  a  fling  ? 

"  It  is  generally  a  long  time  before  the 
"  fwelling  of  the  tefticle  entirely  fubfides. 
**  It  is  ftill  much  longer  before  the  epidydi- 
*'  mis  comes  to  its  natural  ftate,.  and  indeed 
"  often  years  before  it  returns  to  its  natural 
"  fize  and  foftnefs,  and  fometimes  it  never 
"  does."- 

The  reader  will  be  pleafed  to  mark  the 
counter  paragraph  to  the  above  from  page  58. 
"  A  f welled  tefticle,  in  confequence  of  the  ra- 
*'  dical  cure  in  the  hydrocele,  does  not  fub- 
fide  after  inflammation  is  gone,  in  as  many 
weeks,  as  the  fwelled  tefticle,.  in  confe- 
"  quence  of  its  fympathy  with  other  parts, 
*'  does  in  days  ;   and  probably  the  realbn  of 
"  this  is,   that  it  arifes   from  fympathy.'* 
Only  let  men  alone  who  fet  ofF  upon  a  wrong 
theory,  and  they  will  entangle  themfelves. 
If  I  were  invidioufly  to  feek  for  contradidions, 
I  fhould  defpair  of  coming  ever  to  a  con- 
clufion. 


United 
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United  with  the  fubjeas  of  the  afFealon  of 

* 

the  bladder  and  1  welled  tefticle,.we  find.tk^ 
new  opinion  on  lympathy  again  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Profeflbr  ;  if  it  had  not  been  here 
obtruded  upon  us  by  him,  I  certainly  flioulA 
not  have  provoked  its  revival :  And  as  I  am: 
already  too  fenfible,  how  the  Profeflbr  mufl 
feel  upon  the  occafion,  I  would  not  wifli  in* 
the  lead  to  be  accefl^ary  to  further  difgrace 
and  much  lefs  therefore,  would  I  aim  ta 
make  fo  ignominious  a  ftain  indelible,  by  en** 
larging  upon  the  theme.   I  will  therefore  only 
fay,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  already  faid, 
that  fympathy   is  a  corporeal  efFedt  from  a 
mental  caufe,  and  that  fuch  authorities  as 
South,  Lock,  and  Johnfon  define  it  to  be, 
the  quality  of  being  affedled  by  the  affediou 
of  another.    Yet  the  Profeflbr  hugs  his  new 
opinions,  and  hugs  his  new  idea  of  fympathy, 
as  a  barren  woman  hugs  the  infant  of  another 
mother  ;   both  alike  foothing  the  infirmities 
of  their  nature  by  the  fame  falfe  and  flatter- 
ing illufion. 

If  an  expreflion  has  efcaped  me,  that  may 
be  conftrued  perfonal  to  the  profeflbr,  I  defire 
once  for  all  to  fay,  that  I  never  can  mean  it ; 

for 
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for  the  ProfefTor  has  my  efteem  and  re* 
Iped:. 

To  refift  itfelefs  and  flimfy  innovations,  to 
do  away  empty  new  opinions,  to  penetrate 
into  the  defign  of  contradidory  aflertions  ari- 
fing  out  of  confufed  ideas  where  I  couldj  and 
to  reftore  truth  to  its  original  priftine  vigour, 
ought  not,  and  could  not  be  done  with  tame- 
nefs  5  Juvenal  tells  us,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
Jiulta  eji  dementia^ 

I  fhall  only  fiay  my  further  obfervations  for 
the  prefent.  I  ftiall  perfifl  in  them  through- 
out the  Profeffor's  work  at  my  firfl  leifure 
hours.  I  have  already  gone  through  ninety- 
three  pages,  obferved  upon,  as  w^l  ^s'  my 
abilities  and  time  Would  permit,  his  general 
fyftem,  and  gonorrhoea  in  particular.  The 
talk  may  be  thought  by  fome  invidious,  but 
I  will  do  my  duty.  ' 


'  F    I    N    I  S. 


On  January  lajl  was  Puhli/Joed,  Price  2  s. 

The  Fourth  Edition  of  a  Critical  Enquiry 
into  the  Ancient  and  Modern  Manners  of 
Treating  Diseases  of  the  Urethra,  with  an 
Improved  Method  of  Cure. 

By  JESSE    FOOT,  Surgeon. 
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Murray,  Fleet-ftreet;  and  Stockdale,  Piccadilly. 
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TO;^:"^  •••■.no 

-  R    E    A    D    E  R. 


I,'  i      >  I  i  >  r.      '        '  '  '--J  ' 

Should ,  have  .  fulfilled  my  promi(e 

any  rate,  .lj}i^/iiiq^..my  i^rft^ 
been  fo  well  received,  I  am  now  dovi,- 
bly^  bound,  to  do  my  duty.  <  ^  He,  who 
is  infenfible  to  the  pleafure  .Jirifing  ixoiji 
a  fond  ambition  for  honell  fame,  muft 
be  a  ftoick  of  no  happy  condition  of 
mind.    Jf  to  think,  and  to  ad  as  we 
think,    had  ever  any  accordance,  I 
trull  that  my  reader,  and  it  is  upon 
him  that  I  place  all  my  confidence, 
will  believe  ;    in  this  infiance,  they 
arc  in  the  moll  perfed  harmony.  I 
ha\'c  not  oppofed  one  new  opinion  that 

I  did 
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I  did  not  think  mifchievoufly  wrong, 
nor  have  I  impofed  upon  my  reader 
one  that  was  not  my  fincereft.  Be- 
fore the  great  work  of  John  Hunter 
appeared,  our  ears  were  conftantly 
ftunned  with  the  magick  of  his  new 
opinions  ;  we  were  to  fee,  what  we 
could  not  fee,  and  we  were  not  to 
fee,  what  we  did  fee  ;  but  now  we  find 
the  tone  materially  changed.  I  fhall 
take  leave  of  this  great  work  in  my 
next ;  and  that  time  to  write,  which  I 
exad,  ihall  not  be  beyond  the  indul- 
gence which  my  reader  would  grant  to 
me,  before  I  alked  it. 


Dean-Jireet,  Soho, 
Nov*  9,  1786. 


OBSERVATIONS,  Sec. 

COKTINUED. 


I HAVE  almoft  perfuaded  myfelf  that  I 
have  not  fiiiGe  my  laft  publication  kept 
filence  till  now,  but  only  to  write  with  more 
preparation* 

If  it  be  true,  that  he  is  a  greater  man  who 
has  affumed  the  right  of  new  opinions,  than 
he  who  has  deferved  it,  the  ProfefTor  has 
gained  his  ends  in  being  the  greater  ;  and  h^ 
has  alfo  compafled  all  that  he  can  defire,  not 
coveting  any  more  than  to  prove  that  he  is  the 
greater  man.  The  ProfefTor  had  a  reputation 
before  his  new  opinions  came  rorth  to  the 
world,  fo  that  he  had  already  acquired  upon 
the  ftage  what  he  now  attempts  to  carry  in 

B  ther 
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the  cabinet.  If  he  be  guilty  of  a  falfc  theory, 
it  is  of  a  crime  for  which  he  has  already  been 
honoured ;  and  if  that  theory  muft  needs  be 
condemned,  it  will  yet  be  after  he  has  obtain- 
ed a  triumph.  Hitherto  he  has  not  a  little 
caufe  to  rejoice ;  or  at  any  rate,  he  is  welcome 
to  this  confolatioii,  fuch  as  it  is. 

It  might  have  been  expelled  froAi  the  ge- 
neral pretenfions  of  the  Profeflbr,  from  his 
particular  dill;in£lions  and  minute  ramifications 
of  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  in 
the  volume  before  us,  that  the  afFedlion  of  the 
eye,  produced  by  the  application  of  virus  to- 
that  organ,  would  have  been  an  objed:  worthy 
his  confideration.  But  whatever  was  the  real 
caufe  for  fuch  an  omiffion,  as  it  is  the  moil 
dangerous  and  alarming  of  all  venereal  attacks, 
his  filence  mud  be  the  more  reprehenfible. 
But  not  to  interrupt  my  readers  with  reproofs 
againft  the  Profeffor  upon  a  fubjed  that  is  now 
incorrigible,  I  fliall  take  upon  myfelf,  at  fom^ 
future  time,  to  offer  my  information  upon  this 
attack  of  the  eye,  and  directly  proceed  to  ex- 
amine what  the  Profeffor  has  done,  rather 
than  dwell  longer  upon  what  he  ought  to  have 
done,  but  has  left  undone. 

Firft 
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Firfl  of  all,  I  mufl  beg  to  be  indulged  with 
a  moment's  attention  of  my  readers  to  what 
refers  to  myfelf.  It  has  been  more  than  once 
infinuated  to  my  friends,,  that  I  miift  have 
been  induced  to  thefe  obfervations  on  the  new 
opinions  of  the  Profeffor,  from  fome  previous 
provocation.  Such  a  fufpicion  cannot  be  bet- 
ter anfwered  than  by  refering  my  readers  to 
my  laft  publication,  where,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
they  will  find  fufficient  caufe  from  the  palpa- 
ble objections  I  have  offered  to  his  theoiy, 
even  if  I  had  flopped  there.  Let  thofe  who 
are  difpofed  to  fulpedt  that  I  am  actuated  by 
impure  motives,  recall  for  a  while  their  atten- 
tion from  the  principles  of  others,  the  better 
to  examine  into  their  own  ;  and  when  they 
have  refined  upon  their  own  morality,  when 
they  have  conquered  their  own  prejudices,  and 
when  they  have  fo  far  expanded  their  own 
narrow  minds  as  to  enable  them  to  entertain 
more  generous  opinions,  then  they  will  judge 
in  all  probability  with  more  purity  of  the 
fprings  that  dired:  the  adions  of  others.  If 
this  be  a  crime,  I  glory  in  it,  I  am  infinitely 
apprehenfive  of  all  injuries  that  abufe  my  rea- 
fon.  I  ftake  the  little  reputation  1  have  earn- 
ed, upon  the  purity  of  my  motives  and  the 
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ftrength  of  my  affertions.  I  never  will  fub- 
flitute  cavil  for  argument;  I  v^iil  not  dwell 
upon  exceptions  for  the  fake  of  fingularity  ; 
jior  will  I  oppofe  exceptions  to  general  rules, 
in  order  to  procure  the  birth  of  a  new  opinion ; 
I  will  not  forfake  the  general  ftandard  of  doc- 
trines grounded  upon  true  theory,  and  fanc- 
tioned  by  fuccefsful  pradice;  I  will  not  abufe 
becaufe  I  cannot  perfuade,  nor  will  I  yield 
when  I  ought  to  engage.  If  I  were  guilty  of 
any  fuch  deeds,  I  fhould  expert  to  be  defpifed 
even  by  the  Profeflbr,  difcarded  by  the  facul- 
ty, flighted  by  my  partial  friends,  and  hated 
by  rxjyfelf.  Let  it  no  more  be  then  faid,  that 
I  either  feek  the  enmity  of  him  whofe  new 
opinions  I  oppofe,  or  the  ridicule  of  his  friend- 
fhip ;  and  let  it  be  remembered,  that  as  long 
as  the  Profeffor  and  I  publifh  opinions,  we 
have  both  of  us  the  right  to  think  and  to  ad, 
and  that  it  is  with  our  readers  to  determine 
which  of  us  pught  to  fucceed  or  to  fuffer. 
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Page  109.    Part  III.    Chap.  I. 

Of  Difeafes  fuppofed  to  arife  in  confequence  of 
Venereal  Infammaffon  in  the  Urethra  of 
«  Men:' 

Gonorrhoea  either  produces,  or  Is  fup- 
"  pofed  to  produce,  many  diforders  befides 
*'  thofe  already  mentioned,  and  which  are  to- 
^  tally  different  from  the  original  jdifeafe. 
*'  How  far  they  do  all,  or  any  of  them,  arife 
"  in  confequence  of  this  difeafe,  is  not  clear ; 
*'  but  as  they  are  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  and 
are  both  numerous  and  important,  I  mean 
"  to  treat  fully  of  them  in  this  place.  If  any 
"  of  thefe  difeafes  arife  from  gonorrhoea,  they 
"  are  moft  probably  not  the  confequences  of 
*'  any  fpecifick  quality  in  the  venereal  poifbn, 
"  but  are  fuch  as  might  be  produced  from, 
any  common  inflammation  in  thofe  parts, 
as  was  obferved  of  the  continued  fymp- 
"  toms."  It  is  impoffible  there  can  be  any 
man  of  the  leaft  feeling  or  obfervation,  but 
muft  perceive  the  choice  of  difficulties  that 
engage  at  this  moment  the  mind  of  the  Pro- 
feflbr.     Here  ^mpathy  for  his  fituation  is 
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claimed  in  the  ftrideft  fenfe,  for  the  alterna- 
tives that  offer  to  his  judgment  in  its  happieft 
vigour  for  decifion,  muft  be  all  againft  him. 
The  flruggle  is  at  length  made,  and  he  frees, 
or  fuppofes  that  he  frees  himfelf  from  the  dif- 
ficult predicament,  ^  by  not  pofitively  faying 
that  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra  arife  from  go- 
norrhoea-; for  if  he  were  to  fay  fo,  according 
to  his  own  defcription  of  the  cafe,  which  is 
certainly  a  true  one,  and  I  will  give  it  to  my 
readers,  we  fhould  find  that  he  would  con- 
demn himfelf  that  way.  "  There  is  a  feries 
"  of  complaints.  Thus  a  flri^lure  of  the  ure- 
"  thra  produces  an  irritable  bladder,  a  dila- 
tation  of  the  urethra  between  the  bladder 
and  the  ftridure,  ulceration,  fiftulas  in  pe- 
*'  rinoeo,  dilatation  of  the  ureters,  and  en- 
largement  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidnies,  be- 
fides  other  complaints  that  are  iympathetic, 
fuch  as  fwellings  of  the  teflicles  and  glands 
*'  of  the  groin."  Now  if  thefe  fymptoms 
arife  out  of  gonorrhoea,  what  is  become  of  the 
flimfy  fabrick  that  gives  novelty  to  the  work 
of  the  Profeflor  ?  where  has  the  bold  affertion 
in  the  early  part  of  his  performance  hidden 
itfelf  for  fhelter  from  the  contempt  of  the  ob- 
ferver,  that      all  gonorrhoeas  ceafe  without 

^  medical 
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*'  medicarhelp,  and  that  gonorrhoea  cures 
*<  itfelf  ?"    I  predicted  all  along,  and  fo  ob- 
vious and  common  an  obfervation  is  uo  com- 
phment  to  the  fligacity  even  of  a  tyro,  that  if 
all  gonorrhoeas  ceafe  without  medical  help, 
and  if  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf,  none  of  thefe 
fymptoms  immediately  enumerated  can  pofli- 
bly  originate  from,  or  arife  out  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea, and  I  thank  the  ProfefTor  for  the  words ; 
for  if  they  be  juft,  and  if  pofterity  approve  of 
his  doftrine,  they  will  ferve  to  record'  my  a- 
poftacy  when  his  new  opinions  are  taken  inta 
pradice,  and  when  the  venereal  difeafe  that 
begins  with  gonorrhoea,  muft  inevitably  end 
harmlefs  without  remedy,  without  an  impofed 
pretence  for  cure,  and  confequcntly  without 
any  ill  effefts  for  ever  after.    I  lliould  rejoice 
at  my  convldion  upon  thefe  terms.    But  un- 
fortunate for  mankind  that  hour  is  not  yet 
come,  and  is  far  out  of  the  reach  of  human 
predidion,  when  the  patient  that  has  been 
unfortunate  will  venture  to  take  his  chance 
without  the  help  of  medical  aid,  or  rifk  the 
comforts  of  a  happy  family  by  one  of  the  Pro- 
feffor's  harmlefs  conne^Kons  in  a  ftate  of  dif- 
eafe.   Obftinate  error,  or  a  mifconception  of 
the  difeafe  on  our  part,  will  make  the  Profef- 
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fbr's  reformation  halt  however  as  yet.  But 
he  has  ftill  another  advantage  to  confole  him- 
felf  v^rith,  which  my  generofity  has  given  him, 
and  to  which  he  is  heartily  welcome.  Here 
are  two  firings  to  his  bow.  Now  if  his  work 
dies  away,  mine  may  record  this  innovation, 
and  may  fo  far  preferve  its  fame  and  value, 
that  although  this  new  opinion  may  fall  into 
decay,  a  future  race  of  fatalifts  even  may 
adopt  it  through  choice. 

So  far  it  is  accounted  for  why  the  Profeffor 
could  not  pcfitively  afTert  that  obll:ru£lions  in 
the  urethra,  and  the  other  train  of  difeafes, 
Were  actually  in  confequence  of  gonorrhoea* 
But  there  was  a  neceflity  for  his  finding  his 
way  out,  if  he  fought  his  way  through  tha 
wood  ;  if  he  had  gone  through  fire  and  wa- 
ter, yet  he  muft  get  through,  and  account  for 
the  caufe  of  thefe  difeafes  in  the  urethra.  For 
he  fays,  "  if  any  of  thefe  difeafes  arife  from 
**  gonorrhoea,  they  are  moft  probably  not  the 
*'  confequences  of  any  fpecifick  quality  in  the 
*'  venereal  poifon,  but  are  fuch  as  might  be 
*'  produced  by  any  gDinmon  inflammation  in 
*'  thofe  parts,  as  was  obl^  rvcd  of  the  conti- 
*'  nued  fymptoms."    T  .is  is,  in  my  opinion, 

very 
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very  true,  and  we  have  only  now  in  order  to 
inveftigate  the  qiieftion  fairly  to  afk,  what 
prevaiHng  inflammation  is  the  urethra  liable 
to,  fo  as  to  confirm  to  ouT  reafon  beyond  a 
doubt  that  thefe  difeafeB  ean  owe  their  fource 
in  preference  to  the  inflammatory  effedts  ori- 
ginating out  of  goriorrhoe-a  ?  does  any  body 
know  of  any  fuch  other  prevailing  inflamma- 
tions ?  has  any  Angle  authour,  whofe  opinion 
he  is  fhy  to  quote,  hinted  at  them  ?  can  he 
produce  to  my  readers  any  one  lingle  autho-^ 
rity,  and  if  he  can,  why  has  he  declined  it 
altogether?  He  tells  us  only  that,  how  far 
thefe  difeafes  do  all  or  any  of  them  arife  from 
gonorrhoea,  is  not  clear;  and  this  is  the  ex* 
planation  of  an  eminent  logician,  who  is  a 
candidate  for  fame  through  the  way  of  new 
Opinions  ! 

Now  as  the  Profelfor  has  put  gohorfhoea 
out  of  the  queftion  being  the  caufe  of  the  dif- 
eafes of  the  urethra,  andas  every  other  authour 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  both  ancient  and 
modern,  has  uniformly  and  fully  agreed  that 
fuch  difeafes  were  owing  to  former  gonorrhoea, 
k  only  remains  with  me^  as  he  has  fled  from 
this  general  opinion,  to  follow  him  up,  to 
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watch  him,  to  fliew  to  my  readers  what  a  figure 
he  makes  in  the  new  one  he  is  about  to  adopts 
in  oppolition  to  all  eftabliflied  authorities.  The 
happy  addrefs  of  the  ProfelRbr,  in  iiis  ma- 
nagement of  this  new  opinion,,  muft,  and  I 
am  fure  will  prove  to  be  an  objedl  worthy  to 
engage  our  mofl:  curious  attention.  And  the 
moment  is  at  length  arrived  that  we  are  to  be 
gratified  in  full  with  the  ingenious  mode  of  rea-' 
Ibning  by  which  we  are  perfuaded,  that  the 
theory  of  all  former  men  of  fcience  was  wrongv 
and  that  this  Is  right  1 

**  It  may  firft  be  obferved,  that  the  urethra 
**  in  man  is  employed  for  two  purpofes,  and 
*'  on  this  occafion  I  may  be  allowed  to  make 
"  the  following  general  remark,  that  nature 

has  not  been  able  to  apply  any  one  part  to 
*'  two  purpofes  with  advantage,  as  might  be 
**  illuftrated  in  many  in-ftances  in  different  ani-- 
"  mals.  The  animals  whofe  legs  are  adapted 
"  both  to  fwimming  and  walking,  are  not 

good  at  either,  as  feals,  otters,  ducks  and 
*'  geefe  ;  the  animals  alfo  whofe  legs  are  in- 
"  tended  both  for  walking  and  flying,  are  but 

badly  formed  for  either,  as  the  bat ;  the 
*'  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  to  the  fly- 
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«  ing  fi(h,  for  the  flying  fifli  neither  fwhris 
**  nor  files  well  ;  and  whenever  parts  intended 
"  for  fuch  double  fun6tions  are  difeafed,  both 
**  are  performed  imperfedly.  This  is  imme- 
■**  diately  applicable  to  the  urethra,  for  it  is 
intended  for  two  plirpofes,  as  a  canal  or 
paflage,  both  for  the  urine  and  the  femen." 

Thus  is  the  Profeffor  haraffed  in  new  re- 
fources  to  form  new  opinions,  and  thus  is  he 
driven  to  hunt  after  affociations,  that  when 
they  are  found,  do  not  aflbciate,  and  to  confole 
himfelfwith  the  *'  badly  formed"  Angularities 
of  the  birds  of  the  air  and  the  fifh  of  the  fea. 
After  having  deprived  himfelf  of  the  power  of 
accounting  for  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  ori- 
ginating from  inflammation  brought  on  from 
gonorrhoea,  why  did  he  not  examine  whe- 
ther this  canal,  calculated  for  a  double  pur- 
pofe,  and  in  a  flate  of  exemption  from  the  in- 
flammation of  gonorrhoea,  was  as  often  dif- 
.eafed  where  the  caufe  could  not  be  attributed 
to  gonorrhoea  ?  Would  fuch  an  enquiry, 
founded  upon  more  oonfonancy  in  reafon,  pro- 
mote, or  baffle  his  views  ?  Would  it  tend  to 
confirm,  or  deftroy  his  innovation  ?  How  many 
infl-ances  of  ftriclures  in  the  urethra  can  he  pro- 
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cluce  frppa  the  peafants  qf  this  country,  who 
refide  in  their  native  villages,  and  where  there 
has  been  lefs  chance  of  gonorrhoeal  infedion  ? 
As  the  urethra  of  other  animals  are  more  com- 
parative with  tha-t  of  man,  than  the  feet  and 
wiugs  of  beafts,  birds,  and  fifh,  would  his 
conceit  find  favour  there  ?  But  I  do  not  mean 
to  flop  here,  ludicrous  as  the  argument  is,  I 
will  follow  it  up,  and  my  readers  muft  pardoa 
rne  if  I  become  ridiculous,  for  the  fubje(5l  can- 
not be  treated  with  any  other  temper  that  is  re- 
ferved  for  us  as  a  gift  in  human  difpenfation. 

Let  us  fee  what  fenfe  is  to  b,e  made  out  of 
the  analogy  of  the  two  purpofes  of  the  fwim- 
ming  and  walking  of  ducks  d.nd  geefe ;  feals 
and  otters  we  knpw  not  fo  much  of,  them, 
for  t)iat  reafpn  only,  I  put  out  of  the  queftion, 
I  do  not  know  where  the  Prpfe^lbr  found  out 
tt(at  the  duck  was  an  awkward  fowl  at  fwim- 
ming.  I  have  heard  of  a  proverb,  whe- 
ther it  is  recorded  in  Ray's  Book  of  Proverbs, 
I  know  not,  but  it  is  farniliar  in  the  mouths  of 
the  mod  common  amongft  us,  and  the  Pro- 
feflTor  need  not  be  told  that  it  is  by  the  pointed 
truth  it  conveys,  and  by  the  familiarity  of  any 
exprefiion,  that  it  becomes  proverbial.  Now 
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fhis  proverb,  unfortunately  for  him,  makes  dU 
re6lly  againft  his  new  opinion  ;  it  contradicts 
it  flatly,  for  it  goes  pointedly  to  the  excellent 
quality  of  a  duck  in  fwimming.  For  example, 
if  one  of  his  domefticks  were  afked  whether 
the  Profeflbr  was  not  a  great  anatomift  ?  The 
anfwer  in  all  probability  would  be,  Can  a  -duck 
fwim  !  But  if  the  fame  domeftick  were  afked 
if  he  be  a  learned  writer,  and  a  man  of  great 
judgment  ?  There  this  very  proverb  would  fail 
in  the  application,  it  would  ftick  in  his  throat, 
for  it  would  not  confirm  him  in  thefe  excel-? 
lencies.  So  much  for  one  purpofe  of  the  feet 
of  ducks  and  geefe,  and  now  let  us  enquire  into 
the  other,  and  there  I  am  fearful  that  the  con^ 
ceit  of  the  ProfefTor  will  turn  out  equally  un- 
fortunate, Not  having  niade  the  experiment 
myfelf,  1  cannot  fpeak  from  my  own  know- 
ledge ;  the  Profeflbr,  fond  of  experiments, 
might  perhaps  in  his  zeal  have  gone  upon  the 
pilgrimage,  nor  do  1  know  what  fporting  ca-7 
lendar,  or  in  what  year  I  can  refer  to  for  in- 
formation upon  the  fa6l,  but  I  have  heard  of 
a  match  betwixt  the  travelling  of  a  flock  of 
geefe  and  turkeys  from  York  to  London,  when 
in  the  jockey  phrafe,  the  geefe  were  faid  to 
beat  the  turkeys  hollow  J 
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-  The  ProfcHbr  fays  that  *'  the  anunals  alfo 
whole  legs  are  mtended  both  for  walkuig 
*'  and  flying,  are  but  badly  formed  for  either, 
as  the  bat."  When  he  fpoke  of  animals,  I 
expefted  with  fome  anxiety  a  long  liH:  of  them ; 
when  animals  turn  out  to  be  an  infignificant 
folitary  bat  !  a  poor  ex^^eption  in  the  order  of 
the  creation  to  be  placed  in  a  parallel  with  the 
double  purpofes  of  the  urethra  of  man  !  and 
one  of  them  the  moll:  exalted  of  all  purpofes ! 
The  claws  of  the  bat  are  annexed  to  its  wings ; 
it  was  never  feen  to  walk ;  it  fticks  by  them 
to  the  walls.  The  bat  can  be  much  better 
compared,  and  the  parallel  will  be  found  ger- 
man  with  the  book  of  the  Profeflbr.  A  bat, 
according  to  naturalifts,  belongs  to  the  order  of 
primates,  it  is  a  monfter,  it  has  a  character  of 
its  own,  fo  has  the  book.  A  bat  fculks  in 
holes,  feldom  is  feen,  and  avoids  the  light*, 
fo  does  this  bo6k.  A  bat  is  torpid,  dull,  and 
Ctin  fcarce  make  a  flight,  fb  is  this  book. 

Ah  down  it  falls,  in  vain  for  fame  it  fprings, 
A  perfe£l  lifelefs  bat,  with  leather-wings ! 

^  Tedaque,  non  Sylvas  celebrant ;  lucemqiie  perofjE 
J^'oae  yolaiit ;  ferocjne  trahunt  a  vefpere  nomen, 

Ovid. 

^Such 


(    15  ) 

Such  I  fliy  are  the  miferable  fliifts  the  Pro- 
feflbr  is  reduced  to  in  affigiiing  a  caufe  for  the 
difeafes  of  the  urethra,  when  he  denies  the  ob- 
vious caufe  from  gonorrhoeal  inflammation; 
and  fuch  is  the  piteous  predicament  of  an  au- 
thor who  has  been  regardlefs  of  all  hiftory  of 
furgery,  who  has  fpurned  at  all  authorities,  and 
aflumed  the  right  not  only  of  forming  a  fyftem 
from  the  very  foundation  out  of  his  own  ima- 
gination, but  has  attempted  to  pafs  that  fyf- 
tem  upon  the  world  What  can  be  faid  w^ith 
either  temper  or  decency  of  a  man  who,  with- 
out a  fmgle  authority,  without  argun^ent  or 
reafon,  afferts  that  difeafes  in  the  urethra  do 
not  originate  from  gonorrhoea,  when  he  affigns 
fo  lame  a  caufe  in  its  flead,  and  that  in  the 
face  of  ""general  hiftory  and  common  obferva-- 
tion  !  Is  all  illumining  knowledge  confined  to- 
the  ProfefTor  !  Was  it  decreed,  that  we  were 
to  remain  in  ignorance  of  the  caufes  of  the  dif- 
eafes of  the  urethra  till  he  was  prepared  to  il- 
luftrate  the  truth  by  feals,  otters,  ducks,  geefe,. 
bats,  and  flying  fifh  I 

Let  us  appeal  to  the  bar.  Suppofe  a  man 
in  the  character  of  a  lawyer  appeared  at  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  and  in  defiance  of  all  precedents 
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^nd  eftablifhed  authorities,  attempted  to  dic- 
tate his  new  opinions  to  the  judges  and  the 
jury,  what  would  be  his  reception  ?  Solventur 
rifu  tabula'.  Suppofe  a  man,  in  the  habit  of  a 
divine,  afcended  the  pulpit,  and  preached  on 
the  principles  of  chriftianitj,  but  at  the  fame 
time  deriied  every  text  in  the  New  Teftamentj 
would  not  the  orthodox  in  divinity  recommend 
to  him  the  open  air  ?  Would  not  the  fields 
he^r  Bloomfbury  or  Bedlam  be  deemed  a  more 
fitting  fituation^  where  the  ears  of  the  ground- 
lings would  catch  the  found,  whilft  the  tale 
told  by  fuch  an  ideot  would  be  fcattered  by 
the  winds  ?  Can  the  ProfefTor  produce  in  his 
defence  any  one  authour  that  has  made  an  ar- 
rangement of  the'  difeafes  of  the  urethra,  and 
which  bears  a  prior  date  to  the  hiftory  of  go- 
norrhoea ?  Or  can  he  produce  any  fingle  au- 
thour, lince  the  introduction  of  gonorrhoea 
among  Europeans,  that  has  written  on  difeafes 
of  the  urethraj  and  affigned  the  general  caufc 
of  them  to  be  independent  of  gonorrhoea  ?  I 
will  not  go  more  largely  into  this  queftion,  if 
I  were,  I  fliould  but  retail  an  obvious  fa£t  : 
And  fuppofing  now  that  every  furgeon  had 
read  thefe  afTertions  of  the  ProfeflTor,  that  go- 
norrhcEa  cures  itfelf,  and  of  courfe  that  dif- 
eafes 
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eafes  In  the  urethra  could  not  proceed  from 
gonorrhoea  ;  I  fay,  fuppofing  every  i'urgeon  to 
be  well  acquainted  with  this  information  from 
the  Profeflbr  ;  I  fhall  be  glad  to  know  how 
many  of  them  will  join  with  him  in  opinion, 
firft  of  all  reminding  them,  that  they  have  a 
dignity  in  character,  and  reputation  in  profef- 
iion  at  ftake  ?  Who  is  there  amongft  the  whole 
profeffion  that  will  declare  that  gonorrhcea,  or 
the  inflammation  arihng  from  gonorrhoea,  Is 
not  the  general  caufe  of  difeafes  in  the  ure- 
thra ? 

"  There  are  ^ve  modes  of  obftruftlon  (fays 
the  Profeflbr)  four  of  which  are  difeafes  of 
the  paflage  itfelf.    The  fifth  is  a  confe- 
"  quence  of  the  difeafes  of  other  parts.  Three 
of  the  former  are  a  leflTening  of  the  diarneter 
*'  of  the  paflage  ;  the  fourth  an  excrefcence  in 
"  the  paflage  ;  the  fifth  arifes  from  the  fides 
^'  being comprefled,  which  may  be  done  either 
by  exterior  contiguous  fwellings,  or  by  a 
"  fwelling  of  tiie  proftrate  gland.'* 

Perhaps  there  is  not  a  medical  fubjedl  for 
thefe  laft  two  hundred  years,  that  has  more 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  profeflion  than 

P  this 
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thi^  immediately  before  us  ;  not  only  in  fet- 
tling the  charaders  or  caufes  in  the  urethra 
that  produce  the  leffening  of  the  ftream  af 
urliie  through  it,  but  alfo  in  finding  out  the 
beft  method  of  cure.  Thofe  who  have 
enquired  ftriftly  into  the  hiftory  of  thefe 
difeafes,  and  looked  back  with  a  view  of  ac- 
quiring a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  charac- 
ters and  cure,  will  find  that  the  prefent  age 
are  little  indebted  to  their  own  ingenuity,  ei- 
ther in  the  analyfis  of  what  thefe  difeafes  are, 
or  how  they  are  to  be  cured.  The  ProfefTor, 
fince  he  has  apaufed  himfelf  with  afligning 
new  paufes  for  thefe  difeafes,  defcends  from 
his  fliilts,  and  in  his  method  of  cure,  as  in  the 
gonorrhcea,  falls  nearly  into  the  general  fyf- 
tem  at  firft  ;  therefore  we  may  expeft  fome- 
thing  more  confiftent,  if  the  prefent  calm  be 
not  "  as  Halcyon's  brooding  in  a  winter  fea"*. 

S;  has  given  us  the  opinion  of  others,  but  has 
d  us  nothing  new  ;  fome  things  that  are  ef- 
fential  he  has  forgotten,  and  what  he  has  re- 
vived and  brought  forward  to  the  view  of  the 
young  an4  unread  practitioner  would  pafs  for 
his  own,  if  the  pen  of  juftice  were  not  to 

*  Dryden. 
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mark  the  intention,  and  reftore  the  obliga-. 
tion  to  whom  it  is  due^ 

I  lhall  confider  his  five  modes  of  obftruc- 
tion  as  they  come  before  me  under  their  fe- 
parate  heads,  for  I  would  not  wifh  to  turn 
over  the  page  that  I  am  obferving  upon,  until 
I  had  faid  all  that  I  intended  upon  it  ;  for 
every  page  will  be  fufficient  for  its  own  com- 
ment! 

Page  III.        1'  Of  Stri5iuresi 

"  The  three  firft  (modes  of  obftrud:ion)  I 
"  fhall  now  confider,  of  which  the  firft  is  the 
"  true  permanent  flridure,  arifing  from  an  al  - 
*'  teration  in  the  ftrudure  of  part  of  the 
"  urethra.  The  fecond  is  a  mixed  cafe^  com- 
"  pofed  of  a  permanent  flrid:u re,  and  a  fpafm* 
"  The  third  is  a  true  fpafmodic  ftriaure. 

Mofl  obflrudions  to  the  paffage  of  urine,  if 
"  not  all,  are  attended  with  nearly  the  fame 
"  fy mptoms,  fo  that  there  are  hardly  fuffiw 
"  cient  marks  for  diflinguifhing  the  different 
*'  caufes/' 


Thefe 
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Thefe  are  three  of  the  five  modes  which 
the  ProfcfTor  points  out  as  obn:ru£lers  of  the 
urine  in  its  paflage  through  the  urethra.  And 
thefe  three  are  only  one,  and  that  one  is  a  per- 
manent ftri(5lure  fometimes  in  a  ftate  of  irrita- 
tion, which  he  calls  fpafm,  and  this  irritabi- 
lity of  the  ftriclure  and  contiguous  parts  de- 
pends upon  the  fituation  of  the  ftridure,  the 
manner  of  living  in  the  patient,  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  cafe.  What  I  underftand  by 
fpafm  is,  that  it  is  an  inftantaneous  convul- 
five  attack  upon  ?iny  part,  that  comes  and  goes 
without  previous  inflammatioti  or  irritation, 
and  not  that  continued  irritation  fometimes 
felt  for  years  inftead  of  minutes,  even  where 
a  bougie  pafles  without  finding  any  refiftance. 
I  will  venture  to  affert  this,  that  fpafm  is  ne- 
ver a  continued  fymptom ;  but  irritations  are 
continued  from  fome  other  firfi;  caufe,  and  in 
the  inftance  before  us,  the  ftri<iture  is  that  firft 
caufe. 

But  notwithfiianding  the  ProfefTor  is  difpofed 
to  rejeft  fome  caufes  for  obftruftion,  and  in- 
troduce others  of  his  own,  yet  my  readers 
muft  not  be  too  implicitly  yielding ;  before 
they  judge  decihvely  upon  the  fubjed,  they 
Q  fliould 
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fhould  refled  that  other  caufes  of  obftru6tiori 
oppofed  by  the  Profeflbr  were  infifled  upon  by 
men  of  equal  refpeSi  with  him  in  anatomy, 
and  far  before  him  in  judgment.  Men  with 
equal  claim  to  veracity,  men  that  would  no 
more  depend  upon  hearfay  evidence  than  him- 
felf  *.  Aftruc  has  given  fuch  a  hiflory  of  the 
venereal  difeafe,  has  entered  fo  minutely  int<* 
the  origin  of  it,  has  recorded  the  new  fymp- 
toms  of  it  as  they  appeared  in  different  periods 
after  its  introduction  amongft  us,  has  ib  com* 
pletely  collated  the  very  numerous  authors  that 
have  written  upon  the  fubjcvSt,  and  hath  with 
fo  much  erudition  and  candour  given  us  their 
different  opinions  and  different  modes  of  cure, 
that  his  authority  muff  always  be  looked  up  to 
fo  far.    It  is  itfelf  a  library  on  the  difeafe. 

The  Profeffor  obferves,  and  perhaps  not  im--. 
properly,  "  that  there  are  hardly  fufRcient 

marks  to  diftinguifli  the  different  caufes 
and  1  will  add,  that  as  the  method  of  cure  will 
be  nearly  the  fame,  it  is  not  fo  material  that 

*  Alderetus,  Ametus,  Fabricius  ab  Aquapendente, 
,Col  de  ViUars,  Parr6,  Dionis,  Wifsmaa,  Saviard,  L<r 
Dran,  Turner,  Aftruc,  3harp» 

tliey 
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they  flioulcl  be  exaftly  known.  The  paflage 
is  obflrudted,  and  the  opening  mufi:  be  re- 
gahied.  Since  that  it  is  found  that  every  frefh 
authour  fets  iip  frefh  opinions  contradidory  to 
the  former  ;  fince  from  the  year  1550  to  the 
year  1^86  this  has  been  the  cafe,  it  is  rather 
fortunate  that  the  cure  is  not  very  much  af- 
fected through  it ;  not  but  if  we  knew  exa6tly 
what  fort  of  obftru6tion  we  had  to  oppofe,  we 
may  be  better  able  to  faciUtate  the  cure,  or  iiL 
a  more  compendious  manner  pronounce  the 
contrary  ;  we  fhould  not  then  perhaps  be  un- 
feafonably  betrayed  by  our  inabihty,  in  flatter- 
ing with  hopes  an  incurable  difeafe. 


Page  113.       Chap.  II. 

Of  the  Permamsnt  Str'tdiure, 

The  Profeffor  fhould  have  called  this  a  fim- 
ple  permanent  ftridure,  for  in  reality  it  is  fo 
when  there  is  only  a  contradlion  of  one  point 
of  the^^urethra,  as  if  it  had  been  girted  (not 
furrounded  as  the  Profeffor  terms  it)  with  a 
packthread  ;  and  when  there  is  no  enlarge- 
ment of  parts  externally  to  be  felt  as  hard  and  ■ 

callous 


(     23  ) 

callous  as  offification.  The  ProfefTor  obeys 
the  natural  didlates  from  the  patients  in  his 
defcription  of  the  fymptoms,  and  hence  it 
muft  be  obvious  that  his  defcription  cannot 
vary  from  others  before  him.  He  fays  alfb, 
and  with  truth,  that  the  bulbous  part  of  the 
urethra  is  the  moH:  liable  to  be  attacked  with 
ftridtures,  and  that  thefe  fo  fituated  prove  the 
more  obftinate  and  difficult  of  cure.  The  Pro- 
felTor  o;ives  us  to  underfland,  that  thefe  ftric- 
tures  are  "  generally  flow  in  forming,  it  being 
"  often  years  from  their  being  perceived  before 
"  they  become  very  troublefome." 

And  now  for  another  repafl:  of  conjecture, 
conceit,  and  hypothefis,  from  the  Profeffor. 

It  is  impoflible  to  fay  what  is  the  caufe  of 
**  that  alteration  in  the  ftrudture  of  the  ure- 
"  thra,  which  diminifhes  the  canal  :  it  has 
"  been  afcribed  to  the  effeds  of  the  venereal 

difeafe,  and  often  to  the  method  of  cure  ; 
*'  but  I  doubt  very  much  if  It  commonly,  or 
'*  even  ever,  arifes  from  thefe  caufes,  yet  as 
"  moft  men  have  had  venereal  complaints 
"  fome  time  or  other,  it  may  be  difficult  to 
refute  this  opinion."  The  Profeffor  feems  de- 
termined not  to  yield  up  his  pretenfions  to  ori- 
ginality ;  he  perfeveres  in  Ikepticlfm,  let  the 

reforma- 
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reformation  arifing  out  of  it  be  ever  fo  trivial ; 
and  notwithftanding  it  might  have  been  pre^ 
fumed  that  he  had  already  marked  out  his 
ftrong  ground  to  fortify  this  new  opinion  by 
his  allufions  to  ducks,  geefe,  feals,  bats,  &c. 
yet  we  now  find  him  abruptly  breaking  up  that 
camp,  and  trenching  himfelf  round  by  ano- 
ther. Here  we  cannot  but  feel  for  the  ftiifts 
he  is  reduced  to  ;  we  fee  him  overwhelmed 
with  difficulties,  finking  under  the  weight  ; 
the  talk  is  given  up,  and  I  will  anfwer  for 
him  that  he  would  now  rejoice  to  compound, 
by  making  any  atonement  for  his  temerity. 
I  fhall  feparate  and  anfwer  his  new  objedions. 

*'  Yet  as  moft  men  have  had  venereal 
"  complaints  fome  time  or  other,  it  is  natural 
to  afcribe  the  ftridure  to  them  ;  and  there- 
fore  it  may  be  very  difficult  to  refute  this 
opinion.'*  Yet  he  doubts  if  they  ever 
"  arofe  from  that  caufe.'* 

This  only  proves  an  obflinacy  in  difpofition. 
It  has  been  for  a  long  time  remarked,  that 
^     ftri£lures  prevail  more  in  common  than  ever, 
and  it  muft  be  very  obvious  why  they  ffiould  : 
•all  intercourfe  with  the  metropolis  being  great- 

iy 
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ly  increafed,  moft  men  fooner  or  later  are  In- 
fe£led  with  gonorrhoea,  and  of  courfe  the  pro- 
portion of  obftruftions  will  be  increafed. 
*'  Stridures  are  often  to  be  found  in  the  oefo- 
*'  phagus,  inteftines,  prepuce,  and  lacrymal 
**  du6l."  All  thefe  put  together  bear  not  the 
leaft  comparifon  or  proportion  with  thofe 
found  in  the  urethra.  "  They  fometimes  hap- 
*'  pen  in  the  urethra,  where  no  venereal  com- 
*'  plaint  had  ever  been."  *'  I  have  feen  an  in* 
"  ftance  in  a  young  man  of  nineteen  who  had 
*'  had  the  complaint  for  eight  years."  "  I 
**  have  feen  an  inftance  of  a  ftridure  in  the 
urethra  of  a  boy  of  four  years."  Does  it  not 
appear  that  the  Profeflbr  is  now  at  his  old  fyf- 

i  tern  again,  making  general  rules  out  of  excep- 
tions ;  it  muft  be  obvious  to  every  one  that 
thefe  inftances  are  rare,  and  it  appears  by  his 
manner  of  relating  them  that  he  knows  them 

!  to  be  fo.  I  never  meant  to  alTert  that  the  ure- 
thra was  not  liable  to  difeafes  independent  of 
gonorrhoea.  But  I  will  iHll  fupport  the  afler- 
tions  of  all  the  profcffion  as  well  as  my  own, 
that  the  general  difeafes  in  the  urethra  arife 
from  gonorrhoea. 


£ 
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icy  are  generally  flow  in  forming,  it 
being  often  years  from  their  being  perceived 
"  before  they  become  troiiblefame.'*  I  mean 
that  this  quotation  fhall  be  the  only  anfvver  to 
another  of  the  Profeffor's  objedions  in  the 
next  page  to  it.  "  There  have  been  thirty, 
"  and  fometimes  forty  years  between  the  cure 
"  of  a  gonorrhoea  and  the  beginning  of  a 
jftricture.'*  1  take  it  very  kind  in  the  Pro- 
feflbr  in  faving  me  this  trouble. 

And  now  for  a  very  material  objection  in- 
deed. "  If  they  arife  in  confequence  of  ve- 
"  nereal  inflammation,  we  fhould  expe6l  to 
*'  find  them  mofl  frequent  in  that  part  of  the 

urethra  which  is  rnofl  commonly  the  feat  of 
*'  the  venereal  difeafe."  The  Profeflor  fhould 
recolleft,  tliat  it  is  he  only  that  prefumes  to 
mark  the  fpecific  extent  *  of  gonorrhoea  in 
the  urethra ;  but  that  the  patients  yet  feel,  and. 
that  furgeons  yet  hear  them  declare,  that  the, 
pain  is  all  along  the  urethra,  in  fpite  of  the 
commands  from  the  Proteflbr  ;  but  probably' 
fcridures  may  be  equally  rebellious,  probably 
they  would  not  be  controuled  by  his  magic 

*•  Vide  ift  Obferv.  p.  46. 

fpell  • 
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fpell ;  indeed  we  do  not  find  that  he  has  at- 
tempted to  mark  their  fpecific  extent  within  an 
inch  and  an  half  or  two  inches  of  the  urethra. 
Why  did  not  the  ProfefTor,  if  he  needs  muft 
perfift  that  ftridures  in  the  urethra,'as  well  as 
other  fnppofed  confequences,  as  he  calls  them, 
do  not  arife  from  gonorrhoea,  treat  upon  the 
fubjeift  boldly  in  a  feparate  ivork,  give  it  any 
other  title  but  venereal,  and  afTert  his  right  to 
an  independent  revolution,  inftead  of  remain- 
ing in  a  condition  of  difobedience  and  rebel- 
lion. Why  may  not  thefe  ftridlures  come  on 
with  a  wefterly  wind,  as  mares  have  been  faid 
to  conceive  without  copulation  with  horfes  *  ! 
Let  him  keep  a  diary  of  the  wefterly  winds, 
and  a  journal  of  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra. 
When  the  former  prevail,  let  him  look  out  for 

 Furor  eft  infignis  equarum 

~.  ill^ 

Ore  omnes  verfae  in  zephyrum  ftant  rupihus  altls 
I  Exceptantque  leves  auras ;  et  fepe  fine  uUis 
Conjugiis  vento  gravidse,  mirabile  didtu. 

ViRG.  GeorG. 
The  mares  to  cliffs  of  rugged  rocks  repair, 
And  with  wide  noftrils  fnufFthe  weftern  air; 
I  When,  wondrous  to  relate,  the  parent  wind, 
'  Without  the  ftaHion,  propagates  thp  kincf. 

Dry  DEN. 
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the  latter,  attribute  them  to  any  caufe  but  go- 
norrhoea ! 


Page  1 1 6.       I'  Of  the  Bougie. 


The  ProfefTor  begins  his  hiflory  of  bougies 
from  the  year  1 750,  and  makes  the  following 
remark   upon   the   pradice    of  that  time. 

When  I  compare  the  practice  of  the  prefent 
*'  day  with  what  it  was  in  the  year  1750,  it 
"  hardly  appears  to  be  the  fame  difeafe  we  are 

treating."  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
condition  of  the  ProfefTor's  mind  at  that  time, 
I  neither  wifh  to  know,  or  is  it  of  the  leaft 
importance  if  it  could  be  known  ;  but  unen- 
lightened as  it  may  be,  it  could  not  have  been 
faid  of  others,  that  they  laboured  under  the 
fame  degrading  imbecility.  The  fault  and 
complaint  lie  both  with  the  ProfefTor  ;  for  Mr, 
Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry  was  then  publifhed. 
"  Daran  was  the  firft  who  improved  the  bou- 
"  gie,  and  brought  it  into  general  ufe.  He 

wrote  profefTedly  on  the  difeafes  for  which 
*'  it  is  a  cure,  and  alfo  of  the  manner  of  pre  - 

paring  it  5  but  he  has  introduced  fo  much 

^'  abfurdity 
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abfurdlty'ln  his  defcriptions  of  the  difeafes, 
the  modes  of  treatment,  and  of  the  powers 
and  compofition  of  his  bougies  as  to  create 
"  difguft  ;  yet  this  abfurdity  has  been  much 
more  efFeitual  in  introducing  the  bougie  in- 
to  univerfal  ufe  than  all  th.e  real  knowledge 
"  of  that  time,  diredled  by  good  fenfe,  could 
have  been."    Here  follows  a  moft  curious 
pofition  ;  as  if  the  prefent  mode  of  inocula- 
tion was  a  wrong  thing  introduced  into  prac- 
tice,  not  from  preferable  utility,  but  from 
enthufiafm  only.  "  Such  extravagant  recom- 
mendations  of  particular  remedies  are  not  at 
all  times  without  their  ufe.  Inoculation 
'*  would  have  flillbeen  pradtifed  with  caution, 
"  if  It  had  not  been  for  the  enthufiafm  of  the 
"  Suttons." 

My  reafon  for  giving  this  long  quotation  I 
hope  my  readers  will  applaud.  It  is  to  fepa- 
rate  the  vile  impofitions  of  Daran  from  the  en- 
thufiafm of  the  Buttons,  as  he  terms  it.  Da- 
ran  forced  his  way  into  popularity  by  the 
meanell:  of  all  arts.  The  Sutton s  took  the 
ground  of  men  convinced  of  the  truth  of  their 
innovation  ;  and  confclous  of  the  reditude  of 
their  fyftem,  they  perfevered  with  true  cou- 

ragt; 
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rcige  and  a  laudable  enterprife.  Their  fuccefs 
proved  the  value  of  their  purfuit ;  and  al- 
though they  had  not  received  the  beft  of  edu- 
cation, yet  of  fo  much  importance  was  their 
praftice  to  fociety,  that  they  fairly  triumphed 
in  fpite  of  oppofition  from  men  of  education, 
who  wrote  pamphlets  then,  which  they  would 
be  glad  to  difown  now.  All  I  know  of  this 
family  is,  the  publick  good  they  have  done ; 
and  as  an  individual  who  am  convinced  that 
the  prefent  fyftem  of  inoculation  is  by  far  th<" 
nobleft  of  all  modern  improvements,  I  hope 
that  their  rewards  have  been  at  any  •  rate  ade- 
quate. The  idea  could  afford  but  a  fleeting  pro- 
fit to  them,  for  it  was  no  fooner  known  than 
it  v/as  univerf^lly  adopted.  I  am  not  worthy 
to  do  juftice  to  this  great  a6l  of  utiHty;  it 
would  be  an  ornament  to  the  beft  heart  and 
ablefl;  pen.  But  the  prefervation  of  lives  and 
beauty  ought  to  be  conhdered  with  publick 
gratitude. 

The  Profeffor  has  not  given  himfelf  the 
leafl:  trouble,  notwlthftanding  the  voluminous 
extent  of  his  work,  to  inform  his  readers  of 
whatever  is  faid  on  the  difeafes  of  the  urethra, 
or  on  the  methods  of  cure,   by  ancient  au- 

thours  : 
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thours  :  The  reafon  mufl:  be  obvious,  becaiife 
the  origin  of  thefe  difeafes  would  make  agaiiift 
his  theory,  as  I  have  already  proved,  and  I 
will  alfo  prove,  that  there  is  not  a  {ingle  no- 
velty in  any  of  the  methods  of  cure  adopted 
by  the  Profeffor,  I  fliall  only  defer  my  proceed- 
ing to  fuch  proof  until  the  page  offers  that 
treats  of  the  cure.  It  is  fufficient  in  this  place 
that  I  have  given  my  readers  a  hint  that  I  knew 
why  the  Profeffor  did  not  unmafk  to  us  the 
concealed  myfteries  before  the  year  1 750  of  the 
caufe  and  cure  of  the  difeales  of  the  urethra. 
The  fcience  of  treating  this  fubje£t  has  been 
advanced  to  the  prefent  perfe(5lion  by  the  emu- 
lous diligence  of  fucceffive  authours,  and  the 
gradual  difcoveries  of  one  age  improving  on 
another.  Cicero  remarks,  that  not  to  know 
what  was  tranfafted  in  former  times,  is  to 
continue  always  a  child.  And  if  by  not  read- 
ing of  books  a  man  afcribes  to  himfclf  the  in- 
vention of  arts  generally  known,  he  is  guilty 
of  a  fault  a  child  cannot  commit. 


Page 
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Page  117. 

"  Of  the  treatment  of  the  Permanejit  StridfUre:' 

The  Profeffor  fays  that  "  the  cure  is  either 
"  a  dilatation  of  the  contra6ted  part,  or  a  dc- 
*^  ftrudion  of  it  by  ulceration,  or  efcharotics 
that  *'  the  dilatation  is  performed  by  bougies ; 
*'  the  ulcerative  procefs  is  alfo  affected  by  a 
"  bougie,  and  the  deftru^llon  by  efcharotics 

is  by  means  of  cauftics,  as  the  lunar 
*'  cauftic.*' 

When  the  ProfefTor  divided  the  three  £rfl: 
modes  of  obftruftion,  I  forefaw  that  in  his 
treatment  of  the  firft,  he  would  confound  at 
leall:  the  fecond,  for  it  could  not  be  ofherwife, 
if  he  adhered  to  the  nature  of  the  complaint; 
and  as  he  has  now  fo  properly,  if  accidentally^ 
included  them,  I  fhall  juft  point  out  to  my 
readers  what  he  does  to  *'  quiet  the  fpafms," 
or,  in  other  w^ords,  to  abate  the  irritation  that 
accompanies  the  permanent  ftridture.  In  fuch 
cafes,  therefore,  he  fays,  "  we  muft  have 
'*  recourfe  to  temporary  relief ;  fuch  as  the 
"  warm  bath,  which  "  he  archly  remarks, 

*'  coun«  • 
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^'^  counterafis  the  effbas  of  cold,  and  quiets 
any  fpafms  that  may  have  taken  place  in 
the  parts  ;  and  clyfters  alfo  with  opium, 
*'  which  have  ftill  more  efFecl."  "  Producing 
"  of  ftools  often  lefiens  the  fpafms — probably 
*'  a  blifter  to  the  pierinaeum  will  be  of  fmgular 
fervice,  if  there  be  time  for  its  operation." 

Before  I  proceed  further,  I  choofe  to  contem- 
plate the  neceffary  information  the  ProfelTor 
has  afforded  us  for  quieting  of  the  fpafms,  if 
they  fhould  accompany  a  ftri6ture.    The  blif- 
ter  to  the  perina^iim  is  amongft  the  beft  of  his 
new  opinions.    I  do  not  recoUedt  having  ever 
feen  in  print  before,  the  idea  of  a  blifter  be- 
ing applied  to  that  part.    We  all  knew  of  the 
i  planet,  but  did  not  think  to  look  for  it  in  this 
jhemifphere.     The  Profeffor  has  my  hearty 
<  congratulation,  but  I  wifli  he  could  have  been 
more  lavifli  in  its  praifes,  he  but  coldly  com- 
pliments fo  warm  a  remedy,  there  iliould  be 
fomething  more  than  "  probably     to  recom- 
mend it.    He  talks  of  doubting  if  there  bs 
time  for  the  operation  of  a  blifler  :  In  the  re- 
peated irritations  brought  on  by  confirmed 
ftriclures,  there  will  be  time  enough  for  the 
operation  of  fucceflions  of  blifters. 
I  F  *«  It 
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It  is  not  an  eafy  matter  in  cafes  where 
the  paffage  is  very  fmall,  to  tell  whether 
the  bougie  has  entered  the  ftrifture  or  not ; 
'*  for  luch  flender  bougies  as  muft  generally  be 
"  ufed  at  firft,  bend  fo  eafily,  that  the  intro- 
"  ducer  is  apt  to  thhik  it  is  paffing  whilft  it  is 
*'  only  bending."  If  the  Profeflbr  had  been 
aware  that  this  paragraph  would  have  attrafted 
my  particular  regard,  I  dare  fay  he  would  have 
ftudied  in  it  more  of  elegance  than  common. 
If  the  introducer  was  apt  to  think  it  was  paf- 
fmg,  whilft  it  was  only  bending,  would  he  not 
fee  that  it  was  twifted  after  he  had  vi^ithdrawn 
it  ?  But  my  comment  fhall  not  end  here.  I 
have  perufed  the  whole  of  the  ProfelTor's  chap- 
ter of  the  treatment  of  the  permanent  il:ri6ture, 
and  I  find  that  one  of  thefe  weak  bougies  is  the 
only  remedy  the  Profeffor  makes  ufe  of  to 
cure  the  ftridlure  by  dilatation,  but  if  this  fails, 
the  mode  of  cure  by  dilatation  is  to  be  aban- 
doned, and  his  ulcerative  method,  or  rath-  r 
his  method  by  efcharotics,  are  to  come  next 
into  play.  And  here  I  hope  my  readers  wili 
permit  me  to  recall  their  attention,  whilft  I  put 
a  few  queftlons  immediately  to  the  Profellbr ; 
they  will  have  the  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
enquiry  fairly  invefligated,  and  their  opinion, 
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as  to  the  refult,  is  the  boon  I  exped  for  my 
reward. 

The  ProfefTor  fays,  that  "  fuch  flender  bou- 
**  gies  as  muft  generally  be  ufed  at  firft,  bend 
'*  very  eafily.'*  Whoever  has  made  tlie  at- 
tempt miifl  agree  to  the  truth  of  this  aflertion, 
and  there  never  was  a  more  obvious  reafon 
given  why  the  defed:  fhould  not  be  fupplied  by 
fome  method  already  known  to  be  preferable  ; 
by  fome  other  bougies  yet  more  flender,  but 
not  fo  eafily  bent.  The  obfervation  I  am  go- 
ing to  make  was  not  thrown  in  my  way  as 
treafures  are  fometimes  found  by  a  ploughman, 
but  it  is  an  acquifition  obtained  without  re- 
proach to  me,  by  a  juftifiable  condefcenlion  to 
feek  for  and  acknowledge  that  information 
from  reputable  authors,  which  my  own  un- 
derflanding  could  not  fupply. 

Has  the  Profeflbr  never  heard  of  cat-gut 
bougies  being  in  ufe  ?  Has  he  never  heard  it 
hinted  that  they  had  a  preference  on  many  ac- 
counts to  the  feeble,  flender  bougies  which  he 
recommends?  Has  the  Profeflbr  never  read 
any  authours  who  have  recommended  them  ? 
Poes  not  he  know  that  they  are  now  brought 

F  2  into 
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into  general  pradice  from  their  preferable  ad- 
vantages ?  If  he  had  not  heard  of  them,  he  is 
yet  to  be  informed.  If  he  has  heard  of  them, 
he  has  abufed  his  reader  by  his  contemptuous 
filence.  And  if  he  does  not  know  of  their  ap-r 
plication,  and  more  certain  fuccefs  in  over- 
coming the  mod  contracted  flriclures,  he  has 
yet  to  learn  what  the  whole  body  of  furgeons 
are  already  acquainted  with. 

I  fhall  now  produce  my  authority.  A  quota- 
tion from  Monf.  Le  Dran  will  ferve  to  ftrength- 
pn  my  aflertions,  and  point  put  to  my  reader^ 
where  they  may  refer  more  at  large.  As  my 
intention  is  never  to  lofc  fight  of  the  new  opi- 
nions of  the  Profeflbr,  I  am  always  watchful 
to  detedl  myfelf  when  I  am  epifodic^lly  devia- 
ting into  extraneous  enquiries. 

"  All  thefe  intentions  may  be  frequentlj^ 
anfwered  by  the  ufe  of  bougies,  armed  with 
"  medicines  agreeable  to  the  ftate  of  the  dif- 
"  order,  and  carefully  introduced  through  the 
*'  urethra  into  the  bladder.    The  medicines' 
"  made  ufe  of  on  thefe  occafions  fhould  by  no 
*'  means  be  irritating ;  and  for  this  reafon  I 
fhould  abfolutely  reje6t  the  ufe  of  any  cauf- 
tic  introduced  into  the  urethra  on  pretence 
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of  deftrovino;  the  carnofities,  fiiiGe,  as  I 
"  have  learned  from  experience,  they  ferve 
only  to  eat  into  the  canal.    Thefe  bougies 
are  made  either  of  cat-gut,  of  linen  dipt  in 
"  wax  and  rolled ;   or  of  linen  waxed  and 
"  rolled  upon  the  cat-gut.    The  fecond  kind 
of  thefe  are  improper  to  be  ufed,  as  they 
"  foften  in  the  canal  by  the  heat  of  the  part, 
and  cannot  readily  be  palTed  into  the  blad- 
der." — "  The  cat-gut  bougie,  which,  by 
the  moifture  of  the  part,  fwells  in  the  ure- 
'*  thra  during  its  continuance  there,  in  fome 
meafure  removes  the  ftridures  it  pafTed  by 
"  at  its  entrance  ;  and  on  pulling  it  out  in  an 
liour,  or  thereabouts  (for  it  muft  not  be  left 
in  longer),  you  will  find  it  twice  as  large  as 
*'  when  it  was  put  in." — "  This  fecond  bougie 
*'  fwells  in  the  fame  manner,  and  enlarging  the 
^'  canal  ftill  more,  the  urine  begins  to  difcharge 
"  with  greater  freedom.  When  the  bougies  of 
cat-gut  enter  readily,  we  muft  ufe  thofe 
"  made  of  linen  rolled  upon  cat-gut,  &c."  * 

I  will  not  pafs  over  an  obvious  remark  that 
fcts  the  confequential,  felf- important  aflertion 

Le  Dran's  Operations  in  Surgery,  tranflated  by  Gata- 
ker.  4th  edit.  p.  275,  276,  277, 

of 
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of  the  ProfefTor  in  its  true  light :  "  When  I 
"  compare,"  lays  he,  "  the  pradlice  of  the 
prefent  day  with  what  it  was  in  the  year 
1750,  it  hardly  appears  to  be  the  fame  dif- 
"  eafe  we  are  treating."  I  have  repeated  this 
once  before,  and  I  will  again  and  again.  Thefe 
are  the  traits  that  difcover  palpably  how  he 
would  arrogate,  if  he  were  permitted.  If  what 
1  have  already  quoted  be  not  fufficient,  let 
Monf.  Le  Dran  be  fully  read,  and  his  treat- 
ment be  compared  with  the  prefent  by  the  Pro- 
feflbr.  Let  Monf.  Saviard  alfo  be  produced.  Let 
this  affertion  be  fairly  inveffigated,  and  then 
let  it  be  feen,  what  credit  an  authour,  who  has 
been  bold  enough  to  rilk  it,  deferves  in  return. 
Hudibras  fays,  there  is  no  argument  like  mat-r 
ter  of  fa6t. 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  had  Mr.  Pott 
■favoured  us  with  his  opinion  upon  this  queflion, 
he  would  have  judged  the  ufe  of  cat-gut  bour 
gies  to  have  been  of  fome  importance  in  over- 
coming: the  narrowefl  ftridiires  in  the  urethra; 
and  I  am  induced  to  think  fo,  not  from  any 
knowledge  I  have  of  his  pradice,  but  becaufe 
it  is  conforniabie  in  analogy  to  the  fimilar  treat- 
ment he  adopts  in  his  obfervations  oi]  the  iil^ 

tula 
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tula  lacrymalis.  "  The  point  to  be  aimed  atf 
*'  is,  if  poffible,  to  render  the  naial  dud  per- 
"  vious  to  the  lacrymal  fluid  ;  and  we  mufi: 
"  endeavour  to  obtain  this  end  hy  fuch  means 
"  as  give  the  leaft  pain,  excite  the  leaft  in- 
"  flammation,  and  leave  the  parts  as  near  as 
"  poflible  in  their  natural  ftate  ;  that  is,  we 
"  are  to  endeavour  to  dilate  the  palTage  from 
"  the  fac  to  the  nofe,  by  fome  means  which 
"  will  gradually  diftend  it  without  deftroying 
*'  its  texture,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  dila- 

tation  of  the  urethra  ought  to  be  aiFeded  in 
"  the  cafe  of  ftridures,  by  paffing  either  a 

probe,  or  a  piece  of  cnt-gut,  or  a  bougie, 
"  gently  into  it,  as  far  as  it  will  eafily  go,  and 
"  repeating  it  occafionally,  until  it  is  got  quite 
^'  through,  and  the  pafTage  is  free."  In  a 
note  to  the  fame  page  he  further  remarks, 
*'  This  caution  is  very  necelTary  to  be  obferved 
*'  in  the  cure  of  ftridures  of  the  urethra,  in 

which  cafe,  the  proper  intention  is  gradually 

to  dilate  the  pailage,  and  to  procure  an  en- 
"  creafed  diicharge  of  mucus  from  the  lacu- 
*'  nai  ;  this  Hiould  be  always  done  gently, 
"  and  by  means  which  give  as  little  pain  as 
"  poffible  ;   whatever  irritates  or  gives  pain 

"  will 
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"  will  certainly  do  mlfchief,  will  add  to  the 
*'  obftrudlion,  and  encreafe  the  dyfury*.'* 

Thus  have  I  fandtioned  my  afTertions,  and 
made  good  my  ground  in  the  firft  quotation, 
which  I  call  point  blank  to  my  purpofe,  from 
the  moft  eminent  furgeon  in  all  France,  who 
flouriflied  and  publifhed  befoi-e  the  difmal  year 
of  ignorance  1 750.  And  as  he  has  not  exprefsly 
written  upon  the  fubjed,  but  introduced  this 
qucftion  where  the  only  opportunity  offered  to 
him,  thus  is  alfo  in  the  fecond  quotation  my 
opinion  fandlioned  collaterally  by  the  moft  emi- 
-iient  furgeon  of  every  country* 

And  I  might  be  permitted  to  remark,  that 
in  this  quotation  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  applying  from  Mr.  Pott,  there  is  another 
lelTon,  and  that  not  the  leaft  effential  to  my 
readers,  as  well  as  myfelf ;  the  ProfelTor  alfo 
may  hereafter  profit  from  it,  if  he  pleafes,  and 
would,  if  my  influence  could  avail ;  but  I  fear 
that  all  I  can  do  for  him,  will  be  to  give  him 
room  in  my  charity.  The  freedom  I  profefs 
will  not  permit  me  to  diffemble,  and,  I  hope 

^-  Pott  on  Fiftul.  Lacrymal.  vol.  i.  p.  343. 

at 
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at  ieaft,  he  will  always  efleem  my  praife  for 
honeft,  whenever  I  beftow  it,  as  I  do  now  my 
advice.  We  muft  endeavour  to  obtain  this 
"  end  by  fuch  means  as  give  the  leaft  pain, 
*'  excite  the  leafl  inflammation,  and  leave  the 
"  parts  as  near  as  poffible  in  their  natural 
ftate.'* 

Has  the  ProfefTor  called  to  his  aid  all  fuch 
tneans  ?  Has  he  not  employed  the  acutenefs 
of  his  knowledge  fparingly,  and  ufed  his  pro- 
fefTional  ftrength  by  halves  ?  Has  he  infinuated 
the  leaft  hint,  or  encouraged  the  leaft  thought 
of  any  other  bougie  than  this  which  others 
have  difcarded  from  defpair  of  fuccefs  from  it  ? 
One  would  almoft  think  it  a  miracle  that  he 
fhould  have  been  fortunate,  or  that  the  choice; 
of  fortune,  or  the  arrangement  of  chance,  had 
in  this  inftance  crowned  the  fame  of  a  fuir- 
geon  ! 

Now  that  I  have  grounded  the  preferable 
pretenfiofts  of  the  cat-gut  bougies  by  luch 
ftrong  theoretic  authority,  1  fhall  proceed  to 
enquire  how  the  prefent  pra6lice  ftands,  whe- 
ther the  imbecile  texture  of  a  piece  of  linen 
dipped  in  plafter,  and  rolled  into  a  fmall  fbrttf, 

G  is 
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is  the  only  liiftrument  in  prefent  ufe  with  fur- 
geons  both  in  London  and  Paris.  The  faft  is, 
that  the  cat-gut  bougies  are  deemed  prefera- 
ble in  both  places*. 

For  my  own  part,  I  have  carefully  avoided 
throughout  my  obfervations  refting  any  affer- 
tion  upon  my  bare  authority ;  for  which  rea- 
lon,  whenever  I  have  obje6led  to  the  theory  of 
the  Profeffor,  I  have  chofen  rather  to  oppofe 
him  by  the  opinions  of  others,  than  to  be  too 
confident  in  my  own  experience  ;  I  know  its^ 
fallability,  but  I  am  not  afraid  or  afhamed  to 
add  my  atteftations  to  the  general  opinion,  and 
further  to  declare,  that  the  cat-gut  bougies 
will  overcome  many  ftridtures  by  the  firft  and 
moft  defirable  means,  where  the  others  muft 
fail ;  and  that  without  a  trial  of  them,  mo- 
dern praftice  is  not  juftified  in  appealing  tg 
more  painful  and  dangerous  refources. 

So  much  for  the  cure  of  the  permanent 
flridure  by  dilatation  ;  a  mode  of  cure  that 

*  Although  the  cat-gut  bougies  made  in  France  are 
fold  by  Mr.  Savigny  at  two  fliillings  each,  and  the  other 
bougies  at  five  {hillings  the  dozen,  yet  he  confefles  that 
lie  has  a  very  great  fale  of  the  former* 

fliould 
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fhould  always  be  aimed  at,  and  reludantlj 
abandoned  ;  for  ever  bearing  in  mind  the  ad- 
monitory caution  of  Mr.  Pott,  which  I  have 
already  quoted,  and  which  will  be  confidered 
as  an  aphorifm  as  long  at  leaft  as  we  prac- 
tice from  reafon. 


Page  12  2. 
3.  "  Of  the  Cure  of  Stri^iure  by  Ulceration,^" 

The  cure  of  a  flri£lure  by  means  of  ul- 
ceration  is  likewife  effedled  by  a  bougie ; 
this  method  may  be  employed   both  in 
cafes,  where  a  bougie  will  pafs,  and  where 
<*  It  \vill  not.'* 

It  is  not  neceffary  for  me  to  confefs  that  I 
know  the  method  by  ulceration  may  be  em- 
ployed in  both  cafes  where  a  bougie  will  pafs, 
and  where  it  will  not.  The  poffibility  is 
amongft  the  moft  obvious  of  the  Profeflbr's 
pofitions  ;  lb  that  at  any  rate  fuch  a  poffibility 
cannot  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of  a  new  opi- 
nion.   But  I  am  ftill  under  fome  anxiety  leaft 

G  2  I  fliould 
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rfliQuld  prove  too  importunate  in  alkiag  t\\^ 
Profeflbr  a  qiieition  or  two  ;  my  thlrft  for  iii- 
formation  muft  apologife  for  my  forwardnefs. 

Could  I  d^re  to  employ  this  method  by  uU 
ceration,  where  a  bougie  will  pals  without  it? 
Or  if  I  dared,  fhould  1  be  permitted  to  put  it 
into  practice  ?  Have  I  a  friend  that  would  fo 
far  indulge  me,  or  an  enemy  that  I  would  wifh 
fo  much  to  infiidl  !  A  garrifon  town,  when 
the  gates  are  fhut  againft  the  enemy,  is  fome- 
times  ftormed  by  a  breach  ;  but  did  the  Profef- 
lbr ever  know,  and  it  is  poffible  he  may,  efper 
cjally  as  he  draws  all  his  conclulions  from  fin- 
gular  cafes,  that  any  perfon  through  choice 
pulled  down  part  of  his  houfe  in  order  to  gain 
^n  immediate  entrance,  when  the  outer  door 
was  already  open  to  him  ? 

The  Profeflbr  confefles  afterwards,  that  even 
where  this  procefs  is  attempted,  *'  few  pa- 
^'  tients  will  fubmit  to  the  practice  ;  and  in? 
*'  deed  few  will  be  able  to  bear  it."  And  I 
fay  that  it  ought  not  to  be  attempted  but  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  that  then  it  has 
the  preference  to  all  other  painful  refources. 
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^«  If  the  fmalleft  bongie  which  can  poffibly 
be  made  with  fome  degree  of  flrength, 
<'  cannot  pafs,  dilatation  becomes  impradli- 
"  cable,  and  it  is  neceflaiy  that  fomething 
^'  elfe  fhoiild  be  done  for  the  relief  of  the  pa- 
<«  tient ;  and  the  deftrudtion  of  the  flridure 
is  to  be  effeded  fome  way  or  other.  la 
many  cafes,  it  may  be  proper  to  attempt 
^'  this  by  ulceration  of  the  part,  for  we  find 
from  experience,  that  a  ftriftiire  may  be 
removed  by  the  fimple  prelTure  of  a  bougie." 

There  is  a  certain  rationality  in  this  quota-!* 
tion  that  I  am  not  always  in  good  fortune  to 
find  when  I  feek  it.  In  a  work  fo  volumi- 
nous, and  in  a  fyftem  fo  new,  it  muft  not  be 
indeed  expeded,  that  every  fentence  we  perule 
ihould  attract  our  admiration,  or  that  every 
opinion  that  is  given  fhould  improve  our  un- 
iderftandiiig.  The  remark  hero  of  the  Pro- 
feffor  is  juft,  if  it  be  not  new  ;  and  I  know  he 
will  pardon  me,  when  I  fay  it  is  juft,  becaufe 
}t  is  not  new  ;  for  which  of  his  new  opinions 
is  juft !  My  praife  is  here  beftowed  on  the 
profeflbr  for  the  tranquiUty  of  his  dllpolition. 
Jle  has  made  ufe  of  an  acknowledged  truth, 
^nd  I  was  glad  to  recognifp  it.    But  yet  I 

hoped 
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hoped  to  have  been  for  a  moment  at  leafi:  gra- 
tified in  full  without  allay.  He  fays,  *'  in 
many  cafes  it  may  be  proper  to  attempt  this 
««  by  ulceration  of  the  part."  I  looked  for- 
ward with  fome  mortification  at  my  difap- 
pointment  in  fearch  of  thefe  cafes,  to  obtain 
information  of  the  line  the  Profeflbr  was  about 
to  draw  ;  when  we  were  to  fet  about  this  mode, 
and  when  we  were  to  refolve  upon  another ; 
•for  if  he  has  not  as  yet  made  up  his  mind 
upon  fuch  diftindions,  he  Ihould  have  refered 
us  to  Mr.  Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  or  what 
^^ould  have  been  better  for  himfelf,  he  fliould 
Hot  have  written. 

In  the  next  immediate  paragraph,  the  Pro- 
feflbr  indulges  us  with  fomething  of  his  own, 
and  this  is  to  account  to  his  readers,  and  to 
mine  alfo,  how  the  deftrudlion  of  the  part  by 
ulceration  is  affected  by  a  bougie.  Here  I 
muft  beg  their  particular  attention. 

"  This  effe£l  muft  arife  from  the  irritation 
of  abforption  being  given  to  the  difeafed 
part,  which  from  the  ftridure  not  being  an 
original  formed  part,  nor  having  any  power 
"  of  refinance  equal  to  the  original  one,  is 

**  more 
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I 

more  fufceptible  of  ulceration,  and  thereby 
<'  is  abforbed.'* 

Will  my  readers  permit  me  to  inftrud  them  ? 
It  is,  that  they  read  over  the  above  at  leaft 
three  times,  and  if  they  can  then  make  any 
fenfe  out  of  it,  will  they  compare  it  with  the 
fucceeding  paragraph  which  I  fhall  now  lay 
before  them  ?  I  mufl  enjoin  them  to  read  this 
three  times  alfo. 

"  The  force  applied  to  a  bougie  in  this  cafe 
*'  iliould  not  be  great  ;   for  a  ftridture  is  the 
"  hardeft  part  of  the  urethra,  and  if  a  bougie 
is  applied  with  a  confiderable  degree  of  pref- 
fure,  and  continued  there,   it  fometimes 
"  happens  that  the  end  of  the  bougie  flips  off 
*'  the  ftricflure  before  there  is  time  for  ulce- 
*'  ration,  and  makes  its  way  into  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  corpus  fpongiofum  by  the  fide 
"  of  the  flridure ;   and  if  the  prefTure  be 
continued  ftill  longer,  it  will  make  a  new 
"  paffage  beyond  the  ftri^ture  in  the  corpus 
fpongiofum  urethrae."     To  elucidate  the 
laflobfervation,  the  ProfefTor  furnifhes  us  with 
a  plate. 
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Here  is  fo  much  matter  crouded  in  upon  me 
at  once,  that  I  muft  beg  time  and  patience  for 
the  feparate  inveftigation  of  it.  As  to  "  the 
"  irritation  of  abforption  being  given  to  the 

difeafed  part,"  the  Profeflbr  ought  not, 
and  here  I  condemn  liim  very  ferioufly  in  ha- 
ving taken  luch  a  palpable  advantage  of  our 
unenlightened  condition  ;  fo  exalted  an  ex- 
preffion  would  have  been  becoming  in  the  Ro- 
man age,  but  then  only  at  Rome  itfelf,  where 
that  which  was  out  of  the  reach  of  human 
underftanding,  could  have  been  explained  by 
oracular  divination. 

Let  us  proceed  to  examine  if  the  flat  con- 
tradidtion  expreffed  in  the  two  quotations  be 
more  within  my  power  to  explain  to  my  rea- 
ders ;  and  I  think  if  I  cannot  make  out  the 
ProfelTor's  meaning  by  his  words,  yet  I  can 
by  his  intentions. 

To  reconcile  the  contradiction,  as  it  ap- 
pears upon  the  face  of  it,  would  be  offering  an 
affront,  which  I  am  not  prepared  to  do  to  my 
readers.  But  if  they  did  but  confider,  that 
the  firft  paragraph  embraced  part  only  of  the 
fyflem  which  had  been  adopted  by  Mr.  Sharp, 

and 
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and  continued  ever  fince ;  and  if  that  the  Pro- 
feflbr  had  given  us  the  whole  of  the  adion  of 
the  bougie  by  prefTure,  which  gains  a  paffage 
by  ulceration,  when  it  cannot  gain  it  by  dila- 
tation, then  he  would  have  told  us  the  whole 
truth,  that  the  point  of  a  ftrong  bougie  fo 
continually  preffes  upon  the  flridure  that  it 
meets  in  its  way  in  the  urethra,  as  to  effe^l:  an 
ulceration  of  the  obftrucling  part.  Then  he 
would  have  told  us,  that  the  obftruding  part 
is  only  expofed  to  fuch  an  operation,  as  it 
ftands  exaftly  in  the  way  of  the  force  that  is 
applied  intentionally  againft  it.  Then  he 
would  have  told  us,  that  this  is  the  a6l  of  a 
bougie  that  paffes  a  ftridure  by  ulceration,  and 
that  this  was  Mr.  Sharp's  fyftem,  by  conti- 
nuing the  preffure  of  the  bougie.  The  ob- 
truded part  only  offering  direclly  to  the  point 
of  the  bougie,  is  the  fact  upon  which  the  cure 
by  ulceration  was  eftablhhed  by  that  reputable 
authour,  and  perfevered  in  ever  fince.  It 
does  not  depend  upon  which  is  the  ftrongeft, 
or  which  is  the  weakeft ;  not  whether  the 
ProfefTor  is  right  in  his  firft  paragraph,  or 
wrong  in  his  fecond  ;  as  "  no  fuch  fluff  was 
ever  in  our  thoughts  not  whether  the 
dlfeafed  part  will  give  way  before  the  found 
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part,  ox  vice  verfa.  The  only  queftion  is, 
which  is  moll:  in  the  way  of  the  preffure  of 
the  bougie  ? 

And  cannot  my  readers  guefs  at  the  motive 
that  induced  the  Profeffor  to  half  explain  the 
firft,  and  fo  fuddenly  to  contradicb  himfelf  in 
the  fecond  paragraph  ?  He  could  not  defign 
any  underhand  fyftem,  for  if  he  had,  he 
would  have  guarded  it  with  more  cunning. 
It  is  not  congenial  with  his  difpofit;on.  Com- 
mon precautioji  had  no  concern  in  it.  The 
CQ,ntradi€tions  come  fo  quick  upon  us,  that 
we  ought  to  take  credit  to  ourfelves  for  find- 
ing them  out,  as  they  might  have  been  eafily 
paffed  over.  An  umpire  in  the  moft  critical 
nicety  at  any  game  could  not  boa  ft  of  more 
adroitnefs. 

Let  me  afk  my  readers,  was  not  the  fubjed 
of  the  next  chapter,  was  not  the  innovation 
of  cauftick,  was  not  the  new  opinion,  or  ra- 
ther the  revived  old  opinion  from  VVifeman, 
and  an  old  opinion  which  Wifeman  himfelf 
had  revived  from  a  time  as  old  as  the  hiftory 
of  ftriclures,  a  temptation  irrefiftible  ?  Was 
not  fomething,  -not  done  in  this  age,  a  grand 
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idea  open  to  tlie  Profeflbr  ?  The  coming  out 
in  a  new  charader,  or  in  an  old  one  revived, 
is  an  obje^l  for  every  a6lor  in  life*  He  knows 
the  advantage  of  a  {irft  impreffion,  that  it  is 
fnatching  a  grace  beyond  the  reach  of  com- 
mon arti  Bcfides,  did  not  the  affrighting 
dread  of  a  bougie  making  a  wrong  pafTage 
pave  the  way  to  a  new  cafe  ?  Did  not  that 
cafe  enrich  the  work  witli  a  plate  ?  VVe  may 
envy  vaulting  ambition,  but  we  cannot  blame 
it,  when  we  fee  it  fo  towering,  even  if  it  cries 
havock,  or  if  by  chance  mifcarriage  in  the 
attempt  makes  the  object  ridiculous. 

I  fhall  clofe  this  chapter  with  one  more 
quotation  from  the  ProfelTor,  and  as  it  is  feri- 
^ully  of  importance,  I  hope  my  readers  will 
not  call  it  frivolous.  "  Bougies,  in  all  cafes, 
"  from  their  (hape,  and  from  the  aftion  of 
*'  the  parts,  readily  flip  out,  which  retards 
"  the  cure,  but  it  is  much  worfe  when  they 

pafs  into  the  bladder."  Here  follows  a 
cafe  ;  fo  that  I  beg  they  would  take  warning 
by  this  unhappy  cafe,  and  take  care  that  the 
bougies  may  never  flip  out,  or  never  flip  in  ! 
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Page  126. 
4.      O/*  the  Application  of  CaufJc  to  Stn5lures»* 

If  it  hath  not  flruck  the  notice  of  my  rea- 
ders already,  it  will  evidently  from  the  fmallefl: 
attention  appear  that  the  Profeflbr  flurred  over 
the  lall:  chapter,  and  aimed  to  get  rid  of  the 
fyftem  contained  in  it,  for  the  fake  of  this  we 
are  now  upon.  Thus  men  fend  their  fons  in 
law  out  of  their  families,  in  order  that  their 
own  fc  ns  may^  ^iijc^V  ^^'^^  whole  of  their  fa- 
vours and  afFe6tions.  The  ProfefTor  fhould 
recolleft,  that  he  had  undertaken  to  treat 
fully  the  former  fyftem,  and  that,  as  he  had 
fo  far  condefcended,  he  ought  to  have  be- 
flowed  upon  it  all  the  advantages  it  could 
fairly  have  born  ;  and  that  in  as  many  in- 
ftances  as  he  has  negle£led  the  whole  of  his 
duty,  he  has  brought  down  diihonour  on 
himfelf. 

The  fyftem  of  ulceration  by  the  proifure  of 
a  bougie  was  to  be  made  inadequate  to  the  end, 
fur  the  fake  of  the  application  of  caullick. 

t; 
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The  application  of  cauftickj  the  ProfefTor 
wifhes  to  infinuate  and  pahn  upon  his  readers 
as  a  new  opinion  ;  that,  will  be  a  matter  of 
condderation  for  me  hereafter.  I  fhali  pro- 
ceed diredily  to  conlider  the  cure  by  cauftick, 
and  examine  the  ftatement  of  It,  as  in  his 
wlfdom  he  has  laid  it  before  iis. 

*'  When  a  bougie  can  readily  pafs,  there 
**  is  no  neceffity  for  ufnig  any  other  method 
"  to  remove  the  ftridlure."  And  fo  {iiy  I. 
But  how  did  the  Profeflbr's  former  chapter  be- 
gin in  "  the  Cure  of  a  Stridure  by  means  of 
"  Ulceration  ?" — "  This  method  may  be  em- 
"  ployed  both  in  cafes  where  a  bougie  will 
"  pafs,  and  where  it  will  not."  It  is  not  my 
bufmefs  to  reconcile  this  contradiclion.  Plere 
it  is.  1  have  fet  the  two  paragraphs  down  by 
each  other,  and  there  I  will  leave  them  ! 

■  The  ProfefTor  ftates  three  caufes  that  may 
require  a  cure  by  cauftick.  "  Firft,  the 
"  ftridure  may  be  fo  tight  as  not  to  allow  the 
bougie  to  pafs.  Secoiid,  the  orifice  of  the 
ftriclure  may  not  be  in  a  line  with  the  urc- 
thra,  which  will  make  it  uncertain,  if  not 
impoffible,  to  pafs  a  bougie.    And  thivd, 

there 


(    54  ) 

"  thefe  may  be  no  paflnge  at  all,  it  having 
"  been  obliterated  by  difeafe,  and  the  urine 
"  pafled  by  fiftul^c  in  perinaso/' 

The  Profeflbr  afferts,  "  if  the  obflrruaiions 
"  are  any  where  between  the  membranous 

part  of  the  urethra  and  the  glans,  where 
**  the  canal  is  nearly  flraight,  or  can  eafily  be 
*'  made  fo  by  the  introduction  of  a  ftraight 
"  inftrument,  it  becomes  an  eaiy  matter  to 
*'  deftrov  thmi  bv  cauftic.'* 

I  fiiall  only  remark  to  my  readers  what  has 
occurred  to  me,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
they^  who  are  converfant  with  cafes  of  ob- 
ftruvStions  in  the  urethra,  will  agree  with  me 
in  the  opinion,  that  obftrudions  in  the  favour- 
able part  alluded  to  by  the  Profeflbr  are  eafily 
removed  without  the  aid  of  cauftick. 

"  It  does  not  always  happen  in  cafes  of 
'*  obftruftion  to  the  paflage  of  the  urine,  that, 
"  when  the  obil:ru(5lion  is  removed  by  the 
"  cauftic,  and  the  water  of  courfe  palTes 
"  freely,  a- bougie  will  pafs.  This  1  appre- 
"  hend  arifes  from  the  cauftic  not  having 
'*  dcftroyed  the  ftrid:ure  in  a  dired:  line  wi  th 

"  the 
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the  urethra,  fo  that  a  bougie  cannot  catch 
the  Ibund  urethra  beyond/* 

Here  we  are  told  of  advantages  from  cauf- 
tick,  which  common  fenle  would  have  con- 
ftrued  into  evils.  Firft,  that  when  a  cauftick 
fucceeds,  a  bougie  will  not  always  fecond  that 
fuccefs.  And  fecond,  that  a  cauftick  may- 
make  a  new  way  with  impunity,  where  a  bou- 
gie muft  not. 
<« 

Fir  ft,  if  a  bougie  will  not  pafs  after  the 
cauftick  has  removed  the  obftruftion,  the  pa- 
tient, that  is  advifed      not  to  go  a  journey, 

even  of  a  week,  without  them*,*'  may  as 
well  leave  them  at  home.  And  fecond,  if  a 
cauftick  may  be  permitted  to  deftroy  the  ftric- 
ture,  or  rather  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra, 
aot  in  a  direct  line,  with  impunity,  then  it 
BaO-ift  be  hidifferent  what  route  the  bougie  may 
take,  and  the  caution,  and  the  cafe  given  by 
tHe  Profeftor,  might  as  well  be  erafed,  and  fb 
may  the  plate,  where  he  faid  that  a  bougie 
|)afred  into  the  corpus  fpongiofum  urethrse  -f-, 
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and  which  gave  birth  to  a  new  cafe,  and  plate 
the  fecond. 


While  the  Profeflbr  was  deaHng  out  with 
all  the  force  of  oratory  his  inftrudions  to  his 
attentive  pupils,  did  it  never  occur  to  him,  that 
it  is  eafier  to  teach  twenty  of  them  what 
were  good  to  be  done,  than  to  be  one  of  the 
*'  twenty  to  follow  his  own  teaching  *  ? 

I  fhall  now  proceed  to  examine  the  inftru^ 
ments  by  which  the  Profeffor  conveys  this 
formidable  but  effedlual  power  to  the  obftrudl- 
cd  part  of  the  urethra. 

"  The  cauftic  ihould  be  prevented  from 
*'  hurting  any  other  part  of  the  canal ;  which 
"  is  beft  done  by  introducing  it  through  a 
"  canula  to  the  ftridure,  making  it  protrude 
*«  a  little  beyond  the  end  of  the  canula,  by 
*'  which  it  a6ls  only  upon  the  ftrid:ure.  The 

cauflic  (hould  be  fixed  in  a  fmall  port 
"  crayon.  It  is  neceflary  to  have  a  piece  of 
"  filver  of  the  length  of  the  canula,  with  a 
"  ring  at  one  end,  and  a  button  at  the  other 

*  Shakefpeare. 
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of  the  fame  diameter  with  the  caiuila, 
"  forming  a  kind  of  a  plug,  which  fhouldpro- 
"  jed  beyond  the  end  of  the  canula  that  en- 

ters  the  urethra,  by  which  means  it  makes 
"  a  rounded  end  ;  or  the  port  crayon  may  be 
"  formed  with  this  button  at  the  other  end. 
*'  The  button  being  introduced  into  the  ca- 
*'  nula,  it  fliould  be  pafled  into  the  urethra, 
<*  and  when  got  to  the  ftri£lure  the  filver  plug 

fhould  be  drawn,  and  the  port  crayon  with 

the  cauftic  introduced  in  its  place ;  or  if 
*'  the  plug  and  port  crayon  are  on  the  fame 
*'  inftrument,  then  it  is  only  withdrawing  it, 
*'  and  introducing  the  port  crayon  with  the 
"  cauftic,  which  will  deftroy  the  ftridture." 

The  Profeffor  proceeds  to  remark,  "  if  the 

ftri6ture  be  in  the  bend  of  the  urethra,  the 
"  canula  may  be  bent  at  the  end  alfo  ;  but 
"  it  becomes  more  difficult  to  introduce  a 
"  piece  of  cauftic  through  fuch  a  canula, 
"  for  the  plug  and  port  crayon  mufl:  alfo  be 
*'  bent  at  the  end,  which  cannot  be  made  to 

pafs  through  the  ftraight  part  of  the  ca- 
"  nula  ;  but  this  I  have  in  fome  meafure  ob- 
*'  viated,  by  having  the  canula  made  flexible, 

except  at  the  end  where  it  is  to  take  the 

^  *'  curve." 
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curve."  The  third  phite  given  by  the  Pro* 
fefibr  demonftrates  this  piece  of  machinery. 

I  miifl-,  before  I  proceed  to  make  my  obfer^^ 
vations  upon  the  prcfented  plan  of  the  Pro- 
feiTor  before  us,  candidly  eonfefs  to  my  rea- 
ders, that  I  have  been  ftrongly  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  a  trial  to  overcome  obfl:ru6lions  in 
the  urethra  by  cauitick  ;  and  that,  when  I  pe- 
rufed  the  antient  authours  who  had  written- 
upon  the  fubje^lj  I  lamented  the  inadequate 
power  of  conveying  the  cauftick  with  fafety 
to  the  obftru6led  part.  And  what  was  yet  to 
be  more  dreaded,  the  mifchlef  that  might  be 
committed  by  fo  potent  an  application  ading 
on  parts  excluded  from  our  fight,  and  perhaps 
deftroying  fuch  as  did  not  conduce  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  obflruiflion  J  Beiides,  I  further 
dreaded  the  alarming  effedts  of  inflammation, 
and  retired  from  the  undertaking,  becaufe  I 
found  that  they,  whofe  opinions  1  looked  up 
to,  were  not  lo  fatlfefied  of  the  poUibihty  of 
its  fafety,  as  to  fet  the  example.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  moft  eminent  of  the  profefTion  that 
■had  laft:  written  upon  the  fubje»5l,  execrated 
the  idea,  and  flung  it  out  of  practice  *. 
Le  Dran,  Suviaid,  Aftruc,  Sharp. 

Having 
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Having  premifed  to  my  readers,  that  it  was 
my  hearty  wifh.that  a  fate  and  effedual  mode 
may  be  found  out  for  deftroying  a  ftridure  in 
the  urethra  by  cauftick,  I  fhall  proceed  to  exr 
amine  whether  this  given  by  the  Profeffor 
promlfes  to  be  that  fafe  and  efFe(5lual  mode. 
And  as,  under  the  fan£lion  of  his  recommen- 
dation, I  have  already  made  a  trial  of  it,  I 
mean  to  make  a  true  report  of  the  refult.  I 
before  reraarked,  that  I  never  found  an  ob- 
ftrudlion  in  the  ftrait  part  of  the  urethra, 
which  was  of  fo  ferious  a  nature,  as  to  require 
a  new  refourjce  to  be  called  to  our  aid ;  thercr 
fore  I  put  obftru6tions  thus  fituated  out  of 
the  prefent  queftion.  If  cauftick  will  fucceed 
there,  fo  will  fub ordinate  means  ;  means  more 
mnocent,  and  therefore  preferable,  as  effecr 
^ual. 

The  cafe  on  which  I  attempted  the  trial 
was  an  obftruaion  of  ten  years  landing,  fitu- 
ated in  the  bulbous  part  of  the  urethra.  The 
ftream  of  urine  was  very  fmall,  and  evacuated 
with  much  difficulty,  and  fometimes  it  came 
away  by  drops.  On  account  of  the  regular 
life  of  the  patient,  who  was  fifty-two  years 
of  age,  the  irritation  was  kept  a  good  deal 

^  2  under, 
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under,  he  could  enjoy  an  interval  of  three 
hours  without  making  water.    A  tumour  in 
the  perinaeum  was  to  be  felt  as  large  as  a  wal- 
nut, callous  and  immoveable.  I  provided  niy- 
felf  with  the  apparatus  of  the  Profeffor,  and 
having  by  the  previous  ufe  of  the  cat-gut 
bougies  gained  upon   former  advances  near 
half  an  inch,   as  we  found  by  meafuring 
the  length  of  the  cat-gut  with  the  length 
of  the  bougie  the  patient  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  wearing,  of   courfe  we  advanced 
further   through    that   part    of   the  ure- 
thra where  it   is   curved.     On   my  intro- 
ducing  the  ftrait  canula,    I  found  it  could 
not  pafs  fo  far  up  the  urethra  as  the  cat-gut 
bougie  by  near  an  inch,  and  upon  my  enqui- 
ring afterwards  for  a  flexible  one,  I  found  that 
the  firfl  of  this  invention  was  but  juft  made, 
fo  that  the  one  given  in  the  plate  in  the  work 
before  me  might  be  faid  to  be  the  pattern 
draught  by  which  the  maiden  one  which  I 
faw  was  made.    But  if  the  flexible  canula  had 
been  ready  at  hand,  it  would  have  been  im- 
poffible  to  have  conveyed  the  cauftick  through 
it  with  any  fafety  ;  for  the  port  crayon  em- 
braced fo  fmall  a  portion  of  the  cauftick,  that 
the  leaft  refiftance  would  loofen  it,  and  it  wa§ 
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impoffible  to  pafs  it  through  the  flexible  caimla 
whilfl:  fixed  in  the  urethra,  without  its  meet- 
ing with  more  refiftance  than  when  the  expe- 
riment is  made  out  of  the  urethra.  Befides, 
the  ring  that  tightens  the  cauftick  in  the  port 
crayon  would  be  Aid  back  when  the  cauftick 
was  attempted  to  be  introduced  through  the 
canula.  But,  refolving  that  it  fhould  not  be 
{aid  that  I  railed  unfair  objedtions,  I  paffed  the 
cauftick  through  the  ftrait  canula,  after  with- 
drawing the  plug,  and  I  permitted  it  to  re- 
main more  than  a  minute.  The  effe£l  upon 
the  patient  was  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  dreaded, 
and  we  certainly  fhould  have  perlifted  in  a 
repetition,  had  we  not  been  prevented,  by  pro- 
ving that  it  would  not  have  been  fafe  ;  for 
upon  the  (lighteft  touch,  the  cauftick  dropped 
from  the  port  crayon,  and  thus  ended  the 
experiment. 

This  complex,  intricate  apparatus  is  found 
to  be  deficient  in  fo  many  circumftances,  that 
I  do  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  that  it  fhould 
never  be  tried  ;  and  here  follow  lome  of  my 
reafons. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  that  a  ftrait  canula,  and  of  that 
fize,  will  never  pafs  any  thing  near  home  to 
a  ftridure  that  is  an  objed:  for  cauftlck, 

Second,  that  it  is  difficult  to  break  or  cut 
a  piece  of  cauftick  into  fo  exact  a  fize  and 
lhape,  as  to  be  received  by  the  port  crayon, 
and  not  to  overftrain  it. 

.  Third,  that  the  ring  has  karce  any  hold, 
and  is  apt  to  flip  back,  by  which  the  cauftick 
may  efcape. 

Fourth,  that  if  the  flexible  canula  be  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  ftrait,  when  it  has  pafled  the 
curvature  of  the  urethra,  it  would  be  running 
an  unwarrantable  rifk  to  introduce  the  caufr 
tick  through  it,  fixed  as  it  is  in  the  prefent 
inftance  ;  and  I  pledge  myfelf  upon  the  afler- 
tion,  that  it  would  fometimes  be  broken  off, 
and  fometimes  loofened.  For  although  the 
cauftick  may  be  palTed  through  the  flexible 
canula  fafely  upon  making  the  experiment  out 
of  the  urethra,  where  it  has  all  the  freedom  pf 
flexibility  ;  yet  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
canula,  after  it  is  pafTed  into  the  urethra,  and 
conformed  to  the  curvature  of  it,  is  no  longer 
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flexible,  but  fixed,  and  of  coiirfe  the  canftick 
muft  rub  againft  the  Tides  of  the  canula  in 
paffing  to  the  obftrudion. 

Fifth,  on  account  of  the  large  fize  of  both 
canuls,  when  compared  with  the  contra<fi:ion 
of  the  urethra,  and  fo  far  alfo  up  the  urethra, 
the  cauftick  muft  be  paffed  far  beyond  its 
guard,  in  order  to  reach  the  obftru£tion.  The 
mifchief  it  may  commit  on  unnecefTary  parts, 
cannot  be  prevented ;  and  as  it  is  at  lo  great  a 
diftance  from  our  fingers,  and  will  bear  fo  lit- 
tle preflure  confident  with  fafety,  I  found  it 
very  difficult  to  determine  what  degree  of 
force  was  nece/Tary  to  be  applied  to  it,  fo  that 
that  force  may  be  both  fafc  and  effectual. 

And  Sixth,  to  fum  up  all,  and  my  compa- 
rifon  in  this  inftance  fhali  not  be  faid  to  be 
hyperbolick  ;  this  piece  of  machinery  is  found 
to  be  fo  laboured,  fo  ticklifh,  and  fo  dange- 
rous in  all  its  component  parts,  that  I  look 
upon  it,  if,  upon  trial,  it  fucceeds  in  every 
neceffary  repetition  fo  as  to  perfe^:  a  cure  and 
do  no  mifchief,  that  the  miracle  would  be  as 
great  as  a  man  walking  with  fafety  to  and 
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from  a  tight  rope  faftened  at  both  ends  to  the 
tops  of  St.  Paul's  and  the  Monument. 

I  have  thus  coolly  examhied  the  ufe  and 
abufe  of  the  Profeffor's  new  apparatus,  that 
:fiames  fo  much  in  print,  and  that  ftands  fore- 
moft  amongft  the  firfl:  exertions  of  his  genius  ; 
the  fubjeft  of  gonorrhoea  and  fympathy  onlj 
excepted.  Not  that  I  myfelf  thought,  that 
his  apparatus  merited  fo  moderate  and  fo  mi- 
nute a  confideration,  but  becaufe  I  was  con- 
vinced, that  if  the  inftruclions  he  had  given 
were  not  profitably  right,  they  mu ft  in  the  end 
he  miichievoufly  wrong. 

For  although  it  may  be  admitted  that  fuch 
an  apparatus  was  fafe  in  his  hands  to  over- 
come a  ftrldture  in  the  ftrait  part  of  the  ure- 
thra ;  for  I  can  hardly  even  in  his  hands  ad- 
mit that  it  would  be  fafe  to  liik  it  further. 
.For  although,  in  cafe  of  an  untoward  acci- 
cident,  the  cauftick  fhould  he  difengaged  hr 
up  in  the  urethra,  the  ProfefTor  may  liave  the 
addrefs  to  clear  himfelf  of  fuch  an  embarraf- 
ling  fituation,  and  fuch  an  afcendency  over 
the  temper  of  his  patient,  as  to  be  pardoned 
Q  and 
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and  acquitted;  yet  what  would  become  of  tlie 
inferior  order  of  the  profeffion,  of  thofe  who 
hold  but  inferior  offices  in  the  temple  of  fame  ! 
Would  not  the  honeft  reputation  they  had 
gained  by  unwearied  affiduity,  their  acquire- 
ments from  uncommon  conftancy  and  ftubboni 
perfeverence  be  crufhed  in  a  moment,  and 
tumble  upon  them  altogether  ?  Let  us  be  bold 
and  daring,  but  let  our  enterprifes  be  Hife  ; 
let  us  not  be  furprifed  into  dangerous  dilemmas 
for  want  of  prudence  in  guarding  againft 
them.  Let  us  not  be  too  implicitly  confident 
in  the  new  opinion  of  any  man,  let  his  repu- 
tation be  ever  fo  high,  for  very  .often,  like  a 
falfe  glare,  it  hinders  us  from  difcovering  the 
infignificance  of  the  power  that  it  fliades. 

The  Profeflbr's  judgment  in  the  inftance  of 
this  work  before  us  proves  to  be  deficient  in 
the  extreme  ;  and  we  have  a  right  to  conclude, 
that,  on  other  fubje6ts  upon  which  he  has 
not'written,  the  fiime  defedion  will  be  found. 
Hume  remarks,  that  where  feveral  known 
circumftances  are  obferved  to  be  fimilar,  the 
unknown  alfo  will  be  found  to  be  fimilar. 
Thus  if  we  fee  the  limbs  of  a  human  body, 
•we  are  fure  there  belongs  to  it  a  head,  if  it  be 
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hid  ;  or  if  a  fmall  part  of  the  fun  fliines 
through  a  chink  in  a  wall,  by  removing  that 
wall,  we  are  fure  to  fee  the  whole  of  that 
bodv". 

But  why  fhould  I  dwell  longer  upon  this 
fubje6t  it  may  be  aiked,  as  I  know  that  the 
ProfclTor  is  conftantly  now  altering  that  very 
apparatus  which  is  defcribed  in  his  book,  and 
exhibited  in  a  plate.  The  reafon  muft  be  ob- 
vious ;  becaufe  it  is  that  very  apparatus  de- 
fcribed, aiid  that  very  plate,  which  are  to  di- 
rect the  praditioner,  and  not  the  alterations 
of  them  that  he  carries  into  his  ov/n  private 
practice.  Both  ought  either  to  be  torn  out  of 
the  book,  or  left  like  rocks  in  charts,  to  warn 
us  how  to  avoid  them  ;  to  be  as  monuments 
of  human  infufficiency,  or  broad  hints  of  dif- 
appointed  arrogance. 

But  if  the  ProfefTor  had  modeflly  failed  in 
a  modeft  attempt  to  conduct  cauftick  with 
fafcty  and  efFi(!^,  fo  as  to  deftroy  fuch  ftric- 
tures  as  could  not  otherwife  be  deftroyed,  and 
fuch  fl:ri(flures  as  we  have  fure  and  certain 
hopes  that  the  cauftick  will  dcftroy,  when 
gnce  we  have  found  out  a  fure  but  jQife  me- 
thod 
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thod  to  apply  it,  I  fliould  not  have  been  dif- 
pofed  to  have  blamed  him.  Such  an  attempt 
would  have  been  laudable,  and  mifcarriage 
would  have  been  misfortune. 

Some,  it  may  be,  will  fay,  why  do.  you 
not,  as  you  have  endeavoured  to  deftroy  this 
method,  propofe  one  of  your  own  ?  or,  ia 
more  general  terms^  as  you  have  found  fault 
with  the  theory  of  the  Profeflbr,  why  have  you 
not  given  us  a  better  ? 

Let  fuch  remember  that  I  am  not  pledged 
to  any  fuch  undertaking  ;  that  I  ftand  upon 
the  firm  ground  of  modern  pra6lice  ;  that  I 
am  maintaining  that  ground  only  ;  that  I  am 
maintaining  the  fyftem  that  has  the  folid  opi- 
nions of  the  whole  of  the  profeffion  for  its 
baiis  ;  and  that  I  am  guarding  it  againft  the 
romances  of  new  theory,  and  the  fanaticifm 
of  new  opinions  ;  that  I  am  reiifting  a  pofitive 
individual  who  afTumes  the  power  of  ftanding 
alone,  one  who  never  acknowledges  the  obli- 
gations he  owes  to  others,  and  one  who  de- 
nies excellence  in  all  but  himfelf.  This  is 
next  what  I  fhall  undertake  to  prove,  and  if 
I  do  not  prove  it,  let  the  cenfure  recoil  upon 
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me^  ahcl  I  will  make  the  atonement  as  pub-< 
lickly  as  I  now  exhibit  the  charge*. 

The  Profeffor''s  book  muft  be  before  my 
teaders  while  this  caufe  is  at  iffue,  and  fo  far  , 
is  he  obliged  to  me  in  recommending  it ;  for 
every  part  is  involved  in  vhe  guilt.  But  as  it 
is  incumbent  upon  me  to  fpecifj  fome  parti- 
cular charges,  I  will  begin  by  enquiring  how 
he  defcribes  himfelf  to  have  come  at  the  idea 
of  applying  the  cauftic!:.  And  here,  as  it 
will  be  found  by  my  readers,  it  is  curious  to 
y/atch  how  flow  the  mind  of  man  advances 
fey  progreffive  fteps,  from  the  firft  fimple  idea 

*  The  Fa<ft  is,  if  cauftick  mnft  be  ufed,  I  hsve  cer- 
tainly adopted  a  method  more  fafe  and  effectual  than  that 
\ye  have  already  confidered.  And  my  reafon  for  infert- 
jng  this  note  here  is,  to  prevent  mifchief  from  the  ufe  of 
tlie  other  apparatus.  I  lliall  not  dw^ell  upon  its  merit, 
its  fmiplicity  is  not  the  leaft  of  the  perfedlion.  I  have? 
Embodied  fome  cauftick  into  the  point  of  a  fmall  com- 
mon bougie,  which  may  be  conducted  to  the  fl:ri(5lure 
through  a  canula.  It  may  remain  about  four  minutesy 
and  may  be  repeated  occafionally.  Mr.  Sharp  obferves, 
that  efeharoticks,  mixed  in  plafter,  lofe  their  corrofive 
property  ;  but  by  conftant  trial,  day  by  day,  I  think  I 
have  prevented  this,  as  I  keep  the  bougie  in  glafs  well 
flopped.    Thofe  fo  difpofed  are  welcome  to  fee  or  try  it. 
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to  the  perfe£llng  of  any  particular  grand  ob-* 
jed*  !   It  happened  in  the  year  1752,  that 
the  Profeflbr  attending  a  chlmney-fweeper  for 
a  ftridture,  the  firft  patient  he  ever  had  with 
that  difeafe,    and  not  fucceeding   after  fix 
months  trial,  conceived  that   he  might  be 
able  to  deftroy  the  ftridture  by  efcharoticks. 
His  firft  attempt  was  with  red  precipitate -f* 
He  applied  to  the  end  of  a  bougie  fome  falve, 
and  then  dipped  it  into  red  precipitate.  This 
he  pafTed,  but  it  brought  on  a  confiderable 
inflammation  all  along  the  infide  of  the  paf- 
fage  *   which  he  attributed  to  the  precipitate 
being  rubbed  off  in  pafling  the  bougie.  It  was 
then  that  he  had  a  filver  canula  made,  and 
introduced   it   down  to  the    flridture,  and 
through  this  canula  paffed  the  bougie  with 
fed  precipitate  as  before^    But  finding,  how- 
ever, that  he  made  water  no  better,  and  not 
yet  being  able  to  pais  the  fmallefl  bougie 
through  the  flridiure,  he  fufpedted  that  the 
red  precipitate  had  not  fufficient  powers  to 
deflroy  it ;  he  therefore  took  a  fmall  piece  of 
lunar  cauftick,  and  faftcned  it  on  the  end 

*  Page  128. 

-|-  Vide  Sharp's  Critical.Enq^uiry,  publi/lied  1 750,  p.  173. 
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of  a  wire  with  fealing  wax,  and  introduced  it 
through  the  canula  to  the  ftrldure.  After 
doing  this  three  times  at  two  days  Interval,  the 
chimney-fweeper  came  to  the  Proftffor  and 
told  him  that  he  made  water  much  hetter ; 
and  in  applying  the  cauftick  a  fourth  time, 
the  canula  went  through  the  ftriiture.  A 
'  bougie  was  afterwards  paffed  for  fome  little 
time,  till  he  was  perfectly  well.  This  fuc- 
cefs  encouraged  the  ProfefTor  to  apply  his  mind 
to  the  invention  of  the  apparatus  we  have  al- 
ready defcribed  ;  but  when  the  mountain  pro- 
duced this  labour  muft  remain  a  doubt  ;  as 
far  as  conjecture  can  go^  it  mufc  be  pre- 
lunied  to  be  not  long  before  the  publica- 
tion of  the  great  work,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  flexible  canula  is  but  juft 
tiniOied. 

The  Profeffor  being  aware  that  neither  the? 
application  of  the  precipitate,  or  cauftick 
through  a  canula,  was  a  new  opinion,  and 
being  from  his-  very  commencement  in  life 
determined  upon  the  character  he  meant  to 
maintain,  that  of  bcins:  a  novelift  and  au 
allcrter  of  new  opinions,  would  not  be  leen 
to  have,  read  a  book  firft,  or  to  afk  the  boon 
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of  information  from  any  man.  This  is  what 
he  wifl-ies  to  infinuate ;  this  is  what  he  would 
have  his  readers  to  underfland. 

For  although  the  dune  methods  had  hceii 
not  only  pra<£l:ifed  long  before,  and  had  beeri 
noticed  in  a  publication,  not  fuch  as  is  for- 
gotten with  the  year  that  it  is  printed,  but  in 
a  publication  familiar  to  every  furgeon,  and 
in  a  publication  that  was  the  ftandard  of  far- 
gery  at  the  time  it  came  out,  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  for  Wifeman  was  fer- 
geant  furgeon  to  Charles,  yet  the  Profeflbr 
would  feign  be  feen  no  more  to  draw  informa- 
tion from  the  works  of  the  dead,  than  he 
would  from  the'  living.    For  it  appears  from 
two  notes  that  he  has  annexed  to  the  hiflory 
of  the  rife  and  improvement  of  the  pra£lice  of 
the  cauftick  in  the  cafe  of  the  chimnev- 
fweeper,  that  he  is  fearful  of  being  fufpecled, 
that  the  precipitate,  the  cauftick,  and  even 
the  application  of  that  cauftick  thi'rugh  th& 
canula  were  not  new  opinions  of  his  own. 
Therefore  he  has  artfully  inferted  thefe  notes, 
which  have  anfwered  fully  his  purpofe,  he 
knowing  perfectly  well,  that  it  was  not  in 
human  power  pofitively  to  contradid  him. 

The- 
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The  firil;  note  refers  to  the  idea  of  the  ap^ 
plication  of  precipitate,  and  runs  thus: 
"  Lately  looking  over  fome  authors  on  this 
"  difeafe,  I  find  that  this  is  not  a  new  idea." 
And  the  fecond  thus  :  "  Wifeman  had  the 
*'  fame  idea,  but  probably  the  clumfy  way 
"  in  which  he  attempted  to  put  it  in  execu- 

tion,  might  be  the  reafon  why  he  feems 
*'  not  to  have  purfued  it.'* 

I  have  juft  obferved,  that  as  the  Profeflbr 
has  been  pleafed  to  tell  his  own  ftory  in  this 
manner,  that  he  conceived  both  ideas  himfelf 
originally,  put  them  into  praftice,  and  after- 
wards in  reading  for  his  amufement  found 
that  they  were  not  new,  it  is  impoffible  for 
any  one  to  contradid:  him.  But  thus  far  I 
may  be  allowed  to  remark  :  It  is  very  fnigu- 
lar  that  a  furgeon,  at  a  lofs  for  fix  months 
how  to  proceed,  and  as  long  ago  as  the  year 
1752,  when  he  was  young  in  his  profefhon, 
of  a  plodding  turn  of  muid,  ambitious  for 
making  the  mofl  of  himfelf,  greedy  for  fuc- 
cefs,  and  jealous  of  eminence  in  others,  fliould 
remain  fo  long  at  a  fland  flill  in  a  cafe,  with- 
out referring  back  to  learn  what  authours  had 
faid  upon  it.    But  all  this  is  not  half  fo 
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ftrange  as  that  the  fame  furgeon  fhould  have 
read  one  authour  fiiice,  and  in  that  very  au- 
thour  fhould  have  found  all  the  exa6t  ideas 
that  he  had  adopted.  This  is  a  phenomenon 
worthy  to  be  recorded,  and  worthy  to  be  told 
for  the  filling  up  a  long  winter  night.  And 
I  do  not  doubt,  but,  if  it  falls  in  the  way  of 
the  editor,  that  it  will  command  a  place  in 
the  next  colledion  of  remarkable  occurrences. 
Even  a  man  whofe  genius  qualifies  him  for 
great  undertakings,  mufl  be  content  to  learn 
at  leaft  from  books  the  prefent  ftate  of  hu- 
man knowledge  ;  that  he  may  not  afcribe  to 
himfelf  the  invention  of  arts  generally  known, 
weary  his  attention  with  experiments  of 
which  the  event  has  been  long  regiflered,  and 
wafle,  in  attempts  which  have  already  fuc- 
ceeded  or  mifcarried,  that  time  which  might 
have  been  fpent  with  ufefulnefs  and  honour 
upon  new  undertakings  *. 

Thus  have  I  proved  that  the  Profelfor  has 
been  morally  wrong  both  ways.  Firll,  if  he 
did  form  the  idea  before  he  read  the  book  ; 
and  fecond, '  if  by  reading  the  book,  he  found 
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the  idea  that  fo  exadly  correfpoiided  to  hi^ 
wiflies,  and  afterwards  appropriated  to  him- 
felf  the  exclu.five  credit  of  it.  The  laft  of 
thefe  hiftorick  douhts  is'  certainly  the  moil: 
prohable  ;  but  the  truth  remains  only  in  the 
breaft  of  the.Profeffor,  and  he  alone  has  the 
power  to  clear  it  up.  But  there  is  one  privi- 
lege which  we  enjoy  ;  we  may  form  conclu- 
{ions,  and  thefe  make  a^rainft  him  on  both  fides 
,of  the  queftion. 

I  iliall  proceed  to  give  my  readers  the  pro- 
mifed  treat  from  Wifeman,  and  from  which  1 
fiave  furniflied  the  repaft  in  argument,  that  I 
have  hitherto  offered  for  their  confideration. 

*^  I  then  made  a  fearch  with  a  candle,  and 
having  marked  the  main  flop  (in  the  ure- 

thra)  I  proceeded  m  the  ufe  of  French 
"  candles,  which  were  made  taper  fafliion, 
"  and  paiTcd  one  over  the  great  caruncle, 
*''  bound  it  on,  and  left  it  lying  upon  it,  and 

directed  the  patient  to  take  it  out  upon  ct- 
■  "  cafion  of  urining,  and  afterwards  to  pafs  it 
"  again.  By  the  ufe  of  that,  there  was  room 
"  made  for  the  application  of  my  own  can- 
"  dies,  which  1  armed  with  the  compofitic.m 

of 
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**  of  mercur.  precipitat.  &c.  and  thereby  did 
"  wear  off  the  caruncle.    Afterwards  1  met 
with  others,   which  I  alfo  extirpated  the 
**  fame  way*/' 

*'  But  if  after  the  ufe  of  emollients  yon 
*'  cannot  pafs  the  caruncle,  you  may  con- 
"  elude  it  callous.  In  which  cafe  you  may 
*'  pafs  a  canula  into  the  urethra  to  that  ca- 
"  riincle,  and  whilft  you  hold  that  there 
"  fleady,  you  may  canvey  a  grain  of  cauftick 
"  into  the  canula,  and  prefs  the  cauftick  to  it ; 

and  whilft  you  hold  it  there,  you  will  per- 
*'  ceive  its  operation  by  the  preffing  forward 
*'  of  the  canula  -f.'* 

The  Profcflbr  fets  out  with  complaining  of 
the  ignorance  of  the  llate  of  fuTgeons  in  cu- 
ring of  ftriclures,  thirty- fix  years  ago. 
"  When  I  compare  the  practice  of  the  pre- 
"  fent  day  with  what  it  was  in  the  year  1 750, 
"  it  hardly  appears  to  be  the  fame  difeale  we 
*'  are  treating  And  now,  alas  !  the  year 
1786  is  to  be  graced  with  a  manner  not  prer 

*  Wifeman.    Folio,  4th  edition,  page  534. 

Ditto        ditto         ditto       page  532. 
1  Page  116. 
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ferable  to  what  was  pra6i:ifed  in  the  feventeenth 
century  !  This  artful  plea  of  the  ignorance  of 
the  pradice  before  the  year  1 750  was  to  throw 
us  ofFour  gqard,  in  order  that  we  may  not  look 
back  and  find  old  ideas  in  old  books,  before 
that  time,  vamped  j^nd  paffed  as  new  ideas,  in 
a  new  book  in  the  year  1786. 

I  will  again  repeat  the  Profeflor's  vague  and 
ill-timed  note  on  Wifeman,  for  the  purpofe 
of  remarking  further  upon  it :  and  although 
I  defpife  the  monkiih  proverb  of,  De  mortuis 
nil  nifi  bonum,  yet  more  than  humanity 
teaches  me  to  juftify,  de  mortui.s  nil  niji  jujium. 

*'  Wifeman  had  the  fame  iden,  but  proba- 
bly  the  clumfy  way  in  which  he  attempted 
"  to  put  it  ill*  execution,  rnight.be  the  reafon 
*'  why  he  feems  not  to  have  purfued  it.''  If 
the  way  of  Wifeman  was  clumfy,  that  of  the 
Profefibr  is  more  fo.  The  fergeant  was  pro- 
vided with  a  canula,  and  weighed  a  grain  of 
cau flick  to  be  pafTed  through  it  to  the  ftric- 
ture  ;  the  ProfefTor  provides  hlmfelf  with  a 
canula,  and  pafTes  through  it  an  undeter- 
mined quantity  of  cauflick  to  the  ftrl6lurc. 
The  ferjeant's  determined  grain  of  cauflick 

exaded 
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exa^ed  a  proportionate  dell:ru6lion  of  the  obr 
ftruaion,  the  lergeant's  aiialyfis  was  confiftent 
'  with  fafety  j  the  Profeflor  exads  deftruaioii 
out  of  all  proportion,  and  has  formed  no  ana- 
lyfis  out  of  any  fyflem.  As  to  the  "  pro- 
bably "  and  the  "  feems/'  thefc  are  only  the 
hackneyed  words  the  Profeflor  has  all  along 
made  ufe  of  to  damn  the  theory  of  others, 
and  with  as  much  preteiice  here  alio,  for  it 
does  not  appear,  I  declare  to  my  readers,  that 
Wifeman  ever  gave  up  the  cauftick,  or  difco- 
vered  the  leaft  inclination  to  do  it.  But  as 
they  can  have  recourle  to  the  book,  1  wi(h 
they  would  rely  upon  their  own  infpedioii 
for  determining  this  point. 

I  have  now  clofed  my  evidence  upon  this 
pharge  I  exhibited  againft  the  Profeflor.  If  he 
was  the  real  parent  of  the  idea,  he  was  ignorant- 
ly  induftrious,  for  the  idea  had  already  been  re- 
giftered  ;  but  if,  as  I  fufpedl,  for  fucha  concur- 
rence is  but  jufl:  within  the  fcope  of  human  pro- 
bability, he  was  guilty,  I  Ihould  wifh  to  dole 
my  obfervation  upon  it,  in  fuch  words,  as  his 
bcft  friend  would  upon  the  fame  occafion  exprefs 
his  diflatisfad:ion  ;  Jiot  in  fuch  harih  terms  as 
Mr.  Wedderburne  applied  to  Dr.  FrankUn  i:i 

the 
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the  memorable  philippick  at  the  Cockpit  ; 
but  Ibmethmg  after  the  manner  of  Hamlet 
to  Polonius  ; — "  I  took  thee  for  thy  betters.'* 

I  fhall  proceed  now  to  further  obfcrvations 
upon  the  fubje6t  of  cauftick,  and  as  it  is  in 
my  opinion  both  ferious  and  important,  we 
have  a  right  to  all  tl^  information  before  us 
which  we  can  get,  not  with  a  view  to  a  fa- 
fhionable  pradice,  but  to  what  ought  to  be 
prefered  as  a  folid  advantage.  Whilft  the 
ProfelTor  appears  as  the  determined  advocate 
and  ftrong  panegyrill  for  the  application  of 
cauftick,  '  w  e  can  find  in  his  work  nothing 
bat  fuccefs  upon  fuccefs,  here  we  behold  a 
clear  Iky  without  a  fnigle  cloud.  Whilft 
other  writers  reprobate  the  ufe  of  cau flick, 
condemn  thofe  who  bring  it  into  their  prac- 
tice, and  conlign  it  to  banifhment  for  its  mif- 
chievous  elfedls ;  there  we  fee  nothing  but 
tempeftuous  ftorms,  and  inevitable  wrecks. 
When  fuch  combatants  enter  the  lift,  the 
game  is  w^orthy  the  attention  of  the  fpe(£lator. 
It  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  Profeflbr 
has  not  dropped  a  hngle  hint  of  the  opinions 
of  the  authouis  1  fhall  produce  in  oppofitiou 
tcr  his  f^ivourite  adoption. 

I  have 
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I 

I  have  feeii  feveral  cafes  where  it  was 
^'  thought  iieceflary  to  follow  this  practice, 
"  audit  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  after  a  few 
'*  touches  with  the  cauftic,  the  bougie  could 
*'  be  pafled,  which  was  all  that  we  wanted." 

"  Mofl  ftriclures  I  ever  examined  after 
death  appeared  to  be  in  the  power  of  fucli 
"  treatment ;  however  I  have  feen  one  or  two 
*'  cafes  where  the  contraction  was  of  fome 
**  length,  and  irregular,  which  would  have 
puzzled  me,  if  I  had  atttempted  the  cure 
"  by  cauftic."' 

But  immediately  after,  the  Profe/Tor,  In  thc- 
adual  practice  of  the  application  of  cauflick, 
pronounces  fo  vehemently  upon  the  lliccefsof 
it,  as  to  fet  afidc  his  theoretick  puzzle,  over- 
turn all  doubts  in  his  way,  eftablifh  in  the' 
mod:  compleat  manner  the  advantages  of  caul- 
rlck,  by  attributing  to  it  even  unexpected  ac- 
complifhments. 

"  I  have  tried  this  praaice  in  ftriaures 
"  where  there  were  alfo  fiftuiic  in  tbe  urethrn,. 
"  and  wbere  the  water  came  through  dilK-- 
"  rent  paffages.    Such  cafes  I  (liould  fulpecl 

"  were 
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were  not  the  moft  favourable,  yet  I  fuc- 
"  ceeded  in  the  greater  part  of  them ;  that 
"  is,  I  got  through  the  ftrl6ture,  and  could 
pafs  a  bougie  freely ;  I  have  feen  fevcral 
cafes  of  fillulas  of  thefe  parts,  where  the 
"  natural  pafTage  was  obliterated  by  the  ftric- 
*'  ture,  in  which  I  have  fucceeded  with  the 
*'  cauftic,  and  the  fiftulous  orifices  have  rea- 
*'  dily  healed  up." 

Thefe  are  the  warm  commendations  of  the 
Profeffor,  and  this  is  the  abftrad  and  brief 
chronicle  of  the  report  of  an  individual,  that 
is  to  fet  afide  the  final  refolves  of  the  moft 
eminent  furgeons  in  Paris  and  London,  that 
were  agreed  to  unanimoiifly  forty  years  ago  ; 
and  fo  tenacious  have  the  mofl:  eminent  fur- 
geons fince  been  of  fuch  a  deliberate  refohi- 
tion,  that  they  have  implicitly  complied  with 
it.  A  refolution  fixed  in  confequence  of  accu- 
mulated evils  from  the  ufe  of-  cauftick.  This 
ftate  of  the  cafe  is  neceiliiry  to  be  known  ;  all 
the  evidence  fhall  be  laid  before  my  readers, 
that  they  may  judge  with  impartiality,  whe- 
ther this  method  of  cure  by  cauftick,  revived 
by  the  Profeflbr  in  fo  commendatory  a  man- 
ner, fhould  be  adopted,  whether  his  appara- 
tus 
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tus  for  introducing  it  be  the  fafefl  yet  known, 
©r  whether  the  opinioiis  of  thofe,  who  from 
experience  and  full  convidlion  of  its  abufe, 
ftood  forward  to  banifh  it  out  of  practice, 
fhould  ftill  be  maintained. 

In  the  quotations  that  I  lafl:  gave  from  the 
Profe/Tor's  work,  in  praife  of  cauftick,  I  pre- 
fume  that  he  had  an  eye  to  an  affertion  of  his 
own  in  another  place  in  this  work. 

*'  Such  extravagant  recommendations  of 
particular  remedies  are  not  at  all  times 
"  without  their  ufe**" 

TThat  it  fhail  not  be  faid,  that  I,  in  itiy 
turn,  make  it  neceffary  for  a  man  to  commit 
difhonour,  even  for  obtaining  an  honourable 
end,  I  will  not  £\y  any  thing  more  of  myfelf ; 
J- will  not  fay  which  method  ought  to  be 
adopted  ;  I  will  but  obferve  in  behalf  of  the 
eminent  authours,  whofe  opinions  I  fhall  fi- 
lently  lay  at  the  feet  of  my  readers,  that  they 
pretended  to  no  extravagant  recommenda* 
tioiis,  or  vice  verfa  ;  that  they  were  compe- 


*  Page  1 16. 
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tent  judges  of  the  nature  of  fuch  evidence  aa 
would  convince  rational  men  fairly,  and  be- 
yond which  they  would  not  prefume. 

"  This  bougie  being  armed  with  a  ftrong 
"  cauftick,  had  made  a  confiderable  efchar  in 
"  the  fphindter  of  the  bladder,  and  much 
"  inflamed  the  canal  of  the  urethra." 

A  prieil:  of  St.  Genevieve  des  Ardents 
"  came  to  the  hofpital  at  the  fame  time, 
"  cruelly  tormented  by  the  efFed  of  fuch  an- 
'*  other  bougie  ;  but  the  accidents  were  fo 
"  fudden  and  violent,  that  there  was  no  time 

for  relief,  the  poor  eccleiiaflick  dying  in 

twenty-four  hours. 

"  Thefe  difmal^  accounts  fufficiently  ex- 
"  plode  the  danger  of  ufing  too  powerful  ca- 
"  thereticks.     I  dare  even  advance  in  this 
place  the  treatment  by  cauftick  ought  to  be 
.   "  banifhed  the  praclice  of  furgery*." 

'*  The  medicines  made  ufe  of  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions  fhould  by  no;  means  be  irritating; 

*  Savlaid's  Obfervations,  publiflied  ten  years  beforr 
^tlie  Profeflbr's  critical  sera,  1750.    Page  ^67,  168. 
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«  and  for  this  reafon  I  fhoiiid  abfoliitely  rejevEt 
the  ufe  of  any  canftick  introduced  into  the 
urethra  on  pretence  of  deftroying  the  car- 

*«  nofities,  fince,  as  I  have  learned  from  expe- 
rience,  they  ferve  only  to  eat  into  the  ca- 

"  nal*." 

"  But  it  is  not  worth  while  to  quote  more 
"  authours  (upon  the  infinite  number  of  con- 

trivances  and  forms  of  applying  cathere- 
"  ticks)  fmce  this  mode  of  practice  has  been 

long  in  difufe  for  many  reafons. 

"  Firfl:,  becaufe  it  is  calculated  folely  for 
*'  caruncles  and  warts  which  befet  the  ure- 

thra,  but  by  no  means  for  other  obftacles 
*'  that  may  ftraiten  that  du£t,  by  which  the 

ftrangury,  which  fucceeds  a  gonorrhcea,  is 
*'  moll:  commonly  produced,  as  is  now  coii- 
"  fefled  by  every  one." 

Second,  becaufe  it  is  never  fafe  ;  for  ca- 
thereticks,  which  have  force  enough  to  con- 
*'  fume  caruncles,  will  at  the  fame  time  in^ 

Le  Dran's  Operations  in  Surgery,  4th  edit.  p.  275. 
He  wrote  alfo  before  the  critical  aera,  1750. 
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flame,  corrode,  and  ulcerate  the  found  part^ 

of  the  urethra.  I  know  that  former  phyfi- 
"  cians  have  endeavoured  to  obviate  this  in- 

convenience  by  an  apparatus  of  various 
"  kinds  of  inftruments  and  remedies,  but  I 

knovv^  at  the  fame  time,  that  all  their  cau- 
"  tions  have  been  for  the  moft  part  fruit- 
"  lefs  *  " 

"  However  at  all  times  there  have  been  en^ 
"  terprifing  men,  who  have  endeavoured  by 
"  efcharotick  applications  at  the  extremity  of 

.their  bougies,  to  make  way  through  thofe 
'*  obftacles  which  refifl:  the  bougie  or  the 
"  leaden  probe  ;   and  to  fay  the  truth,  this 

practice  has  been  avowed  by  the  ablefl  fur- 
"  geons  of  the  two  laft  centuries,  but  at  pre- 

fent  it  is  univerfally  condemned,  and  indeed 
"  has  been  fo  almoft  ever  lince  Saviard's 
"  time.    The  objedions  to  the  ufe  of  cauf- 

ticks  were  the  difficulty,   and  ahnofl:  im- 

poffibility  of  directing  them,  fo  as  to  eat 
"  through  all  the  difeafed  parts  of  the  ure- 

thra,  without  deftroying  the  found  part  ; 

the  imprafticabily  of  preventing  the  urethra 

*  Aflruc,    Edit.  1756.    Page  32^. 
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<^  from  contra6ling  when  it  healed,  as  much, 
"  if  not  more,  than  it  was  at  the  time  of  ap- 
"  plying  the  efcharotick  :  And  laftly,  the 
<'  pain  was  fo  excruciating,  and  perhaps  the 
"  application  fometimes  fo  poifonous,  that 

an  immediate  mortification  of  the  fcrotum, 
^'  penis,  and  bladder,  were  fometimes  known 

to  enfue.  Upon  thefe  accounts  the  ufe  of 
^'  efcharoticks  feems  to  have  been  entirely  re- 
«'  jeded*  " 

Having  performed  my  promife  to  my  rea- 
ders, in  order  that  they  fhould  not  be  hood- 
winked into  this  opinion,  either  by  receiving 
it  as  a  new  one  from  the  ProfefTor,  or,  without 
knowing  the  difadvantages  fet  forth,  by  be- 
lieving that  the  cauftick  was  addquate  to  all 
things,  and  dangerous  in  none  ;  I  (hall  keep 
my  refolution,  and,  without  any  further  com- 
ment, leave  the  queftion  thus  fairly  before 
them. 

But  be  it  remembered,  that  I  cannot  carry 
my  authorities  that  I  am  fo  lately  obliged  to, 
into  a  court  of  appeal  upon  the  fubje(Sl  of  the 

Sharp's  Critical  Enquiry,  1750.    Page  151. 

ProfelTor's 
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ProfefTor's  apparatus  for  conveying  cauftick  ; 
that  oppofition  muft  reft  with  me  only ; 
and  I  rely  upon  the  judgment  of  my  readers, 
from  what  1  have  ah'eady  faid,  with  perfedt 
confidence.  If  the  application  of  cauftick 
muft  needs  be  revived,  let  it  be  fandioned 
with  the  approbation  of  the  Profeffion.  Pliny 
very  handfomely  fays,  that  when  we  attempt  pe- 
rilous enterprifes,  we  {hould  implore  the  cha- 
rity of  the  world.  But  I  am  afraid,  as  we  have 
already  been  forewarned  of  the  dangerous 
effeds  of  cauftick  from  fuch  high  authorities, 
that  if  we  failed  now  of  fuccefs,  in  the  re- 
vival of  the  attempt,  or  if  fatal  confequences 
now  followed  the  ufe  of  it,  we  ftiould  not 
Come  within  the  pale  of  that  gracious  plea  of 
the  Roman. 

Page  131.        Chap.  III. 

"  Of  Strictures  in  Women."" 

The  Profeftbr  here  goes  over  the  fame 
ground,  and  follows  up  the  fame  opinions  that 
he  afferted  in  his  chapter  on  ftridures  ia 

the  urethra  of  men.'* 
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How  far  a  ftii6lure  in  the  urethra  of  this 
fex  is  really  a  confequence  of  the  venereal 
'*  inflammation  I  am  not  certain,  but  ftiould 
fuppofe  it  was  not  ;  and  for  ftronger  rea- 
"  fons  ftill  than  thole  given  in  fpeaking  of 
the  caufe  of  ftridtures  in  men."    "  I  hav« 
"  obferved  before,  that  in  moft  women  who 
have  the  venereal  difeafe  in  the  form  of  a 
gonorrhoea,  it  feldom  attacks  the  urethra.'* 
This  laft  quotation  from  the  Profeffor  is  an- 
fwered   by  himfelf  in  another  immediately 
following.    "  Stri6:ures  are  not  near  fo  com- 
"  mon  in  women  as  in  men,  and  this  is  ow~ 
*'  ing  to  the  great  difference  there  is  in  the 
"  length  of  the  two  canals.'* 

I  have  "already  faid  as  much  upon  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  firft  quotation  as  I  ought,  and 
much  more  than  the  abfurdity  of  the  Profef- 
for's  opinion  merited  from  me.  And  although 
I  defpair  of  preventing  him  from  returning  to 
his  former  fophiftry,  yet  I  am  always  proud  to 
applaud  him  when  I  can  ;   and  fo  do  I  now 
greet  him  with  my  warmcft  commendations, 
for  having  the  modefty  to  keep  out  of  com- 
pany his  comparative  monflers  of  bats,  feals, 
and  otters,  when  we  are  treating  on  the  de- 

liciitc 
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licate  parts  of  woman  ;  it  would  have  beeA 
too  affrighting  1 

The  condition  the  Profeffor  feels  himfelf  in  i 
the  bar  that  he  has  himfelf  put  againft  his  at- 
tributing thefe  effeds  to  gonorrhcEa,  muft  ne- 
eeffariiy  prefs  him  onward^  he  muft  perfevere  ; 
men  do  not  always  plunge  direcbly  deep  into 
errour,  and  it  is  not  till  they  find  how  much 
they  are  entangled,  that  they  feel  the  difficul- 
ty of  extricating  themfelves.  Then  why 
Ihould  I  take  a  pleafure  by  infulting  him  in 
his  prefent  dilemma  ?  Wrong  impreffions  on 
^eak  and  prejudiced  minds  end  in  irremediable 
bigotry. 

Page  133.        Cliap.  IV. 

*  '  Of  StriMure  attended  with  SpafmodJc  Af 

feSiion,^ 

There  are  few  flridures  that  are  not 
"  more  or  lefs  attended  with  fpafms  ;  but 
«'  fome  much  more  than  others."  *'  In  all 
**  cafes  that  I  have  feen  of  this  kind,  when 

^  not 
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not  attended  with  fpafms,  the  difeafe  is  not 
formidable  ;  but  when  the  parts  are  in  a 
fpafmodic  ftate,  the  fymptoms  are  as  vio- 
lent  as  in  the  fimple  ftridure.'* 

I  confefs  that  I  am  quite  at  a  lofs  how  to 
find  out  the  Profeffor's  meaning  here.  Com- 
mon fenfe  heretofore  •  would  have  naturally 
concluded,  that  a  fimple  flridure,  unattended 
with  fpafms  or  any  Other  fymptom,  for  other-, 
wife  it  cannot  be  defined  to  be  a  fimple  ftric- 
ture,  would  prove  to  be  the  miidefi:  of  all  ftric- 
tures  ;  but  now  we  are  to  underftand,  for  the 
firfi:  time,  that  when  the  parts  are  in  a  fpaf- 
modic flate,  the  fymptoms  then  are  but  as  vi- 
olent as  in  the  fimple  flridure. 

Has  the  Profefifor  firft  of  all  defined  to  us 
.  what  he  me.ms  by  fpafms  ?  But  in  turning  to 
the  page  that  he  adorns  with  this  new  opi- 
nion a  little  further  on,  I  find  there  the 
fecret  comes  out,  and  there  I  fhall  wait  upon 
it.  Other  men  would  have  fet  out  with  tlia 
explanation  of  the  word,  before  they  had  af- 
figncd  to  it  fo  weighty  a  caufe ;  but  the  Pro- 
felTor  may  well  be  (hy  of  his  opinion  ;  and  I 
promife  him  it  fhall  not  be  overlooked,  Wc 

N  all 
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all  know  that  a  firicture,  accompanied  witJi 
much  irritation  proves  more  difficult  to  cure 
than  that  which  is  milder  ;  that  irritation  may 
be  greater  at  one  time  than  at  another,  and 
that  the  bougie  may  pafs  more  readily  to  day 
than  to-morrow. 

I  have  before  me  many  pages  fo  loaded 
with  rubbifli,  fo  many  ufelefs  fets  of  dif- 
tinctions,  fections  fo  narrative  and  inapplica- 
ble fland  in  my  way,  as  Hercules  liimfelf 
would  turn  from,  and  confider  in  the  compa- 
rifon  his  Augean  talk,  a  pleafure.  A  confufed 
treatment  of  confequences  from  obftru6lions 
that  can  only  be  cured,  by  removing  fuch 
obftru£lions,  and  that  can  only  be  palliated 
by  powers  in  every  body's  knowledge,  whilft 
the  obftrudiou's  remain  uncured.  It  will  foon 
be  feen  if  my  remark  be  jufl. 

Pag^  ^  35-         Chap.  V. 

^«  Of  fome  Circiimjlnnces  attending  the  life  of 
Bougies*  ^heir  figure  mid  cojnpofition.''* 

The  Profefibr  puts  a  queftion,  "  Whether 
*'  it  is  better  to  pafs  the  bougie  the  whole 

"  length 
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«  length  of  the  urethra,  fo  that  the  end  fhall 
"  be  in  the  bladder,  or  only  to  pafs  it  through 
"  the  fl:ri6ture  a  little  way,  fo  that  the  end 
fhall  remain  in  the  urethra." 

The  ProfelTor  has  before  remarked,  that 
fometimes  more  than  one  obfiruftion  are 
found  in  the  urethra,  and  if  he  means  to  cure 
one  at  a  time,  certainly  the  mode  to  which  he 
gives  the  preference  fliould  be  adopted.  Be- 
fides,  it  would  aftord  much  amufement  to  the 
patient  to  be  conflantly  pufliing  the  bougie 
forward,  and  he  would,  efpecially  if  he  were 
fond  of  the  ufe  of  bougies,  amufe  himfelf 
with  the  comforts  from  them  a  lono:er  time. 
No  one  could  doubt  but  that  the  ProfefTor 
would  give  the  preference  to  the  paffing  the 
bougie  only  a  little  way  beyond  the  flri^lure, 
for  this  obvious  reafon,  becaufe  every  other 
furgeon  praftifes  otherwife.  The  danger  ari- 
ling  from  the  bougie  being  the  caufe  of  gene- 
rating calcalous  matter  is  more  in  idea,  than 
in  reality  ;  but  if  it  were,  it  would  carry  it 
away  with  it,  when  it  was  drawn  out  ;  the 
length  of  time  it  remains  in,  placed  the  idea  in 
a  frivolous  and  ridiculous  light.  From  the 
form  of  the  bougie,  the  further  it  is  pafled, 

N  2  the 
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the  more  the  ftiidure  will  be  dilated  ;  and 
from  its  form,  if  it  be  pafled  but  a  little  way 
beyond  the  ftridure,  it  will  continually  be 
flipping  out. 

Now  I  fhall  treat  my  readers  with  a  moll 
curious  remark  of  the  ProfefTor,  and  1  would 
have  recorded  it  as  a  neat  obfervation,  if  it 
had  not  fome  relative  connexion  with  his  new 
opinions.  "  When  treating  of  the  ftridlure, 
"  I  obferved  that  it  was  often  the  caufe  of  a 
"  fwelling  in  one  or  both  tefticles  ;  and  further, 
"  that  the  paffing  of  the  bougie  often  removed 
"  that  complaint.  I  may  now  obferve,  that 
"  a  very  common  confequence  of  the  paffing 
"  of  a  bougie  is  a  fwelling  of  the  tcfticle  ; 
"  this  alfo  arifes  from  fympathy,  and  is  the 
"  common  effedt  of  all  irritations  of  the  ure- 

thra."  Here  ftridure  produces  fwelled  tef- 
ticle  ;  bougie  cures  it.  Bougie  produces  fwelled 
tefticle  ;  why  then  flridure  out  of  gratitude 
fhould  cure  it.  They  arife  from  fympathy, 
but  are  the  effedts  of  irritation.  "  Which  be 
*'  the  malefadlors  ?  Marry,  that  am  I  and  my 
"  partner 

^  Much  Ado  about  Nothing. 

Page 
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Page  137. 
I .  Of  a  new  Pajfage  formed  by  Bougies. 

When  this  clrcumftance  attendmg  the  ufe 
of  bougies  opened  to  my  view,  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  what  I  thought  the  Profeffor  meant  by 
"  a  new  paflage  "  ;  that  the  bougie  had  made 
its  own  way  into  the  bladder.  But  I  now  find 
that  this  "  new  paflage  "  is  where  the  bougie 
is  forced  from  the  natural  paflTage  of  the  ure- 
thra, either  on  the  outflde  or  on  the  inflde 
only,  through  the  fubftance  of  the  urethra  i^- 
felf. 

The  Profeflbr  remarks  in  Very  few  words, 
all   that   need    be   faid  upon  the   fa bjeift. 

When  a  new  palTage  is  made,  I  know  of 
*'  no  other  method  of  cure  but  to  open  the 

part  externally,  and  the  opening  muft  be 
"  made  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  which  is 
"  moft  convenient  for  coming  at  the  ftridure, 

regard  being  had  to  the  other  external  parts, 
"  fuch  as  the  fcrotum,  &c," 


The 
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The Profeffor  proceeds  to  hifl:ru£l  us  how.to 
perform  the  operation,  and  furniflies  us  with 
a  cafe  of  a  foldier  in  the  guards,  upon  whom 
it  was  performed  with  fuccefs.  As  the  pro- 
cefs  was  tedious,  and  the  inftruments  out  of 
fort,  and  as  I  find  fome  difficulty  in  compre- 
hending the  long-winded  narratives  of  the 
Profellbr,  not  being  ufed  to  his  manner  of  tel- 
ling his  own  hiftories,  not  being  as  yet  per- 
fect mafter  of  his  idioms,  my  intemperance 
hot  being  tame  enough  to  wait  upon  his  pro- 
lixity, I  fhall  refer  my  readers  to  the  whole 
in  a  lump  a^  they  find  it ;  and  I  fhall  congra- 
tulate them  if  they  prove  more  fortunate  than 
I  am.  Yet  I  muft  obferve  to  my  readers,  that 
he  appears  to  me  to  cut  thofe  knots  he  can- 
not untie  ;  and,  in  this  inftance,  I  follow  his 
example. 

But  I  fhall  not  fo  readily  put  up  with  re- 
flections he  has  palTed  on  the  adtion  of  the 
fcougie  here,  and  which  I  think  require  a 
very  ample  explanation.  In  his  firfl  paragraph 
he  fays,  "  the  worft  confequence  arifing  from 
*'  the  improper  ufe  of  the  bougie,    and  the 

mofl  dangerous  is,  where  it  makes  a  new 
'*  pafTage.    1  mentioned  before  that  this  ge- 

"  ne rally 
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nerally  arofe  from  the  attempt  to  produco 
ulceration  by  the  application  of  the  end  of 

"  the  bougie  to  the  ftridure,  in  cafes  where 
a  bougie  could  not  pafs  ;  for  in  thofe  cafet 

*'  where  a  bougie  pafles,  there  can  be  no  dan- 

*'  ger  of  fuch  an  effed:." 

My  readers  will  firft  of  all  be  pleafed  toob-^ 
ferve,  that,  when  the  bougie,  in  the  phrafe  of 
the  Profeflbr,  does  make  a  new  paflage,  he 
fays,  it  is  owing  to  the  improper  ufe  of  the 
bougies.  I  fay  that  mifchief  may  be  commit- 
ted by  the  improper  ufe  of  any,  and  of  every 
thing.  But  thefe  are  the  main  queftions  I 
want  to  put  to  the  Profeflbr.  How  often  is  the 
bougie  thus  improperly  ufed  ?  How  many 
more  cafes  has  he  feen  befldes  that  of  the  fol- 
dier  ?  How  great  was  the  injury  that  was  com- 
mitted in  that  cafe  ? 

Now  fuppofe  we  fubftitute,  for  I  fee  his 
drift,  the  application  of  cauftick  to  open  fuch 
obftru£tions  as  we  attempt  by  bougie,  and 
then  let  us  afk  fuch  as  apply  it  according  to 
the  inftrudions  that  the  Profeflbr  has  given, 
what  would  be  the  mifchief  committed  by  a,i> 
improper  ufe  of  caufl:ick  ?  If  caufl:ick  were 
3  generally 
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generally  fubftituted  for  bougie,  would  acci- 
dents from  improper  ufe  of  it  obtain  fb 
rare  ?  What  would  be  the  event  of  it,  fhould 
it  ad  on  either  fide  of  the  obftruftion  ?  What 
if  the  piece  of  cauftick  be  left  behind  ?  What 
if  the  inflammation  fhould  go  further  than  we 
can  controul  ?  Are  not  thefe  evils  more  likely 
to  happen  from  cauftick,  and  are  they  not  fuch 
as  will  overbalance  all  that  can  arife  from  im- 
proper ufe  of  the  bougie  ?  This  only  required 
to  be  fairly  ftated,  in  order  that  the  obvious 
truth  refulting  from  it  fhould  have  its  due 
weight.  And  this  is  an  a£t  of  juftice  due  to 
eftablifhed  practice. 


Page  143.      Chap.  VI. 

Of  Difeafes  in  confequence  of  a  Permanent 
Stricture  in  the  Urethra.'* 

This  chapter  gives  us  a  bill  of  fare,  out  of 
which  we  are  furnifhed  with  a  fixth  part  of 
the  Profeflor's  work  to  feaft  upon,  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  difeafes  arifing  out  of  obftrudtions, 
which  can  only  be  palliated,  without  remov- 
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ing  the  obftrudlions.  What  an  ambition  fuch 
an  authour  miift  liave  for  a  large  book  !  He 
ought  to  pray  for  length  of  days,  that  he 
may  make  up  his  account  for  the  lofs  of  his 
time,  and  be  again  reconciled  to  himfelf  and 
his  readers. 

"  Strictures  in  the  urethra  produce  almoft 
**  conftantly  difeafes  in  the    parts  beyond 
"  them  ;  that  is,  in  the  part  of  the'  urethra 
"  between  the  ftridture  and  the  bladder.  They 
"  bring  on  in  moft  cafes  a  gleet,  and  often  a 
"  confidcrable  diftention  of  this  part  of  the 
"  canal;    alfo  inflammation  and  ulceration, 
"  and  in  confequence  of  them  difeafes  in  the 
"  furrounding  parts,  as  in  Cowper's  glands, 
"  the  proftrate,  and  the  furrounding  cellular 
*'  membrane,  forming  abfcelTes  there,  and  at 
"  lafl:  ulceration,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  a 
new  paffage  for  the  urine*    The  bladder  is 
"  aifo  often  affedted,  and  fometimes  the  ure- 
*'  ters,  with  the  pelvis  of  the  kidniss,  and  in 
fome  cafes  the  kidnics  themfelves.  All 
thcfe  are  the  effe(fls  of  every,  permanent  ob- 
"  flrudlion  to  the  urine  ;   fome  of  them  arc 
"  methods  which  nature  takes  to  relieve  tlie 
**  parts   from  the    immediate  complaints." 

O  Of 
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"Of  thefe  complaints  I  fhall  take  notice  m 
*'  their  ordqr." 


I.  "  Of  the  Enlargement  of  the  Urethra,^* 

The  urethra  beyond  the  ftridlure  is  en- 
"  larged ;  it  is  naturally  paffive  while  the 
"  bladder  is  ading,  by  which  means  it  be- 
*'  comes  diftended  in  proportion  to  the  force 
"  with  which  the  bladder  aits,  and  the  re- 

fiftance  of  the  ftriflure.  It  is  alfo  more  ir- 
"  ritable,  the  difliention  becoming  often  the 

immediate  caufe  of  fpafms  in  that  part ; 
*'  and  thefe  fpafms  are  moft  probably  excited 
"  with  a  view  to  countera6t  the  effort  pro- 
*'  duced  bv  the  adtion  of  the  bladder.'* 

The  urethra  beyond  the  ftri£lure  is  here 
obferved  to  be  enlarged,  to  be  paffive,  to  be 
capable  of  proportionate  diftention,  to  be  irri- 
table, and  to  be  fpafmodick.  The  fpafms  alfo 
are  fud  to  have  a  view  in  their  action,  a  men- 
tal, intelledual  defign. 
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The  plain  fimple  fadt  is,  that  in  the  ad  of 
urining,  the  acceleratores  urinas  prefs  forward 
the  urine  fafter  than  it  can  pafs  through  the 
obftrudted  part  in  the  urethra,  and  that,  that 
part  between  the  obftrudtion  and  bladder  is  di- 
lated in  confequence. 


Page  1 44. 

2.  *'  Of  the  Formation  of  a  new  Pajfage  for  the 

Urine.'* 

*'  The  mode  by  which  nature  endeavours 
to  procure  relief  (when  by  reafon  of  the 
"  ftriclure  the  water  cannot  pafs)  is  by  ulce- 
"  ration  on  the  infide  of  that  part  of  the  ure- 
**  thra,  which  is  enlarged  and  within  the 
*'  ftridure."  "  When  the  internal  mem- 
"  brane  and  fubftance  of  the  urethra  is  re- 
*'  moved  by  abforption,  the  water  readily  gets 
**  into  the  loofe  cellular  membrane  of  the 
*'  fcrotum  and  penis,  and  diffufes  itfelf  all 
*'  over  thefe  parts,  from  their  not  having 
*'  been  previoufly  united  by  the  adhefive  in- 
*'  flammation  :  And  as  the  urine  has  confide- 

O  2  "  rable 
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"  rable  irritating  powers,  when  applied  to  the 
"  common  cellular  membrane,  the  parts  in- 
flame  and  .fwell  conliderablj.  The  pre- 
fence  of  urine  prevents  the  adhefive  inflam- 
"  matidn  from  taking  place  ;  it  becomes  the 
*'  caufe  of  fuppu ration  wherever  it  is  diffufed, 
"  and  the  irritation  ('*  not  fympathy")  is  of- 
"  fo  great,  more  efpecially  in  cafes  where  the 
"  urine  has  been  allowed  to  become  very 
"  ftale,  that  it  produces  mortification  in  all 
the  cellular  membrane,  and  then  in  feveral 
"  places  of  the  Ikin  ;  all  of  which,  if  the  pa- 
"  tient  lives,  will  flough  away,  making  a 
*'  free  communication  between  the  urethra 
"  and  external  furface,  producing  fiftula?  in 
"  perinjEO."  . 

I  conhder  the  fubje£l  immediately  before  us 
as  an  exception  to  the  frivolous  obfervations 
of  other  feftions  ;  .  it  is  worthy  of  our  moft  fe- 
rious  concern,  but  not  fo  much  for  the  relief 
that  can  be  given  when  the  fymptom  of  dif- 
fufion  of  urine  becomes  general,  as  to  excite 
the  patient  to  have  done,  and  his  furgeon  to 
do  all  in  their  power  timely  to  remove  the 
obftruaion.  For  fear  that,  when  the  cafe 
be  arrived  at  fuch  a  ftate,  as  that  the  urine  is 

fuffufcd 


(    loi  ) 

fuffufed  through  all  the  furrounding  parts, 
when  the  penis  affumes  the  appearance  of  a 
moft  enormous  and  fhapelefs  tumour,  when 
every  contiguous  part  is  loaded  with  the  urine, 
and  when  the  violence  of  pain  is  equal  to  any 
that  can  be  endured,  the  deftrudion  of  the 
whole  of  thefe  parts  muil:  be  the  confequence, 
and  the  only  releafe  is  death.  Such  a  cafe 
I  once  faw  in  the  laft  fcene  of  it. 

The  ProfelTor  has  here  furniflied  us  with  a 
cafe  which  fucceeded  in  his  hands.  But  it 
fhould  be  remembered  that  he  attended  the 
patient  before  thefe  lymptoms  came  on,  that 
he  faw  the  growing  evil  before  it  had  arrived 
to  any  great  height.  For  he  fays,  that  when 
the  patient  had  juft  recovered,  the  penis  in 
eredlion  was  bent  to  the  fide  that  had  lufFered, 
but  in  time  the  parts  recovered  gradually  their 
natural  form.  So  that  it  muft  be  clear  that 
the  mifchief  could  not  have  been  great,  or  is 
it  to  be  expelled  that-  it  ought,  for  as  the  Pro- 
feffor  adlually  attended  the  patient  before  thefe 
fymptoms  had  come  on,  it  would,  where 
a  patient  was  favoured  with  fo  much  Ikill  to 
guard  againft  the  coming  evil,  as  well  as  to 
cure  it  when  it  was  come,  have  been  unfor- 
tunate 


(  ) 

tnnate  indeed;  and  it  would  have  proved 
more,  that  when  thefe  fymptoms  do  ever  even 
threaten,  the  art  of  the  profeffion  mufl:  yield 
to  their  havock. 

But  although  it  is  very  true  that,  when  the 
obftrudion  hinders  the  urine  from  parting,  it 
forces  its  way  qua  data  porta,  and  is  fome- 
times,  inftead  of  being  evacuated  by  a  fiftulous 
opening  externally,  lodged  in  the  furroundlng 
fubftances  of  the  urethra  ;  yet  I  fhall  not, 
after  acquiefcing  with  the  ProfefTor  upon  this 
fa6V,  which  I  readily  do,  becaufe  it  is  a  ferious 
one,  drop  the  long  quotation  that  I  have  laft 
copied  here.  There  is  ftill  fome  difference  as 
to  new  opinions  which  muH:  be  cleared  up,  and 
they  fliall  as  often  meet  with  my  reiiftance  as 
I  find  them  in  my  way  ;  and  this  was  ano- 
ther reafon  for  giving  fo  full  a  quotation. 

*'  When  the  internal  membrane  and  fub- 
ftance  of  the  urethra  is  removed  by  abforp- 
"  tion" — We  already  have  have  had  a  fmack 
of  this  jargon  in  page  i2j,  which  I  then 
treated  as  it  deferved ;  what  he  means  is,  that 
the  urine,  not  being  able  to  pafs  in  the  natural 
\vay,  on  account  of  an  obftrudtion  that  hin- 
ders 
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ders  It,  makes  its  way  by  conftaiit  a£lioii  or 
attrition,  through  the  fubftance  ot  the  urethra 
behind  the  obftrudion. 

*'  The  prefence  of  urine  prevents  the  adhe- 
"  five  inflammation  from  taking  place."  This 
new  opinion  of  "  adhefive  inflammation  "  firfl 
made  its  appearance  in  page  49,  in  treating 
on  the  chorde.  I  then  paid  my  refpe6ls  to  the 
flranger,  and  this  vifit  fhall  be  alfo  returned. 
If  this  adheflve  inflammation  takes  place  in 
a  chorde,  how  happens  it,  that  the  chorde 
goes  away  with  one  gonorrhoea,  and  returns 
with  another  ?  If  this  be  true  of  chorde,  it 
can  only  be  temporary  adhefive  inflammation  ; 
again  It  is  adheiive,  again,  and  a  little  while, 
and  it  is  not  adhefive.  Now  in  the  cafe  be- 
fore us,  the  prefence  ot  urine  prevents  this 
adhefive  inflammation ;  but  if  the  adhefive  in- 
flammation, and  that  is  very  unlucky,  had 
been  fo  good  as  to  have  lent  its  affiftance  be- 
forehand, it  would  have  prevented  fuppura- 
tion  from  the  urine  having  been  diffufed.  ,  I 
had  almofl-  forgotten  to  explain  to  my  readers 
my  only  idea  that  I  can  form  of  what  he 
■means  by  adhefive  inflammation.  When  parts 
inflame  that  do  not  fuppurate,  fuch  adhere 

together 
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together  after  inflammation  is  fubfided.  In 
other  words,  adhefion.  of  parts  after  inflam- 
.  mation. 

But  how  came  fympathy  to  be  left  out,  in 
all  thefe  violent  efFedls  from  irritation,  in  this 
general  mufter  of  new  opinions,  by  the  Pro- 
feffor  ?  We  fee  nothing  of  her.  We  fee  the 
cuckoo,  but  where  is  the  little  bird  which 
fhould  attend  it  ?  Sympathy  is  a  capricious 
goddefs  ;  hath  the  Profeffor  affronted  her,  be- 
caufe  he  hath  abufed  her  ?  Is  Ihe  no  lonp^er 
one  of  his  lares  ?  Why  was  fhe  abfent  upon 
this  occafion  ?  As  fhe  is  a  votarifl:  to  pleafure 
as  well  as  to  pain,  was  fhe  prefent  at  a  court- 
Ihip,  a  wedding,  or  a  chriftening  ?  Where 
was  Ihe  ?  We  fliould  all  be  forry  to  part  with 
fympathy  !  But  as  for  the  other  new  opi- 
nions ;  if  we  could  regulate  the  laws  furgi- 
cal,  by  an  imitation  of  thofe  military,  they 
ought  to,  and  would  be  drumm'd  out  of  the 
company. 


Page 
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Page  151* 

^.  "  Of  Ififlammation  in  the  .Parts  furroUnding 

the  Urethral 

The  ProfelTor  very  properly  rerharks,  that 
**  the  inflammation  afFeds  the  proftrate  gland^ 
"  the  m.embranous  part  of  the  urethra,  the 

bulb^  and  probably  Cowper's  glands,  with 
*'  other  parts  of  the  urethra  between  the  bulb 
"  and  the  glans."  And  that  when  fuppu- 
*'  ration  takes  place,  the  matter  points  exter- 
*'  nally  according  to  the  parts  that  fuppurate, 
"  and  the  fituation  of  the  ftridure."  "  But 
**  inflammation  in  the  fiirrounding  parts  of 
"  the  urethra  is  not  always  a  confequence  of 
*'  diftenfion  or  ftridure  ;  it  arifes  from  other 
"  irritations  in  this  canal,  fuch  as  violent  go- 
"  norrhoeas,  and  very  irritating  injedionSi" 

Now  I  take  all  this  kind  in  the  Profeflbr, 
and  if  this  paragraph  did  liot  militate  againft 
the  whole  of  his  former  language,  I  fliould 
almoft  pcrfuade  myfelf  to  become  his  panegy- 
rlfl:.    But  thefe  lucid  inftances  crowd  in  upon 

P  us, 
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US,  for  liere  1  find  another  as  candid  as  the  for- 
,  mer,  and  which  in  a  great  meafure  does  away 
all  the  quaint  notions  that  We  remarked  upon 
in  the  former  fedion,    "  Thefe  ulcerations 
"  and  fuppurations  are  to  be  conlidered  as  ef- 
"  fedts  of  nature  ;  or  to  fpeak  more  phyfio- 
logically,  as  a  natural  confequence  arifing 
from  fuch  irritation,  by  which  as  the  urine 
*'  cannot  pafs  by  the  oldpaffage,  a  new  one  is 
*'  made  to  prevent  further  mifchief.*'  This 
lafl:,  however  it  be  fet  down  with  fome  cori- 
fufion,  candour  muft  allow,  comes  near  to  the 
point. 

Page  153. 

4,  "  Of  the  treatment  of  the  Inf  animation  in 
the  fur  rounding  Part  5.*^ 

The  firll:  line  of  the  Profeflbr  runs  thus : 
The  inflammation  of  thefe  parts  is  to  be 
"  treated  like  other  inflammations.'* 


Page 
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Page  155. 

5.  "  Of  the  EffeBs  of  Inflammation  hi  the  fur- 
rounding  Parts  upo'i  the  Conflitution.^'' 

The  Profeffor  here,  notwithftaudhig  the 
fuccefsful  cafe  he  gave  us,  where  there  was  a 
difFufion  of  urine,  is  obliged  to  confefs  my 
predidions  to  be  true  ;  for  he  fays,  that  if  the 
patient  "  be  not  foon  relieved,  he  finks,  and 
"  mortification  comes  on  ;  that  we  fhould  not 
*'  wait  (he  beHeves)  for  the  floughing  of  the 

parts,  but  make  an  opening  early.'*  All 
this  is  furely  very  true,  and  he  who  flatters 
himfelf  that  fuccefs  will  attend  a  fpontaneous 
flough  of  the  mortified  parts,  refigns  his  judg- 
ment with  the  life  of  the  patient  to  the  ra- 
vages of  the  difeafe.  The  Profeffor  further 
fays,  "  that  there  accompany  thefe  fymptoms 
*'  a  fm-art  Sympathetic  fever  ;  that  the  bark 

gives  flrength,  and  lefTens  irritability  *  ; 
*'  and  that  opium  will  add  to  its  effedts." 

The  reader  will  remark  how  he  places  fympathy  an4 
irritability  here. 


Page 
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Page  156. 

6.  "  Of  Fi/iuU  in  Penn^o.'" 

The  Profeffor  fays,  that  "  I  apprehend  that 
"  the  bougie  may  brhig  011  an  inflammation 
*'  on  the  urethra  at  the  obflrufted  part^  and 
"  produce  adhefions  there."  Here  adhefions 
from  inflammation  on  the  urethra  comes  con- 
feffedly  forward,  and  the  new  opinion  hnks, 
and  is  loft  in  the  general  acceptation. 

Page  157. 

7.      Of  the  Operation  of  Fijlula  in  Perin<:eo'^ 

What  does  the  ProfelTor  mean  by  an  ope- 
ration for  fiftulae  in  periniEo  ?  Does  he  mean 
one  operation  fqr  all  ;  and  that  one  inflrudlion 
will  fuffice  for  every  fiftula  in  every  fitua- 
tion  ?  If  he  wrote  till  doomfday,  defcription 
would  not  avail  ;  the  various  adoptions  muft 
depend  upon  the  fituation  of  the  f^flulaj  and 
ingenuity  of  the  lurgeon. 

4  Whoever 
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Whoever  enjoys  the  hidependent  poweu  of 
refleaion,  muft  grievoufly  feel  the  infult  of- 
fered to  his  iinderftanding   by  the  tedious 
drawlings  of  the  Profeffor.    And  I  am  ex- 
tremely forry,  that  by  the  defertion  of  his 
friends,  or  the  v/ant  of  firmnefs  in  them,  this 
unwarrantable  prolixity  hath  not  been  pre- 
vented.   It  is  not  only  the  fubjed  before  us, 
but  the  whole  of  the  work  that  drags  fo  hea- 
vily.   Did  he  fearch  for  no  precedent,  as  a 
novice  in  literature  ?  Was  he  ignorant  of  the 
charader  of  his  countrymen  ?  Did  he  not 
know  that  they  wou|d  accept  of  no  other  in- 
formation but  that  which  would  bear  reflec- 
tion from  reafon  ?  Is  not  concifenefs  the  nerve 
of  fenfe  ?  And  had  he  not  for  his  example, 
from  among  many  others,  the  works  of  Sharp, 
Clieflielden,  and  Pott,  who  in  particular  have 
improved  the  fyftem  of  furgery,  and  exalted  it 
above  dependance  on  foreign  fuperiority  ?  But 
what  is  ftrange  to  telJ,  they  have  written  very 
full  on  almofl:  every  fubjed:*,  yet  the  whole 
of  their  works  put  together  do  not  much  ex- 
ceed in  quantity  this  book  of  the  Profc^lTor  I 

*  I  am  warranted  in  faying  that  there  is  not  a  fubjcdl 
but  what  they  have  written  upon. 


But 
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Bat  I  will  be  the  laft  to  yawn  ;  I  am  become 
his  voluntary  watchman  ;  what  faculty  I  have 
fhall  be  beflowed  as  his  commentator;  and 
where  profeffional  truth  calls  for  it,  I  will  yet 
encircle  his  fyflem,  let  his  lines  of  amplihca- 
tion  be  ever  fo  extenfive. 

The  whole  of  the  tedious  cafe  he  gave  us  in 
a  former  fediion,  and  all  the  fedions  of  many 
pages  palTed,  and  many  to  come,  might  have 
been  compreffed,  and  included  in  this  before 
us.  The  Profellbr  confeffes  that  the  mode  of 
opening,  and  the  circumftances  attending  the 
operation,  will  vary  according  to  the  fituation 
of  the  fiftul^. 

He  fays,  "  th^it  as  little  of'  the  found 
"  parts  as  podible  of  the  inner  furface  of  the 

urethra  may  be  opened,  and  that  the  dif- 
"  eafed  be  fully  expofed,  it  is  neceifary  to  be 
"  directed  to  the  innV*  orifice.  To  efFecl  this, 
*'  a  ftafF,  or  what  elfe  can  be  pafTed,  muft  be 
*'  introduced  into  the  uretlu'a  to  be  prefled 
"  forward  to  tlie  ftricfture,  and  a  probe  intro- 
*'  diiced  into  the  fiftulous  opening  to  meet  it 
"  as  near  as  it  can.  The  whole  of  the  fiflu- 
**  lous  canal  mull  be  laid  open,  and  the  cal- 

"  lous 


«  lous  parts  fully  dlffeaed."    "  It  will,"  he 
fays,  "  moft  probably  always  be  proper 
and  I  fay,  in  order  to  render  the  operation  ef-^ 
fedlual,  that  it  mufl  always  be  necelTary,  "  td 
*'  introduce  an  inftrument  into  the  bladder, 

and  keep  it  there  almofl  conftantly,  fo  as 
"  to  p refer ve  the  paflage  in  the  urethra  in  a 

regular  form,  while  the  openings  made  are 
*'  healing*." 

There  has  been  already  fo  much  faid  upon 
this  operation,  and  the  fyftem  for  performing 
it  is  yet  fo  depending  upon  the  ftridure  of  the 

;  fiflula?,  that  one  may  almoft  as  well  judge  of 
a  beautiful  woman,  by  a  lock  of  her  hair,  as 
to  form  in  the  mind  what  is  fitting  to  be  done 
by  the  defcription  of  one  fituation  for  all* 
Much  muft  depend  upon  the  firmnefs  and  in- 

i  genuity  of  the  furgeon,  and  many  of  the  re- 
solutions muft  wait  upon  the  condition  of  his 
patients.    Such  as  are  far  advanced  in  life, 

1  whofe  feelings  can  be  made  comfortable  by  pal- 

.  liative  means,  and  whofe  fyftematick  adop- 

*  My  readers  will  find  this  operation  already  in  prac- 
tice in  VVifeman,  Dionis,  Palfin,  LeDran,  Aftruc,  and 
Sharp. 
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tions  fecure  them  from  rapid  changes,  and 
imminent  predicaments^  were  better  to  be  con- 
tent under  the  evils  that  they  fufFer,  than  fly 
to  others  that  they  know  not  of. 

When  the  urethra  has  fuffered  fo  much 
"  that  abfceffes  have  been  formed  beyond  the 
"  fcrotum,  the  patient  fhould  ever  take  great 
"  care  to  avoid  a  frefh  gonorrhoea,  for  he  fel- 
"  dom  in  that  cafe  efcapes  a  return  of  the 
"  fame  complaints/* 

Without  the  lealT:  diftortion  of  truth,  with- 
out this  warning  to  the  patient  being  capable 
of  bearing  any  other  conftrudion,  than  an  im- 
plicit confidence  that  thefe  mifchiefs  had  ari- 
fen,  as  I  predicted,  from  former  gonorrhoea, 
what  can  the  ProfelTor  otherwife  attribute 
them  to  ?  What  other  caufe  prevails  to  bring 
down  upon  thefe  parts  fuch  conftant  effed:s  ? 
Effects  correlponding  not  only  to  the  hiftory 
of  gonorrhoea,  but  that  cannot  be  given  to  any 
other  general  caufe  whatever* 

Surely  fome  relenting  friend  of  the  Profei- 
for,  wounded  like  me  at  the  wafte  that  had 
been  committed  upon  time  and  truth,  flipped 

in 
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in  this  lafl  confeffion  into  the  prsfs  unknown 
to  himk 


Page  162.        Chap.  VII. 

0/* foffie  other  Affe5lions  of  the  Urethral 

The  ProfeiTor  fets  off  with  afferting,  that 
*'  the  only  proof  we  have  of  the  urethra  be- 
"  ing  mufcle,  is,  that  it  is  fubjed  to  difeafes 
**  peculiar  to  mufcle."  That  is  to  fay,  iu 
order  that  my  theory  might  be  my  own,  in- ' 
dependent  of  any  poffible  rival,  I  lhall  begin 
with  an  opinion  that  no  one  elfe  ever  dreamt 
of,  that  mufcular  adion  and  mufcular  difeafe 
can  exift  where  no  mufcle  can  be  found  ;  and 
that  I  will  have  it  to  be  fo,  and  will  draw  all 
my  conclufions  from  fuch  premifes,  in.  fpite 
of  the  impoffibility. 

"  In  a  found  ftate  of  parts  thefe  mufcles  are 
*'  never  excited  to  violent  a(5lions,  acSting  iim- 
*'  ply  as  fphindter  mufcles  ;  but  when  irri- 
*'  tated,  they  are  capable  of  acting  violently, 
**  as  is  befl  fcen  in  fome  cafes  upon  the  firft 

ufe 
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"  life  of  in je<Slions,  the  urethra  often  refufing 
"  them  entirely/'  Nothing  can  be,  and 
there  never  was  a  more  fallacious  argument 
than  this  to  prove  the  adtion  of  mufcle  in  the 
urethra.  The  firil  injections  are  generally 
throvv^n  up  when  the  urethra  is  inflamed,  (and 
fometimcs  inje(^ions  are  repelled  becaufe  the 
fyringe  is  not  held  in  a  dire6l  line  with  the 
"urethra)  the  pain  from  inflammation  being  ex- 
quifite,  the  mufcles  which  ad  in  the  expulfion 
of  the  contents  of  the  bladder  and  feminal 
veflfels  become  fo  irritated  from  pain  and  in- 
flammation in  the  uretlira,  as  to  be  engaged 
beyond  their  natural  aClion,  and  fo  much  do 
thefe  mufcJcs  by  their  powerful  conflridion, 
when  thus  irritated,  comprefs  the  urethra,  as 
to  prevent  partially  or  wholly  any  fluid  either 
from  pafiing  in  or  out  of  the  urethra.  And 
this  accounts  for  plainly,  why  a  bougie  or  a 
catheter  may  or  may  not  pafs  into  the  bladder, 
when  urine  cannot  be  evacuated  in  fuch  aftate 
of  irritation,  becaufe  their  preflure  againft 
thefe  mufcks  may  or  may  not  be  rnore  than 
the  counter  rellflance  by  the  mufcles.  I  beg 
jny  readers  would  particularly  conlider  of  the 
above,  for  he  is  here  fighting  for  a  new  opi- 
nion. 

But 
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"  But  there  are  often  fpafmodic  contrac- 
"  tons  of  thefe  -mufcular  fibres  in  different 
"  parts  of  the  canal,  fhutting  up  the  paflage, 

and  obftru6ling  the  courfe  of  urine,  often 

not  allowhig  a  drop  to  pafs  ;  that  this  is  al- 
"  fo  owing  to  fpafms  upon  the  mufcular  fi- 
*'  bres  is  evident,  becaufe  a  large  bougie  will 

fometimes  pafs  when  it  was  at  the  worft.'*' 
This  I  have  already  accounted  for  above,  and 
I  hope  fatisfaflorilj.  But  I  will  here  make 
one  more  remark.  If  thefe  fphiiidter  mufcles 
obtain  in  the  urethra,  why,  when  the  ure- 
thra is  irritated  from  another  caufe  than  a  per- 
manent oblfruclion,  is  not  the  bougie  or  ca- 
theter as  well  ftopped  from  paffing  in  one  part 
of  the  urethra  as  in  another  ?  Becaufe  the  real 
huidrance  to  the  pafTage  is  only  where  the 
acting  mufcles  upon  the  urethra  comprefs  it ; 
and  their  aiflion  is  confined  to  that  part  of  the 
urethra  neareft  to  the  bladder. 

"  Spafmodic  flriclures  often  bear  fo  flrong 
"  a  refemblance  to  the  cramp,  that  one  would 
"  be  apt  to  attribute  them  to  the  fame  caufe 
"  as  that  vs^hich  produces  crnmp.  In  fuch 
*'  cafes,  the  fpafm  alfb  goes  off  by  tickling 

0^2  the 
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"  the  part,  fimilar  to  the  removal  of  the 
**  cramp.'* 

This  quotation  I  have  purpofely  given,  in 
order  to  afcertain  to  my  readers  the  impor- 
tance of  the  fubjedl  the  Profeflbr  means  to  il- 
luflrate  in  this  chapter,  and  what,  he  wiflies 
to  infinuate,  fliould  be  confidered  as  fpafmo- 
di-c  afFedtions.  If  the  Profeflbr  had  afferted 
that  the  urethra,  without  any  previous  caufe, 
was  fometimes  attacked  with  a  fpafm  fimilar 
to  the  cramp  in  other  parts,  which  produced 
a  temporary  obftrudtion  of  the  urine,  and 
which,  as  he  afferts,  would  go  off  by  tickling, 
I  would  be  the  laft  to  deny  him  the  privilege 
of  this  innocent  gratification,  or  would  I  deny 
that  the  urethra  was  not  liable  to  it  ;  it  would 
be  a  common  harmlefs  attack  on  the  urethra 
in  common  with  other  parts  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  it  would  be  as  harmlefs  in  the  Pro- 
feflbr to  treat  upon  it,  and  an  amufement  he 
ought  to  be,  and  (liould  be  indulged  in.  But 
when  he  fat  out  with  afligning  frefh  caufes  for 
obftru6lions,  with  turning  away  fome  that 
had  been  eftablifhed  by  former  writers,  when 
he  undertook  to  tell  us  what  was  not  one 

caufe ; 
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canfe;  it  fiirely  ought,  and  it  would  have 
been  becoming  in  him  to  have  told  us  what 
was  another  true  and  ferious  caufe.  And  this 
another  true  and  ferious  caufe  turns  out  to  be 
a  fpafm  fimilar  to  cramp  in  other  parts,  that 
is  to  be  cured  by  tickling  !  Why  then  I  will 
leave  the  ProfelTor  to  amufe  himfelf  with  the 
remedy,  and  purfue  the  analogy  of  fpafm  or 
cramp  with  a  ferious  affedion  in  the  urethra. 

When  we  meet  in  our  pradice,  an  irritation 
in  the  urethra  that  denies  a  paffage  for  the 
'  urine,  and  upon  introducing  a  bougie  of  any 
fize,  we  find  at  fome  times  that  it  pafTes  very 
readily,  and  at  other  times  that  it  will  not 
pafs,   it  naturally  alarms  us  for  the  condition 
of  the  patient,  becaufe  we  know  that  there  is 
a  ferious  latent  caufe,  which  'we  are  at  a  lofs 
to  account  for;  the  only  part  of  the  cafe  that 
i  we  know  is,    that  there  is  irritation,  and 
I  that,  that  irritation  is  at  times  more  or  lefs 
i  violent.    It  often  happens  alfo,  that,  after 
^  going  into  the  ftridlefl  examination  of  the  con- 
H  dition  of  the  contiguous  parts,  we  cannot  fix 
I  the  caufe  of  this  irritation  upon  any  of  them, 
j  yet  notwithftanding  we  find  fuch  affeflions 
{  continue  for  years  on  the  patient,  and  we  find 
!  that 
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that,  almoft  every  day,  and  even  at  every 
time  he  fohcits  to  difcharge  his  uruie,  he  muft 
firft  pafs  a  bougie,  before  he  can  afFed  it. 
This  is  the  ferious  condition  that  is  worthy 
onr  inveftigation,  and  this  is  a  cafe  not  to  be 
cured  by  tickhng,  that  cannot  be  called  a 
cramp,  and  which  is  fomething  more  than  a 
fpafm,  or  there  is  no  truth  in  the  definition 
even  of  the  ProfefTor ;  for  the  word  is  not  fit- 
ting to  the  difeafe,  nor  the  difeafe  to  the  word. 
Sometimes  the  bougie  will  not  anfwer  the  end 
of  exciting  the  patient  to  urine,  and  then  the 
cafe  requires  the  fame  attention  as  a  dyfury 
from  another  caufe.  Such  a  complaint  often 
continues  years,  commonly  to  the  clofe  of  life. 
Spafm  is  an  inftantaneous  affedlion  of  parts, 
without  any  firfl:  known  caufe,  and  never 
continues  for  any  length  of  time. 

> 

Page  163. 

2.  "  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Spafmodic  Affedlion  of 

the  Urethral 

He  recommends  a  blifter  to  the  perinicum, 
and  gives  this  curious  rcafon  for  it;  "  that 

"  the 
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*'  the  parts  concerned  in  the  expulfion  of  the 
*'  urhie  fympathife  ilrongly  with  the  Ikin  of 
"  the  periniEum."  BHflers  on  thefe  parts 
can  only  do  good  where  the  cafe  is  acute,  hut 
hi  a  chronic  one  their  power  murt  ahvays 
prove  inefficacious.  Applying  them  fo  near  to 
parts  affe(fted  is  confonant  to  the  general  pur- 
pofe  of  blifters  ;  yet  the  effcO:  of  ftrangury 
produced  by  blifters  fhould  not  be  forgotten^ 
nor  has  the  ProfefTor  forgotten  it,  no  more 
than  he  had  the  bad  effedts  from  cauftick  ; 
truth  and  the  whole  truth  are  very  diflind:. 
His  other  remedies  are  dipping  the  penis  iii 
cold  water,  opiates  and  turpentines. 

Page  1 66. 

3.  "0/  the  Faralyfis  of  the  Urethrar 

This  he  fays  is  an  oppofite  condition  to  the 
foregoing,  but  I  believe  that  no  fuch  difeafe 
ever  exifted,  and  that  it  is  the  chimerical  re- 
.fult  of  his  own  proUfick  imagination.  De- 
bility of  the  bladder  and  mufcles  that  affifl:  to 
expel  the  urine,  is  the  paralyfis  here  meant. 
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4.  "  Cure  of  d  Parafyfis  of  the  Urethra,^* 

The  cure  would  be  the  fame  for  debifity  of 
the  bladder  and  mufcles.  His  remedies  are 
blifters  to  the  loin  and  perinasum,  tindure  of 
cantharides,  fpices  and  fteel,  bark,  cold  wa- 
ter, and  one  of  his  "  perhapfes."  If  elec- 
tricity (hould  fail,  I  will  furnifh  him  with 
another  "  perhaps  "  ;  he  is  fond  of  compara- 
tive fcience.  What  fays  he  to  the  idea  of  re- 
taining the  ablefl  whiftler  to  horfes  from 
Newmarket  ?  Horfes  hard  ridden  have  been 
thus  relieved.  I  wifh  the  Profeffor  ferioulTy 
to  weigh  the  importance  of  this  hint. 

Page  167. 

5.  "  Of  Caruncles^  or  Excrefcences  in  the 

Urethra.^* 

From  the  familiarity  with  which  authors 
*'  t^lk  of  them,  and  the  few  inftances  in 
"  which  they  really  occur,  one  would  be  apt 
*'  to  fufpedl  that  this  caufe  was  originally 

*'  founded 
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"  founded  in  opinion,  and  not  obfervation, 
**  and  afterwards  handed  down  as  matter  of 
"  facSl."  I  did  not  expecl  to  find  fo  unfair  an 
infinuation  from  the  Profeflbr.  I  do  not  think 
it  altogether  fo  decent  from  a  man  who  all 
aloiig  a/Terts  what  he  cannot  prove,  that  he 
fhould  attempt  to  deny  what  has  been  proved. 
Such  authours  have  afferted  that  caruncles  pre- 
vail ;  they  have  alfo  aiTerted  fin'ding  them  in 
the  urethra  by  examination  ;  their  exiflence 
have  beeiL  proved  by  the  eyes,  and  not  fur- 
mifed.  The  Profeffor  hlmfelf  confefles  after- 
wards to  have  feen  two  Inftances  of  caruncles. 
But  what  adds  to  the  aggravation  of  this  in- 
delicate Ikepticifm  in  the  Profeflbr  Is  a  confef- 
lion  of  his  own,  "  that  mod  probably  it  will 
not  be  poflible  in  the  living  body  to  diftin- 
guifli  caruncles  or  rifings  in  the  urethra, 
from  a  ftriclure."  Admitting  this  to  be  a 
fcidl,  1  may  then  draw  this  inference  :  that 
others,  to  know  that  caruncles  actually  exifted, 
muft  have  feen  them  after  death  ;  that  the 
Profeflbr  has  alfo  feen  them,  but  that  hei  has 
liifinuated  that  others  had  only  guefled  at 
them  ;  and  that  wc  do  not  know  how  of- 
1-cn  they  prevail,  becaufe  we  cannot  without 
'.xamination  after  deatli  diflinguifli  between 
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the  caufe  of  obftru£lion  produced  by  carun- 
cles, and  other  caufes  ;  wo  know  only  that 
thpy  do  prevail. 

6.  "  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Excrefcence,  or  Ca- 
runcle.''^ 

I 

This  cure  is  either  by  the  preffure  of  alarge 
bougie,  fo  as  to  ulcerate  the  carnofity,  or  by 
the  cauftick  ;  and  from  the  practice  of  the  cauf- 
tick  he  does  not  doubt  of  a  cure.  "  But," 
fays  he,  "  the  difficulty  lies  in  diftinguifliing 
"  the  difeafe  from  a  true  ftridure  ;  for  al- 
"  though  authors  talk  of  caruncles  as  com- 
mon,  and  give  us  the  method  of  treat- 
nient,  yet  they  have  not  told  us  how  we 
"  are  to  diftinguifli  them  from  ftridlures."  At 
any  irate  the  Profeflbr  mixes  with  the  herd  in 
this  ftate  of  ignorance.  He  has  fearched  into 
authours  in  vain  to  find  a  diftinclion,  but 
which,  if  he  had  found,  would  have  been 
probably  transplanted,  as  was  the  cafe  of  the 
cauftick,  into  this  work,  and  came  forth  from 
his  hands  glittering  with  all  the  polllh  of  ano- 
ther new  opinion  !  But  why  does  the  Profef- 
for  feem  fo  out  of  humour  at  not  being  able  to 

find 
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rind  a  diftindlioii  in  other  authours  ;  it  is  only 
unfortunate  !  But  it  would  have  been  yet  more 
fo,  if  that  cunning  and  rapacious  animal,  the 
fox,  had  not  found  a  credulous  crane  when 
he  fought  for  one  to  pluck  out  the  bone  which 
he  pretended  to  be  ftuck  faft  in  his  throat,  we 
then  fliould  have  been  deprived  of  the  moft 
beautiful  fable  in  all  ^fop  ! 

Page  169,      Chap.  VIII. 

"  Of  the /welled  Projlrate  Gland:" 

The  Profeffor  %s  with  truth  "  that  this 
"  difeafe  is  often  very  formidable,  of  more 

ferious  confequence  than  any  of  the  for- 
*'  mer  caufes  of  obftrudlion,  and  that  we 
"  have  fewer  methods  of  cure,  for  we  can- 
*'  not  deftroy  it  as  we  can  the  ftri^lure,  nor 
*'  can  nature  relieve  herfelf  by  forming  new 
"  paflages."  What  nature  can  or  cannot  do, 
it  is  beyond  my  prefumption.  But  fo  far  I 
will  grant,  and  cheerfully  too,  what  the  Pro- 
feflbr  has  faid.  When  he  comes  to  his  con- 
jedural  caufes  for  the  action  of  the  difeafed 
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proftrate  in  producing  tiie  obflrudion  to  the 
urine,  there  I  fear  we  fhall  find  him  in  his 
ufual  mood,  beginning  with  inexplicable  hy- 
porhefis,  and  ending  with  contradi6lory  af- 
lertion.   "  When  the  proftrate  gland  fwells,  it 

does  not  lefTen  the  furface  of  the  urethra  at 

the  part  fimilar  to  a  flri6lure  ;  on  the  con- 
**  trary,  it  rather  increafes  it."    "  From  tho 

fituation  of  the  gland  which  is  principally 
"  on  the  two  fides  of  the  canal,  and  but  lit- 
"  tie  if  at  all  on  the  fore  part,  as  alfo  very 
**  little  on  the  pofterior  fide  ;  when  it  fwells, 

it  can  only  be  laterally,  whereby  it  preffes 
*'  the  two  fides  of  the  canal  together,  and  at 
"  the  fame  time  ftretches  it  from  the  anterior 

edge  or  fide  to  the  pofi:erior,  fo  that  the 

canal,  infi:ead  of  being  round,  is  flattened 
*'  into  a  narrow  groove."  Befides,  theefFedt 
"  of  the  lateral  fwelllngs,  a  fmall  portion  of 

it  which  lies  behind  the  very  beginning  of 
"  the  urethra  fwells  forv/ard.  It  fornetimes 
"  encreafes  fo  much  as  to  form  a  tumour, 
"  projedling  into  the  bladder  fome  inches." 

"  The  effeds  of  thefe  fwelhngs  are  very 
cpnfiderable,  for  they  fqueeze  the  fides  of 
the  urethra  clofe  together,  and  the  proje61:- 

"  ing 
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"  ing  point  hinders  in  fome  degree  the  urine 
"  from  entering  the  paffage,  and  in  many  cafes 
Hops  it  entirely." 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  proofs  which  the 
Profeflbr  brings  to  make  good  his  hypothefis, 
that  the  furface  of  the  urethra  is  encreafed.  The 
rounded  furface  of  the  urethra  being  flattened 
into  a  narrow  groove,  the  projedlion  of  the 
procefs  of  the  proftrate  ghmd,  and  the  effects 
of  the  lateral  fwellings  of  the  canal,  we  all 
know  differ  from  the  obftruclions  that  we  have 
hitherto  defcribed ;  but  I  have  yet  fomething 
I  to  learn  before  I  am  convinced  that  one  and 
all  of  thefe  caufes  do  not  tend  to  narrow  the 
I  furface  of  the  urethra,  and  by  that  means  only 
I  to  obftrucl  the  urine.    Is  the  furface  of  the 
i  urethra  widened  when  it  is  flattened  into  a. 
I  narrow  groove  ?  Is  it  fo,  when  it  is  blocked  up 
by  the  procefs  of  the  profl:rate  gland  ?  Or  is  it 
fo,  when  it  is  almoft  clofed  up  by  the  lateral 
fwellings  in  it  ?  Let  the  glands  of  the  throat 
i  be  our  comparifon,  and  then  let  it  be  aflced, 
;  whether,  when  they  are  fwelled,  the  ad:  of 
fwallowing  is  not  impeded,  or  obftrufted. 
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This  chapter  has  produced  two  cafes  and 
two  plates,  embelUfhing  ornaments  that  I 
would  no  more  touch,  than  a  modern  artift 
fliould  a  painting  by  Raphael.  Cafes  I  look 
upon  to  be  facred  truths  that  help  our  reafon. 
By  them  the  medical  world  have  obtained 
more  real  knowledge  than  all  tiie  fineft  ima- 
ginations of  every  age,  if  their  applications 
had  been  concentrated  to  this  one  point,  could 
have  produced  without  them.  But  it  behoves 
us  to  fee  that  our  reafon  be  not  abufed,  and 
that  the  advantageous  current  which  flows  from 
cafes  be  not  turned  awry ;  and  it  is  with  this 
regard,  that  I  wifli  my  readers  to  reflect  that 
two  cafes  cannot  eflablifli  what  general  dif- 
eafes  the  proftrate  is  liable  to,  no  more  than 
they  can  the  general  a£lion  of  that  gland  when 
difeafed,  by  which  it  obflruds  the  palTage  of 
urine.  In  this  refpecl  it  will  be  found  that 
the  Profefllbr  did  not  efcape  me  in  my  firft 
publication. 


Page 
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Page  174, 
I.  "  Of  the  'Treatment  of  the  fwelled  Proflrate 

A  certain  cure,  I  am  afraid,  is  not  yet 
found."  "  Opiate  clyfters,  fea  bathing, 
hemlock,  mezereon  root."  A.feton  in  the 
direction  of  the  perinaeum  had  been  pafled  by 
Mr.  Earle,  which  took  off  the  irritabihty,  and 
reduced  the  fee  of  the  proftrate  to  its  natural 
ftate,  but  the  complaint  returned  again,  and 
the  fame  refources  werelnot  fo  efiedual  on  the 
fecond  attempt.  This  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
Profeffor's  remedies. 

Page  176.      Chap.  IX. 

Of  the  Difeafes  of  the  Bladder,  partktdarly 
from  the  hef ore-mentioned  Obfrudlions  to  the 
Urine  y 

I  fhall  not  fpin  out  my  obfervations  by  go- 
ing further  into  the  fantaftick  theory  of  the 
Profeflor  on  the  fphin^er  mufcles  in  the  ure- 
thra, and  of  the  acquifition  of  "  encreafed 

"  ftrenpth 
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ftrength  of  the  bladder,  when  It  become^ 
difeafed."  Such  wild  romances  cannot 
exift  an  hour,  will  never  be  found  but  in  the 
book  before  us^  and  at  any  rate  tliey  are  too 
glaringly  ridiculous  to  do  harm.  It  is  fufE- 
cient  for  me  to  have  given  in  my  protefl 
againft  thefc  new  opinions,  that  thefe  new 
difeafes  exift  not  in  the  urethra^  but  in  the 
bladder  and  the  contiguous  mufcles.  His  re- 
medies are  appropriated  for  either  condition,  fo 
that  all  the  miftake  lies  in  the  theory,  and  fo 
far  it  is  fortunate.  1  fliould  have  heartily  re- 
joiced, if  that,  when  thefe  half  perfe6ted 
dreams  came  over  the  ProfelTor  in  an  exa- 
cerbated degree,  he  had  got  rid  of  them  after 
the  fame  manner  that  Gil  Bias  did.  His  re- 
veries only  roufed  a  ftranger  in  the  next  cham- 
ber from  a  found  fleep  ;  that  was  the  trouble- 
fome  extent  of  them  ! 

Page  184.      Chap.  X. 

Of  a  Stipprejfwn  of  Urine,  and  Operations  for 
the  Cure  of  //.'* 

This  is  a  fubjed  that  require,*?  our  moft  fc- 
rious  attention,  both  with  regard  to  the  time 
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that  it  is  fitting  to  perform  the  operation,  and 
the  fitteft  manner  of  performing  it. 

"  In  cafes  of  total  fuppreffion  of  urine, 
"  arifing  from  ftridure,  or  any  other  caufe 
"  where  a  catheter  cannot  be  paffed,  and 
*'  where  every  other  method  recommended  is 
'  impradticable,  an  artificial  opening  muft  be 
'  made  into  the  bladder  for  the  evacuation  of 
'  water.    There  are  three  places  where  an 
'  opening  may  be  made^  and  each  has  had  its 
"  advocates.'* 

!  "  The  opening  may  be  firfi  made  in  the  pe-* 
rinaeum,  where  we  now  cut  for  the  flone  ; 
fecondly,  above  th^  pubis,  where  cutting 
for  the  ilone  was  formerly  praftifed  ;  and 
'  thirdly,  from  within  the  redtum,  where 
*  the  bladder  lies  in  contact  with  the  gut." 

I  fhall  juft  remark,  that  although  vye  im- 
erfland  what  was  meant  in  the  laft  quotation, 
et  whoever  refted  on  the  conftru6tion  of  his 
vords  only,  would  prefume  that  the  fame 
bjed  was  to  undergo  all  three  operations, 
ut  all  this  is  venial,  the  error  cannot  be 
mended.    Moft  of  the  chapter  before  me  is 

made 
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made  up  of  the  various  modes  of  treatment 
from  other  authours,  and  the  little  from  the 
Profeffor  does  not  alter  their  opinions,  or  im- 
prove our  underftanding.    As  all  the  efTential 
points  are  borrowed,  and  fome  of  them  not 
acknowledged,  it  behoves  me  to  refer  my  rea- 
ders to  the  very  pamphlet  from  which  the 
Frofeffor  drew  all  his  information  upon  this 
fubjedl,  from  which  even  the  ProfelTor,  after 
all  the  elaborate  torture  of  the  imagination 
that  he  has  exerted  in  his  theory,  as  if  fome- 
thing  big  with  welfare  for  mankind  were  to 
have  fprung  from  it,  has  condefcended  to 
raife  recruits  for  the  prefent  fervice,  but  has 
not  wilfully  mentioned  names  by  halves  with 
the  whole  of  the  theory,  when  that  very  pam- 
phlet has  mentioned  all  the  names  with  the 
whole  of  the  theory*.    The  candour  of  the 
authour,  and  the  general  utility  of  this  pam- 
phlet, deferve  commendation. 

The  opening  above  the  pubis,  and  a  confi- 
deration  on  the  opening  in  perinaeo,.  have  been 
accurately  and  minutely  treated  on  by  Mr. 

^-  The  pamphlet  I  allude  to  was  written  by  Mr.  Reitl> 
furgeon  at  Chellea,  and  publifhed  in  the  year  1778. 

5harp, 
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Sharp,  in  his  Critical  Encjuiry,  and  the  pre- 
ference given  to  the  former. 


"  This  laH:  way  of  drawing  off  the  urine 
"  is  by  a  pund:ure  above  the  os  pubis,  in  that 
"  part  of  the  bladder  where  the  high  opera- 
tion  is  performed.    This  method  has  been 
occafionally  followed  by  fome  eminent  fur- 
geons  for  many  years,  and  is  ftill  approved 
"of;  but  it  is  not  recommended,  as  having 
^'  thofe  fuperior  advantages  which  in  my  opi- 
nion  belong  to  it.    It  is  an  operation  of  no 
"  difficulty  to  the  furgeon,  and  of  little  pain 
to  the  patient,   the  violence  done  to  the 
"  bladder  being  at  a  diftance  from  the  parts 
**  affedted,  &c.  &c.*" 

Juft  about  the  time  that  Mr.  Sharp's  book 
went  to  prefs,  I  believe  in  the  very  year, 
iMonfieur  Flurant,  of  the  Hopital  de  la  Cha- 
rite  at  Lyons,  pradlifed  firft  the  opening  into 
the  bladder  by  making  a  pundure  through  the 
rectum.  An  account  of  this  cafe  was  given  to 
ithe  publick,  together  with  another  cafe  in  the 

Critical  Encjuiry,  pages  122,  123, 
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year  1752,  and  another  in  the  year  1757, 
a  memoir  by  Monfieur  Pouteau,  in  the  year 
1760,  in  his  Melanges  de  Chlrurgie.  The 
firft  was  fuccefsful,  the  fecond  failed,  and  the 
third  was  fuccefsful.  In  the  year  1774,  Dr. 
Hamilton,  of  Lynn  Regis,  ient  a  Narrative 
to  the  Royal  Society  of  ^  fuccefsful  cafe,  per- 
formed by  him,  by  a  pundture  into  the  blad- 
der through  the  redlum. 

Having  juft  given  this  brief  ftate  of  fadts  to 
my  readers,  and  pointed  out  to  them  where 
they  may  refer  for  a  more  general  information, 
it  remains  with  me  now  only  to  conlider  two 
things.    The  firft  is,  why  did  not  the  Pro- 
fe{for  do  the  fame  adt  of  juftice  to  Mr.  Sharp, 
that  was  done  by  Mr.  Reid,  and  that  is  now 
done  by  me  ?   Why  did  he  not  name  Mr. 
Sharp  as  the  authour  who  favoured  the  ope- 
ration above  the  pubis,  as  well  as  he  has 
named  Meffieurs  Flurant  and  Pouteau,  and 
Dr.  Hamilton,  who  reported  favourably  of  the 
operation  through  the  re(5lum  ?  If  he  means  to 
ejtcufe  himfelf  by  faying  that  he  knew  not  ot 
Mr.  Sharp's  favourable  report,  or  that  fur- 
geons  knew  of  this  opening  into  the  bladder 
before  it  was  defcril^ed  by  Mr.  Sharp,  neither 

can 
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,Gan  avail  him  as  an  excufe,  becaufe  his  name 
was  mentioned  with  the  other  three  by 'Mr. 
Reid,  and  the  Profeflbr  confeffes  to  have  bor- 
rowed from  his  pamphlet.  The  ftrong  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  Sharp  recommends  this  ope- 
ration above  the  pubis,  and  his  forcible  argu- 
ments fo  convince  our  reafon,  as  that  they 
cannot  ever  fail  of  having  their  due  weight  in 
furgery.  But  hitherto  we  have  not  been  able 
to  affign  a  reafon  why  the  Profeflbr  was  filent 
upon  the  name  of  Sharp.  Dr.  Hamilton  was 
not  the  firfl:  who  broached  the  idea  of  a  punc- 
ture through  the  reftum,  the  world  had  been 
in  pofleffion  of  it  fourteen  years  ;  yet  the  Pro- 
feflbr did  not  forget  the  name  of  Hamilton, 
but  omitted  the  name  of  Sharp  !  "The  truth  is, 
he  had  not  forgiven  the  fubjed:  alluded  to  in 
my  firfl:  publication,  thereby  hangs  the  tale. 

I  am  afraid  of  gun-powder  Percy,  tho'  he 

be  dead." 

The  fecond  is  an  obfervation  which  I  offer 
to  my  readers  with  great  diflfidence.  Suppo- 
fing  that  we  were  reduced  to  the  necefllty  of 
making  an  opening  into  the  bladder  from  the 
cafe  of  the  urine  being  dlffafcd,  or  beguining 
to  (liffufe,  into  the  corpora  cavernofa  penis  and 

the 
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the  cellular  contiguous  parts,  and  knowing 
the  threatening  fatality  of  fuch  fymptoms, 
would  it  not  be  preferable  in  that  cafe  to  at- 
tempt an  opening  into  the  bladder  through 
the  perinaeum  ?  If  the  opening  was  made  above 
the  pubis,  or  through  the  rectum,  into  the 
bladder,  neither  way  would  prevent  fome  of 
the  urine  continuing  the  diffufion  when  once  ' 
it  had  found  that  way  into  the  cellular  conti- 
guous parts,  Whilft  the  life  of  the  patient 
was  attempted  to  be  faved  at  one  point,  it 
would  be  loft  at  the  other.  But  it  appears  to 
me  that  an  opening  into  the  bladder  in  this 
inftance  through  the  perinaeum,  would  put  an 
end  to  the  diffulion  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
drew  off  the  water. 


Page  192. 

2.  "  Of  the  encreafed  Strength  of  the  Bladder'' 

This  is  the  firft  time  that  we  were  ever  told 
that  difeafe  produced  additional  ftrength  on 
any  particular  part.  This  is  indeed  a  new  opi- 
nion !  Such  fmgular  affertions  make  our  ob- 
fervations  upon  them  almoft  inevitable,  al- 
though 
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though  we  know  that  it  would  be  more  dis- 
creet to  pafs  them  over  in  contemptuous  fi- 
lence,  yet  it  is  found  difficult  to  adopt  that 
plan. 

Frequent  irritations  thicken  the  whole  fub- 
ftance  of  the  bladder,  and  lefTen  its  capacity. 
The  internal  furface  of  it  becomes  rigid  and 
fafciculated.  This  is  known  to  be  produced 
from  long  pain  endured  from  a  ftone  in  the 
bladder.  About  ten  years  ago  I  extrafted  a 
large  ftone  from  the  bladder,  after  death,  of 
a  very  old  gentleman,  a  famous  mathemati- 
cian, who  had  been  a  fufferer  for  many  years. 
-  The  cavity  of  the  bladder  was  fo  diminiflied 
by  the  thickening  of  its  coat,  as  to  embrace 
the  ftone  clofely  on  every  fide.  Will  there  be 
another  man  found,  befides  the  Profeffor,  to 
declare  in  fuch  a  ftate  that  the  ftrength  of  the 
bladder  is  encrcafed  ?  or  are  the  limbs  of  men 
who  bear  about  the  elephantiafis  flronger  than 
thofe  without  that  difeafe  ?  If  they  be,  why 
then  in  the  beginning  of  another  war,  let  us 
recruit  our  army  from  out  of  the  hofpitals  ! 


Page 
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Page  197,      Chap.  XL  . 

Of  the  Difcharge  of  the  natural  Mucus  of  the 
Glands  of  the  Urethral 

It  would  feem  that  the  conteft  between 
"  the  mind  and  the  body  increafes  this  fecre- 
*'  tion,  for  it  cannot  be  conlidered  as  a  dif- 
*'  eafe  of  the  parts."  What  a  pity  it  is  that 
they  cannot  agree,  efpecially  as  they  are 
obhged  to  Hve  together  \  for  if  a  divorce  fhould 
take  place,  then  probably  both  may  become 
Clothing  I 

I.  ■**  Of  the  Df charge  of  the  Secretions  of  the 
Prof  rate  Glands  and  Vefcidae  Seminalesr 

The  ProfefTor  has  defcribed  this  difeafe  with 
becoming  accuracy.  I  have  feen  many  in- 
fiances  of  it.  The  difcharge  when  1  have  feen 
it  always  accompanied  a  difeafe  of  the  prof- 
trate.  It  comes  on  at  the  latter  time  of  life, 
it  exhaufts  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  he  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  appears  tabid,  and  wafting  away,  his 
eyes  are  weak  and  dim.    It  is  increafed  by 
free  living  and  a  coftive  habit,  it  follows  the 
urine.    The  Profeflbr  fays,  "  it  has  hardly 
"  any  fmell."    I  have  found  it  to  fmell,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  patient  has  been  obliged  to 
keep  out  of  company.    It  appears  to  me  to  be 
I  a  glandular  difcharge  fomewhat  ilmilar  to  that 
■which  old  men  difcharge  by  the  mouth  from 
[habitual  defluxions.    It  may  be  palliated  by 
temperate  living,  moderate  exercife,  and  keep- 
ing the  body  open.    The  ProfefTor  advifes  a 
foothing  plan,  to  preveiit  all  violent  adlions, 
and  to  keep  the  body  open. 

The  reader  perhaps  will  not  a  little  wonder 
that  we  fee  no  longer  any  thing  of  pus  for 
nucus,  either  here  or  in  the  former  feclion. 
Pus  feems  now  to  be  hors  de  coinbatl  Nothing 
pes  down  but  mucus,  mucus  !  The  fad:  is, 
:hat  in  the  defcription  of  this  difeafe,  there 
^as  no  competitor,  and  then  the  Profeflbr 
lunts  after  no  new  opinion  ! 


T 


Page 


(  ) 


Page  2  Co.      Chap.  XII. 

"  Of  Impotence.''^ 

"  This  complaint  is  by  many  laid  to  the 

*'  charge  of  onanifm  at  an  early  age.   I  think 

"  I  may  affirm  that  this  acl  in  itfelf  does  lels 

"  harm  to  the  conftitution  in  general  than  the 

"  natural ;  that  the  natural  with  common 

"  women,  or  fuch  as  we  are  indifferent  about, 

*'  does  lefs  harm  to  the  conflitution  than 

"  where  it  is  not  fo  felfifh,  and  where  the  af- 

"  fe6lions  for  the  woman  are  alfo  encreafed. 

"  Where  it  is  only  a  conftitutional  a6l,  it  is 

"  limple,  and  only  one  adtion  takes  place; 

but  when  the  mind  becomes  interefted,  it 

is  worked  up  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm, 

"  encreafing  the  fenfibility  of  the  body  and 

**  difpofition  for  a£lion  ;   and  when  the  com- 

*'  plete  adlion  takes  place,  it  is  with  proper- 

tional  violence  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the 

violence  is  the  degree  of  debility  produced, 

or  injury  done  to  the  conftltution.'* 

'> 

Here 
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Here  we  find  three  degrees  of  debility,  or 
injury,  done  to  the  conftitution  from  an  ex- 
hauft  of  feminal  difcharge.  Great  in  the  lui- 
j  natural  ait,  greater  in  the  natural  ail  with  a 
!  common  woman,  but  greateft  of  all  with  tho(e 
I  we  moft  love  !  If  I  thought  that  this  was  the 
fad,  I  mull:  confefs  that  I  would  not  be  fo 
fqueamifti  as  to  withhold  my  affent  to  this 
doftrine  of  the  Profeflbr.  In  philofophick, 
or  phyfiologick  fpecuiations,  the  truth  of 
things  is  the  objedt  we  all  look  after,  and  it 
behoves  us  on  every  fubjeil,  when  the  mind 
difcovers  a  difpofition  to  fearch  for  it,  not  to 
check,  from  a  falfe  delicacy,  fuch  a  purfuit. 
And  I  hold  this  obfervation  to  be,  on  all  occa- 
fions  juft,  that  immorality  can  no  more  be 
promoted  from  a  minute  invefliigation  of  the 
'true  knowledge  of  things,  than  morality  can 
be  fupported  by  a  purpofed  forbiddance  of  en^ 
quiry  into  a  falfliood,  which  is  impofed  upon 
our  fenfes  for  a  truth.  'The  danger  to  a  tra- 
veller is  always  greateft  on  a  road  that  he  is 
ignorant  of.  An  enlightened  underftanding 
gives  a  firmnefs  to  our  actions,  and  tends  to 
ifecure  the  welfare  and  happincfs  of  fociety. 
The  mifchief  of  the  theory  of  the  Profeffor, 
il  am  con6dent  arifes  out  of  the  fahe  princi- 

T  2  pies 
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pies  of  it.  We  have  all  aJoiig  feen  erroneous 
new  opinions  advancing  in  their  tendency  to 
do  harm,  and  he  feems  to  have  wantonly 
urged  them  on  where  the  neceffity  of  his  ar- 
gument he  had  to  prove  did  not  exact  them. 
Where  he  allows  a  man  who  has  a  gonorrhoea 
to  have  connection  with  a  found  woman,  and 
bears  her  harmlefs,  there  he  was  contented 
with  only  injuring  that  fex  ;  but  here  he  abaur 
dons  the  females,  prefers  the  unnatural  a£t 
as  the  leaft  injurious,  and  they  have  no- 
thing left  for  them  but  to  go  to  a  nunnery  ! 

Perhaps  the  ProfelTor,  amongll:  the  refl  of 
his  new  opinions,  may  think  that  it  is  high 
time  that  the  human  race  fhould  be  annihi- 
lated ;  and  let  us  fuppofe,  for  one  inftance, 
that  it  were,  would  another  order  of  fuperior 
beings  planted  upon  this  very  fpot  of  the  earth 
in  its  ftead,  know  what  the  venereal  difeafe 
was,  from  the  book  that  the  Profeffor  had 
written  ?  I  mean  provided  there  was  no  other 
written  trace  of  the  difeafe  remaining,  but  in 
the  great  work  before  me,  and  that  this 
other  order  of  beings  be  'alike  infedted  as  we 
^ere ! 


I  will 
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I  will  not  treat  this  fubje£l  as  if  I  had  any 
ferious  dread  that  this  new  opinion  of  the  Pro-. 
I  feflbr  would  be  any  tendency  to  evil.  It  is  a 
1  fubje6l  which  more  than  medical  men  can 
judge  upon  ;  no  falfe  credit  for  profeffional  re- 
putation can  fcreen  the  Pro  feflbr  here ;  be- 
sides what  has  been  faid  againfl:  the  vice  of 
onanifm,  by  medical  authours,  from  the  days 
of  Galen  down  to  the  moment  that  I  am  in- 
diting the  Profeflx3r,  befides  what  every  poet 
and  every  hiftorian  have  faid  in  execration  of 
it,  every  living  man  and  hoy,  and  all  nature 
cry  aloud  that  the  Profeflbr  has  adopted  a  An- 
gular, a  falfe,  and  an  ignorant  theory.  His 
attempt  upon  this  queftion  was  both  vain  and 
criminal  here,  for  impotence  has  no  more  to. 
do  with  the  venereal  difeafe,  than  that  it  pro- 
4uces  debility  in  common  as  other  difeafes ; 
it  has  no  more  to  do  with  it,  than  it  has  in  a 
nunnery  ! 

I  can  eafily  figure  in  my  mind  the  Profeflbr 
enthroned  in  his  elbow  chair  at  his  ledure 
I  room,  furrounded  by  his  pupils,  not  exadly 
j  fpch  a  group  as  Apollo  in  company  with  his 
nine  mufes.    I  can  figure  the  Profeflbr  not 
!  having  exactly  the  front  of  Jove,  nor  the  eye 

of 
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of  Mars,  but  with  a  contour  of  his  own, 
about  to  expound  a  theory  of  his  own,  and 
in  a  language  of  his  own.  I  feem  to  fee  the 
attentive  pupils  with  their  greedy  ears  devour- 
ing up  his  difcourfe,  catching  the  poifonous 
fweets  as  they  are  diftiihng  from  his  lips,  their 
faculties  entranced  by  the  power  of  his  ora- 
tory, and  fo  transfixed  and  loft  to  all  external 
alarms,  that  if  Heaven's  own  thunder  rat- 
tled in  loudeft  peals  over  their  heads,  the 
found  would  pafs  away  as  unafFeding  to  their 
fenfes,  as  the  buzzing  of  a  fly.  I  feem  to  fee 
tlie  confcious  glow  of  exultation  mantle  in 
their  cheeks,  flattered  as  they  muft  be,  that, 
that  which  they  had  through  fhame  fliunned 
or  concealed  as  a  noifome  vice,  was  now  tranf- 
formed  into  the  faireft  virtue.  I  feem  to  fee 
how  impatient  they  waited  for  the  nod  of 
difmiffion  to  haften  home  to  their  folitary 
chambers  ! 

But  now  it  is  high  time  for  me  to  mark  the 
dreadful  confequences  that  follow  an  excefs 
of  this  "  wafting  of  manly  marrow,'*  and 
here  follow  moft  of  the  immediate  fymptoms. 
Privation  of  defire  for  the  enjoyment  of  wo- 
man, a  conftant  propenfity  to  the  fame  unna- 
tural 


/ 
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tural  habit,  pallid  complexion,  flabby  mufcles, 
laflitude,  weaknefs,  gleet,  pain  in  the  loins, 
contortions  of  the  tefles,  trembling  hands, 
dim  eyes,  head  ach,  drovvfinefs,  ftartings  in 
the  fleep,  numbednefs  of  the  limbs,  fhy  in 
company,  timidity,  inactivity,  mind  inert,  no 
defire  for  manly  diverfions,  prefering  foHtude, 
chiUnefs,  epilepfy,    madnefs,   *'  leribiles  'vifu 

Let  it  not  be  faid  that  I  have  aggravated  the 
lift  of  evils,  for  were  I  to  fit  down  to  add 
from  authours  to  thefe  I  have  already  recol- 
lected from  my  own  knowledge,  I  fhould  but 
prove  my  overlight.  I  lhall  clofe  this  hateful 
fubjed  with  what  I  can  recollect  from  a  poem 
of  our  immortal  Shakefpeare. 

Th*  expeace  of  fpirit  in  a  wafte  of  fliame 

Is  luft  in  a6lion.  

Enjoy'd  no  fooner  but  defpifed  ftralt, 
Paft  reafon  hunted;^  btit  no  fooner  liad 
Paft  reafon  hated,  as  a  fvf allowed  bait. 
On  purpofe  laid  to  make  the  taker  mad ! 
All  this  the  world  well  knows,  yet  none  knows  well, 
To  fhun  that  heaven,  which  leads  men  to  that  hell ! 


Page 
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Page  209. 

Of  the  Decay  of  the  Tejikkr 

It  would  appear  from  fome  circum- 
"  fiances,  that  the  parts  of  generation  are 
"  not  to  be  confidered  as  neceflarj  parts  of 
*'  the  animal  machine,  but  only  as  parts  fu- 
"  peradded  for  particular  purpofes  ;  and  therc- 
"  fore  only  neceffary  when  thefe  particular 

purpofes  are  to  be  anfwered  ;  for  we  ob- 
"  ferve  that  they  are  later  of  coming  to  ma- 

turity  than  any  other  parts,  and  are  more 

liable  to  decay." 

They  are  fo  far  neceflary  to  the  animal  ma- 
chine, that  a  man  without  them  is  a  monfter  ; 
and  relatively  fo  neceflary  as  life  itfelf,  as  the 
means  without  which  the  human  race  can- 
not be  propagated.  Their  attributes  come 
forward  at  fo  early  a  period  as  any  other 
corporal  perfection  of  man,  and  continue  fo 
long  perfe<fl,  as  the  reft  of  the  corporal  powers 

do; 


(    145  ) 

do ;  indeed  they  exhibit  tokens  of  matiiritjr 
in  a  fubje(St  long  before  in  other  refpe£ls, 
oi'ie  would  be  capable  of  writing  him  "  a 
"  man." 

So  unfortunate  is  the  Profeffor  in  all  his  af- 
fertions.  He  fays  that  tefticle  is  more  than 
other  parts  liable  to  decay,  and  now  he  is 
going  to  give  us  the  rareft  of  all  inftances  ! 
This  is  the  natural  genius  of  man  ! 

Tefticles  have  been  known  to  wafte  in 
cafes  of  rupture,  probably  from  the  con- 
ftant  prelTure  of  the  inteftine.    Mr.  Pott 
**  has  given  us  cafes  of  this  kind." 

'  I  juft  remarked,  that  the  ProfeiTor  is  Angu- 
larly unfortunate  in  all  his  afiertions ;  it 
^ives  me  great  pain  to  be  conftantly  contra- 
iidting  him,  but  1  do  here  flatly ;  becaufe  it 
jiiuft  place  the  one  or  the  other  of  us  in  a 
nean  and  moft  difgraceful  iituation. 

Mr.  Pott  has  given  us  three  cafes  of  the 
vafting  of  the  teflicles,  and  not  one  of  them 

y  was 
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was  ill  confequence  of  rupture,  nor  had  ei- 
ther of  the  patients  ever  a  rupture 

But  the  Profeflbr,  not  content  to  find  out  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Pott,  that  the  cafes  he  had 
given  us  of  the  decay  of  the  tefticle  were 
owing  to  rupture,  when  Mr.  Pott  had  never 
made  any  fuch  affertion,  has  alfo  helped  him 
out  in  accounting  for  the  rupture  producing 
the  decay  of  the  tefticle.  To  ilhiftrate  this 
finguiar  vein  of  ingenuity  in  the  ProfcfTor,  I 
^all  refer  my  readers  to  a  fcene  in  th-e  School 
for  Scandal. 

Curiofity  will  alk,  how  it  happens  in  the 
only  inftance  hitherto  where  the  name  of  Mr. 
Pott  has  been  mentioned,  that  it  was  abufed 
thus  by  a  wrong  and  falfe  conflrudion  ?  Was 
it  in  order  that  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  Pro- 
feffor  fhould  be  the  firft  to  defcribe  the  decay 
of  the  tefticle  without  a  rupture  ?  Jf  it  were, 
this  detedion  has  proved  fo  ilrong  a  moral 
againft  him,  that,  I  will  anfwer  for  him,  nei- 

*  Vide  Pott,  Vol.  ir.  from  page,  42.3.  to  428.  Cafes 
3<?»  37 y  38- 
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ther  his  weaknefs  lior  vanity  will  again  feduc^ 
him  into  fuch  a  plot* 


He  has  given  us  but  two  cafes  of  his  own, 
one  indeed  cannot  be  called  his  own,  for.  it 
equally  belongs  to  Mr.  Pott.  The  Pro- 
feffor  has  here  again  introduced  his  name, 
and  a  curious  fituation  he  has  placed  fo  great 
a  man  in,  a  helplefs  fpedator  to  the  decay 
of  a  tefticle  !  fomewhat  Umilar  to  a  mute  at 
a  funeral  I 

When  the  ProfefTor  recommended  Van- 
butchel*,  I  inwardly  applauded  his  humanity, 
fuch  an  alliance  was  natural.  What  would 
Don  Quixotte  have  been  without  poor  San* 
cho  !  And  this  naturally  leads  me  to  make  a 
few  remarks  on  the  manner  which  the  Pro- 
fefTor has  treated  authours  who  have  already 
clofed  their  fcenes  on  the  ftage  of  life,  and 
fuch  as  are  now  ading  confpicuous  parts 
upon  it.  In  a  book  fo  voluminous  as  this 
before  us,  treating  on  a  fubjecft  that  has  at- 

*  Page  159. 
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rradled  the  attention  of  more  authours  than  ' 
any  other  perhaps  that  the  literary  world  can 
again  afford,  a  book  arranged  with  the  moft 
ftudied  care,  a  book  which,  if  it  hath  any  i 
value  when  cleared  of  the  new  opinions,  muft 
draw  that  value,  frona  the  various  authours 
out  of  which  the  prefent  fyftem  of  treating 
the  venereal  difeafe  is  formed,  is  it  not  mon- 
flrous,  that  not  a  fingle  authority  is  acknow- 
ledged to  any  good  purpofe,  that  not  a  fingle 
charad:er  is  praifed  or  recorded  for  any  valua- 
ble improvement  ?  What  (hould  be  faid  to 
this  ?  If  the  ProfefTor  were  jealous  of  the  re- 
putations of  the  antients ;  if  he  had  an  in- 
tention by  concealing  fome  of  their  ufeful 
hints  ;  if  he  meant  to  fhow  off  his  diamonds 
ready  fet,  without  telling  where  they  were  to 
be  found  in  the  rough  ;  yet  amongfl  the  mo- 
derns he  ought  not.  to  dread  competition. 
It  was  his  very  plea  for  writing  that  he  Was 
defu'DUS  to  have  an  opportunity  of  afferting 
'*  his  right  to  fome  new  opinions,  that  have 
"  made  their  way  into  the  world  under  other 
"  names.*'  Then  furely  it  would  have  been 
but  fair  in  the'  Profeffor,  as  he  difcovered 
fucli  jealoufy  for  keeping  wliat  was  his  own, 

as 


(    i'49  ) 

as  he  was  fb  greedy  after  the  fame  of  thefe  his 
new  opinions,  to  have  given  fome  little  (hare 
of  credit  to  thofe  who  might  put  in  their 
claim  for  here  and  there  an  old  opinion  ! 
Whilft  he  was  eredtliig  pyramids  to  himfelf, 
from  out  of  their  materials,  furely  he  fhould 
not  have  grudged  a  head-ftonc  for  them ! 

I  am  very  forry  that  I  muit  for  the  prefent 
withdraw  my  attention  from  further  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  new  opinions  of  the  Profeflor  ; 
but  it  will  be,  I  hope,  to  return  to  them  with 
even  additional  pleafure.  I  am  uneafy  alio 
that  my  next  is  to  be  my  lad  ;  for,  although 
at  firH:  I  thought  the  talk  unwelcome,  now  I 
am  diverted.  This  fpeculation  has  proved  to 
me  fo  pleafant  a  one  as  any  in  my  life.  To 
fee  the  man  of  learning  and  genius  imitated  ; 
to  fee  wrong  ideas,  more  wrong  exprefTed, 
piled  each  upon  the  other ;  to  hear  a  man  en- 
deavour to  reafon  abftrufe,  when  he  cannot 
reafon  plain  ;  to  hear  him  talk  of  objefts  that 
exift  not,  and  fee  him  bUnd  to  fuch  as  are 
palpable  ;  to  fee  illiberal  traits  which  he  had 
with  ftudied  art  concealed,  with  common  eafe 
detecfted  ;    to  fee  pride  and  vanity  confume 
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them&Ives  by  ineffedual  efforts.  Thefe  can- 
Hot  e^icite  any  other  emotion  but  a  plfeafant 
CHie.  Thus  we  are  told  of  a  vain  philofopher, 
who  ran  frantlck  into  a  fociety,  to  {how  it 
that  he  had  difcovered  living  monfters  in  the 
fun;  w"Kleh  proved  in  the  event  to  be  only 
infedls  in  his  telefcope. 


(  To  i>s  ended  in  the  next.  ) 
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PART  III. 


THERE  ai'c  fome  to  whom  in  my 
Obfervations  I  feem  too  bold.*  Coun- 
tries have  always  abounded  with  people  of  this 
cliarafter;  being  ina6live  rpe6lators  only,' 
they  do  not  conlider  how  inevitable  it  is  to 
write  with  enthufiafm,  and  to  repel  with  fome 
ilrength  of  expreffion,  indignities  that  are  of- 
fered to  common  undei'flanding.  If  fuch  re- 
marked upon  a  battle,  the  gaflies  would  be 
made  too  deep  for  them  j  if  upon  a  horfe-race, 
the  animals  would  be  prefTed  too  hai'd  j  or  if 
upon  a  boxing-match,  the  blows  would  be 
exchanged  with  too  favage  brutality  ^  they 
v/ould  turn  pale  at  the  fight 3  let  them  keep 
to  their  chambers,  or  retire  where  their  prin- 
ciples already  are,  and  be  enclofed  within  a 
clcjifter. 

A  There 

Sunt  quibus  In  Hityris  videor  n!mls  acer— — 

HoRAT.  Sat. 


(  o 

There  are  fome  who  annex  fo  great  a 
fanflity  to  names,  as  no  more  to  be  purfuaded 
that  reputation  may  be  falfe,  than  that 
Achilles  was  vulnerable;  fuch  will  not  be 
convinced  that  I  have,  fo  far  as  I  have  alrea- 
dy gone,  expofed  all  the  moft  material  errors 
of  the  Profeffor;  nor  that  the  ox  is  yet 
flaughtered,  whofe  mangled  quarters  are 
already  hung  up  on  the  lhambles  of  his 
butcher. 

There  are  fome>  whofe  profeflional  judge- 
;ment  affords  them  the  ability  of  weighing 
fully  the  arguments  which  I  have  advanced, 
of  determining  with  precifion  on  the  obfer- 
vations  which  I  have  made ;  before  them  I 
'  feel  proud  to  appear,  and  I  do  affure  them 
that  I  do  Hot  go  beyond  the  di6lates  of  my 
'honour,  when  I  declare  how  anxious  I  have 
been  to  gain  their  good  opinion,  and  how 
zealous  I  ftill  am  to  preferve  it,  by  advancing 
only  what  my  mind  prompts  me  to  be  near- 
eft  the  truth. 

And  tliere  are  others,  who,  amongfl  the  par-» 
lial  friends  of  the  Profeffor,  knowing  him  to  be 
guilty,  wifhnot  that  he  fhould  be  condemned ; 
they  whofe  pjcvjd^nce  ^d  humanity  arrell 

the 


{    3  ) 

the  arm  of  juftice^  they  who  would  rather 
that  a  whole  country  fliould  be  expofed  to 
the  pernicious  effefts  of  falfe  and  dangerous 
opinions,  than  that  the  Profeflbr  fhould  ex- 
perience their  dereli6lion ;  they  who  are  all 
to  a  man  cautious,  and  with  whom  beyond 
their  own  circle  all  is  hufh!  they  whofe 
very  flioes  are  fliod  with  velvet !  and  who 
deal  forth  whifpers  amongft  each  other,  juft 
like  goflips  in  a  fick  chamber  converfmg  on 
the  rotten  condition  of  a  dying  patient  I 

I  do  not  wifh  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  my 
readers,  by  foreftalling  any  of  the  obferva- 
tions  which  I  have  yet  to  offer  upon  the  new 
opinions  of  the  Profeffor.  I  cannot  conceive 
more  gratification  than  to  be  indulged  by 
them  with  an  impartial  review. 

In  order  that  I  maybe  rightly  underftood, 
it  is  neceffary  for  me  juft  to  give  an  outline  of 
my  future  intentions,  and  to  Ihew  to  my 
readers  my  fyflem  of  arrangernents  >  for  with- 
out fomefyftem,  the  complicated  fubjefl  v/hich 
I  have  before  me  could  not  be  gone  through, 
either  with  credit  to  myfelf  or  advantage 
to  them.  I  fhall  make  a  point  of  underfland- 
ing  the  Profeflbr  in  the  mofl  favourable  con- 

A  2  flrudion. 
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ftru^lion.  I  fhall  always  be  upon  my  guard 
to  corre6l  myfelf  againfl:  quibbling  upon  his 
language,  as  I  would  punifli  a  pointer  for 
ftanding  at  larks.  I  will  continue  to  watch 
his  new  opinions,  only  fo  far  as  they  apply 
to  pra6fice.  I  will  remark  upon  that  practice 
either  as  it  is  ufeful  or  new ;  and  that  pra6]:ice 
which  he  adopts  as  new,  and  I  know  to  be 
old,  I  will  trace  back  to  its  original  author, 
reftoring  thus  the  honour  to  whom  that  ho- 
nour is  due.  Such  expreflions  as  are  aflerted 
to  be  fa6ls  in  one  page  of  the  great  work  of 
the  Profeflbr,  and  contradi6led  in  many  other 
pages,  will  be  only  brought  to  one  point 
of  convi6f  ion,  when  I  j  udge  them  to  be  of 
fufficient  importance  in  practice.  By  all 
thefe  endeavours  I  hope  to  methodife  fome- 
thing  like  a  fyftem,  to  colle6l  fome  funple 
fcattered  truths  from  out  of  a  compound  and 
incoherent  mixture  of  fyflems.  Salvage  and 
and  Cullen,  as  nofologifts,  Camper,  as  an 
expei-imental  philofopher,  and  all  the  the- 
o]-ifts  of  the  prefent  age,  may  claim  their  mu- 
tilated opinions  in  every  page;  thefe  are  fo 
injudicioully  chofen,  and  fo  unaptly  applied, 
lb  mangled  and  perverted,  as  to  tend  rather  to 
obftrucl  and  confound  the  harmony  of  fci- 
■ciice,  than  to  help  the  mind  in  the  elaborate 

iji^'eifi- 


inveftigatiou  of  ufeful  knowledge.    He  has 
made  a  lacrifice  of  himfelf  to  vanity.  A 
confident  Profeffor  of  the  fcience  of  compa- 
rative anatomy,  v/ithout  the  judgement  of 
applying  it  to  practice.    The  lower  orders  in 
the    animal   creation  have    afforded  him 
an   amufement.  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that 
wdiich  children  deiive  from  Dutch  toys  ;  the 
fancy  is  awakened,  but  the  underilanding 
fleeps.  I  challenge  the  ilrongeft  panegyrift 
which  he  has,  to  produce  onefmgie  folid  ad- 
vantage that  the  v/hole  of  the  great  work 
derives  from  his  comparative  anatomical  pre- 
tenfions.    That  he  Ihould  conceive  himfelf 
fitting,  by  education  or  genius,  to  become  a 
dictatorial  theorift,  it  muft  be  unfortunate! 
^'  jlulte  prava  jiidicat  Jentcntiay'^    But  our 
immortal  bard  has  referred  us  for  his  apo- 
logy to  the  infirmity  of  human  nature.  ''We, 
"  ignorant  of  ourfelves,  beg  often  our  own 
"  harm,  which  the  wife  powers  deny  us  for  our 
good." 

Page  215.  Part  IV.   Chapter  I, 
Of  Chancre. 

"  Venereal  ulcers  commonly  liave  one  cha- 
"  racier,  which  however  is  not  entirely  pe- 
culiar 
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*'  culiar  to  them,  for  many  fores  that  have  no 
difpofition  to  heal,  which  is  the  cafe  with 
a  chancre,  have  fo  far  the  fame  charafter.  A 

"  chancre  has  commonly  a  thickened  bafc, 

"  and  although  in  fome  the  common  inflam- 
mations  fpread  much  further,  yet  the  fpe- 

"  cific  is  confined  to  the  bafe.  The  future  or 
cpnfequent  ulcers  are  commonly  eafily  di^ 

5'  ilinguifhed  from  the  original  pr  venereal, 
.yvhich  will  be  defcribed  hereafter*" 

That  the  reader  may  not  prefume  that 
I  have  feleftpd  this  paragraph  in  order  to 
expofe  the  remarkable  circumftance  of 
each  period  opening  with  "commonly,"  I 
fliall  vindicate  myfelf  by  referring  him  to  the 
paragraph  immediately  before  this,  where  he 
will  find  fix  more  "  commonlys."  But  here 
follows  the  obfervation  which  I  have  to  off:er 
to  this  paragraph,  Xh^t  it  aims  to  diftinguifli, 
and  to  give  a  feparate  definition  of  chancre, 
in  contradiftin6lion  to  all  other  ulcers ;  but 
it  fails.  Firft,  "  Venereal  ulcers  commonly 
*' have  one  character,  which  however  is  hot 
peculiar  to  them,  for  many  fores  that  have 
no  difpofition  to  heal,  which  is  the  cafe  with 
*'  chancre,  have  fo  far  the  fame  charafter." 
That  is  as  much  as  to  lay,  venereal  ulcers 
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are  like  all  other  ulcers  having  no  difpofition 
tD  heal.  Such  being  the  definition  to  the  firfl: 
periody  now  for  the  fecond. 

"  A  chancre  has  commonly  a  thickened 
"  bafe,  and  although  in  fome  the  common 
"  inflammation  fpreads  much  further,  yet 

the  fpecific  is  confined  to  the  bafe."  This 
might  have  been  faid,  to  have  given  us  a 
diftinftion  betwixt  an  ulcer  produced  from 
fpecific  virus,  and  an  ulcer  from  a  common 
injury,  had  not  the  ProfefTor  juft  before 
confounded  that  diftinclionj  for  then  he 
faid,  that  the  "  chara6ler  of  chancres  is  not 
"  peculiar  to  them," 

And  now  for  the  third,  which  is  accom- 
panied with  a  moft  fagacious  confeffion  in- 
deed !  "  That  confequent  ulcers  are  com- 
"  monly  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the  ori- 

ginal  or  venereal."  As  thefe  three  defini- 
tions of  the  Profeflbr  pull  three  feparate 
ways,  I  fhall  leave  them  to  the  penetration 
of  my  readers  to  regulate  the  power  of  each 
upon  the  other,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
obtain  from  them  that  information,  which 
I  am  confefledly  incapable  to  explain. 
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The  truth  is,  that  ulcers  are  only  found 
out  to  be  venereal  from  fituation  or  fufpi- 
cion,  by  being  either  fecn  on  fuch  parts  as 
induce  us  to  prejudge  them  to  be  owing  to 
venereal  infeftion,  or  by  uniting  and  corii-^ 
bining  circumllances  when  fcen  on  other 
parts,  fo  as  to  perfuade  us  that  the  ftrongefl 
probability  goes  to  their  being  venereal. 
When  ulcers  are  found  upon  fuch  parts  as 
there  is  reafon,  upon  their  firft  appearancej 
to  believe  that  they  owe  their  fource  to  a 
venereal  caufc,  it  is  upon  the  firft  blufh  de- 
cided that  they  are  fo ;  but  when  they  ap- 
pear upon  a  part  not  fufpefted,  thbn  it  of-^ 
ten  happens,  that  other  opinions  are  given, 
and  other  remedies  are  tried,  and  thefe  not 
fucceeding,  mercury  is  at  laft  adminiftered, 
and  the  difeafe  is  proved  by  the  fuccefs  of 
the  remedy. 

Let  m.en  fay  what  they  pleafc  in  theory, 
this  we  know  to  be  the  ftate  of  the  cale  in 
praftice ;  and  it  will  be  hereafter  feen,  that 
there  is  not  an  additional  chink  in  the  Pro- 
feiTor  s  dark  conilitutional  cottage,  through 
which  new  light  is  let  in  upon  the  fubjccl. 
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It  IS  an  invariable  effed,  that  when 
*^  any  part  of  an  animal  is  irritated  to  a  cer- 

tain  degree,  that  it  inflames  and  forms 
"  matter,  the  intention  of  which  is  to  re- 

move  the  irritating  caufe." 

I  Hiall,  before  I  proceed,  give  the  true  de^ 
finition  of  "  invariable,"  as  it  always  has 
been,  and  as  it  will  be  ev^r  underflood.  I 
fay,  it  is  that  which  cannot  be  changed,  and 
muft  always  be  conflant.  It  now  behoves 
me  to  prove  that  the  Profeflbr's  logick  is  no 
logick,  and  that  his  invariable  aphorifm  is 
fubject  to  g]-eat  variation.  Inflances  in  eon- 
tradiclion  to  this  invariable  poiition  of  the 
Profeflbr  are  to  be  found,  both  as  to  the  ef- 
fect and  to  the  intention ;  both  from  confti- 
tutional  caufes  and  external  applications  j 
both  as  they  affe61  the  conftitution  in  ge- 
neral or  partial;  in  fliort,  in  every  fenfe 
the  Profellbr's  invariable  effeft  and  inten- 
tion are  foiled.  To  begin  with  the  conili- 
tutional  caufes. 

Do  the  ear-ach,  tooth-ach,  continued  vo- 
mitings, ftoncs  in  the  kidnies,  ftones  pafTmg 
from -the  kidnies  to  the  bladder,  ftones  in 
the  bladder,  ftones  pafling  from  the  bladder 
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through  the  urethra,  gout,  rheumatirm, 
and  fpafms,  invariably  in  their  efFetl:,  in- 
flame and  form  matter  with  intention  to  re- 
move the  irritating  caufe  ?  Do  the  hydro- 
phobick  lymptoms  and  lock-jaw,  from  local 
caufes,  produce  fuch  invariable  efFe6ls  with 
fuch  intentions  ?  Do  barbarous  punifhments 
inflicled  on  the  human  body  by  the  authority 
of  tyrannick  laws,  produce  from  fuch  caufes, 
fuch  efFe6ts,  and  with  fuch  intentions  : 
What  would  the  poor  foldier  fay  to  the  Pro- 
feflbr's  invariable  effedl  and  intention,  when 
ftandingupon  fpikes?  For  God's  fake,  Mr. 
ProfelTor,  do  not  perfuade  yourfelf  that,  al- 
though I  am  now  irritated  to  the  very  "cer- 
tain degree"  which  it  is  pofTible  for  man  to 
be,  I  fliall  get  rid  of  the  irritation  by  the 
formation  of  matter ;  if  you  do,  I  fhall  cer- 
tainly be  dead  before  your  intention  will  be 
fulfilled !  But  if,  continued  the  poor  foldier, 
you  will  pennit  me  to  inftruft  you,  pray, 
loofen  my  hands  which  are  tied  to  the  hal- 
berds >  I  will  then  ftep  off  from  the  fpikes,  and 
lhall  by  that  means  fhew  you  my  intention 
to  get  rid  of  the  irritating  caufe  1 

But  let  us  purfue  this  neat  obfeivation  of 
tl\e  "  intention  to  remove  the  irritating 
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caufe,"  and  then  let  us  fee  how  the  "  inva^ 
liable  effe6t"  is  produced  in  chancre  j  and 
there  I  fear  that  the  intention  and  effedt  are 
invai-iably  contrary  to  the  Profeffor's  logick  j 
for  admitting  the  intention,  and  it  will  be 
found  to  be  in  deftroying  the  part  which  is 
the  feat  of  the  chancre,  and  to  this  he  has 
agreed;  "  for  it  was  almofh  impoflible  to 
"  carry  a  chancre  a  long  voyage  without  its 
deftroying  the  whole  penis."* 

It  is  to  be  prefumed  that  it  was  the  fame 
intention  that  taught  the  ProfefTor  tp  cure 
gonorrhoea  with  bread  pills ;  and  it  was  the 
fame  intention  and  the  fame  ignorance  irj 
difcrimination,  that  made  him  confound 
common  irritations  with  fpecifick  irritations, 
To  ilkiftrate  this  fubjeft,  I  will  ftate  the  eXf 
acl  diftinclion  which  there  is  between  irrir 
tation  from  a  common  and  a  virulent  caufe. 
Suppofe  a  thorn  to  be  ftuck  in  any  part  of 
the  body,  and  ther^  left  to  work  its  way 
out,  the  part  would  be  inflamed,  and  mat- 
ter v/ould  be  formed,  the  offending  fub- 
ftance  would  be  loofened,  and  in  time  be  dif 
charged;  and  the  parts  being  no  longer  irri- 
tated, would  heal  of  courfe.    But  let  us 
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alfo  fuppofe  that  the  fame  thorn  had  been 
dipped  in  venereal  virus,  and  that  the  in- 
fection from  it  had  acluariy  taken  effed, 
would  the  parts  then  heal  up  as  before, 
when  the  thorn  was  vv^ithdrawn  ? 

Immediately  after  the  aphorifm  laft  quoted 
we  find  the  following:      This  procefs  is 

eafily  effected,  when  it  is  on  a  furface 
*'  whofe  nature  is  to  fecrete ;  but  when  on 

a  furface  whofe  nature  is  not  to  fecrete, 
"  it  then  becomes  more  difficult,  for  another 

procefs  mufi:  be  fet  up,  which  is  ulcera- 

tion.  This  is  not  only  the  cafe  in  com.- 
■  ^  nion  irritations,  but  alfo  in  fpecific  irnta^ 

tion  from  morbid  poifons,  as  the  vene- 

real  difeafe  and  the  fmall-pox."  Again 
we  are  told,  that  venereal  irritation,  as  well 
as  variolous  and  common  irritations,  termi- 
nate alike  in  three  procefles,  on  non-fecreting 
furfaces;  inflammation,  formation  of  matter, 
and  ulceration,  the  intention  of  ^11  which 
h  to  get  rid  of  the  irritating  caufe.  I  have 
already  pointed  out  to  my  readers  my  dif- 
tinclion  betwixt  common  and  fpecifick  irri- 
tation; and  I  have  often  obfervcd  to  my 
readers  how  wanting  in  judgement  the  Pro- 
fefibr  alvva}  s  is,  when  he  draws  his  compa- 
nions. 
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lifons.  Do  ulcers  arifing  from  fmall-pox 
and  venereal  infe61:ion  terminate  alike?  Are 
they  alike  got  rid  of  ?  The  variolous  matter 
and  the  venereal  act  fo  far  alike  as  to  pro- 
duce each  of  them  an  ulcer  by  inoculation; 
but  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  human  ingenuity 
cannot  afterwards  bring  the  leaft  parciUel 
betvs^een  them.  The  aftion  of  variolous 
ulcers  ceafes  fpontrtneoullyj  after  a  certain 
prccefs ;  but  the  aftion  of  a  venereal  ulcer 
is  continued  ad  infmitian^  as  the  Profefibr 
has  confeffed  in  page  14,  and,  I  will  anfwer 
for  him,  as  he  will  again  hereafter  confefs. 
So  much'^for  his  fimilar  effefls  from  common 
and  fpecifick  irritations  ;  and  fo  much  for  his 
comparative  knowledge,  and  his  {kill  in  tlie 
application  of  it  I 

There  are  three  ways  in  which  chancres 
"  are  produced.    Firft,  by  poifon  being  in- 
"  fertcd  into  a  wound;  fecond,  by  being  ap- 
"  plied  to  a  non-fecreting  furface ;  and  third- 
ly,  by  being  applied  to  a  common  fore," 

The  poifon  much  more  readily  conta- 
mmatcs,  if  It  is  a])p]ied  to  a  common 
"  wound,  than  to  an  ulcer,  in  this  refem- 
"  bling  the  rmall-pox."    The  Profeffor  in 

another 
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another  place  has  given  the  very  oppofite 
opinion  to  that  which  we  find  here,    "  I  am 

inchned  to  think  that  wounds  are  alfo 
"  bad  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially  when  I 

confider  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  alfo 
*'  abforbed  by  wounds."  My  readers  will 
be  pleafed  to  recoiled,  that  this  lall:  quota- 
tion was  not  overlooked  in  my  Firft  Part.---- 
And  now  I  will  treat  my  readers  with  fome 
fele6led  opinions  that  will  better  explain, 
themfelves  than  I  can  for  them. 

Whether  there  are  any  parts  of  thefkin, 
"  or  any  other  part  of  the  body,  morg  fufcep- 
"  tible  of  this  irritation  than  others,  is  not 
^'  yet  afcertained." 

I  have  feen  a  chancre  on  the  prolabium 
"  as  broad  as  a  fixpence,  caught  the  perfon 
"  did  notknowhow."  Tothis  is  added  a  note. 

That  this  fore  was  a  chancre,  I  made  no 
"  no  doubt,  for  befides  its  difeafed  appear- 
"  ance,  he  had  a  bubo  forming  in  one  of 
"  the  glands  under  the  lower  jaw  on  the 

fame  fide." 

"  Its  affefting  the  glans  penis,  6cc.  arifes 

'■  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  caught,  and 

not 

*  Pages  6i,  62,  63. 
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'  not  from  any  tendency  thefe  parts  have  to 
*'  catch  it  more  than  others." 

"  But  as  the  cuticle  cannot  be  affedted  by 
thepoifon,  this  covering  afting  as  a  guard 

"  to  the  cutis,  it  is  often  prevented  from 

"  coming  into  contact  with  it." 

"  If  the  Venereal  poifon  fhould  be  ap- 
pHed  to  the  ikin,  where  the  cuticle  is  more 
"  denfe  than  that  of  theglans  penis,  fuch  as 
"  upon  the  body  of  the  penis,  or  forepart 
"  of  the  fcrotum,  then  it  generally  appears 
"  firft  in  a  pimple,  which  is  commonly  al- 
"  lowed  to  fcab,"  &:c.  &c. 

Let  the  Profeflbr,  for  It  is  his  bufinefs  and  not 
mine,  reconcile  thefe  various  and  contradic- 
tory opinions  to  his  pupils,  if  peradventure 
he  fhould  hereafter  have  the  opportunity  j  for 
as  his  train  of  followers,  which  like  to  poor 
King  Lear's  hath  been  an  hundred,  now  is 
lefs  than  twenty,  it  may  be  a  unit !  And  does 
the  noble  fcience  of  the  Profeflbr  "fmk  in  the 
' '  ground  ?  I  thought  it  v/ould  have  mounted!" 

I  cannot,  becaufe  of  my  hmlted  condition, 
take  notice  of  every  abfurd  new  opinion  j  in- 
deed 


(    i6  ) 

deed,  I  am  often  neceffitated  to  be  very  brief 
with  thole  I  do  obferve.  upon.  My  condition 
is  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  of  a  ghoft,  whofe 
appearance  is  permitted  to  difclofe  fome  mo- 
mentous enormities,  but  is  warned  away  at 
the  third  crowing  of  the  cock  ! 

"  I  have  known  cafes  where  the  chancres 
"  have  appeared  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
"  apphcation  of  the  matter,  and  I  have  known 

them  feven  weeks.  A  remarkable  cafe  of 
"  tliis  kind  was  in  a  gentleman  who  had  not 
"  touched  a  v/oman  for  feven  weeks,  when  a 

chancre  appeared.  That  this  was  a 
"  venereal  chancre  was  proved  by  his  hav- 
"  ing  had  the  lues  venerea  from  it,  and  be- 
"  ing  under  the  neceffity  of  taking  mercui'y." 

All  the  remark  that  I  fhall  make  upon  this 
quotation,  in  the  prefent  infbance,  is,  that 
the  Profcfibr  does  not  pretend  to  prove  the 
above  to  be  a  chancre  by  his  own  original 
definition;  but  that  he  proves  it  to  be  area! 
chancre  by  its  confequences,  by  its  having 
cUffufed  infe6lion,  and  by  its  yielding  to 
mercurv.    And  a2;ain  he  favs — 


«^  An 
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"  An  officer  in  the  army  had  a  chancre 
broke  out  upon  him  two  months  after  he 
I  "  had  a  connexion  with  a  woman.  After 
"  the  laft  conueftion  he  maiched  above  an 
"  hundred  miles  j  the  chancre  broke  out, 
"  and  only  gave  way  to  mercury." 

Here  is  another  inftance  to  flicw  how  the 
Profeifor,  even  in  a  doubtful  cafe,  proves  a 
chancre.    But  thefe  two  cafes  will  hereafter 
be  appealed  to  in  a  caufe  of  much  more  fe- 
I  rious  importance. 

Page  2  21. 
Of  the  Phymofis  and  Faraphymofis, 

'  "  Thefe  happen  generally  in  confequence 
"  of  a  chancre  in  the  prepuce.  This  irrita- 
■  "  tion  however  and  inflammation  fometimes 
"  attack  the  prepuce,  even  when  the  difeafe 
is  in  the  form  of  what  I  fufpe6t  to  be  a  go- 
norrhoea  of  the  glands  of  the  prepuce,  and 
"  fometimes  even  in  the  common  gonorrhoea, 
:  **  but  moft  frequently  of  all  from  a  chancre 
"  in  the  prepuce.* 

'  I  rcquert:  the  particular  attention  of  my 
!  read^-s  to  the  obfervations  which  I  am  about 
i     Pakt  III.  C  to 
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to  lay  before  them.  Thefe  will  help  to  explain 
that  idea  I  have  of  fuch  Jitentions  of  the 
Profcflbr,  which  with  his  iifaal  left-handed 
cunning  he  would  wifli  to  conceal.  By  his 
not  faying  a  word  about  phymofis  or  para- 
phymofis  arifing  from  gonorrhoea,  when  he 
was  treating  upon  gonorrhoea,  he  was  defn- 
ous  it  fhould  have  been  forgotten  that  thefe 
fymptoms  had  been  ever  found  with  gonor- 
rhoea, as  well  as  with  chancre ;  and  the  reafon 
why  he  did  not  obferve  upon  phymofis  and 
paraphymofis,  as  being  often  the  immediate 
eifectof  gonon*hcea,  onlymuft  have  been,  be- 
caufein  fuch  an  inftance  gonorrhoea  could  not 
have  been  faid  to  have  cured  itfelf  becaufe  he 
muft  have  been  reduced  in  fuch  an  inftance,  not 
only  to  have  prefcribed  bread  pills,  but  alfo 
bread  poultice,  with  fomething  more.  This 
lilence.  and  this  ftrong  inflanceof  inftin6live 
fagacity  in  the  ProfefTor,  are  yet  more  appa- 
rent, as  he  has  exhaufled  almofl  a  fourth  of  his 
great  work  upon  v/hat  he  calls,  the  fuppofcd 
confequences  only  of  gonorrhoea.  And  even 
now,  it  is  curious  to  remark,  how  he  ar- 
range's  and  how  flightly  he  touches  upon  the 
the  fubje6l  of  phymofis  arifing  fj'om  gonor- 
rohcea.  I  appeal  to  men  of  candour,  whe- 
ther by  the  Profcllbr's  flatement  of  the  cafe, 
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it  would  not  be  underflood  by  a  tyro,  that 
phymofis  and  paraphymofis  were  as  frequent- 
ly liable  to  arifeout  of  his  conceited  and  vifi- 
onary  opinion  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  of  the 
glans  penis,  as  out  of  a  common  virulent  go- 
norrhoea. What  fliall  be  faid  to  thefe  devia- 
tions from  truth  ?  Do  they  fpring  from  vanity 
or  ignorance  ?  Were  phymofis  and  paraphy- 
mofis  not  noticed  by  him,  ■  when  he  treated, 
on  the  confequences  from  gonorrhoea,  becaufe 
he  knew  they  would  tend  to  deftroy  the  cob- 
web which  he  had  fpun  out  in  theory  ?  Or 
were  thefe  fymptoms  then  omitted,  becaufe 
he  was  yet  to  learn,  that  they  often  did  arife 
from  gonorrhoea  ?  It  could  not  be  the  latter, 
iinlefs  it  was  prefumed  that  he  had  acquired 
tlie  knowledge  fmce  he  treated  upon  gonor- 
rlicea.  Here  it  is  confefled,  but  reluctantly 
confefled ;  not  obferved  upon  as  a  common 
fymptom,  not  as  a  man  of  ingenuous  can- 
dour would  obferve  upon  fuch  a  truth,  but 
it  is  privately  flipped  into  this  page,  in  fo 
cunning,  fo  fecret  and  indiredl  a  manner,  as 
the  arranteft  Jonas  of  them  all  would  pafs  a 
a  card  to  deceive  us !  I  know  that  phymofis  and 
paraphymofis  may  be  the  Qffedt  of  gonor- 
rhoea ;  I  know  that  pliymofis  may  produce 
chancre  i  I  know  tliat  chancres  may  deftroy 

^  2  j 
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ad  iftjinitum;  and  I  know  that  the  whole  con- 
ftitution  may  thus  become  dileafed. 

Page  226.    Chap.  III. 

Gmeral  obfervadorn  on  the  treatment  of  chancres. 

"  Chancres  as  well  as  gonorrhoea  are 
perhaps  feldom  or  never  wholly  venereal, 
but  are  varied  by  certam  peculiarities  of  the 

■ '  conftitution  at  the  time.  The  treatment 
therefore  of  them,  both  local  and  conftitu- 
tionah  will  admit  of  great  variety,  and  it  is 

f  upon  the  knowledge  of  this  variety  that 

*'  the  fkill  of  the  furgeon  principally  de- 

f  pepds." 

Tn  my  firft  outfet  I  told  my  readers,  tliat  I 
would  never  foreftall  any  of  the  Profeflbr's 
contradi6l:ions,  becaufe  I  could  always  colleft 
a  more  than  lufhcient  fupply  from  the  very 
ample  and  fuperabundant  ftore  that  had  al- 
ready pafcd  in  my  review.  The  ProfelTor  here 
fays, "  That  the  treatment  of  both  gonorrhcsa 

and  chancre,  both  local  and  conftitutional, 
*'  will  admit  of  great  variety,  and  that  it  isup- 
"  on  the  knowledge  of  that  variety  the  fkill 
V  of  the  furgeon  px-incipally  depends."  Was 
tlie  Profeflbr  always  of  the  fame  opinion  ? 
Or  was  the  gi'eat  work  fo  long  in  hand  that 
lie  had  here  forgotten  what  he  had  advanced 

there  r 
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there  ?  Was  truth  yefterday,  falfliood  to  day  ? 
I  will  now  iliuflrate  the  Profellbr's  confif- 
tency  in  as  ftrong  a  light  as  his  own  anxiety 
for  fmgularity  of  opinion  could  hope. 

The  common  practice  proves  thefe  fa^ls; 
we  every  day  fee  gonorrhoeas  cured  by  the 
moft  ignorant;  but  in  chancre,  or  the  lues 
venerea,  more  Ikill  is  neceflary.  The  reafon 
is  obvious ;  gonorrhoea  cures  itfelf,  whiid 
the  other  forms  of  the  difeafe  require  the 
afTiftance  of  art.'^' 

The  great  variety  of  injeftions,  and 
"  every  venereal  inflammation  getting  well 
"  daring  their  ufe,  are  ftrong  corroborat- 
*'  ing  circumftances  in  favour  of  the  opi- 
"  nion,  that  every  fuch  complaint  will  in 
tim^e  cure  itfelf. "-f- 

Once  for  all  I  may  be  permitted,  with  all 
due  refpecl  for  the  Profellbr,  to  rcmiind  him 
in  a  very  humble  way,  of  an  opinion  which 
he  knows,  but  v/hich,  becaufe  it  is  not  new, 
he  will  not  adopt;  and  this  opinion  now 
iinderilood  between  us,  will  lave  many 
illuilrations  in  future,  when  the  Profcifor 
and  I  arc  found  again  at  variance,  from  fnnt- 

lar 
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lar  caufcs.  Do  the  fame  difeafes  afFe£t  all 
all  fubjefts  in  an  equal  degree  ?  Is  there  not 
in  every  conftitution  an  idiofyncrafy  ?  Pvlay 
not  two  brothers,  even  with  the  fame 
complexions,  the  fame  habits  of  living,  be 
attacked  with  the  fmall-pox  at  the  fame  time? 
And  may  not  the  oneb^  fo  fortunate  as  to  have 
no  occafion  for  the  Ikill  of  the  Profeffor,  be- 
caufe  he  had  not  two  eruptions  all  over  his 
his  body  ?  And  may  not  the  other,  in  fpite  of 
fuch  fkill,  die  of  the  difeafe  i' 

The  queftion  which  naturally  arifes,  is, 
how  the  Profeflbr  in  this  inftance  would  draw 
his  conclufions  ?  Would  he  affert  as  roundly 
here  as  he  did  upon  goncrrhc^a  ?  No.  If  the 
fmall-pox  ui  the  one  be  flight,  fmall-pox 
cures  itfelf ;  if  it  be  fevere,  it  may  kill.  If 
gonorrhoea  be  flight,  it  may  cure  itfelf,  or  at 
leaft  bread  pills  may  cure  it  j  if  it  be  fevere, 
and  no  other  remedy  applied  to  it  but  tlie 
harmlefs  one  prefcribed  by  the  Profeffor, 
then  the  whole  contiguous  parts  may  be- 
come difeafed,  and  more  difeafe  may  follow, 
fo  as  to  kill  the  deluded  fubjedl ! 

Admitting  that  fuch  may  be  the  event  of 
two  brothers  attacked  with  the  fmall-pox, 

and 
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and  I  defy  the  Profeffor  to  contradia  it,  what 
further  argument  is  it  fitting  that  I  fhould 
hold,  when  it  is  known  that  the  whole  procefs 
of  fmall-poxclofes  at  a  certain  fpecifick  period, 
and  when  it  is  alfo  known  that  the  effects 
of  gonorrhoea  may  continue  ad  infinitum'^ 
But  fuch  are  the  doftrines  of  the  Profeffor, 
"  as  who  fhould  fay,  I  am  Sir  Oracle  !" 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  cure  of 
"  chancres  we  have  two  points  in  view,  the 
"  cure  of  the  chancre  itfelf,  and  the  preven-* 
**  tion  of  a  contamination  of  the  confl:itu-» 
"  tion."  So  far,  fo  good.  "  The  firil,  or  the 
"  cure  of  the  chancre,  is  to  be  effe6led  by 
*'  mercury,  applied  either  in  external  dref- 

fmgs,  or  internally  through  the  circula- 
"  tion,  or  in  both  ways.  The  fecond  ob- 
"  jecl,  or  prefervation  of  the  conflitutioii 
"  from  contamination,  is  to  be  obtained,  firfty 
"  by  fliortening  the  duration  of  the  chancre, 
"  which  fliortens  the  time  of  abforption, 
"  and   alfo  by  internal  medicine,  which 

mufl  be  in  proportion  to  the  time  that 

abforption  may  have  been  going  on."  

**  If  the  power  of  a  chancre  to  contami- 
*'  nate  the  conftitution,  or  which  is  the 

fame  thing,  if  the  quantity  abforbed  is  as 

"  the 
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the  fize  of  the  chancre,  and  the  time  of 
abforption,  which  moft  probably  it  is, 
then  whatever  fliortens  the  time,  muft 
diminifh  that  power  or  quantity  ;ibforbed> 
and  if  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceflary 
to  preferve  the  conftitution,  is  as  the 
quahtity  of  poifon  abforbed,  then  what- 
ever lefiens  the  quantity  abforbed,  muil 
proportionally  preferve  theconftitutien." — 
For  mftance,  if  the  power  of  a  chancre  to 
contaminate  the  conftitution  in  four  weeks 
is  equal  to  four,  and  the  quantity  of  mer- 
cury neceilary  to  be  given  internally,  both 
for  the  cure  of  the  cliancre  and  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  conftitution,  is  alfo  equal 
to  four;  then  whatever  ftiortens  the  dura- 
tion of  the  chancre,  muft  Icften  in  the 
fame  proportion  the  quantity  of  mercury  j 
therefore,  if  local  applications,  along  with 
internal  ufe  of  mercury,  will  cure  the 
chancj^e  in  three  weeks,  then  only  three 
fourths  of  the  mercury  is  necefiarily  want- 
ed internally."  "  If  four  ounces  of  mer- 
curial ointment  will  cure  the  chancre,  and 
preferve  the  conftitution,  in  three  weeks, 
then  only  three  fourths  of  the  mercury  is 
neceftarily  wanted  internally." 


J  make 
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I  make  no  apology  to  my  readers  for  the 
length  of  this  quotation ;  they  as  well  as  I 
had  feen  the  Profeflbr  all  this  while  affirming 
impoffibilities,  realifing  vifions,  reviving  old 
ideas,  and  propagating  them  as  new  ones. 
Certainly  then  we  ought  to  congratulate  our- 
felves,  and  be  thankful  to  him  for  the  new 
talent  that  he  has  here  difclofed  to  us.  After 
having  exhaufted  his  old  chara6lers,  he  is 
now  to  fhew  us  a  verfatility  of  genius  in  the 
difplay  of  a  new  one.  Our  conviction  to 
his  fyftem  muft  now  be  inevitable,  for  the 
folidity  of  his  arguments  is  to  be  confirmed 
by  arithmetical  calculations  and  mathema- 
tical deductions .  And  the  truth  is,  that 
if  every  machine  to  which  the  ProfefTor  ap- 
plies thefe  mathematical  rules  for  meafuring 
the  fize  of  the  chancre,  and  thefe  arithme- 
tical calculations  for  afcertaining  the  quan- 
tity of  abforbed  virus  from  the  chancre, 
were  the  fame ;  if  there  were  the  fame  pro- 
portionate ratio  found  in  the  fize  of  all 
chancres,  and  if  the  abforption  from  every 
one  of  them  were  the  fame  in  quaniity,  in 
the  fame  given  time  5  if  every  machine  to 
which  the  ProfefTor  applies  his  local  as  well 
as  his  conftitutional  powers,  were  alfo  uni- 
formly the  fame,  and  at  all  times;  if  every 

Part  III.  D  ma- 
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tnachine  did  not  differ,  and  if  each  did  not 
vary,  which  all  machines  conftantly  do;  if 
abforption  of  virus  were  not  undetermined 
and  capricious,  which  we  conftantly  find  that 
k  is  J  if  chancres  were  not  to  prove  more  or 
lefs  obftinate  in  their  cure,  which  we  con- 
ftantly find  that  they  do  j  if  the  abforption 
of  mercurial  ointment  by  fri6lion  were  not 
uncertain,  and  if  its  action  on  the  conftitu- 
tion  were  not  various  in  the  extreme,  as  one 
may  rub  in  an  aunce,  and  another  three 
ounces,  to  the  fame  effeft;  if  thefe  circum.- 
ftances,  feparate  or  combined,  were  not  dia- 
metrically averfe  to  the  mathematical  and 
aiithmetical  conclufions  of  the  ProfefTor, 
which  they  conftantly  are,  then  he  might 
have  boafted,  and  we  might  have  profited 
from  his  fuperior  knowledge  of  the  mathe- 
matical fcale  for  the  meafurement  of  chancre, 
and  for  his  arithmetical  calculation  by  the 
golden  rule  di-re£l,  in  the  cure  of  it  and  the 
conftitution.  For  example,  thus :  If  a 
chancre  of  a  certain  fize  yield  a  certain 
quantity  of  poifon,  and  if  that  certain  quan- 
tity of  poifon  be  abforbed  in  a  certain  time, 
and  if  a  certain  quantity  of  mercury,  given 
internally,  (for  he  calls  the  external  fri6lioii 
of  mercurial  ointment,  internal)  preferve 

the 
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tlie  conftitution  from  contamination*  then, 
by  applying  part  of  the  mercury  to  the  chan- 
cre itfelf,  inftead  of  throwing  it  all  into  the 
conftitution,  the  chancre  will  heal  the  fooner, 
and  lefs  mercury  will  be  thrown  into  the  con- 
ftitution,  becaufe  the  duration  of  chancre 
is  fiiortened.  If  conftant  effe6ls  could  be 
thus  infured,  we  might  then  exult  indeed, 
and  the  patient  alfo  would  have  great  caufe 
for  triumph  j  we  need  vifit  him  only  once, 
juft  to  take  meafure  of  his  chancre,  to  cal- 
culate from  its  fize  the  quantity  of  virus 
abforbed,  to  afcertain  the  time,  to  work  our 
problem,  to  produce  our  fcales,  to  weigh  out 
our  mercury,  and  to  take  our  leave  !  For 
the  Profeffor  fays,  "  This  is  not  fpeculation, 
"  but  the  refult  of  experience."  I  fmcerely 
beg  his  pardon  for  difputing  fo  ftrong  an  af- 
fertion,  and  for  having  fo  lately  quoted  from 
his  own  authority,  that  the  treatment  of 
*'  chancres,  as  well  as  gonorrhoea,  both  local 
"  and  conftitutional,  will  admit  of  great 
"  variety;  and  it  is  upon  the  knowledge  of 
"  that  variety  that  the ikill  of  the  furg^on 
"  principally  depends." 


Page 
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Page  228. 
I .  Of  the  Dejlru^ion  of  Chancre, 

At  length  we  come  to  the  pra6lical  part 
of  his  opinions  upon  chancre,  after  having 
wandered  with  deHght  through  the  flowery 
path  of  theory,  laid  out  with  all  the  luxu- 
riant fancy  that  the  vigorous  and  fertile  ge- 
nius of  the  Profeflbr  could  lavifli  upon  it. 

"  The  flmpleft  method  of  treating  a  chancre 
"  is  by  deftroying  it,  whereby  it  is  reduced 
"  to  the  ll:ate  of  'a  common  fore  or  wound, 
"  and  heals  up  as  fuch.  This  only  can  be 
"  done  on  the  firfl:  appearance  of  the  chancre." 

 It  may  be  done  either  by  incifion  or 

"  cauftic/' 

To  efFe6l  this  the  ProfefTor  recommends 
either  the  lunar  cauflick  or  lapis  fepticus. 
As  for  incifion,  it  appears  from  what  is  here 
faid,  to  be  recommended  from  one  inftance 
only.  "  I  have  difle^led  a  chancre  out,  and 
"  the  fore  has  healed  up  without  any  other 
"  treatment  but  common  dreflings." 

But  in  the  very  next  paragraph,  and  all 
the  fucceedin^  ones,  this  fmiple  pra61:ice  is 

thrown 
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thrown  afide  and  as  abforption  may  be  fuf- 
pcctedj  he  contradifts  his  firft  pofition  and 
encourages  fpecifick  applications  both  inter-^ 
nal  and  external.  He  only  meant  by  thefe 
afiertions  to  fhew  himfelf  off,  to  point  out 
to  us  what  he  could  do,  how  he  could  apply 
cauftick  to  a  chancre,  how  that  chancre 
would  heal  afterwards,  or  in  other  words, 
how  he  could  ftand  upon  one  leg  for  a  time, 
although  for  walking  it  was  neceflary  to  ufe 
both  legs.  As  this  is  a  pra6lical  fubje6l  of 
the  firft  importance,  it  behoves  us  to  afcer- 
tain  whether  any  novelty  in  practice  be  here 
offered  by  the  Profeffor  j  whether  in  this 
inftance  there  be  any  difplay  of  new  opi- 
nions worthy  the  great  author  of  a  great 
work.  Is  the  application  of  cauftick  to  a 
chancre  a  new  opinion  ?  Is  the  application 
of  cauftick  to  a  chancre  a  proper  method  of 
treatment  ?  And  firft,  the  application  of 
cauftick  to  extirpate  a  chancre  is  not  a  new 
opinion  ;  although  the  Profeffor  has  been 
filent  upon  this  point,  for  this  was  his  rea- 
foning  upon  this  delicate  qucftion  :  There 
arc  they  who  will  read  my  book,  who  will 
know  how  old  this  pra6lice  is,  and  who  now 
follow  this  very  prafticc.  There  are  others 
who  take  up  the  hiftory  of  the  cure  of  the 

difeafe 
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difeafe  from  the  gofpel  in  my  great  work 
only  J  they  lean  fo  implicitly  upon  my  hon- 
our and  judgement,  and  are  in  point  of  num- 
bers fo  fuperior  to  thofe  who  c^n  detect  me, 
that  it  will  be  clearly  for  me  politick  to  be 
filent  3  no  matter  how  I  get  credit,  but  I 
iiiall  get  credit  ;  therefore  the  names  of  any 
authors  fhall  not  he  hinted  at  by  me,  not 
even  whether  they  had  the  "  fame  idea," 
nor  whether  they  were  "  clumfy"  in  apply-^ 
ing  it,  nor  whether  I  found  out  the  idea, 
and  faw  it  in  their  work  afterwards  when 
reading  for   my   amufement  !  Wifeman, 
Aftruc,  Turner,  and  authors  more  modern, 
have   obferved   upon  the   application  of 
cauftick  in  the  cure  of  chancre,  particu- 
larly Howard  and  Swidiaur.     The  Pro- 
fefTor  at  leaft  keeps  always  one  eye  em- 
ployed to  one  obje61 ;  it  is  never  taken  off, 
but  fixed  habitual  to  in|:ereft  as  the  lungs  to 
air. 

Second,  the  application  of  cauftick  to  a 
chancre  is  a  proper  method  of  treatment.  But 
I  defy  any  man  to  determine  from  what  the 
ProfelTor  has  faid,  whether  the  mere  ad  of 
deftruclion  of  chancres  be  fafe  or  not,  as 
he  has  faid  that  it:  is,  and  alfo  faid  that  it  is 

not 
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not  fafci  I  (hall  t4ierefore,  with  all  deference!^ 
juft  offer  my  op|jaion  upon  the  fubjeft.  I 
have  pra6fifed  Sie  application  of  cauftick 
for  the  cure  of  chancres,  but  have  never 
been  fo  hardy  as  to  depend  upon  that  alone. 
And  the  reafon  for  my  miftruft  of  fo  fimple 
a  cure  will  be  more  obvious,  when  my 
readers  take  into  their  confideration  one 
notorious  and  indifputable  fa6t  j  a  fa6l  which 
has  never  been  contefted  by  the  moft  ftub- 
born  fkeptick  of  them  all,  namely^  that  ab-^ 
forption  of  virus  may  take  place  without 
the  firfl  appearance  of  chancre  j  that  the 
venereal  difeafe  does  fometimes  make  its 
firft  appearance  in  the  fymptom  of  a  bubo ; 
that  at  the  fame  time  when  the  infeftion 
received  has  fhewn  itfelf  in  one  part  of  the 
penis,  in  the  foiTn  of  a  chancre,  other  parts 
might  have  abforbed  the  infeftion  without 
its  having  left  fuch  a  trace  of  it  on  the  penis  ; 
adding  alfo  the  probable  fuppofition  that 
notwithftanding  the  chancre  does  heal,  ab^ 
forption  might  have  taken  place  there, 
which  is  the  cafe,  when  a  part  is  bitten 
by  a  mad  dog  j  that  part  heals,  yet  the  con- 
ftitution  has  been  found  to  be  infefted.  i 
prefume  therefore  that  v/e  are  notjuftified 
in  trufting  to  fimple  deftru(5lion  of  chancre 

only  J 
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only }  but  hitherto  I  have  been  convinced 
that  in  the  early  ftage  of  a  chancre,  the  ap- 
phcation  of  cauftick  to  it  promifes  to  be  the 
moft  compendious  method  of  treatment,  at 
the  fame  time  mercury  fliould  be  given  in- 
ternally, and  in  fmall  quantities,  for  a  length 
of  time  ;  and  in  this  I  am  in  fome  meafure 
guided,  by  there  remaining  or  not  any  hard- 
nefs  where  the  chancre  was,  or  by  the  ftate 
of  the  glands  of  the  groin. 

Page  230. 
2.  Of  the  Cure  of  Chancre^Local  Applications. 

"  The  cure  of  chancre  is  a  different  thing 
from  its  deftru6lion,  and  confifls  in  de- 
ftroying  its  venereal  difpofition  and  ac- 
"  tion,  and  then  the  parts  heal  of  courfe, 

"  as  far  as  they  are  venereal."  "  Chan- 

^'  cres  may  be  cured  in  two  different  ways, 
"  either  by  external  applicationsj  or  inter- 
"  nal  applications  tln'ough  the  circulation  j 
"  the  fame  medicine  is  neceflary  for  both 
"  thefe  purpofes,  that  is,  mercury." 

I  juft  now  remarked,  that  tlie  ProfcfTor 
had  left  us  undetermined,  whether  to  give 
mercury  when  the  chancre  was  removed  by 

what 
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what  he  calls  deftru6lion ;  but  it  now  appears 
from  his  own  confefiion  here,  that  you 
mull  not  believe  a  word  he  has  faid  there, 
about  giving  mercury  in  that  cafe,  for  the 
cure  by  mercury  is  "  a  different  thing."  By 
the  cure  of  a  chancre,  mercury  muft  be  given 
externally,  or  internally ;  by  deftroying  a 
chancre,  "  the  thing  is  different." 

My  readers  will  not  forget  that  the  Pro- 
feffor,  when  the  mechanical  fit  was  upon  him, 
told  us,  that  the  application  of  mercurial 
ointment,  by  fri6lion,  was  giving  mercury 
"  internally."  In  this  laft  quotation  he  has 
corre6ted  himfelf,  by  contradi6ling  his  for- 
mer expreffion.    It  fhall  not  be  faid,  that 
this  is  vainly  cavilling  upon  words.  How  is 
la  book  to  be  underftood,  if  one  expreffion 
)e  given  for  another  ?  Or  how  are  fafts  to  be 
ifcertained,  when  an  author  there  fays  in- 
ternal, and  here,  to  convey  the  fame  meaning, 
fays  external?  Let  not  the Profeffor's  apolo- 
ift  explain  this  inftance  of  inattention  away, 
>  if  wrong  were  right,  within  without,  or 
:)refence  abfcncc!    Sir  Francis  Wronghcad 
hus  faid  no  for  aye,  and  loft  his  profped  of 
place  ! 

Part  III,  E  Mv 
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My  readers  fliall  be  left  to  judge  for 
thcmfelves  as  to  the  topical  applications.  I 
lhall  but  lay  them  before  them,  they  then 
may  pick,  choofe,  and  afTort.  There  they 
are,  collecled  from  all  authors  and  from 
all  times.  "  Mercury  in  poultices ;  mercury 
"  rubbed  down  with  conferve  in  the  room 
"  of  ointment  5  calomel,  and  all  other  prepa- 

rations  mixed  with  mucilage  or  honey  3 
"  calomel  mixed  with  common  falves  3  folu-  j 
"  tions  of  blue  vitriol,  verdegreafe,  calomel  I 
"  mixed  with  fpiritus  nitri  dulcis,  and  ma- 

ny  others.  When  the  fores  are  irritable, 
"  mercury  with  opium,  or  "perhaps"  lead." 

Chancres,  after  having  their  venereal 
"  teint  corre6led,  often  become  ftationary, 
"  and  having  acquired  new  difpofitions,  in- 
creafe  the  quantity  of  difeafe  in  the  parts, 
"  as  will  be  taken  notice  of  hereafter."  I  do 
afTure  the  Profeflbr,  that  his  new  opinion  of 
new  difpofitions,  fliall  be  taken  notice  ot 
hereafter.  And  as  the  challenge  is  now  given, 
I  fliall  avail  my felf  of  the  earliell  opportu- 
nity of  time  and  place  for  the  full  inveftiga- 
tion  of  new  difpolitions,  that  do  not  partake 
of  "  venereal  tehits."—"  When  they  become 

"  National  V, 
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"  ftationary  only,  they  may  often  be  cured  by 
"  touching  them  flightly  with  a  lunar  cau- 

frick."  Jiift  before  he  faid,  "  This  can  only 
"  be  done  on  thefirfl  appearance  of  chancre, 
"  when  the  furrounding  parts  are  not  as  yet 

contaminated."  "  And  it  is  furprifing^ 

"  often,  how  faft  they  will  heal  after  being 
"  touched,  and  probably  once  or  twice  will  . 
"  be  fufficient."  How  wonderful,  as  if  he  had 
heard  of  a  world  ranfomed,  or  one  deftroyed ! 

Page  232. 

3 .  Of  the  Treatment  of  Phymofs  in  confequcnce 
of  or  attended  with  Chancre, 

My  readers  will  remark  how  fhy  the  Pro- 
feflbr  is  of  phymofis  from  gonorrhoea.  He 
v/ill  not  even  be  feen  in  the  title-text  to  ad- 
mit, that,  while  he  is  curing  phymofis  ari- 
fing  from  chancre,  the  fame  treatment,  as 
far  as  is  neceflaiy,  may  alfo  be  applied  to 
phymofis  from  gonorrhoea.  I  juft  rcqueft 
again,  that  my  readers  will  mark  this  un- 
common fliynefs  in  the  Profeffor.  But  to 
begin.  Aftruc  has  advifed,  that  the  end 
"  of  the  penis  fliould  be  kept  up  to  the 

E  2  «  belly 
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"  belly  if  poffiblei"  therefore  the  Profeflbr's 
inftrLi6lion  upon  this  point  cannot  be  new, 

"  As  the  fores  cannot  be  drefledinthecom- 
"  mon  way,  we  muft  have  recourfe  either  to 

dreffings  in  the  form  of  injedions,  or  the 
"  operation  for  the  phymofis." 

"  Wafliing  of  afore,  I  believe,  is  ifnnecef- 
"  faryi  for  I  can  imagine,  that  matter  from 
*'  any  fore  whatever  is  always  fuch  as  can- 
"  not  ftimulate  the  fore  into  a61ion."* 

•  .  Of  inje£lions  ;  they  fliould  be  mercu- 
"  rial,  either  crude  mercury,  rubbed  down 
"  with  folution  of  gumarabic^  calomel  rub- 
"  bed  with  the  fame,  with  a  proportion  of 
"  opium.  No  nicety  is  required.  But  if  a 
"  folution  of  fublimate  is  madeufe  of  as  an 
"  inje6]:ion,  fome  attention  is  to  be  paid  to 
its  ftrength.  Poultices  with  linfeed,  and 
"  bread  with  laudanum;  the  penis  to  hang 
"  over  hot  water  ,  with  a  little  vinegar 
"  and  fpirits  of  wine,"  which  the  Profel- 
for  obferves  to  be  "  the  neateil  way  of  ap- 
"  plying  fomentations."  Is  it  the  moft  fer- 
viceable  fomentation,  and  the  moft  effec- 
tual way  of  applying  fomentations  ?  No. 

Decoction 

*  Page  76. 
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Deco6lion  of  poppies  is  better,  and  fpiiits  of 
wine  is  better  to  be  applied  by  itfelf.  I  ne- 
ver even  fufpe6ted  before,  that  the  Profeflbr 
was  confidered  as  a  pattern  for  neatnefs. 
"  When  the  chancre  bleeds,  oil  of  tiirpen- 
"  tine,  and  fometimes  opium." 

Page  235. 

4.  Of  the  common  Operation  for  the  Vhymofis 
produced  by  Chancres. 

"  In  many  cafes  it  will  be  found,  that  fo 
"  violent  an  operation  is  improper  3  for  it 
"  often  happens,  that  while  the  inflamma- 
"  tion  is  fo  very  confiderable,  there  is  danger 
of  increafmg  it  by  this  additional  violence, 
of  which  mortification  may  be  the  confe- 
quence  j — while  on  the  other  hand,  there 
are  cafes  when  a  freedom  given  to  the 
parts  would  prevent  mortification  ;  fo 
"  that  the  furgeon  mufi:  be  guided  by  the 
appearances,  and  other  circumftances." 

If  I  underhand  the  true  fpirit  of  the  in- 
tended inftru6lion  contained  in  this  para- 
graph, it  is,  that  the  Profcflbr  fubmits  the 
lime  for  judicioiifly  performing  the  operation, 
to  the  judgement  of  the  furgeon  j  but  his  rea- 

fbn 
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foil  for  fo  doing  is  fo  very  curious,  as  to  ex- 
cite invefligation  at  any  rate.  The  furgeon 
is  to  form  his  opinion^  whether  it  be  right 
to  perform  the  operation  from  confequences : 
For,  if  the  operation  be  performed  while  in- 
flammation is  very  confidcrable,  there  is  dan- 
ger of  mortification  ;  or  if  the  operation  be 
not  performed,  and  a  freedom  given  to  the 
inflamed  parts,  mortification  CQrne?  on  front 
that  caufe  alfo,  Byt,  as  it  is  known  that 
.  this  operation  is  neceffary  to  be  performed 
to  prevent  infljimmation  ending  in  morti- 
fication, why  has  the  Profefix)r  thns  equi- 
vocated ?  For,  as  it  is  only  in  extreme  cafes 
that  this  operation  is  judged  to  be  necefiary, 
and  as,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  only  in  fiich  rapid 
cafes,  where  we  find  the  chancre  deftroying 
the  fubftance  of  the  penis  itfelf,  without  dif- 
covering  the  leaft  "  intention,  by  its  matter, 
"  to  remove  the  irritating  caufe  where  we 
cannot  come  at  the  feat  of  the  chancre  that 
threatens  fo  much  defiruaion,  and  where 
our  power  is  otherwife  too  much  crampt  j 
wliere  the  chancre  bleeds  profufely,  and 
where  we  difcover  that  its  feat  is  on  the 
glans,  it  is  then  only  neceflUry  to  make  this 
m  appeal  j  it  is  then  only,  that  we  fliould 
not  hefitatc  to  perform  this  operation.  But 

if 
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if  the  chancre  be  on  the  prepuce,  I  do  hot 
think  that  much  is  gained  by  the  operation. 
In  the  necedary  inftance,  much  is  at  ftake  ; 
therefore,  fomething  fliould  be  rifked  much 
might  be  gained,  and  the  condition  of  a 
fpreading  corroding  chancre  on  the  glans,  or 
behind  the  glans,  cannot  be  fo  alarming 
when  expofed  to  our  view,  when  we  have 
the  power  of  applying  topical  remedies  to  it, 
as  when  it  was  concealed,  and  making  rapid 
ftrides  to  deftroy  the  whole  of  the  penis. 
Either  this  operation  is  necefiary,  or  it  is 
not.  If  it  be  not  necefiary,  why  did  the 
Profefi^br  treat  upon  it  ?  If  it  be  necefiary, 
why  did  he  not  draw  the  line  ?  Why  has  he 
equivocated  ?  Or,  if  he  could  not  annex  the 
proper  time  to  perform  it,  why  did  he  write  ? 

"  A  mortification  of  the  prepuce  is  fome- 
times  the  confequence,  when  attended 
"  with  violent  inflammation,  even  without 
any  previous  operation  j  and  1  have  feeii 
' "  cafes,  where  the  glans,  and  part  of  the 
"  penis,  have  mortified,  while  the  prepuce 
"  has  kept  its  ground."     Even  without  the 
operation,  fays  the  Profefibr.    Docs  he  mean 
to  fay,  that  the  intention  of  the  operation 
was  to  promote,  and  not  to  prevent  mortifi- 
cation ? 
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cation  ?  Does  he  mean  to  fay,  if,  in  this  in- 
ftance  he  had,  at  a  fitting  time,  performed 
the  operation,  that  fuch  mortification  and 
deftruftion  of  parts  would  have  fo  com- 
pleatly  gone  on  ?  If  he  does,  I  do  hot.  lii 
my  opinion,  and.  I  appeal  to  my  readers,  the 
Profeflbr  has  betrayed  much  chirurgical  ig- 
norance :  He  feems  to  have  had  no  fettled 
opinion  upon  the  fubjecl.  For,  if  ever  there 
were  a  cafe  when  the  operation  fhould  have 
been  fubmitted  to,  that  was  the  very  cafe 
which  he  has  here  noticed,  and  where  it  was 
not  performed.  The  danger  of  an  operation 
is  a  fubordinate  confideration  to  the  danger 
of  a  concealed  chancre,  conditioned,  as  I  have 
already  ftated,  and  muft  be  hazarded. 

Page  237. 
5.  Of  the  Conjlitutiojial  Treaf77jait  of  Phymoji's, 

"  Is  mercury  to  be  given  freely,  to  get  rid 
of  the  firft  caufe  ?  Or  docs  that  medicine 

"  increafe  the  eftect,  while  it  deftroys  the 

"  caufe  ?  Nothing  but  experience  can  deter- 
mine  this." — Bark  is  the  medicine  that 

"  probably  will  be  of  moft  general  ufe  ; 

"  opium,  in  moft  cafes  of  this  kind,  will  be 

"  alfo 
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alfo  of  fingular  fervice.  The  bark  fliould  be 
given  in  large  quantities  along  with  mercury, 
while  the  virus  is  ftill  fuppofed  to  exift  ;  but 
if  the  inflammation  be  veiy  great,  "  bark 
mull:  be  given  alone'' 

Page  238. 

6.  Of  the  Treatment  of  the  Paraphyj7iofis  from 

Chancres. 

The  relief  that  is  to  be  given  is  fo  obvious 
to  every  pra6litioner,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  fay 
more,  than  that  a  ftri6lure  which  threatens 
danger  to  the  parts,  fliould  be  divided.  But 
when  the  fymptoms  do  not  exacl  this  re- 
fourcc,  the  fame  methods  recommended  for 
phymofis,  are  fitting  for  this. 

Page  239. 

7  .Of  the  Cure  of  Chancres  ^  hy  Mercury  given 

« 

internally. 

And  here  we  have,  perhaps,  not  only  as  they 
i  cfcr  to  this  fubje6l  immediately,  but  alfo  as 
(hey  bear  relation  to  pafl  opinions,  fuch 
I  ftring  of  contradictory  afTertions,  fo  un- 
jualificd,  and  fo  expofed  to  obvious  detec- 

Par T  TIL  F  tion, 
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tion,  that  it  can  hardly  be  decided  to  what 
caufe  to  affign  them.  If  the  Profeflbr  be 
right  in  one  paragraph  by  chance,  it  is  op- 
pofed  in  the  next.  If  we  are  inftrudted  to 
follow  this  fyftem  here,  it  is  contradi6led  by 
another  immediately  after.  We  are  kept  in 
a  flate  of  fufpence  betwixt  both,  like  the 
tomb  of  Mahomet,  continually  antagonifed 
by  contrary  attractions. 

"  In  every  chancre,  let  it  be  ever  fo  flight, 
*'  mercury  fhould  be  given  internally  3  even 
"  in  thofe  cafes  where  they  are  deftroyed  on 

their  firft  appearance." 

"  The  fimpleft  method  of  treating  a  chan- 
"  ere,  is  by  deftroying  or  extirpating  it, 

whereby  it  is  reduced  to  a  common  forc 

"  or  wound,  and  heals  up  as  fuch."*  

"  I  have  diire6led  a  chancre  out,  and  the  fore 
"  has  healed  up  without  any  other  treat- 

"  ment  than  common  dreffings."-f'  "  The 

"  cure  of  a  chancre  is  a  different  thing  from 
"  its  deftru6lion  ;  medicine  is  necelTary,  that 

is,  merc\iry."4; 

"  Who-. 

•-Page  228.  t  Page  229.  i  Page  2?o. 
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"  When  the  fore  has  put  on  a  healthy 
"  look,  when  the  hard  bafis  has  become 
"  foft,  and  it  has  Ikinned  over  kindly,  it 

may  be  looked  upon  as  cured."  "  But 

in  very  large  chancres,  it  may  not  be  al- 
• '  ways  neceflary  to  continue  the  application 
"  of  mercury,  either  for  external  or  internal 
■  '  action,  till  the  fore  is  healed." — "  A  large 
chancre  may  be  deprived  of  its  venereal 
action  long  before  it  is  Ikinned  over  J  but 
a  fmall  one  may  probably  (kin  over  before 
the  venereal  aftion  is  entirely  fubdued." 
"  It  will  be  erring  on  the  fafe  fide,  to 
'  continue  the  medicine  a  little  lonoer." 

Chap  V.    Sed.  i. 

Of  Difpofitio7j  to  new  Difeafes  taking  place 
during  the  Cure  of  Chancres, 

"  The  ulceration  on  the  in  fide  of  the  pre- 
"  puce  will  fometimes  increafe,  and  run  be- 

tween  the  fkin  and  the  body  of  the  penis, 
"  and  eat  holes  through  in  different  places, 

till  the  whole  is  reduced  to  a  number  of 
"  ragged  fores.    The  glans  often  fliares  the 

fame  fate,  till  more  or  lefs  of  it  is  gone  ; 
"  frequently  the  urethra  at  this  part  is 
"  wholly  ulcerated  away,   and  the  urine 

I'  2  "  comes 
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comes  out  fome  way  further  back.  If  a 
"  ftop  is  not  put  to  the  progrefs  of  the 

difeafe,  the  ulceration  will  continue  till 
"  the  parts  are  entirely  defcroyed.  I  fufpe6l 
"  that  fome  of  thefe  cafes  are  fcrofulous. 
"  As  this  is  an  acute  cafe,  immediate  relief 
"  fliould  begiven,  if  poflible."  As  the  Pro- 
feflbr  has  not  yet  launched  out  into  a  theo- 
retical explanation  of  what  he  mieans  by 
"  new  difeafes,"  I  fliall,  and  it  will  here  fuf- 
fice  for  me  to  flatly  deny,  that  the  condition 
above  defcribed  is  a  "  new  difeafe."  It  is  an 
affertion  arifing  out  of  the  loweft  of  all  ideas, 
and  fignifying  nothing.  He  declares,  that 
"  no  rational  method  of  treating  it  can  be 
"  determined  j"  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
that  he,  not  knowing  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  of  courfe  cannot  determine  upon  a 
rational  method  of  curing  it.  Mercury  is 
given  up  entirely,  and  the  difeafe  is  aban- 
doned to  chance.  Sarfaparilla,  German  diet- 
drink,  extra6l  of  hemlock,  and  fca-bathing, 
are  fubftituted  ;  opium  alfo.  But  even  bark 
is  left  out  of  the  catalogue.  I  lhall  not 
enter  into  a  minute  invef}:jgation  of  tliis 
ilage  of  the  venereal  difeafe  here  ;  I  know  a 
yet  more  fitting  time  for  it.  But  now  I 
have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  off  another 

fcojT 
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fcore  with  the  ProfefTor.    In  treathig  of 
gonorrhoea,  what  was  then  the  language  r 
Did  he  not  then  hold  out  to  us  a  promife, 
that  mercury  was  a  fpecifick  for  every  other 
form  of  the  difeafe  but  gonorrhoea  ?*  And 
did  he  not  then  endeavour  to  prove,  that 
the  great  variety  of  inje6lions,  and  every 
inflammation  getting  well  during  their 
^'  ufe,  were  ftrong  corroborating  circum^ 
fiances  in  favour  of  the  opinion,  that 
^'  every  fuch  complaint  will,  in  time,  cure 
f '  itfelf ."f    And  did  I  not  then  afk  the  Pro- 
feflbr,  if  there  were  not  more  than  one  way 
fometimes  necefiary  to  cure  a  chancre  ?  t 
What  is  the  anfwer  now  given  to  the  queftion 
I  then  put  to  him  ?  Does  he  not  aid,  or 
change,  or  omit  mercury  altogether,  for  the 
cure  of  chancres  in  the  condition  before  us  ? 
And  becaufc  he  is  fo  driven  to  fuch  a  necef- 
fity,  does  he  draw  fuch  an  inference  in  the 
cafe  of  chancre,  as  he  did  in  gonorrhoea  ? 
That  the  great  variety  of  remedies,  and  every 
chancre  at  leafl  getting  well  during  their  ufe, 
are  flrong  corroborating  circuraltances  in, 
favour  of  the  opinion,  that  every  fuch  com^ 
plaint  will,  in  time,  cure  itfelf  ?  No,  fays  the 
Profeffor,  I  have  cured  the  chancre  ;  it  isi  no 

longer 

•  Page  69.      t  Page  74.     I  Obferv.  Purt  \.  p.  88. 
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longer  venereal  j  mercury  is  a  fpeclfick  for 
the  cure  of  chancre  ;  and  although  you  now 
fee  an  ulcer  much  more  formidable  than  it 
was  a  week  ago,  and  although  you  fee  it 
fpreading  at  fuch  a  rate,  that  the  deftruclion 
of  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  penis  is  threat- 
ened, yet  I  have  cured  the  chancre,  and  mer- 
cury has  been  my  fpecifick.  And  what  does 
he  call  this  prefent  difeafe,  this  continua- 
tion of  chancre  ?  Why  he  calls  it  "  a  new 
difeafe 

Let  us  hypothetically  put  the  cafe,  that 
Saturday  is  the  day  on  which  the  ProfelTor 
£rft  announces  to  the  patient,  in  the  hearing 
of  the  nurfe,  that  the  chancre  is  now  too  bad 
to  be  any  longer  confidered  as  venereal  j  that 
in  fact  it  is  not  now  venereal,  but  that  that 
which  the  patient  feels,  and  the  nurfe  fees,  is 
now  a  new  difeafe.'^  The  confternation 
of  the  patient,  the  curiofity  of  the  nurfe,  the 
profundity  of  the  Profeffor,  form  a  ftriking 
group  !  On  what  day,  afks  the  nurfe,  did  the 
venereal  difeafe  leave  my  poor  mailer  ?  Aye, 
fays  the  patient,  recovering  a  little  from  his 
defponding  dilemma,  was  it  on  the  fame  day 
that  the  new  difeafe  came  on  upon  me,  or 
yefterday,  or  the  day  before  yefterday,  or 

when  r 
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when  ?  How  was  this  invifible  revolution 
brought  about  ?  Was  the  old  king  of  terrors 
dethroned,  or  did  he  abdicate,  or  was  he 
ftrangled  by  mercuiy  ?  And  who  is  this  new 
king  of  terrors,  this  worft  of  ufurpers,  who 
fat  him  up,  and  what  are  his  pretenfions  ? 
It  is  "a  new  difeafe,"  fays  the  ProfelTor. 
It  was  "  to  be,"  fays  the  nurfe. 

Let  us  alfo  hypothetically  put  the  cafe, 
how  the  pupils  of  the  ProfefTor  would  reafon 
upon  this  ?  Says  the  firfl,  I  cannot  under- 
ftand  what  he  means  by  a  new  difeafe." 
Says  the  fecond,  the  Profeffor  tells  us  that 
it  is  "  fcrofulous."  Says  the  third,  I  thought 
fcrofulous  complaints  were  chronic,  and 
moftly  hereditary  j  but  the  Profeffor  tells 
us,  that  this  is  an  "  acute  difeafe,"  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  fame  fentence  where  he  fiif- 
pe6ls  it  to  be  ^'  fcrofulous."  Says  the  fourth, 
what  arrogance  it  is  in  you  three,  to  prefume 
to  underftand  him  in  the  firft  courfe,  when 
I,  who  have  been  his  perpetual  pupil,  have 
not  as  yet  caught  half  his  infpirations  ! 


Page 
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Page  253.    Part  V.    Chap.  L 
Gf  Bubo. 

The  Profeflbr  commences  this  chapter 
with  preparing  the  minds  of  his  readers,  by 
fedu6lion,  inftead  of  argument,  with  preflmi- 
ing,  that  former  anatomifts  had  not  acqiiir^ 
ed  enough  knowledge  of  the  lymphaticks, 
and  that  furgeons,  in  confequence,  did  not 
know  enough  before  the  prefent  ^ra,  to  treat 
upon  the  true  caufe  of  bubo,  and 'to  deduce 
from  that  true  caufe  a  pra6lice,  founded 
upon  a  fyftem  fo  rational  as  this  he  has  here 
offered  to  our  coiifideration.  "  Prior  to  the 
"  knowledge  of  the  abforbent  fyftem,  we 
"  find  writers  at  a  lofs  how  to  give  a  true 

and  confiftent  explanation  of  many  of  the 
"  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe."  The  ProfefTor 
has  not  left  us  to  conjecture,  at  what  time 
this  dark  ignorance  prevailed ;  but  here,  with 
a  confidence  in  his  literary  povv^ers,  and  with 
a  triumph  from  his  theoretick  andpra6lical 
pre-eminence,  his  vanity  has  got  the  better 
of  his  prudence:  In  thofe  prudential  and 
cautious  moments,  he  declares,  that  he  never 
reads    yet,  if  there  be  any  honours  to  pluck, 

if 
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if  Other  authors  are  to  floop  for  him,  to  raife 
his  fame  upon  their  fhoulders,  why  then  he 
reads.  Yet  he  may  find  himfelf  difappoint- 
ed  even  here,  as  when  he  attempts  to  foar  by 
his  own  innate  genius,  by  liis  own  and  new 
opinions  !  What  advancement  in  the  doc- 
trine of  abforbents  has  he  made  ?  We  h.ear 
nothing  of  him,  or  read  nothing  more  of 
him,  than  that  he  was  an  evidence  for  a  bro- 
ther, in  his  difputes  with  Pott  and  the  Mon- 
ros.*  I  beg  his  pardon  ;  I  had  almoft  for- 
fotten  :  He  tells  us,  that  lince  the  know- 
ledge of  the  abforbent  fyftem,  he  has  difco- 
vered,  that  ulcers  may  be  produced  from  ab- 
forption,-j-  and  that  the  foUds  of  animal 
"  bodies  are  equally  capable  of  being  ab- 
"  forbed  as  the  fluids.":};  Abforbents  may 
take  up  what  was  folid,  that  is,  when  bones 
are  in  a  diiTolved  flate.  Naturalifts  know, 
that,  if  a  centipede  be  confined  with  her 
young  in  a  flopple  bottle,  without  any  food, 
the  ''oung  will  devour  their  mother,  and 
that  they  aftervv-ards  will  go  on  in  devour- 
ing each  other ;  but  before  the  days  of  the 
ProfeiTor  wc  had  yet  to  learn  that  we  de- 
V  ourcd  ourfclvcs ! 

Part  III.  G  The 

'  Vide  Dr.  Hunter's  CqmmenU    f  144. 
;  Shfklon  on  the  Abforb.-nt  ilyllcm,  p,  29. 
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The  njrmes  of  the  rerpe6lable  authors 
whofe  ideas  did  not  reacli,   for  want  of 
anatomical  fcience,  that  exact  acme  which 
the  Profeflbr  thinks  he  has  arrived  -^t,  in 
order  to  account  for  bubo  and  to  cure  bubo, 
are  Heifter,  Aftruc,  Cowper,  Drake,  Boer- 
haave,  Freke,   Gataker.  When  he  comes 
down  to  Chapman's  fecond  edition,  1770,* 
there  he  ftops,  for  then  Dr.  William  Hunter 
had  taught  enough  \  for  he  fays,  at  that 
time  the  knowledge  of  lymphaticks  being 
the  fyftem    of  abforbents,  was  generally 
known.    It  is  only  neceflary  for  my  argu- 
ment to  prepare  my  reader's  attention  to 
two  obje6ls.     What  was  known  of  the 
lymphaticks  by  the  moft  eminent  anato- 
milb  when  thefe  authors  wrote  j  and  what 
of  that  knowledge  they  have  difplayed  in 
their  feveral  publications.   By  thefe,  it  will 
appear  to  my  readers  whether  they  failed  of 
the  neceifary  information  both  to  account 
for  bubo,  as  well  as  to  cure  it;  and  whether 
the  boafbed  pre-eminence  of  the  Profellbr 
in  both  thefe  objefts,  refpefling  the  caiif'e 
and  cure  of  bubo,  be  true  or  falfe. 

I  ihnll 

*  The  firft  edition  was  in  1755.  If  there  be  nothing  i '  ^' 
advanced  in  the  lecond  edition,  why  did  the  Profeflbr  q  .  ' 
tlie  lec«ndinil«ti  •f  the  firft  ?  The  intention  is  obvioii'. 
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I  ihall,  for  the  general  hiftory  of  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem,  refer  my  readers  to  Sheldon 
and  for  the  knowledge  of  that  fyftem  at  the 
period  that  Haller  took  it  up,  to  the  works 
of  Haller.  The  former  begins  to  be  uni- 
verfally  known ;  his  genius  and  candour  my 
pen  can  only  permit  me  to  admire,  it  can 
neither  adorn  nor  exalt.  The  fame  of  the 
latter  is  already  fixed.  A  Tour  to  the  Con- 
tinent made  by  Dr.  William  Hunter,  vvhofe 
induflry  and  profeflional  love  of  fame  would 
never  permit  him  to  be  outrivalled,  qualified 
him  with  all  the  knowledge  of  the  abforbent 
fyftem  that  was  then  taught.  He  brought 
home  all  the  improvements  that  were  there 
made.  His  leclures  in  London  were  en- 
riched by  them.  The  Do6lors  Monro  did 
the  fame  in  Scotland.  The  concealed  ground 
of  their  difputes  is  thus  proved,*  that  as 
they  each  boafted  of  the  fame  ideas  and  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  each  had  imported  ihem 
from  the  Profcfibrs  on  the  Continent. 

The  only  way  to  afcertain  what  Aftriic 
k-new,  is  by  what  he  has  written  ;  for  the 
Profefibr  pofitively,  but  I  will  prove,  falfely 

G  2  fays. 


•  Vide  Dr.  Hunter's  Coramcnlnrle'?. 


(    5^  ) 

fays,  "  That  his  ideas  are  become  now  iinin- 
telhg'ble."  Aftruc  fays  that  a  caufe  of  ve- 
nereal bubo  is  from  the  venereal  infe^lion 
"  jufl  admitted,  which  being  abforbed  in 
ce  tain  parts,  is  carried  with  the  refluent 
'*  lymph  into  the  glands,  to  which  that 
"  lymph  is  determined  by  the  laws  of 
*'  the  circulation."*  A  ftronger  definition 
of  the  prefent  known  idea,  of  the  infeciicn 
being  conveyed  by  the  abforbents,  cannot 
now  be  given  by  the  moil  eminent  logician 
in  the  world.  What  the  ProfefTor  quotes 
from  Drake,  to  prove  that  he  knew  not 
enough  of  the  fyftem  of  lymphaticks,  he 
found  ill  Turner, -f-  Turner  quotes  that 
from  Drake,  to  prove  that  lie  knew  the 
true  caufe  how  bubo  was  produced  from 
abforbed  virus,  which  t]ie  Profeflbr  has  taken 
out  of  Turner  to  prove  the  contrary.  He 
begins  where  Turner  bv:gins  the  quotation, 
and  ends  where  Tiu'ner  ends  it.  Here  I 
lhall  drop  hisTiterary  fame,  and  p]-oceed  to 
Ibmething  elfe,  firft  obferving,  that  when  I 
come  to  his  eminent  method  of  cure,  I  AkiII 
compare  that  alfo,  by  refeiTing  back  again 
to  thofe  authors. 

Ti. 

*  Vide  Allruc,  book  III.    p.  338. 
t  Page  52,  Comment,  oa  iVftnic. 
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The  Profeflbr  calls  "  every  abcefs  in  the 
abforbing  fyftem,  whether  in  the  veflels 
or  glands,  arifing  in  confequence  of  the 
abforption  of  venereal  matter,  a  bubo. 
This  matter,  when,  abforbed  by  four  dif- 
"  fcrent  furfaces,  which  are  common  fur- 
"  faces,  wounds,  inflamed  furfaces,  and  ul- 
"  cers,  is  carried  along  the  abforbent  vef^ 
fels  to  the  common  circulation,  and  in  its 
*'  pafTage  often  produces   the   fpecific  in- 
"  flammation  in  thefe  veflels ;  the  cor  fe- 
quence  of  which  is,  the   formation  of 
buboes,  which  are  venereal  abcefles  ex- 
a61:ly  fimilar  in  their  nature  and  eifecls 
to  a  chancre,  the  only  difference  being  in 
"  flze."    The  Profeflbr  alfo  fays,  "  That 
"  as  this  fyftem  of  veflx^ls  may  be  divided 
into  two  clafles-,  the  veflels  themfelves, 
"  and  their  ramifications,  and  convolutions, 
called  the  lymphatic  glands,  he  fliall  fol- 
low  the  fame  diviflon  in  tr;  ating  of  the 
"  inflammation."    And  it  is  my  duty  to 
wait  upon  the  Profeflbr,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine what  is  original,  what  is  profitable, 
and  what  is  preferable  to  the  knowledge  and 
praclice  of  thofe  who  have  already  gone  be- 
fore him,  and  alfo  of  his  cotemporaries. 
And  here  I  cannot  lielp  remarking,  that  the 
Profeflbr  has,   throughout  his  theory  on 

bubo, 


/ 
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bubo,  and  efpecially  in  page  261,  borrowed 
from  Aftruc,  in  his  feftion  the  fixth,  treat- 
ing "  on  inferences  drawn  from  the  etiology 
"  of  buboes."  Let  any  of  my  readers  compare 
the  two,  and  they  will  find  mv  afiertion  to 
be  true.  Notwithftanding  Aftruc's  *'  ideas 
"  be  now  almoft  unintelligible,"  yet  the  Pro- 
feflbr  difcovers  enough  of  the  virtuofo  to 
expound  a  good  thought  in  him,  in  fpite  of 
the  ruft  with  which  it  is  enveloped.  Aftruc 
tries  to  account  for  the  irritation  of  external 
glands  by  venereal  virus.  External  glands," 
fays  he,  "  are  more  expofed  to  cold  air  j  be- 
fides,  the  internal  glands  are  guarded  from 
"  blows,  .attrition  and  preifure  ;  by  the  re- 
"  verfe  of  which  circumftances,  we  fee  the 
*'  lymph  is  frequently  excited  to  make  a 
*'  defcent  upon  the  external  glands." 

*'  The  ProfefTor  fays,  "  That  he  has  feena 
"  chain  of  thefe  buboes,  or  little  abcclfes, 

along  the  upper  part  of  the  penis  through 
"  its  whole  length."  And  fo  have  other  prac- 
titioners and  other  authors.  But  this  is  the 
point  which  I  want  my  readers  to  attend 
^o,  whether  Aftruc,  whom  the  Profeifoj-  has 
charged  with  being  now  unintelligible  from 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  lymphatick  fyllem, 

has 
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has  not  only  feen  them  but  accounted  for 
them  alio.  "  Sometimes,"  fays  Aftruc,  they 
"  are  extended  into  fcirrhous  chords.  If  the 
chancres  which  they  fucceeded  were  in  a 
"  continued  feries,  the  veflels   are  turgid 
"  with  the  colle£led  lymph;  therefore  the 
"  thinner   parts  of  the    lymph  will  be 
"  obliged  to  tranfude  from  the  force  of  the 
"  preflure."*    But  Turner,,  in  his  Com- 
mentary on  Aftruc,  explains  this  as  clear  as 
demonftration  can  make  it.    "  Cylindrical 
"  chords,  extending  from  its  apex  along  the 
"  dorfum  penis  to  the  pubes,  made  up  of 
*^  the  lymphatick  veflels,  hardened  by  the 
"  lymph  infpiflated  therein,  and  feeling  like 
"  a  piece  of  whipchord,  as  Aftruc  rightly 
demonftrates  them,  fmall  chords. "f  What 
fays  the  Profeftbr  more  or  better  than  this  ? 

The  thickening,  or  the  formation  of  this 
"  hard  chord,  probably  arifes  from  the 
thickening  of  the  coats  of  the  abforbents 
"  joined  with  the  extravafation  of  coacrula- 
"  ble  lymph."  And  yet  we  muft  fwallow 
the  belief  that  "  the  ideas  of  Aftruc  are 
now  unintelligible then  fo  are  Turner's, 

fo 

*  Page  378,  book  HI.  ch.  8 
t  Turner's  Comment,  on  Allruc,  p.  73. 
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fo  would  Pott's  have  been  on  the  Decay  of 
the  Tefticle,*  and  fo  would  Camper's,  and 
lb  would  many  others  now  living,  if  the 
Profellbr's  illiberality  were  not  conilrained 
from  that  very  caufe,  and  if  it  had  not 
actually  been  conftrained  !  But  the  Profeflbr, 
like  the  old  obftinate  Knight  in  Rabelais-., 
fwallows  a  chimera  every  morning  for  his 
breakfall ! 

.  Page  263.     Chap.  III. 

Of  the  Lijicimmation  of  Bubces,  and  the  Marks 
that  dijiinguiffj  them  from  the  Swellings  of 
the  Glands. 

I  fliall  only  attend  to  buboes  afcertained 
to  be  venereal.  "  The  true  venereal  bubo, 
"  in  confequence  of  a  chancre,  is  moftcom- 
"  monly  confined  to  one  gland."  This  I 
do  not  think  is  truej  but  as  it  is  matter  of 
of.inion  only,  there  let  it  reff.  It  keeps 
*'  nearly  its  fpecific  diftance  till  fuppuration 
"  has  taken  place,  and  then  becomes  more 

ditFufe."  I  know  that  this  is  not  true ; 
for,  when  fuppuration  does  take  place,  the 

tumour 

*  Vide  Second  Part  of  Obfcrvations,  p.  144-5-6-7: 
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tumour  which  was  previoufly  dlffufed,  now 
begins  to  he  concentrated  more  liberty  is 
given  to  the  circumjacent  inflamed  parts  ; 
the  veflels  are  unloaded,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
tumour  grows  fofter,anddiminifhesof  courfe. 
"  It  is  rapid  in  its  progrefs  from  inflamma- 
"  tion  to  fuppuration  and  ulceration.  The 
"  fuppuration  is  commonly  large  for  the 
"  fize  of  the  gland,  and  but  one  abcefs. 
"  The  pain  is  acute  ;  the  colour  of  the  fkin 
"  where  the  inflammation  attacks,  is  of  a 

florid  colour."  '  Here  the  Profeflbr  ftops  in 
his  defcription  of  a  true  venereal  inflamma- 
tory bubo.  But  I  believe,  if  I  were  to  give 
an  outline  from  nature  ;  if  I  were  to  take 
the  whole  of  the  fymptoms  arifmg  from  in-- 
flammatory  bubo  into  niy  defcription  j  if  I 
had  no  other  intention,  but  that  of  laying 
before  my  readers,  not  only  the  truth,  but 
alfo  the  whole  of  that  truth  •  if  I  had  no 
view  in  Concealing  tliat  which  would  not 
anfwer  my  interefted  purpofe  to  difclofe,  that 
I  fhould  have  a£led  more  the  part  of  an 
honeft  man,  I  fliould  have  difcovered  more 
of  true  knowledge,  I  fliould  have  been  ex- 
pofcd  to  fewer  exceptions,  I  fliould  have  run 
lefs  rifk  of  being  betrayed  by  the  fufpicion 
;md  judgement  of  my  readers,  than  the  Pro- 

Part  Ifl.  H  fcflbr 
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feflbr  has,  by  paying  fome  regard  to  the  vio- 
lence of  the  fymptomatick  fever,  to  the  pro- 
fiife  night  fweats,  which  reduce  the  patient 
often  fo  low,  that  a  fpeclator  who  did  not 
know  the  caufe  would  be  apt  to  fufpe6l,  from 
the  apparent  condition  of  the  patient,  from 
the  quicknefs  of  his  pulfe,  and  from  his 
great  inquietude,  that  he  was  in  the  moft 
imminent  danger.  Why  has  not  the  Profef- 
for  alfo  given  us  a  cafe  in  point,  of  the  Ihort- 
efl  time  that  he  has  known  a  bubo  from  in- 
flammation come  to  abcefs  ?  The  Profef- 
for,  who  has  difcovered  fuch  a  minutenefs, 
fuch  a  nicety  in  other  fubjefts,  to  become 
of  a  fiidden  fo  flovenly  in  this  !  He,  who 
calculates  gonorrhoea,  calculates  chancre,  cal- 
culates mercury,  makes  no  calculation  upon 
the  rapidity  of  bubo  coming  to  abcefs !  Does 
not  the  Profellbr  know  that  thefe  circum- 
flances  attending  bubo>  fuperadded  by  me,  do 
obtain  ?  And  has  he  not  a  defign  in  concealing 
of  them?  That  will,  I  believe,  come  out 
hereafter  to  be  the  truth,  upon  trial. 

"  I  have  known  cafes,  when  the  venereal 
"  matter,  Hke  a  cold  in  fever,  has  only  irri- 

tated  the  glands  to  difeafe,  producing  in 
"  them  fcrophula,  to  which  they  were  predii- 

"  pofed. 
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pofed.    In  fuch  cafes  the  fwellings  com- 

monly  arife  liowly,  give  but  little  pain, 
"  and  leem  to.  be  rather  haftened  in  their 
"  progrefs,  if  mercury  is  given  to  deftroy  the 
"  venereal  difpofition.    Some  come  to  fup- 

puration  while  under  this  refolving  courfe, 
"  and  others  are  fo  indolent,  that  mercury 
"  has  no  effecl  upon  them,  and  in  the  end 
"  get  well,  either  of  themfelves,  or  by  other 

means,  which  I  imagine  may  have  induced 
"  fome  to  think  that  buboes  are  never  vene- 
"  real."  He  who  fat  out  to  write  a  book 
upon  the  leading  principle  of  new  opinions, 
'fliould  have  at  le^ft  guarded  that  principle 
by  a  clofer  attention  to  uniformity  than  has 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  Profefibr.    This  laft 

i 

quotation  applies  againft  him,  both  with  re-^ 
ference  to  paft  alT^rtions,  as  well  as  to  future  j 
but  the  paft  I  fliall  only  obferve  upon  here. 
The  former  logick  of  the  Profefibr,  which 
he  applied  in  treating  on  gonorrhoea,  again 
rifes  up  in  judgement  againfthim,  and  haunts 
him  here,  as  it  did  on  chancre,  "The  great  va- 
"  riety  of  injections  given,  and  every  inflam- 
mation  getting  well  during  their  ufe,  are 
"  ftrong  corroborating  circumftanccs  in  fa- 
"  vour  of  the  opinion  that  every  fuch  com- 
"  plaint  v/ill  in  time  cure  itfelf."*  Why  has 

tlie 

•  I'agc  76. 
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the  Profelfor  deferted  this  logick  ?  Why  docs 
he  not  favour  the  opinions  which  have  induced 
"  fome  to  think  that  buboes  are  never  vene- 
"  real,"  and  that  they  will  in  timecure  them- 
felves,  becaufe  of  "  the  great  variety"  in  their 
treatment!  "  Nil fiiit  unqiiam Jic  impar fM'' 

But  I  trud  that  the  Profeflbr,  although  the 
l>ubo  hath  not  totally  difappeared,  does  not 
mean  to  infer,  that,  hi  fuch  an  inllance, 
had  he  known  what  w^ould  have  been  the 
event,  he  w^ould  not  have  given  mercury  at 
all.  For  a  bubo  fo  conditioned  as  he  defcribes 
the  above,  certainly  was  as  much  venereal, 
as  the  more  inflammatory  buboj  and  as  it 
is  owing  to  the  idiofyncrafy  of  the  perfon  in- 
fected, and  not  to  the  different  quality  of  the 
virus,  that  the  bubo  is  more  acute  in  one  and 
iQuggifh  in  another,  fo  in  both,  the  bubo  is 
the  effe6l  of  venereal  virus,  and  fo  in  both^ 
mufl  the  cure  be  performed  by  mercury. 

Page  270.    Chap  IV. 

^    General  Refe6lt07is  on  the  Cure  of  Buboes. 

I  fhall  fet  out  in  perfect  harmony  with 
fee  Profeflor,  for  fupporting  the  fame  opi- 
nion, That  when  it  is  s^dl  afcertained, 
"  that  a  bubo  is  venereal,  refolution  is  cer- 

tain ly  to-be  attempted,  if  the  bubo  be  in 

a  ftate 
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a  ilate  of  inflammation  only."  And  here 
\vc  agree  again,  "  That  the  refolution  of 
"  thcle  inflammations  depends  principally 
"  upon  mercuiy."  So  far  we  -accompany  -each 
other,  but  no  farther.  We  are  now  arrived  to 
that  point  in  our  journey  where  the  road 
to  the  fame  place  divides ;  the  Profeflbr  takes 
one,  I  the  other.  And  notwithftandi-ng  ins 
long  ftories,  fo  pleafingly  told,  might  lerve 
to  beguile  the  time,  yet  I  muft  refift  ixich 
charms  of  fedu6lion  for  the  object  of  ex- 
ploring tlie  truth,  and  yield  up  the  gratifica- 
tion of  good  fellowfliip  for  the  accomplilli- 
ment  of  my  end ! 

The  Profeflbr  fays,  that  tlie  refolution  of 
thefe  inflammations  depends  not  only  -mpon 
mercuiy,  but  almofl:  abfolutely  upon  the 
"  quantity  that  can  be  made  to  pafs  through 
"  them  J  and  the  cure  of  them,  if  allowed 
"  to  come  to  fuppuration,  depends  upon  the 
"  famecircumfl:ances.  The  quantity  of  mer- 
"  cury  that  can  be  made  to  pafs  through  a 
"  bubo,  depends  principally  upon  the  quan- 
"  lity  of  external  furface  for  abfori:>tion  ;be- 
"  yond  the  bulx)."  What  does  he  mean  by 
hcj(mdr  *^  Mercury  is  to  he  applied  in  the 
molt  advantageous  manner,  that  is,  to 

"  thofe 
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^*  thofe  furfaces  by  an  abforption,  from 
which  it  may  pafs  through  the  difeafed 
^^^'^ gland;  for  by  deftroying  the  difeafe,  there 
-the  Gonflitution  has  lefs  chance  of  bei  g 
^'  contamiriafed*  :  'The'  powers  of  mercury 
may  often  be  increafed  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  apphed.    In  the  cure  of 
"  -buboes,  it  fhould  always  be  made  to  pafs 
into-iih?- conflitution  by  the  fame  way 
"  through  v/hich  the  habit  received  the  poi- 
"  fon  J  and  therefore,  to:effe6t  this,  it  muft 
"  be  appUed  to  the '  months  of  thofe  lym- 
"  phatics  which  pafs  through  the  difeafed 
"  part,  and  which  will  always  be  placed  in 
"  a  furface  beyond  the  difeafe.  But  the  fitu- 
ation  of  many  buboes  is  fuch  as  not  to 
*'  have  much  furface  beyond  them,  and  there- 
by  not  to  allow  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
V -mercury  being  taken  in  in  this  way;  as 
for-  inflance,  thofe  buboes  on  the  body  of 
"  thepenis,  arifnig  from  chancres  on  the 

"  glands  or  the  prepuce."  It  is  firft  to 

"  be  obferved,  whether  the  abforbent  vef- 
"  fels  on  the  body  of  the  penis  are  affected, 
"  or  the  glands  in  the  groin.  If  the  difeafe 
"  be  in  the  groin,  it  muft  be  obferved  in" 
"  which  of  the  three  fituations  of  the  bubo 
"  before  taken  notice  of,  it  is  3  whether  on 

tlic 
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'  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh  and  groin,  on 
'  the  lower  part  of  the  belly,  before  Pou- 
'  part's  ligament,  or  near  to  the  pubes.  If 
'  they  are  on  the  body  of  the  penis,  this 
'  fhews  that  the  abforbents  leading  directly 
'  from  the  furf ace  of  abforption,  are  them^ 
'  felves  difeafed.  If  ill  the  groin,  and  on 
'  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  or  perhaps  a 
'  little  lower  down  than  what  is  commonly 
"  called  the  groin,  then  we  may  fuppofe  it 

is  in  the  glands  common  to  the  penis  and 
"  thigh.    If  high  up,  or  on  the  lower  part 

of  the  belly,  before  Poupart's  ligament, 
"  then  it  is  to  befuppofed  that  thofe  abfor- 

bents  of  the  penis  andfkin  about  the  pu- 
"  bes  pafs  that.  way.  The  knowledge  of 
"  thefe  fituations  is  very  necefTary  for  the  ap- 
"  plication  of  mercury  for  the  cure  byrefo- 
"  lution,  and  for  the  cure  after  fuppuration 
"  has  taken  place."  Whilft  the  genius  of 
the  Profelibr  were  thus  upon  the  wing,  I 
could  have  wiflied  it  had  flown  a  little  far- 
ther before  that  it  had  fettled.  I  could  have 
wiflied  that  it  had  not  found  a  refting  place, 
till  it  had  aflerted  that  buboes  were  never 
diflblved  nor  cured  before  this  great  informa- 
tion came  forth  to  the  world  !  I  fliould  now 
haften  with  alacrity  to  examine,  to  fatisfy 

myfelf, 
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myfelf*,  to  make  up  my  mind,  and  to  impart 
to  my  readers  the  high  advantages  that  were 
to  be  gained  from  thefe  wonderful  effe6^s  of 
his  genius,  to  hold  out  obje£ls  worthy  of  him 
who  defignedthem,  and  to  join  in  the  fullefi: 
admiration  of  their  merit,  if  I  coiifcien^ 
tioufly  could)  but  as  I  cannot,  I  ihall  pro- 
ceed relu6lantly  to  j)roduce  my  arguments 
from  w^hich,  without  fear,  I  am  induced  to 
condem  them.  For  it  is  a  maxim  with  me 
to  reafon  thus :  That  the  man  who  holds 
out  to  me  a  falfe  and  delufive  hope,  flatters 
my  paffion  at  the  expence  of  my  underftand- 
ing,  which,  as  foon  as  1  detedl:,  I  deteft. 

Page  573* 

I .  Of  Rcfohiiicn  of  the  Inflammation  of  the  Ah- 
for  bents  on  the  Pejtis, 

Here  the  Profeflor  fays,  "  that  the  fur- 
"  face  is  not  large  enough  to  take  in  a  quan^ 
*'  tity  of  mercury  fufficient  to  prevent  the 
"  eftefts  of  abforption,  and  therefore  rc- 
fource  is  to  be  had  to  other  means.  Yet 
this  application  is  not  to  be  by  any  means 

negletfed."  "  As  this  furface  is  too 

"  fm.all,  and  as  it  is  neceffary  that  a  larger 
"  quantity  fliould  be  taken  in,  it  becomes 

"  proper 
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proper  to  give  it  either  by  the  mouth,  or 
"  byfri6tion  on  fome  larger  furface." 

Then  at  any  rate,  the  new  project  in  this 
inftance  is  confeffedly,  from  its  inventor,  to 
yield  to  the  old  plan  of  cure.    And  now  let 
us  examine  how  near  to  this  plan  of  cure 
recommended  through  necelTity  by  our  cele- 
brated Author,  the  "  unintelligible"  Aftruc 
approaches,  and  in  the  cure  of  this  very  ve- 
i  nereal  condition!        But  I  would  have  it 
"  remai^ked,"  fays  Aftruc,  "  that  plaifters, 
"  by  virtue  of  the  fliarp  difcutient  medicines, 
of  which  they  in  part  confifl,  and  from 
I  "  their  glutinous  and  flicking  quality,  by 
j     which  they  flop  up  the  pores  of  the  Ikin, 
I  "  and  obftruft  pcrfpiration,  frequently  bring 
a  morbid  heat  upon  the  part ;  and  for  thefe 
I "  reafons,   lefs  fafe  than  mercurial  unc- 
"  tions."  *    The  Profeflbr  has  faid,  and 
falfely,  that  'till  lately,  the  method  of  treat- 
ing buboes  was  to  apply  plaifters  to  them. 
Thus  alfo  Turner  in  his  Commentary  on 
Aftruc  :  "  As  theyarife  gradually  from  in- 
"  fpiffated  Jymph,  fo  alfo  they  difappear,  at 
"  leaft  by  the  help  of  a  little  unclion  and  a 
"  courfe  of  mercury,   unlefs  complicated 
Part  III.  I  with 

*    Aftruc,  p.  381,  chap,  v.  ib.  iii. 
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with  fome  other  fymptoms  which  may  re- 
quire  a  ftri(5ler  regimen/'*    L aft  of  all, 
jwill  appeal  to  the  Faculty,  from  the  oldeft 
to  the  youngeft,  whether  any  other  method 
was  ever  thought  on,  and  whether  this  be 
not  the  exa6l  practice  now  in  general  ufe, 
and  tiiat  which  has  been  conftantly  taught 
.  from  the  days  of  Aftruc  to  the  moment 
of  my  writing. 

Page  274. 
Of  the  Kefolution  of  Buboes  in  the  Groin, 

"  The  inflammation  of  thefe  glands,  is  to 
"  be  treated  exactly  upon  the  fame  principle 
^'  with  the  others  j  but  we  have  in  general  a 
"  larger  furface  of  abforption,  fo  that  we 
"  can  make  a  greater  quantity  of  mercury 
"  pafs  through  the  difeafed  parts."—"  The 
"  length  of  time  the  friftion  fhould  be  con- 
"  tinued,  muft  be  according  to  circumftances. 
"  If  the  bubo  gives  way,  they  muft  be  con- 

tinued  until  it  has  entirely  fubfided,  and 
"  perhaps  Jonger,  on  account  of  the  caufe  oi 
"  it,  a  chancre,  which  may  not  yield  fo  foou 
"  as  the  bubo.    If  it  ftill  goes  on  to  fuppu- 

"  ration. 


*  Turner  on  Aftru  c,  p.  7  3 . 
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'     ration,  the  fiiclions  may,  or  may  not  be 
continued  ;  for  I  do  not  know  for  certain 
"  if  any  thing  is  to  be  gained  by  their  conti- 
"  nuance  in  this  ftate.    The  quantity  here 
recommended  may  affeft  the  mouth,  and 
"  it  muft  alfo  be  regulated  accordingly." 

I  requeft  my  readers  particularly  to  attend 
to  the  laft  quotation.    If  this  method  doth 
not  difperfe  the  bubo,  why  then  it  fuppu- 
rates ;  and  if  it  fhould  fuppurate,  the  Profef- 
for  does  not  know  whether  mercury  fhould  be 
gone  on  with.  But  notwithftanding  the  Pro- 
fefibr's  new  intention  of  cure  is  by  a  remedy 
locally  conduced  to  a  local  difeafe,  it  muft 
;  be  curious,  and  it  is  almoft  ridiculous  to 
,  think,  that  theProfelTor  fhould  recommend  fo 
ftrongly  this  important  new  opinion,  and  yet 
i  dare  not  truft  to  it  ^  for  the  mouth  muft  be  af- 
ifeftcd,  and  the  bubo  may  ftill  come  to  fuppu- 
I  ration,  and  the  method  purfued  after  muft  be 
I"  regulated  accordingly."  I  fuppofe  accord- 
ingly here  muft  mean  "  accordingly."— It  cer- 
tainly is  a  word  full  of  minute  inftruclion !  If 
fuch  is  to  be  the  refult  of  this  promifed  im- 
iprovement,  the  novelty  is  all  a  fi(5t:ion,  an  un- 
>  profitable  conceit !  Aftruc  and  Turner  did  as 
I  much,  and  as  well.  They  took  furface  enough, 

i  2  they 
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they  applied  "  mercury  to  both  thighs,"  and 
"  Turner  alfo  to  the  legs."  They  made  the 
mouth  fore ;  fome  of  the  buboes  under  their 
care  were  difperfed,  and  fome  came  to  ab- 
cefs  ;  fome  were  fluggifh,  and  fome  were 
acute. 

Page  276. 

5.  Of  the  ^antify  of  Mercury  jieceffary  for  th^ 
Refohition  of  a  Bubo. 

"  If  the  reduction  is  obftinsfte,  the  mer- 
"  cury  mufl  be  puflied  as  far  as  can  be  done 
"  without  producing  a  falivation."— "  If 
"  there  be  a  bubo  on  each  fide,  in  fuch  cafes 
"  wemuftnot  fo  much  mind  the  forenefsof 
"  the  mouth,  as  when  there  is  but  one  in  the 
"  fecond  and  third  fituation  of  buboes.  If  we 
"  find  that  moft  probably  a  fufficient  quan- 
"  tity  of  mercury  does  not  pafs  through  them 
"  for  their  refolution,  it  may  be  continued 
*'  to  be  thrown  in  by  the  leg  and  thigh,  to 
*'  a6l  upon  the  conflitution,  as  has  been  al- 

ready  obferved."  In  other  words,  if  this 
conceit  of  mine  does  not  fucceed,  do  not  de- 
pend upon  it,  but  have  recourfe  to  that  v»^hich 

is 
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is  known  never  to  fail,  and  which  eveiy 
body  is  ah'eady  in  full  pofleflion  of. 

I  have  been  thus  profufe  in  my  quotations 
from  the  great  work,  to  the  end  that  my 
readers  may  become  perfe6l  mafters  of  the 
pohit  at  iffue  betwixt  the  Profeflbr  and  me, 
or  rather  betwixt  the  ProfeiTor  and  all  the 
Faculty  in  the  world.  For  it  cannot  be  con- 
cealed, that  I  had  all  along  the  following 
quotation  from  the  Profeflbr  in  my  view; 
and  now  I  tliink  that  I  am  prepared  to  meet 
this  declaration  of  the  Profeflbr,  and  I  hope 
that  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  preparing 
the  minds  of  my  readers  for  the  reception  of 
it  alfo ;  for  a  more  ferious  aflertion,  as  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  reputation  of  an  author, 
never  yet  came  from  the  pen  of  a  man! 
"  This  method  of  refolving  buboes  occur- 
"  red  to  me  at  Belleifle,  in  the  year  1761, 
"  where  I  had  good  opportunities  of  trying 

it  upon  the  foldiers  ;  and  I  can  fay  with 
"  truth,  that  only  three  buboes  have  fup- 
"  purated  under  my  care  fince  that  time, 
"  and  two  of  them  were  in  one  perfon, 
"  where  a  fmall  quantity  of  mercury  had 

confidcrablc  effccls  on  the  conflitution, 

and  therefore  a  fufhcient  quantity  could 

"  not 
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"  not  be  fent  througli  the  two  groins  for 
their  refohition;  but  in  both  cafes  the 
"  fuppurations  were  fmall  in  comparifon  to 
"  what  they  threatened  to  be,  which  I  im- 
"  puted  to  the  mode  of  treatment." 

Here  I  think  it  will  be  neceffary  for  us 
to  paufe  awhile,  to  refle6t  before  we  give 
judgement  upon  this  pledged  fafl,  to  exa- 
mine ourfelves  upon  its  probability,  to  fuf- 
fer  the  naked  independent  alTertion  to  reft 
upon  its  own  validity,  to  put  its  author  out 
of  the  queftion,  to  calh  back  our  attention 
to  attempts  that  we  ourfelves  have  made  to 
difperfe  fome  rapid  inflammatory  buboes,  to 
afk  ourfelves,  whether  we  think,  that  if  we 
had  the  fame  cafes  before  us  again,  we  now 
fliould  be  enabled  certainly  to  fucceed, 
where,  in  fpite  of  our  beft  endeavours,  we 
before  had  failed  in  difperfmg  of  certain 
buboes,  provided  we  now  followed  this  very 
fyftem  which  the  Profeflbr  fo  glories  in! 
And  I  fay  fo  far  for  myfelf,  that  if  I  could 
be  brought  to  believe  that  fo  great  was  the 
fuccefs  attending  this  practice  of  the  Pro- 
fefTor,  and  that  he  could  fay  with  truth, 
that  only  three  buboes  from  under  his  care 
had  fuppurated  fmcc  the  year  1761,  and 

indeed 
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indeed  thefe  three  are  no  exceptions,  for  he 
could  not  apply  that  requifite  power  to  dif- 
perfe  them  which  was  necefTary,  therefore 
I  confider  them  as  no  exceptions,  I  would 
be  foremoft  direclly  in  declaring  that  this 
one  fmgle  a6l  of  fcience  by  far  atoned  for  all 
his  more  material  errors  j  I  would  inftantly 
ceafe  to  make  another  obfervation  upon  his 
wrong  opinions  j  I  would  employ  my  pen  in 
gratitude  and  praife  of  fo  much  genius,  fo 
profitably  exerted ;  and  I  would  be  proud  to 
grace  his  triumph,  and  to  affift  in  placing 
the  laurel  on  his  brow. 

But  if  on  the  contrary,  it  fhould  here- 
after appear,  that  the  conflant  practice  has 
been  to  choofe  the  furface  on  the  fame  fide 
with  the  bubo,  to  adminifter  there  the  oint- 
ment, where  the  violence  of  the  fever  did 
not  forbid  it,  to  pufh  the  fri6lion  to  an  ex- 
tremity ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  notwithftand- 
ing  felf-evident  to  the  knowledge  of  every 
other  pradlitioner  but  of  the  Profeffor,  that 
all  buboes  cannot  be  difperfed  even  where 
mercury  can  be  ufed  with  freedom,  that  the 
fame  means  fhall  be  employed  to  two  bu- 
boes in  their  carlieft  (lages,  that  thefe  means 
lhall  be  exerted  in  the  mofl  prelfing  man- 
ner. 
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ner,  that  even  merely  to  indulge  an  idea 
that  promifed  nothingj  but  in  order  to  put 
it  to  the  tefl,  that  even  all  thefe  little  little- 
nefles  dwelt  upon  by  the  Profeflbr  have  been 
followed  in  the  exa6lell:  and  niceft  manner  ; 
I  fay,  if  this  fiiould  appear,  (and  I  know  that 
it  can  be  made  to  appear)  and  after  all,  if 
that  buboes  do  in  the  fame  proportion  con- 
tinue to  come  to  abcefs,  then  let  the  Pro- 
feffor  look  to  himfelf,  then  let  him  look 
back  to  what  he  hath  pledged  himfelf  to, 
and  to  what  he  hath  loH: !  Has  he  not  al- 
ready provided  us  with  inftruclions  for 
treating  buboes  that  refift  this  power  of  his  ? 
And  has  he  not  declared  already  that  "  fome 
"  come  to  fuppuration  while  under  this  re- 
folving  courfe  ?"  Then  let  him  take  care 
that  in  no  future  part  of  his  work  he  does  not 
further  contradict  this  folemn  declaration; 
that  in  future  palTages  we  find  no  cafes  of 
buboes  under  his  care  coming  to  abcefs,  but 
three;  for  if  it  fliould  hereafter  be  proved 
that  there  are  inftances  to  the  contrary,  he 
furely,  who  has  been  fo  regardlefs  of  his  own 
honour  as  to  fport  with  it  in  fuch  wanton 
loofenefs,  cannot  expe6l  that  others  who  fit 
in  judgement  upon  it,  will  conceal  what 
he  has  taken  fo  mucli  pains  to  expole. 
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f  Wc  have  been  already  told,  that  all  gonor- 
rhoeas ceafe  without  medical  help  j  we  have 
been  told  of  the  fafe  application  of  cauftick 
in  all  inftances  whatfoever  we  have  been  told 
of  harmlefs  conne61:ions  in  a  ftate  of  difeafe; 
we  have  been  told  that  extravagant  recom- 
mendations of  any  particular  remedy  are  not 
vi^ithout  their  ufe  j  we  have  read  a  chapter  on 

I  onanifm  j  we  have  been  told  that  this  very 
book  hath  been  forbidden  abroad,  and  we 

i  know  that  it  has  gained  no  profelytes  at 
home :  confidering  therefore  this  declaration 
from  the  Profeflbr  as  it  ftands  alone,  I 
pofitively  declare  that  I  do  not  believe  it 
and,  taking  in  other  circumftances  that  he 
ftands  as  ftrongly  pledged  upon,  if  I  had  my 
doubts  before,  thefe  and  the  general  difregard 

,  which  he  has  throughout  fliewn  to  unifor- 

j  mity,  would  make  me  fling  it  out  of  my  belief 

'  altogether. 

I 

Let  us  for  a  moment  examine  what  it  is 
that  the  Profeflbr  does,  (now  that  we  have 
i  feen  what  it  is  that  he  has  fliid)  to  procure 
fuch  extravagant  fuccefs.     Is  it  by  pufhing 
I  mercury  through  a  gland,  inflamed  and  irri- 
I  tated  by  venereal  virus  ?  So  far  it  only  appears, 
fthat  he  is  applying  a  local  remedy  to  a  local 
ifFe61:ion.    But  does  he  know  that  mercury 
Part  III.  K  will 
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will  pafs  through  this  gland  ?  Has  he  proved 
to  us  that  it  will  ?  When  he  boafts  of  thepower 
of  paffing  mercury  through  the  difeafed  gland, 
and  when  heboafts,  that  by  this  method,  he 
difperfes  the  bubo,  does  he  himfelf  truft  to  it 
altogether  ?  When  he  talks  of  taking  a  large 
furface,  does  he  mean  to  infinuate  that  he,  at 
the  fame  time,  intends  only  to  pufh  the  mer- 
cury through  the  difeafed  gland  ?  Suppo- 
fmg  that  every  gland  on  one  fide  were  abfo- 
lutely  in  a  ftate  of  inflammation,  fo  that  the 
mercury  could  not  pafs  into  the  habit,  but 
through  difeafed  glands,  does  the  Profef- 
for  conceive  that  mercury  would  not  find 
more  difficulty  in  paffing  into  the  habit, 
than  it  would,  if  feme  of  thefe  glands  had 
been  in  a  found  ftate  ?  But  thefe  are  the 
material  queftions  I  mean  to  put  to  the  Prc- 
felibr.  He  fays  that  a  bubo  is  local,  and  I 
agree  to  it.  If  he  finds  that  the  application 
of  mercury  direftly  through  the  gland  dif- 
folves  the  bubo,  why  does  he  do,  as  we  are  all 
in  the  pra6lice  of  doing ;  why  does  he  take  a. 
large  furface  ?  Why  the  thighs  and  the  legs  ? 
Why  does  he  take  the  chaiice  of  paffimg  the 
mercury  through  the  found  glands,  as  well  as 
the  difeafed  ones,  which  we  do  ?  Why  does 
he  pufli  mercury  as  much,  if  not  more  than  we 
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do  ?  Why  does  he  make  the  mouth  fore,  as 
well  as  we  do  ?  Why  does  he  talk  of  local 
power,  and  not  trufl  local  power  ?  Why 
does  he  boaft  of  the  pre-eminence  of  his  local 
theory,  and  give  us  its  fuccefs  in  words,  when 
he  dares  not  rely  upon  it  ?  And  why  does  he 
follow  in  deeds  that  other  method,  to  obtain 
the  fame  fuccefs  in  pratlice,  which  we  all  do  ? 

Here  it  is  accounted  for,  why  the  Profef- 
for  was  fo  abrupt  in  his  defcription  of  in- 
flammatory bubo  ;  and  here  it  is  alfo  account- 
ed for,  why  he  concealed  the  fliorteft  time 
that  a  bubo  may  come  to  abcefs  ,  and  why 
he  funk  altogether  the  impolfibiiity  of  rub- 
bing in  mercury,  on  account  of  the  violence 
of  the  fymptomatick  fever.  ' '  I  know  th js  man 

better  than  any  of  you.."* 

Page  277, 

7.  Of  the  Treatment  of  Buboes  wken  they  fiip-' 

pur  ate. 

After  every  known  method  has  been 
"  ufed,  buboes  cannot  in  all  cafes  be  re- 
"  folved,  but  come  to  fuppuration."  Does 
not  this  affertion  come  too  clofe  after  a  for- 
mer? Others  may  be  aftoniflied,  but  I  am 
not.    "  Buboes  mufl  be  allowed  to  eo  to 

fup- 

*  Junius. 
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"  fuppuration  rather  than  afred  the  conftl^ 
tution  too  much  by  mercury." — "  Some 
buboes  come  to  luppuration  whilfc  under 

"  a  refolving  courfe.-'  * 

"  It  may  admit  of  a  difpute,  whether  the 
"  apphcation  of  mercury  fliould  be  con- 

tinned  or  not  through  the  Vv^hole  of  the 
"  fuppuration  ?"  I  think  that  the  Profeflor 
is  lefs  able  to  anfwer  this  queftion  than  any 
man  j  he  who  can  and  hath  difTolved  every 
bubo  but  three.  With  refpe6l  to  opening 
the  bubo,  that  the  Profeflbr  very  kindly 
leaves  to  thofe  who  fuffer  them  to  come  to 
abcefs.  The  ProfeiTor  tells  us,  that  he 
once  opened  two  buboes  in  the  fame  perfon, 
the  one  with  cauflick,  the  other  with  lan- 
cet, and  that  the  patient  preferred  the  for- 
mer. "  Giving  mercury  in  thefe  cafes  an- 
"  fwers  two  purpofes  5  it  alTifts  the  external 
5'  applications  to  cure  the  buboes,  and  it 
"  prevents  the  eiFefts  of  the  conftant  ab- 
"  forption  of  the  venereal  matter  from  the 
"  fore." 

Page  280.    Chap  V. 

Of  fome  of  the^  Confeqiiences  of  Buboes. 
"  It  fometimes  happens  that  thefe  fores 
when  lofmg,  or  entirely  deprived  of  the 

venereal 

*  Page  26;. 
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"  venereal  difpofition,  form  into  a  fore  of 
*'  another  kind,  and  moft  probably  of  va- 
"  rious  kinds.     How  far  it  is  a  difeafc 
arifnig  from  a  venereal  teint,  and  the 
effecls  of  a  mercurial  courfe  jointly,  is 
not  certain,  but  moft  probably  thefe  two 
have  fome  fliare  in  forming  the  difeafe." 
'  ^'  I  am  apt  to  fufpe6l  fomething  fcrofulous 
in  thefe,  efpecially  as  they  are  difeafes  of 
the  lymphatic  glands."    By  this  little  fpe- 
I  cimen  which  I  have  laid  before  my  readers, 
it  muft  obvioufly  appear  to  them  tliat  the 
ProfefTor,  with  all  his  pretended  penetration, 
with  all  his  comparative  p)owers,  with  all 
I  his  borrowed  knowledge,  obtained  by  con- 
I  ferences  and  correfpondences,  is  as  much 
j  at  a  lofs  as  ever  man  was,  to  account  for 
thefe  appearances  not  only  in  bubo,  but 
alfo  in  chancre.    For  the  ProfelTor  hath  al- 
ready avowed,  and  in  that  I  agree  with  him, 
'.  that  thefe  ulcers,  fo  conditioned,  are  the 
I  famic  in  their  nature,  both  in  chancre  and 
bubo.    "  Buboes  are  venereal  abceffes  exa6lly 
"  fimilar  in  their  nature  and  effefts  to  a 
"  chancre,   the  only  difference  being  in 
"  fize."*    Having  afcertained  fo  much,  I 
fliall  make  a  few  obfervations,  in  order  to 
give  my  readers  the  opportunity  of  judging 

whether 

I,  *  Page  258. 
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whether  the  Profellbr  be  ferioiis  when  he 
calls  thefe  appearances  "  a  new  difeafe 
or  whether  alfo  he  has  acquired  reputation 
for  acute  intuition,  by  fufpefting  that  this 
"  new  difeafe  is  a  fcrofulous  difeafe."    I  am 
aware  that  this  is  a  very  effential  enquiry, 
and  which,  fnice  the  time  of  Aftruc,  hath 
been  much  overlooked.     When  we  have 
obtained  a  true  knowledge  of  a  cafe  which 
<;an  only  even  be  palliated,  that  knowledge 
3iot  only  direfts  us  to  the  fitting  remedy 
for  palliation,  but  hinders  us  from  apply- 
ing random  remedies,  and  faves  uij  alfo  from 
expoiing  ourfelves  to  thofe,  who,  from  hav- 
ing better  memories,  catch  us  in  palpable 
contradictions.  The  Profelfor  is  tlius  detect- 
ed and  caught,  his  tlieory  is  contradi6lory, 
and  his  remedies  are  contradictory.  He  very 
emphatically  calls  this  "  a  new  difeafe," 
becaufe    he   has   not   talents  fufficiently 
comprehenfive  to  embrace  general  circum- 
flances,  and  to  draw  fuch  an  inference  from 
them  altogether,  that  will,   by  combina- 
tion, form  an  extenfive  chain,  and  give  an 
affurance  of  the  nature  of  this  ftage  oi 
the    venereal  difeafe,   which   baffles  tlic 
power  of  mercury,  and  threatens  the  lols 
of  parts,  or  even  life  of  the  patient.  I 

will 
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will  firft  endeavour  to  prove  to  my  read- 
ers, why  they  ought  not  to  think  that  it  is 
I  fcrofulous,  and  why  the  ProfefTor  does  not 
I  think  fo,  and  why  he  does,  for  he  thinks 
I  both.  He  has  affigned  as  a  reafon  for  fufpecl- 
i  ing  this  new  difeafe  to  be  fcrofulous,  becaufe 
i  its  feat  is  in  the  lymphatick  glands    and  he 
has  akeady  confeffed,  that  buboes  and  chan- 
cres thus  conditioned,  are  the  fame.  Then  I 
will  afk  the  Profeflbr,  whether  chancres  are 
feated  in  the  lymphatick  glands  ?  Does  the 
ProfeiTor  fay,  that  when  mercury  ceafes  to  do 
good,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  at  an  end  ? 
Yes .    Has  not  the  Profeflbr  given  us  a  cafe 
of  a  gentleman  from  Ireland,  to  prove  that 
fuch  complaints  do  well  without  mercury  }^ 
Yes.    Has  not  the  Profeflbr  aflerted,  that 
mercury  is  a  fpecifick  againfl:  chancre  and 
bubo,  and  that  it  v^^ill  cure  every  one  that  is 
truly  venereal  ?f  Yes.    Does  the  Profeflbr, 
when  mercury  ceafes  to  do  good,  and  the 
ulcers  are  fl:ill  daily  growing  more  and  more 
j  alarming,  fay,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  not 
at  an  end  ?  Yes.    "  Such  difeafes  make  the 
"  cure  of  the  venereal  much  more  uncertain, 
"  becaufe  when  the  fore  becomes  fliationary, 
\  •*  or  the  mercury  begins  to  difagree,  we  are 

"  ready 

*  Page  247.  f  Page  230. 
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'"^  ready  to  fufpecl  that  the  vh-us  is  gone  j 
"  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe  ;  the  virus 
"  is  perhaps  only  lefs  powerful  than  the  new 
formed  difeafe,  and  as  it  were,  lies  dor- 
mant,  orceafes  to  acl:,  and  when  the  other 
"  becomes  weaker/  the  venereal  begins  to 
Ihew  itfelf  again."  Has  not  the  Profeffor 
given  us  a  cafe  to  prove  alfo  this  lafh  opi- 
nion ?  Yes.  Was  it  not  of  a  gentleman  who 
had  a  gonorrhcEa,  and  in  a  fortnight  after, 
under  the  ProfefTor's  own  care,  had  two  bu- 
boes, which  two  buboes  came  to  abcefs  under 
his  own  care,  (this  muft  have  been,  Iprefume, 
before  the  year  1761)  and  v/hich  abcefles, 
under  his  own  care,  aflumed  all  the  malig- 
nant appearance  which  he  calls  a  "  new 
"  difeafe  ?"  Yes.  And  has  not  the  Profeflbr 
told  us,  that  in  this  cafe  he  fufpended  mer- 
cury, but  did  not  entirely  throw  it  by  3  that 
in  procefs  of  time,  when  he  fufpe6Led  that 
the  new  difeafe  was  decamped,  and  that  the 
venereal  was  returned,  he  returned  to  mer- 
cury again,  and  that  then  the  buboes  got 
well  ?*  Yes.  What  are  the  remedies  which 
the  ProfelTor  reforts  to  for  curing  this  new 
difeafe  ?  Hemlock,  fait  water  poultices,  fea- 
bathing,  opium.    Has  he  not  given  us  a  cafe 

of 

*  Page  282. 
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of  a  gentleman  under  his  care,  who  took  hem- 
lock till  he  dropped  dead  from  his  chair  ?* 
Yes.  Are  hemlock,  opium,  and  fea-bathing 
confiftent  or  compatible  with  each  other? 
No.  Does  hemlock  aft  as  a  corroborant  ? 
No.  And  do  not  fea-bathing  and  pure  air 
produce  all  their  good  efFefts  from  their 
being  corroborants  ?  Yes.  But  when  thefe 
cafes  are  acute,  for  the  Profeflbr  defines  them 
to  be  both  fcrofulous  and  acute,  can  a  poor 
patient  fet  off  at  all  times  of  the  year,  with" 
his  penis  half  eaten  off,  to  bath  in  the  fea  ? 
Would  the  ProfefTor  give  over  a  patient,  and 
i  fend  him  to  the  coaft,  fo  conditioned,  in  the 
j  winter  months  ?  Does  the  FrofefTor,  becaufe 
jthe  col  dfea-water,  to  bathe  in,  is  perhaps  the 
beft  of  all  reftoratives,  from  analogy  prefume, 
that  a  hot  poultice  made  with  it  and  bread, 
will  convey  to  the  ulcerated  parts  that  qua- 
lity ?  What  does  he  mean  ?  Has  he  any 
meaning  ?  Either  all  thefe  queftions  are  ne- 
celfary  to  afcertain  his  meaning,  or  there  is 
fio  meaning  in  a  fmgle  affertion  that  he  has 
jidvanced  !  So  much  for  the  new  difeafe  !  So 
4Tiuch  for  the  gentleman  from  Ireland  getting 
Ia^cU  of  it  without  mercury  !  So  much  for  the 
l^ellifle  infalllbihty  !  So  much  for  gonorrhoea 
I    Part  III.  L  curing 
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curing  itfelf,  atnd  fo  much  for  the  new  difeafe 
doing  well  with  mercury,  in  the  cafe  of  his 
own  patient,  whofe  gonorrhcca,  from  under 
his  own  care,  produced  buboes,  which  bu- 
boes produced  fuppuration,  which  fuppura- 
tioii  produced  ulcers,  which  ulcers  produced 
fome  yet  more  malignant  ulcers,  and  which 
malignant  ulcers  produced  "  a  new  difeafe  I" 
And  fo  much  for  the  patient  who  was  fent 
to  the  fea  for  the  new  difeafe,  who  left  off 
mercury,  who  returned  from  the  fea,  who 
arrived  in  town,  and  who  returned  to  mer- 
cury to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  re- 
turned again  alfo  !  "  This  is  the  houfe  that 
"  Jack  built  1" 

As  thefe  ulcers  fpreaid  under  the  ufe  of 
mercury,  and  whilft  mercury  is  pufhed  to  a 
great  extremity,  as  mercury  proves  to  be  the 
moft  general  caufe  of  thefe  malignant  appear- 
ances, it  is  of  the  firft  importance  for  us  to 
confider  what  are  the  fittefl  means  for  their 
cure.  That  they  are  not  fcrofulous,  I  am 
convinced,  as  they  wL'l  be  found  on  parts  not 
glandular,  as  well  as  glandular  j  on  fubjetls 
never  difpofed  to  fcrofula  at  any  time  of  life* 
I  can  readily  reconcile  to  my  reafon,  that 

they  afTume-  all  the  qualities  of  ulcers  which 
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"*  are  termed  highly  fcorbutick.    Mercury  ad- 
iiiiniftered  with  freedom  on  conftitutions 
'  pre-difpofed  to  a  fcorbutick  affeclion,  will 
i  accelerate  and  promote  that  prerdifpofition. 
i  That  the  a6lion  of  mercury  upon  the  blood, 
1  tends  to  deftroy  its  healthful  texture,  and  to 
j  debilitate  the  habit,  it  has  been  long  infifted 
upon  ;  but  a  late  author  has  very  fatisfa6lo- 
rily  elucidated  this  fubje(5l.*    That  mercury, 
applied  to  fubjefts  fo  conditioned  as  I  fliall 
hereafter  enumerate,  may  accelerate  a  difpo- 
fition  in  the  conftitution  exa6lly  fimilar  to, 
if  not  the  fcurvy  itfelf,  1  can  very  readily  con- 
j  ceive.    From  mercury  given  to  a  heclick 
;  perfon,  to  a  perfon  at  fea,  to  immoderate 
drinkers,  to  fuch  as  commit  excefs  in  venery, 
i  where  by  any  of  thefe  caufes  the  conftitution 
is  debilitated,  no  benefit  is  to  he  expedled, 
j  but  on  the  contrary,  an  aggravation  of  the 
I  difeafe,  as  is  known  from  experience.    It  ap- 
j  pears  to  me  as  fatisfaftory  as  reafon  can  make 
:  it,  that  mercury  is  accelTary  to  promote  a  dif- 
:pofition  truly  fcorbutick,  and  that  the  confti- 
tution, in  fuch  a  ftate,  is  exa6lly  as  feebly, 
in  a  fituation  as  much  to  be  dreaded,  and 
1  fimilar  in  every  fenfe,  to  the  ftate  of  a  failor 
I  returned  from  a  long  voyage,  upon  whom 
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the  fcurvy  hath  made  rapid  advances.  The 
obvious  remedies  are  fuch  as  lend  to  correct 
the  fcorbutick  habit,  having  at  the  fame  time 
alv^ays  in  view  the  effect  of  venereal  virus 
upon  the  conffitution  J  for  the  venereal  virus 
may  not  be  dcffroyed,  and  it  has  feldom  or 
never  been  found  to  have  been  deftroyed. 
The  remedies  are  bark,  eUxir  of  vitriol,  far- 
faparilla,  opium,  oranges,  malt  tea,  fpruce 
beer,  milk,  and  vegetables,  cold  bath  when 
the  patient  can  bear  it.    To  topical  appli- 
cations we  ihould  be  encouraged,  by  the  ex- 
perience of  their  fuccefs  :  When  I  law  thefe 
appearances  coming  on  in  buboes,  I  fhould 
dire6tly  apply  a  tight  bandage,  with  the  fame 
view  that  I  would  to  a  foul  ulcer  in  any 
other  depending  part,  On  the  groin  this  may 
be  done,  and  as  I  have  already  tried  it,  I  can 
fpeak  to  its  good  effe6ts.     The  dreffing 
which  I  then  ufed  was  lint,  dipped  in  a  folu- 
tion  of  vitriol  with  rofe  water.  Mercury 
fhiould  be  alfo  adminiftered  in  fmall  quanti- 
ties, as  foon  as  the  condition  of  the  patient 
will  permit  it. 
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Page  287.    Part  VII.    Chap.  1. 

Of  the  Lues  Vc7ierea. 

WHEN!  firft  began  upon  the  fubje6l  of 
the  great  work  of  the  Profeflbr,  my  readers 
I  may  recolle6l  I  promifed  them  that  I  would 
I  make  my  obfervations  upon  none  other  of 
the  new  opinions,  but  thofe  which  were  car- 
I  ried  pernicioufly  into  pra6lice.    I  wifh  that 
I  could,  in  future,  adhere  clofely  to  this  pro- 
mife  ;  but  I  find  that  thefe  material  errors 
are  more  abundant  than  I  could  have  ex- 
pe6led.    On  account  of  my  limited  condi- 
tion, I  muft  be  content  to  remark  upon  the 
mod  important  of  thefe  material  errors  ;  fol- 
lowing thus  a  pra6lice  that  Mahomet  pur- 
fued,  who  decimated  the  infidels  whom  he 
could  not  reform.  Befides,  the  ProfefTor  him- 
felf  has  ferved  me  very  efTentially  in  many 
inftances  j  for  when  I  find  fome  fantaflick 
opinion  in  one  page,  I  find,  in  another,  a  cafe. 
.   apphed  to  another  purpofe  direftly  contra- 
1  diclory  to  that  fantaflick  opinion,  and  which 
I  makes  it  at  once  to  vanifh  from  our  belief,  as 
I  the  fun  difpcls  thofe  imaginary  figures  which 
i  are  formed  in  a  clouded  iky. 

Th- 
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The  Profeffor  fets  out  with  ftating,  how 
the  virus  gets  into  the  conftitution,  which  is 
ill  general,  he  fays,  "  from  gonorrhoea  or 
"  chancre,  the  matter  being  abforbed  from 
*■  them,  and  carried  into  the  gonftitution." 
— "  But  when  apphed  to  fome  particular 

parts  of  our  body,  fuch  as  may  be  called 
"  a  half  internal  furface,  as  the  glans  penis, 
"  the  matter  appears  to  be  capable  of  being 
*'  taken  into  the  conflitution,  without  firft 
"  having  produced  either  gonorrhoea  or 
"  chancre;  as  when  a  bubo  appears  without 
*'  a  previous  appearance  of  either  gonorrhoea 
"  or  chancre,"  So  far  the  ProfelTor  and  I 
agree, 

"  I  think  it  is  probable  that  it  is  not  ca- 
"  pable  of  being  taken  into  the  abforbents  of 
"  the  found  fkin."  I  am  not  more  afliired 
of  any  exifting  faft,  than  that  it  is  capa^)le 
of  being  taken  in  by  the  abforbents  of  the 
found  Ikin.  The  Profeffor  fays,  "  at  leaft 
"  he  knows  no  inftance'of  it."  Any  part  of 
the  body,  where  the  matter  has  been  per- 
mitted to  foak,  may  produce  a  chancre';  the 
common  Mn  of  the  penis,  the  pubes,  the 
fcrotum,  the  thighs  being  moft  expofed,  we 
find  oftener  chancres  there.    But  how  was 

the 
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the  opinion  of  the  ProfefTor  upon  this  pointy 
in  another  part  of  his  work  ?  "  Any  part 
"  of  the  body  may  be  afFefted  by  the  appH- 
"  cation  of  venereal  matter,  efpecially  if  the 
"  cuticle  is  thin  And  then  follows  a  cafe 
of  chancre  on  the  prolabium.  But  in  that 
very  page  he  contiadifts  that  very  inftance. 
"  But  as  the  cuticle  cannot  be  afFefted  by 
"  this  poifon,  this  covering  afting  as  a  guard 
"  to  the  cutis,  it  is  often  prevented  from 
"  coming  into  contact  with  it."  And  in  the 
very  next  page  he  fays,  Its  affe6ling  thefe 
"  parts  arifes  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
caught,  and  not  from  any  fpecific  tendency 
"  thefe  parts  have  to  catch  it  more  than 
"  others. "f 

"  The  froenum,  or  the  termination  of  the 
prepuce,  are  parts  more  eafily  afFe6led  than 
"  either  the  glans,  common  fkin  of  the  penis, 
"  or  fcrotum."    At  leaft  he  here  admits, 
that  the  common  fkin  may  be  affedled. 

I  fhall  permit  this  queftion  to  reft  where 
it  ought,  when  I  have  produced  one  more 
quotation.    "  If  Ijhe  venereal  poifon  fliould 

be  applied  to  the  Ikin  where  the  cuticle  is 

"  more 
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more  denfe  than  that  of  the  glans  penis, 
or  froerium-,  fuch  as  that  upon  the  body  of 
the  penis,  or  fore  part  of  the  fcrotum, 
"  parts  which  are  veiy  much  expofed  to  the 
"  'appUcation  of  this  matter,  then  it  gene- 

"  rally  appears  firft  in  a  pimple,  which  is 
commonly  allowed  to  fcab."* 

It  now  remains  with  my  readers  to  form 
their  opinions,  whether  my  pofitive  affertion 
be  true,  or  whether  the  PrOfeflbr's  doubts  and 
dlTertions,  firfl  of  all  produced,  appear  to 
them  to  be  neareft  the  truth  j  or  whether 
the  doubts  and  alTertions  next  produced,  in 
direft  oppofitioil  to  his  firft,  and  ftrongly 
according  with  my  opinion,  fliall  be  by  them 
adopted  :  Whether  my  opinion,  the  Profef- 
ibr's  firft  opinion,  which  is  againft  mine,  or 
the  Profeftbr's  fecond  opinion,  which  is  with 
it,  fliall  be  their  ftandard  of  faith. 

"  It  is  likewife  capable  of  being  taken  into 
*'  the  conftitution  by  being  applied  to  com- 
"  mon  ulcers,  although  not  neceflarily  ren- 
"  dering  thefe  ulcers  themfelves  venereal ; 
*'  alfo  by  wounds,  as  has  been  obfei-ved,  but 
"  I  believe  always  previoufly  producing 

"  ulce- 
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'  ulceration  in  the  wound."    What  has  the 
Profelibr  formally  faid  about  wounds  ?  "I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  wounds  are  bad 
"  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially  when  I  con- 
*^  fider  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  abforbed 
"  by  wounds.*    How  it  is  poflible  for  him 
to  fufpe6l  that  an  ulcer  will  receive  the  vene- 
real matter,  be  its  paflport  into  the  habit, 
and  not  become  a  venereal  ulcer,  I  cannot 
yet  find  out :  This  myftery  further  on  may  be 
cleared  up.  To  difWnguiih.,  prima  facie,  when 
an  ulcer  is  venereal  or  not  on  any  part  of  the 
body,  I  know  he  cannot ;  and  I  would  prove 
it,  if  it  were  not  too  obvious  in  everypage  of 
his  work.  How  then  does  he  pretend  to  know, 
or  at  leaft  fufpe6t,  that  an  ulcer  not  venereal, 
may  abforb  venereal  virus,  and  yet  not  itfelf 
become  a  venere^^l  ulcer.   He  might  as  well 
affert  that  an  ulcer  can  convey  that  quality 
vhich  it  never  pofl'efled. 

Page  289, 

Of  the  "Nature  of  the  Sores  ^  or  Ulcers^  proceeding 
from  the  Lues  Venerea, 

In  confcquence  of  the  blood  being  con- 
'  taminated  with  venereal  pus,  it  might  na- 
Part  III.  M  "  turally 
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«  turally  be  expefted,  that  the  local  efFecls 
"  arifing  therefrom,  would  be  the  fame  with 
"  the  original  which  produced  themj  but 
"  from  experience  and  obfervation,  I  have 
"  reafon  to  believe  that  they  are  not."—"  li 
"  matter,  when  in  the  conftitution,  was  to 

a6t  upon  the  fame  fpecific  principles  with 
"  that  which  is  applied,  we  fhould  have  go- 
*'  norrhoeas  when  it  attacks  a  canal,  fores  or 

chancres  when  it  attacked  the  furfaces ;  but 
"  it  has  never  been  yet  known  to  produce  a 

gonorrhoea  from  the  conftitution,  though 
"  this  has  indeed  been  fufpetled."  I  can 
fcarce  believe  it  polTible,  that  the  flrongeft 
man  could  exifi:  long  enough  for  his  difeafed 
conftitution  to  produce  thofe  efte6ls  wliich 
the  ProfefTor  exa6ls  to  fatisfy  his  doubts.  If 
every  part  of  the  body  of  a  perfon  conftitu- 
tionally  infe6led,  were  to  produce  fymptoms 
in  the  following  manner,  glands  to  produce 
buboes,  canals  gonorrhoeas,  ikin  chancres, 
bones  caries,  it  would  prove  to  be  ;a  difeafe 
more  formidable  than  even  it  now  is .  In  this 
country,  where  the  venereal  difeafe  is  not  in- 
digenous, and  where  its  virulence  is  in  a  great 
meafure  checked  by  the  climate,  and  v/herc 
every  individual  fupprefles  that  virulence  by 
taking  more  or  lefs  of  mercuiy,  the  power  ot 
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virus  becomes  lefseafy  to  bcafcertained.  What 
its  progrefs  might  be,  and  what  its  efFefts  are 
ill  common,  thefe  are  two  different  qiieftions. 
All  dileafes  are  governed  by  fpecifick  fymp- 
toms,  and  tliefe  fpecifick  fymptoms  point  out 
to  us  what  the  nature  of  the  difeafes  are,  and 
mftm6l  us  how  to  clafs  them.    Every  dif- 
eafe  hath  its  chara6lerifl:ick  marks,  in  the  be- 
ginning, the  middle,  and  the  end.   It  would 
be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  to  look  for 
incipient  fymptoms  at  the  end  of  difeafe.  To 
look  for  local  complaints,  vv^hich  produced 
the  conftitutional  difeafe,  again  to  be  repro- 
duced out  of  the  conftitutional  difeafe,  would 
be  abfurd  indeed,  unlefs  difeafe  were  like  a 
circle,  where  every  part  was  a  continua- 
tion J  or  unlefs  a  man  was  to  die  of  the  lues 
venerea,  and  to  rife  again  with  a  gonorrhoea  ! 
But  docs  not  the  Profeffor  know  the  reafon 
why  the  local  efFefts  are  different  from  the 
the  conftitutional  ?    Is  it  not  becaufc  the 
difeafe  is  received  into  the  blood  through  the 
abforbent  fyftem,  and  thrown  again  upon  the 
furface  through  the  continuation  of  blood 
veffels  ?  . 

"  The  fluggiflinefs  in  the  cfTecls  of  the 
"  poifon  is  more  or  lefs  according  to  the  na-= 
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*'  tare  of  the  parts  which  become  difeafed; 
"  for  when  the  tonfils,  uvula,  or  nofe,  arc 
"  affecled,  its  progrefs  is  rapid."  Ulcers  ari- 
from  the  lues  venerea  in  the  mouth,  the 
throat,  and  the  nofe,  differ  from  local  vene- 
real ulcers  only  by  their  being  in  general 
lefs  aftive,  and  by  the  parts  not  being  operat- 
ed upon  with  all  the  force  of  powerful  virus, 
locally  a6ting  upon  a  perfon  more  liable  to 
become  irritable^  becaufe  he  has  been  as  yet 
lefs  irritated,  and  upon  a  perfon  found  in 
every  other  refpeft  but  the  part  or  parte 
localy  infected. 

"  It  has  been  fuppofed  that  even  all  the 
"  fecretions  from  the  contaminated  blooc' 
"  could  be  affefted  fo  as  to  produce  a  like 
"  poifon  in  them."—"  That  the  tefticles  and 
"  veficulce  feminales  may  be  affefted  wit) 
the  difeafe;  the  femen  may  become  vene- 
real,   may  communicate  the  difeafe  to 
"  others,  and  after  impregnation  may  even 
"  grow  into  a  pocky  child  :   But  all  this  i,^ 
without  foundation ;  otherwife,  when  i> 
"  perfon  has  the  lues  venerea,  no  fecretinc: 
furface  could  be  free  from  the  ftate  of  a  go- 
norrhoea,  nor  could  any  fore  be  other  than 
venereal.  •  Contrary  to  all  which  the  fecre- 
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"  tions  are  the  fame  as  before ;  and  if  a  fore 
"  is  produced  by  any  other  means  in  a  found 
"  part,  that  fore  is  not  venereal,  nor  the 
<'  matter  poifonous,  although  formed  from 
the  fame  blood."    As  it  is  a  fettled  datum 
betwixt  the  ProfelTor  and  me,  that  the  blood  is 
contaminated  by  venereal  virus,  it  is  impof- 
fible  for  him,  prima  facie,  to  deny  that  the 
fecretions  are  not  in  confequence  contami- 
nated with  venereal  virus.    But  if  any  one 
fecretion  be  more  likely  than  another  to  par- 
take of  all  the  qualities  of  the  conftitution 
from  which  it  was  fecreted,  it  is  certainly 
this  very  feminal  fecretion,  as  it  contains  the 
very  eflence  of  that,  from  which,  at  that  time, 
it  was  produced.  If  the  conftitution  were 
then  under  the  influence  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe,  it  could  convey  that  infe6lion  by  the  fe- 
men.    If  the  conftitution  were  under  the  in- 
fluence of  fcrophula,  or  king's  evil,  it  could  do 
the  fame.  Both  thefe,  and  many  other  difeafes 
of  the  conftitution,  we  know,  are  thus  con- 
veyed ;  and  as  it  is  known  to  be  a  fa6l,  I  fliall 
not  take  up  more  time  to  prove  it.  The  Pro- 
feffor  appeals  to  the  inftance  of  a  mad  dog. 
A  dog  is  bitten,  a  dog  is  infefted,  , and  this 
infe6lion  is  carried  on  ad  injinitiun  in  this 
form.  The  Profeflbr  fays  tliat  other  fecretions 

of 


(    94  ) 

of  the  mad  dog  are  not  infeaious  :  How  docs 
he  know  this  ?  It  muft  have  been  very  lately, 
for  a  twelvemonth  ago,  in  a  letter  to  Dr. 
Hamilton,  he  declares  that  he  was  as  ig- 
norant, and  as  much  at  a  lofs  to  account 
for  this  difeafe,  as  "  they  were  a  thoufand 
"  years  ago."*    But  the  Profeflbr,  as  far  as 
my  memory  tells  me,  for  I  have  not  the  book 
before  me,  in  that  very  letter  declares,  that  he 
knew  an  inftance  of  a  mad  dog  biting  twenty 
perfons,  and  that  only  one  of  the  twenty 
became  hydrophobick.    That  this  may  be 
true,  I  do  not  doubt,  becaufe  Dr.  Vaughan 
hath  faid  the  fame.f-     This  will  teach  the 
Profeffor  not  to  deny  the  exiftence  of  a  power, 
becaufe  it  fails  in  many  inftances  3  not  to 
rely  upon  one  experiment,  when  he  attempts 
by  that  to  prove,  that  venereal  ulcers,  pro- 
duced from  conftitutional  infeftion,  do  not 
convey  the  infeclion,  or  that  contaminated 
blood  does  not  either.    But  how  does  the 
ProfelTor  really  know,  that  other  fecretions 
of  a  mad  dog  do  not  convey  the  infe£lion  ^ 
Did  the  Profeffor  ever  fee  a  mad  dog  copu- 
late, and  has  he  ever  looked  after  the  confe- 
quences  ?  Rifum  te?ieatis  ! 

"  The 

*  Vide  Hamilton  on  the  Hydrophobia. 
-J-  Yaiighan's  Two  CaC-s.  - 
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"  The  milk  of  the  breaft  is  fuppofed  to 
be  capable  of  conveying  the  venereal  poi- 

*'  fon,  and  of  aifefting  the  child  who  fucks 

"  it  J  but  there  are  feveral  reafons  which 
overturn  thefe  opinions."    To  prove  this, 

aiTiong:ft  other  reafons  he  has  recQurfe  to  the 

following  cafe. 

"  A  erentleman  who  had  chancres  which 
"  difcharged  largely,  ufed  to  wafli  the  parts 
"  with  milk  and  water  in  a  tea-cup,  with 

fome  lint,  and  generally  let  the  lint  lie  in 
"  the  cup  in  the  milk.  A  little  boy  in  the 
"  houfe  flole  the  milk,  and  drank  it  ;  but 

whether  or  not  he  fwallowed  the  lint,  v/as 
"  not  known."  This  boy  was  well  watched, 
and  found  not  to  be  infefted. 

I  declare  I  am  at  a  lofs,  whether  to  lauo-h 
only  at  the  extreme  weaknefs  of  the  Profef- 
for,  or  whether  to  pity  it  !  Virus,  thus 
diluted  with  milk  and  water,  received  into 
the  flomach,  and  there  diluted  further ;  could 
it  be  expe6led,  or  was  the  Profeflbr  amufed 
with  the  idea,  that  the  boy  would  be  infe6l- 
ed  ?  Docs  he  not  know,  that  all  poifons  may 
be  fo  diluted,  as  to  be  deprived  of  their  ef- 
feds  ?   The  infant,  who  lucks  a  difeafed 

nurfe 
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nurfe,  does  not  fuck  in  the  milk  diluted 
accidentally  once,  as  the  boy  did,  but  is  con- 
flantly  fupported  by  this  infeclious  milk,  and 
may  be  infeded. 

"  We  may  obferve  that  the  blood  of  a 
*'  pocky  perfon  has  no  power  of  contami- 
"  nating,  and  it  is  not  capable  of  giving  the 
"  difeafe  to  another,  even  by  inoculation  ; 
*^  for  if  it  were  capable  of  irritating  a  found 
"  fore  to  a  venereal  inflammation,  no  perfon 
that  had  this  matter  circulating,  or  had 
"  the  lues  venerea,  could  efcape  having  a 
"  venereal  fore  whenever  he  is  bled,  or  re- 
"  ceives  a  fcratch  with  a-  pin,  the  part  fa 
"  wounded  turning  into  a  chancre ;  for  if 
"  venereal  matter  had  been  on  the  point  of 
"  the  pin,  or  on  the  point  of  the  lancet,  the 
"  punftures  would  have  become  chancres.'* 

And  does  the  ProfelTor  reafon'thus  ?  Does 
he  attempt  to  prove,  that  blood  contami- 
nated will  not  convey  that  infection  to  a 
found  perfon,  becaufe  a  common  fcratch  of 
a  pin  or  lancet  does  not  degenerate  into  a 
venereal  ulcer,  whenever  it  is  made  on  the 
difeafed  perfon's  Ikin  ?  The  ProfefTor  has 
been  formerly  ready  enough  to  admit,  that 

venereal 
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venereal  matter  did  not  affetl  the  part  that 
fecreted  it.  But  to  ferve  another  purpofe,  to 
create  another  new  opinion,  he  finds  no  diffi- 
culty to  afiert,  that,  if  blood  of  one  infe6led 
with  venereal  virus  could  contaminate  ano- 
ther, it  muft  contaminate  itfelfj  that  is,  if 
blood  be  drawn  by  a  pin  or  lancet,  the  wound 
mull  neceffarily  degenerate  into  an  ulcer,  or 
the  blood  is  not  venereally  infefted :  or,  if  a 
perfon  in  the  fmall-pox  has  a  pun6lure  made 
on  any  part,  with  a  pin  or  a  lancet,  and 
if  a  puftle  does  not  arife  out  of  it,  which 
it  pofitively  will  not,  then,  fays  the  Profeflbr, 
the  infeftion  cqnnot  be  communicated  to  a 
found  perfon,  Is  it  fo?  Shall  I  not  hereafter 
prove,  that  the  infe6lion  may  be  conveyed 
by  a  part  even  where  the  difeafe  hath  not 
been  aclive,  although  the  conftitution  has 
been  infe6led  ?  Does  not  the  Profeflbr  know 
that  I  lhall  be  able  to  prove  it?  When  he 
reads  this,  he  will  know  to  what  I  allude! 
and  if  I  were  to  look  him  in  the  face  whilft 
he  reads  it,  I  Ihould  be  affiired  that  he  knew 
it!  for"  hereby  hangs  a  tale  I" 
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Page  292, 

2.  OJ" the  Matter  from  Sores  in  the  Lues  Vene- 
rea^ compared  with  that  from  Chancre. 

This  may  be  faid  to  be  a  continuation  of 
the  fame  fubje£l.  The  Profeflbr  fets  out 
with  denying,  what  he  has  not  dared  to  bring 
to  the  teft  J  with  denying  that  matter  from 
ulcers,  in  confequence  of  lues  venerea,  will 
infe6l  a  found  perfon  by  any  means.  When 
the  Profeflbr  gave  credit  to  the  reft  of  the 
relations  of  WalUs  and  Cook,  why  (hd  he 
exclude  this  from  out  of  his  venereal  faith  ? 
"  They  alfo  fay,  if  a  man  is  infe6led  with  it, 
he  will  often  communicate  it  to  others  in 
the  fame  houfe,  by  feeding  out  of  the  fame 
utenfils."*  When  the  Profeflbr  falfely  af- 
ferts  that  thefe  voyagers  faid,  that  the  difeafe 
*'  was  in  every  form,""f'  to  ferve  his  own  pur- 
pofe,  I  beg  him  only  to  believe  as  much  as 
they  have  faid,  for  mine.  I  dare  him  to  take 
the  chance  of  repeated  trials  by  inoculations, 
with  matter  taken  from  perfons  who  have,  in 
confequence  of  local  infe6lion,  become  con- 
ftitutionally  infeded,  and  whofe  conflitu- 
tional  fymptoms  are  a61:ive  and  virulent, 

whof's 

*  Cook's  Voyage,  vol.ii.  p.  H^'Diiblia  Edition. 
I  Firft  Part  of  Obfervations,  p.  12. 
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whofe  coilftltiltional  ulcers  fpread,  and  make 
rapid  deflru6lioii  of  parts,  and  who,  for 
the  cure  of  them,  have  taken  no  mercury. 
I  dare  him  to  give  this  experiment  all  the 
fcope  which  I  exact  j  for,  is  the  Profeflbr 
aware,  that,  if  in  one  inftance  only  the  in- 
fe61ion  by  this  procefs  does  take  place,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  one  perfon  out  of  twenty, 
from  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  all  his  vifionary 
new  opinions  on  this  fubje6l  vanilh  for  ever* 
Conftitutional  ulcers  do  only  fo  far  differ 
from  local  ulcers,  that  they  are  lefs  a(5live, 
lefs  inflammatory,  lefs  virulent^  and  that  they 
are  fo,  is  known  by  their  more  fluggifli  ac- 
tion, in  comparifonto  the  local  ulcers.  The 
action  of  all  poifons  depends  upon  their 
ftrength.  The  Abbe  Fontana's  experiments 
prove  this*  The  poifon  of  one  viper  will  de- 
llroy  a  fmall  animal,  but  it  requires  the  ag- 
gregate poifon  of  many  to  deftroy  a  larger. 
But  the  Profelforj  to  put  this  queftion  to  the 
teft,  has  not  exhibited  one  fmgle  faint  ex- 
periment. We  have  no  other  authority  for  be- 
lieving that  conftitutional  ulcers  cannot  con- 
vey infe6tion  to  a  found  perfon,  than  his  bare 
afiertion.  But  he  is  liberal  enough  in  prov- 
ing a  truth  which  every  body  ^yill  admit, 
that  a  fubjecl  conftitutionally  infefled, 

N  2  may 
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"  may  contra6l  a  local  infe£lion :"  And  by 
fome  unhappy  fatality,  he  has  produced  a  cafe 
to  prove  this  faft,  which  has  overfet  all  his 
former  affertions  in  this  and  the  laft  feclion  ; 
and  all  thofe  new  opinions  which  I  have  ff  . 
lately  oppofed,  this  veiy  cafe  has  totally  re- 
je6led  and  deftroyed. 

"  A  woman,  aged  25,  came  into  St. 
"  George's  Hofpital,  Auguft  2  ift,  1782,  with 
"  fores  on  her  legs,  and  blotches  on  her  body. 
"  Her  hufband  was  a  foldier ;  he  gave  her 
"  the  venereal  difeafe  December,  1 78 1.  Her 

fymptoms  then  were  a  difcharge  from  the 
"  vagina,  and  a  fmall  fwelling  of  the  glands 

of  the  groin,  which  were  painful.  She 
"  had  taken  fome  pills,  fuppofed  to  be  mer- 
"  curial,  to  the  number  of  thirty.  Febru- 
"  aiy,  1782,  about  three  months  after  being 
"  infe6led,  the  difcharge  ftopped,  but  the 
"  fwellingj  which  had  been  gradually  in- 
"  creafmgever  fmce  its  firfl  appearance,  had 
"  now  fuppurated.  She  applied  fome  oint- 
"  ment  to  it,  which  was  brought  her  by  her 
"  hufband,  and  in  two  months  it  got  well  ; 
"  that  is,  in  April,  1782.  After  the  bubo 
"  got  well,  a  difcharge  from  the  vagina  came 
"  on,  for  which  flie  took  more  of  the  fame 

"  pills 
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"  pills  file  had  taken  before,  to  the  number 
' '  of  thirty.  After  this  time  blotches  came 
"  out  over  her  whole  body  ;  fome  of  which, 

about  her  legs,  under  her  arms,  and  upon 
"  her  nipples,  ulcerated.  Twins  which  fhe 
"  bore  at  eight  months,  in  March,  1782,  at 
"  the  fame  time  the  bubo  was  healing,  had 

blotches  upon  them  at  their  birth,  and 
"  died  foon  after.  Another  girl,  about  two 
"  years  old,  whom  fhe  fuckled,  was  covered 
"  with  blotches  when  fhe  came  to  the  hof- 
"  pital.  The  mother  and  the  child  went 
"  into  the  Salivation  Ward,  Odlober  21, 

1782.  The  child  took  no  mercury.  It 
"  was  fuppofed  that  its  gums  became  a  little 

fore,  and  the  blotches  got  well.  The  mo- 
"  ther  got  well  alfo." 

Thus  do  moles,  digging  under  ground,  ■ 
turn  up  hillocks  of  earth  upon  the  furface, 
not  confcious  that  this  very  a6l  of  blind 
induftry  inflru(5ls  their  enemies  when  and 
where  to  enfnare  them  !  !  1 


Page 
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Page  299. 

3.  Of  the  local  EffeBs  arifmg  from  the  Confli^, 
tiition^  confidered  as  critical — Symptomatic 
Fever. 

"  I  obferve,  that  a  gonorrhoea  might  be 
"  produced  by  a  general  law  in  the  animal 
"  oeconomy,  by  which  it  endeavom-s  to  re- 
*'  lieve  itfelf  of  the  irritation,  by  producing 
"  a  difcharge  j  and  that  in  chancres  a  breach 
"  is  made  in  the  folids  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
"  although  this  purpofe  is  not  anfwered  in 
"  either,  nature  not  having  made  a  provifion 
"  againft  poifon."  This  fmgle  paragraph  is 
a  text  for  a  comment  of  a  large  volume,  in 
order  that  its  author  may  be  degraded  as  he 
deferves.  The  very  animal  oeconomy  is 
wrong,  but  yet  the  ProfeiTor  is  right.  Na- 
ture is  to  blame,  but  yet  the  ProfefTor's  the- 
ory is  right.  Nature  hath  made  no  provi- 
fion againfl  poifon,  for  if  Oie  had,  the  Pro- 
feflbr  would  have  been  right,  for  then  go- 
norrhoea would  have  cured  itfelf.  And  does 
this  come  out  at  lafl:  to  be  the  truth  ?  Nature 
has  made  no  provifion  againfl  poifons,  yet  a 
perfon  having  once  had  the  fmali-pox,  never 
has  it  again.   There  the  Profellbr  is  wrong 

again. 
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again,  for  nature,  as  it  appears,  has  made 
provilion  againlt  certain  poifons.  But  the 
facl  is,  that  no  ftage  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
can  be  gotten  rid  of  after  that  manner. 
And  in  this  inftance  the  invariable  effe£l  of 
the  Profeflbr,  and  the  invariable  intention 
are  foiled  j  he  now  confeflbs  it,  and  I  have 
already  foretold  it.*  And  noWy  that  the 
ProfelTor  is  arrived  at  his  laft  confeffions,  as 
he  finds  it  no  longer  necefTary  for  him  to 
fport  the  infmcerity  of  gonoiThoea  curing 
itfelf,  and  of  the  conftitution  getting  rid  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  intentionally  and  invari- 
ably by  the  formation  of  matter,  let  us  lee 
what  the  fame  ProfelTor,  in  thefe  prefent 
moments  of  contrition,  has  to  fay  for  him- 
felf.  "  But  the  venereal  matter,  when  taken 
into  the  conftitution,  produces  an  irrita- 
tion  which  is  capable  of  being  continued 
"  independent  of  a  continuance  of  abforp- 
*'  tion,  and  the  conllitution  has  no  pov/er  of 
"  relief,  therefore  a  lues  venerea  continues 
"  to  increafe."  And  has  the  Profeflbr 
found  out  this  at  lafl  to  be 'the  truth  ?  And 
who  is  there  that  could  not  have  told  him  fo 
long  ago  ? 


Why 

*  See  the  beginning  of  this  Pamphlet. 
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Why  did  the  ProfefTor  keep  back  this  con- 
feffion  till  now  ?  But  fmce  that  he  hath  here 
produced  it,  I  truft  that  we  fhall  not  here- 
after hear  any  thing  more  of  his  infufferable 
jargon,  that  had  fo  long  wearied  our  atten- 
tion in  its  refutation.  I  have  followed  up 
the  ProfefTor,  overtaken  him,  and  gained  over 
him,  on  this  veiy  fpot,  a  compleat  vi6lory ! 

I  fhall  give  to  my  readers  two  more  con- 
feffions  from  the  Profeflbr.  In  continuation 
of  the  laft  quotation  he  fays,  "  This  circum- 
"  ftancc  is  perhaps  one  of  the  beft  diftin- 
*^  guifhing  marks  of  the  lues  venerea,  for  in 
"  its  blotches  and  ulcers,  it  is  often  irritated 

by  other  difeafes,  which  not  having  this 
"  property,  will  therefore  heal,  and  break 
*'  out  again  in  fome  other  parts.  Difeafes 
*'  in  which  this  happen  fliew  themfelves  not 
"  to  be  venereal  j  however,  we  are  not  to 
*'  conclude,  becaufe  they  do  not  heal  of 
"  themfelves,  and  give  way  to  mercury  only, 
"  that  therefore  they  are  venereal  j  although 
*'  this  circumftance,  joined  to  others,  give  a 
"  ftrong  prefumption  of  their  being  fuch." 
In  the  next  page  he  fays,      Many  of  thefe 

fymptoms  give  way  to  mercury,  which  is 

probably  the  only  concurring  circum- 

"  fiance 
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"  liance  attending  this  complaint,  that  is  a 
proof  of  its  being  venercaL  But  if  mer- 
"  cuiy  always  cured  them,  it  would  not  be 
"  very  material  wliat  they  were  called.'' 
Does  this,  or  does  this  not  prove,  that  the 
Profcflbr  knows  not  how  to  diftinguifh  ve- 
nereal ulcers  from  other  ulcers  ?  Hereafter 
I  fliall  have  more  ufe  for  thefe  quefliions. 
And  as  to  the  fymptomatick  fever,  he  not 
having  chofen  to  obferve  upon  it,  v/hen  he 
was  treating  upon  bubo,  I  fufpe6led  that  we 
fliould  never  have  been  given  to  underftand, 
that  it  ever  arofe  from  any  other  caufe  than 
that  brought  on  through  the  ufe  of  mercury. 
But  I  thank  him  for  this  confefTion  alfo  to 
the  contrary.  From  what  we  have  feen  in 
this  fe6fion,  it  appears  that  there  is  another 
way  of  extracting  confefiions  from  a  man 
befides  by  that  of  putting  him  to  the  tor- 
ture 3  and  that  other  way  is,  by  his  writing 
upon  falfe  opinions,  and  contradictory  afler- 
tions,  a  great  v/ork  ! 

Page  30:2* 

4..  Of  the  local  and  conjlitiLtional  Form  of  the 
Dijeafe  never  interfering  with  each  other. 

If  a  man  has  a  lues  venerea,  and  crets 
*  either  a  gonorrhoea  or  chancre,  or  both, 
Pakt  hi.  O  neither 
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"  neither  of  them  afFeds  the  lues  venerea, 
"  nor  are  their  fymptoms  worfe."— "  But 
"  the  chancre  has  this  advantage,  that  the 
conftitution  cannot  be  cured  v/ithout  its 
"  being  cured  alfo."  We  knov/  very  well, 
that  a  gonorrhoea  cannot  be  more  than  viru- 
lent, if  the  conftitution  be  difeafed  at  the 
time  it  is  contracted  j  and  we  know  alfo, 
that  a  chancre  cannot  be  more  than  a  chan- 
cre, therefore  it  is  not  poiTible  for  the  Pro- 
fcflbr  to  prove,  that  they  do  not  interfere,  by 
the  way  that  he  goes  about  to  prove'  it.  If 
the  conftitution  be  difeafed,  and  the  fymp- 
toms very  virulent  and  a6live,  any  external 
injury  then  making  a  wound  on  the  fkin, 
that  wound  may  be  converted  into  a  chancre, 
and  that  chancre  may  continue  as  long  as 
the  venereal  difeafe  remains  uncured,  juft  as 
a  fatellite  attends  upon  its  planet.  This  is 
pofTible. 

Page  303. 

Of  thefuppofed^erminatio?!  of  the  Lues  Veiieredj 
in  other  Difeafes. 

On  the  difeafes  which  follow  the  lues  ve- 
nerea,  in  confequence  of  the  aftion  of  mer- 
cury in  curing  it,  alfo  on  the  rheumatick 

pain's,, 
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pains,  and  other  afFe6lions  which  will  be  of- 
ten experienced,  I  fliall  refer  my  readers  to 
compare  the  new  opinions  of  the  ProfeiTor 
with  the  old  opinions  of  Aftruc,  and  to  make 
up  their  minds  from  fuch  evidence,  before 
them. 

Page  304. 

Of  the  fpccifc  Dijlance  of  the  Venereal  Inflam- 
mation, 

I  have  already  denied  that  there  exifts 
any  fuch  limitation  in  the  venereal  difeafe 
as  fpecifick  diftance,  either  as  relatively  to 
gonorrhoea,  chancre,  or  lues  venerea ;  and 
if  the  Profeffor  pretends  to  limit  the  venereal 
a6lion  by  any  general  rule,  I  lhall  continue 
to  treat  it  as  a  conceit  not  warranted  by 
general  obfervation,  but  as  mere  ideal  rub- 
bifh.  Thefe  fpecifick  diftances,  as  he  calls 
them,  are  in  continual  variation,  both  in  lo- 
cal, as  well  as  conftitutionalfymptoms.  The 
effe6ls  of  gonorrhoea,  in  fome  habits,  if  not 
interrupted  by  cure,  may  go  on,  ad  infinitumy 
to  deftroy  all  the  parts  j  of  chancres  the  fame, 
and  of  lues  venerea  the  fame.  Thefe  efFe6ls, 
vary  in  different  conftitutions,  only  by  being 
mild  or  flrong,  flov/  or  rapid.  Thefe  effefts, 
and  the  variation,  of  them  are  owinp-  to  the 

O  2  conflitu- 
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conftitution,  and  not  to  the  difeafe.  Let  me 
alk  the  Profellbr,  how  many  puflules  in  the 
Imall-pox  are  fpecifick,  and  how  many  are 
the  confequences  of  irritable  inflammation  ? 
What  is  his  fpecifick  diflance  betwixt  each, 
when  there  are  but  twenty,  and  what  is  his 
fpecifick  diflance  when  there  are  twenty 
thoufand?  Which  are  the  fpecifick  erup- 
tions, and  which  are  the  irritable  ?  Is  it  not 
felf  evident,  that  thefe  effefts  are  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  conftitution  attacked, 
and  not  to  the  difeafe,  for  that  can  have  no 
fpecifick  limitation? 

P^ge  305. 

Of  the  Parts  mojl  fufceptihle  of  the  Lues  Vcne^ 
rea, — Of  the  Time  and  Manner  in  which  they 
are  affeBed. — What  is  7neant  by  Contamina- 
tion^ Difpofition,  and  A5i ion, —Summary  of 
the  DoBrijie, 

"  As  perfons  fly  to  relief  upon  the  firft 
*f  and  fecond  order  of  venereal  appearances, 
"  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  whole  difeafe, 
in  the  parts  aiStuaily  affefted,  is  cured  bc- 
fore  the  other  parts  had  time  to  come  in- 
**  to  a6lion,  which  will  be  cured  under  the 

liate 
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ftate  of  a  difpofition  only,  if  we  can  con- 
"  ceive  that  a  cure  can  take  place  before 

parts  come  into  aftion."  That,  when  ap- 
parent fymptoms  are  efFe6lually  cured  by  the 
aclion  of  mercury  on  the  blood,  tliofe  fymp- 
toms, which  would  otherwife  have  followed, 
but  do  not,  are  prevented  and  wholly  ex- 
tinguhhed  by  that  aftion,  to  me  is  very  clear, 
or  mercury  deceives  us  as  afpecifick ;  or  thofe 
we  know  to  be  infefted,  could  never  be 
cured. 

There  is  not  an  external  part  of  the  hu- 
man body,  but  what  may  be  liable  to  the 
venereal  difeafe.  But  the  Profeflbr  has  here  fo 
far  met  a  former  opinion  of  mine,  in  contra- 
di6lion  to  a  former  aflertion  of  his,  that  as 
we  fly  to  remedy,  the  fymptoms  have  not  an 
opportunity  of  going  all  lengths;  and  of 
courfe,  it  is  not  to  be  afcertained  what  the 
venereal  difeafe  would  be  in  general,  if  it 
were  left  to  its  own  uninterrupted  a6lion. 

The  Profeflbr,  and  there  cannot  be  a  ftrong- 
er  fymptom  of  an  inert  mind,  is  ahvays  me- 
thodifmg.  He  is  a  methodifi:  in  fpecifick 
dillances,  in  irritable  inflammations,  in  ul- 
ceration from  abforption,  in  lympathetick 

con- 
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conncciions,  in  new  and  old  difcaics,  and  in 
invariable  efFeas.  If  thefe  Ihould  now  and 
then  fail,  or  always  be  falfe,  the  fault  is  not 
with  the  Profelfor,  the  fault  is  in  nature, 
for  nature  has  made  no  provifion  againfc 
poifons !  What  provifion  has  nature  made 
againft  every  clafs  of  fevers  ? 

We  now  meet  with  another  of  his  me- 
thods, the  method  of  order  of  parts 
"  A  firft  and  fecond  order  of  parts !"  By 
thefe  are  meant,  that  the  venereal  difeafe 
fliall  or  muft  appear  with  the  firft  order,  in 
one  fet  of  fymptoms  ;  and  with  the  fecond 
inevitably  from  the  firft,  in  another  fet  of 
fymptoms.  But  this,  like  his  other  doc- 
trines, is  not  "  invariable;"  for  he  fays, 
quicker  than  I  could  have  thought  it,  "  how- 
"  ever,  it  is  not  univerfally  the  cafe,  that 
*'  the  parts  whicli  i  have  called  firft  in  or- 
"  der,  are  always  fo;  on  the  contraiy,  we 
"  find  that  this  order  is  inveited  in  fome 

cafes." 

The  firft  order  of  parts  affecled  is  the 
"  fl<:in,"  (1  fuppofe  that  he  means  any  part 
of  the  (kin,  for  I  infift  upon  it,  that  any 
part  of  it  may  be  afFc61cd)  "  tonfils,  nole, 

"  threat. 
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"  throat,  infide  of  the  mouth,  and  fome- 
"  thues  the  tongue."  The  fecond  order  of 
parts  is  "  the  periofteum,  fafciae,  and  bones. 
"  Perhaps  the  bones  come  into  action 
"  from  the  membrane  being  affefted."  Thus 
far  the  firft  and  fecond  order  of  parts. 
To  account  for  thefe  fucceffions,  as  if  man 
were  a  pine-apple,  the  Profefl.br  appeals  to' 
heat  and  to  cold.  He  appeals  to  the  affec- 
tion of  parts,  in  the  fame  fuccefl^on  as, 
he  thinks,  they  are  found  in  comparative 
order  and  degree  from  heat  to  cold,  as  if  the 
bones"  of  the  leg  (particularly  the  fore  part 
of  the  tibia)  were  not  as  much  expofed  to 
cold,  as  many  of  the  parts  where  the  fymp- 
toms  are  faid  to  appear,  in  the  firft  order, 
atlhough  this  fymptom  of  affe6lion  is  there 
fet  down  amongft  the  fecond,  and  the  lateft 
of  the  fecond  order  of  parts.  Can  there 
be  more  fuperficial  argument  advanced,  than 
that  the  tibia  is  not  fuperficially  fituated  r 
But  this  do6lrinc,  of  reafoning  from  the  cf- 
fc6ls  of  cold,  I  have  always  coiifidered  as 
chimericah  I  have  all  along  aflerted,  that 
every  difcafc  is  marked  by  its  ov/n  idiofyn- 
crafy,  and  that  it  is  by  tlie  fymptoms  only 
that  we  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe.    This  idea  of  heat  and 

cold 
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cold  has  been  hinted  at  by  Aftruc,  yet  I  can- 
not give  the  fmalleft  credit  to  it.    But  the 
Profeflbr  obHges  himfelf  to  beheve  it,  not- 
withilanding  he  hath  in  his  pofTeffion  one 
of  the  fame  general  arguments  which  Ifliall 
produce  ^  not  becaufe  he  hath  only  remarked 
it,  but  becaufe  it  ftrikes  my  convi61ion  as 
much  more  founded  upon  reafon,  than  tliat 
upon  which  he  hath  folely  relied.    I  fay, 
that  thefe  orders  of  fymptoms,  even  if  they 
did  fo  occur,  and  which  I  deny  that  they 
generally  do  under  any  given  rule,  could 
not  occur  from  the  caufe  of  cold  ;  and  here  is 
my  obvious  reafon,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  de- 
rived its  origin  from,  and  is  endemial  in  that 
climate  where  the  fpecifick  heat  of  the  ex- 
ternal air  is  greater  than  the  heat  of  the 
blood  of  man  who  breathes  that  air.  But 
we  know  that  the  difeafe  is  generated  in  parts 
of  tlie  body  not  very  fufceptible  of  cold; 
and  we  have  been  told  by  Wallis  and  Cook, 
that  at  Otaheite  its  ravages  are  rapid.  The 
Profeflbr  is,  perhaps,  the  worfl  logician  that 
ever  undertook  to  make  the  befl:  of  a  bad 
argument.    Does  he  not  know,  that,  if  he 
fail  in  his  great  outlines  of  truth,  all  his 
fubordinate  conclufions  will  fail  alfo,  as  the 
plus  muft  include  the  minus^    Do  not  all 

morbid 
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morbid  difeafes,  and  do  not  all  poifonous 
difeafes  originate  in  warm  countries  ?  And 
is  not  cdid  air  the  grand  fpecifrck  againft 
them?  I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  faid,  that 
the  throat  is  conflantly  fanned  with  cold  air  j 
but  notwithftanding,  I  cannot  help  infilling 
upon  it  that  the  throat  is  not  the  coldeft  of 
parts,  but  that  it  is  a  part  where  the  blood 
veflels  come  home  to  the  very  furfacej  and 
as  it  is  the  general  effort  of  nature  to  throw 
that  upon  the  extremities  of  blood  veffels, 
which  is  obnoxious  to  the  blood,  fo  I  can 
conclude  that  the  difeafe  will  be  more  rapid 
arid  more  early  there  than  any  where  elfe.  If 
this  be  the  true  theory,  at  leaft  it  accounts 
for  why  the  fafciae,  periofteum,  bonesj  and 
'  parts  in  which  the  circulation  of  blood  is  not 
fo  compleat,  come  laft  in  the  order  of  difeafe, 
as  already  afferted  ;  and  it  alfo  accounts  for 
why  thefe  are  found  the  more  difficult  of 
cure. 

The  difference  betvvixt  the  ProfefTor  and 
myfelf  feems  to  be  this ;  He,  to  deftroy  an 
edifice  of  human  conflruftion,  (and  fuch  is 
the  theory  of  the  difeafe  in  queftion)  begins 
where  he  fhould  end,  with  railily  dragging 
away  its  foundation  flone.    I  creep  flowly 
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on  to  trace  effe6ts  gradatim  up  to  caufes, 
and  unrefiflingly  remove  theloofened  ftones, 
in  order  to  fix  them  firm,  and  make  the  edi- 
fice yet  more  foHd  !  And  now  for  the  "  fum- 
mary  doftrine"  of  the  Profeffor,  v/hich  I 
fliall  confider  in  a  Hght  fomewhat  fnnilar  to 
articles  of  capitulation  betwixt  us.  He  fays, 
"  The  above  account  of  the  lues  venerea  may 
"  be  reduced  to  the  following  heads  : 

"  Firft,  That  mofl  parts,  if  not  all,  that 
"  are  afFe61ed  in  the  lues  venerea,  are  afFe6l- 
"  ed  with  the  venereal  irritation  at  the  fame 
"  time."  No.  Previous  to  any  parts  being 
conftitutionally  affefted,  irritation  of  the 
blood,  where  the  venereal  contamination  is 
circulating,  is  firfl  to  be  obferved  upon ;  and  • 
this  is  the  fymptomatick  fever,  or  conftituti- 
onal  effort,  by  which  the  venereal  eruptions 
are  thrown  upon  the  furface ;  after  which 
fome  irritation  may,  or  may  not  accompany 
the  parts  affefted. 

^'  Secondly,  The  parts  expofed  to  cold  are 
the  firfl  that  ta^e  the  venereal  a6lion  ; 
"  then  the  deeper  feated  parts,  according  to 
"  their  fufceptibility  for  fuch  a6lion."  No, 
for  the  reafon  which  I  have  already  ailigned. 

Thirdly, 
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"  Thirdly,  Thevenerealdifpofition,  when 
once  formed  in  a  part,  muft  neceffarily  go 
"  on  to  form  the  venereal  aftion."  No. 
We  know  nothing,  nor  can  we  know  any 
thing  of  difpofition  J  we  are  given  no  warn- 
ing of  venereal  attack.  We  know  nothing 
of  it,  until  we  fee  or  feel  its  a£lion. 

Fourthly,  That  all  parts  of  the  body, 
"  under  fuch  difpofition,  do  not  run  into 
"  a6lion  equally  faft,  fome  requiring  fix  or 
eight  weeks,  others  as  many  months." 
No.  The  a6lion,  whether  rapid  or  flow, 
will  greatly  depend  upon  the  parts  firft  lo- 
cally afxecThed,  upon  the  degree  of  virulence 
of  this  firft  attack,  and  upon  the  fufceptibi- 
lity  of  the  blood  for  receiving  the  infe6fion, 
and  expelling  it  by  fever  upon  any  parts  of 
the  body.    The  time  is  indefinite. 

"  Fifthly,  In  the  parts  that  come  into 
"  action  firlt,  the  difeafe  goes  on  increafing, 
"  without  wearing  itfelf  out  ;  while  thcfc 
*'  that  are  fecond  in  time,  follow  the  fame 
"  courfe."  Granted,  that  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe does  not  "  cure  itfelf." 
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"  Sixthly,  Mercury  hinders  the  venereal 
difeafe  from  forming,  or  in  other  words » 
"  prevents  contamination."  Granted. 

"  Seventhly,  Mercury  does  not  deftroy  a 
"  difpofition  already  formed."  If  I  knew,  or 
could  by  any  divine  intuition  know,  of  fuch 
difpofition,  I  could  deftroy  it  by  mercury. 

"  Eighthly^  Mercury  hinders  the  aclion 
*'  from  taking  place,  although  the  difpofi- 

tion  be  formed."  Granted,  upon  the  con- 
ditions recited  in  the  feventh  article. 

"  Ninthly,  Mercury  cures  the  a6lion." 
Granted,  that  mercury  deftroys  the  effefts  of 
venereal  virus  on  the  blood,  and  then  the 
a6lion  is  cured  of  courfe ;  but  that  fome- 
times  mercury  requires,  to  effe6t  this,  adven- 
titious aids. 

Page  316.    Chap.  II. 

•  Of  the  Symptoms  of  the  Lues  Venerea, 

The  Profefibr,  in  this  chapter,  fets  off 
afrefh,  with  acknowledging  general  truths, 
and  difclaiming  his  former  afiertions.  We 

now 
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liovv  hear  nothing  more  of  the  piethodlft. 
He  proceeds  to  defcribe  the  difeafe  as  it  is  i  and 
we  ihall  find,  that  he  tells  us  a  different  ftory 
to  that  which  he  has  been  lately  telling  us  ; 
and  we  fhall  find,  that  now  the  difeafe 
is  the  fame  always,  but  that  it  is  the  confti- 
tution  which  caufes  the  variation  in  its  fymp- 
toms,  both  with  refpeft  to  theh  order  of  ap- 
pearance, to  the  effefts  produced  when  they 
have  appeared,  and  to  the  time  of  their  ap- 
pearance. The  trammels  of  method  are 
flung  all  afide  as  trafli.  The  certainty  that 
the  fymptoms  are  venereal,  prima  facie  ^  is  ex- 
ploded. For,  to  afcertain  that  fa6l,  "  We 
"  are  often  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
"  preceding  hiflory  of  the  cafe,  before  we  can 
"  form  any  judgment  upon  it."  Specifick 
diftance  tumbles  down  altogether  alfo  :  "  For 
"  I  can  eafily  conceive,  that  a  peculiarity  of 
conflitution  may  make  a  very  material 
"  difference  in  the  appearance  of  the  fame 
"  fpecific  complaint  J  and  I  am  certain  that 
"  the  folids,  according  to  their  different  na- 
"  tures,  produce  a  very  different  appearance 
"  when  attacked  with  this  difeafe."  The 
fpecifick  time  for  the  aj)pearance  of  fymp- 
toms, and  their  order  of  appearance,  tumble 
down  next  :      The  difference  of  conftitu- 

tion, 
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"  tion,  and  of  the  farpe  parts  at  diftereiit 
times,  may  have  Confiderable  effects  in 
"  the  .difeafe  appearing  fooner  qr  later.  This 
*'  I  am  certain  of,  that  the  different  parts 
of  the  body  produce  a  very  confiderable 
difference  in  the  times  of  appearance  of 

the  difeafe."  "  In  many  cafes  the  lo- 

cal  effefts  are  much  later  than  fix  weeks, 
*'  and  in  many  much  fooner,"  Order  of 
parts,  in  their  turn,  not  only  tumble  down, 
but  are  XOvCrufiied  in  their  fall,  and  fo  jum- 
bled together,  as  never  more  to  be  again  fet 
up  under  any  diilinguiiliing  order  whatever, 
neither  Corinthian,  Dorick,  lonick,  Tufcan, 
nor  Compofite  :  "  I  have  feen  cafes  when  the 
"  periofleum,  or  bone  was  affe6led  prior  to 
"  any  other  partj  whether  in  the  fame 
"  cafes  it  might  in  the  end  have  affeded  the 
"  fkin  or  throat,  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay. 
"  But  it  is  pofTible  that  the  fecond  order  of 
"  parts  may  be  affefted,  without  the  firfl 
^'  having  ever  been  contaminated."  Who 
hath  not  feen  Hogarth's  tail-piece  ? 

The  chimerical  idea  of  the  influence  of 
cold  is  imperceptibly  flolen  away,  never 
having  been  introduced  as  a  prominent  cha- 
ra6ter  in  the  venereal  drama  of  the  Profcf- 

for  ; 
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for  i  but  only  as  a  little  epifodical  tr^it,  to 
prove  that  the  Profeflbr  could  now  under- 
lland  Aftruc.  It  therefore  was  not  necef- 
fary  that  it  fliould  be  again  revived.  But  as 
the  criticks  fay  of  the  volatile  Mercutio  in 
Romeo  and  Juliet,  the  author  killed  him, 
becaufe  he  had  no  further  occafion  for  him. 

"  We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  fimilar  parts 
come  fooner  into  a61:ion,  and  appear  to 
go  on  more  rapidly  with  it,  as  they  are 
"  nearer  the  fource  of  circulation."  This 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  reafon  which  ap- 
proaches much  nearer  to  the  truth  than  the 
doctrine  of  cold. 

"  The  circumftance  of  its  being  very  late 
*'  in  appearing  in  fome  parts,  has  made 
"  many  fuppofe  that  the  poifon  lurked  in 

the  folids ;  and  others,  that  it  kept  cir- 
"  culating  in  the  blood  for  years."  When 
the  venereal  difeafe  does  appear,  after  a  cer-  - 
tain  length  of  time,  from  original  infe6tion, 
and  when  the  ProfefTor  doubts  that  it  did 
neither  lurk  in  the  folids  nor  blood,  where 
does  he  think  that  the  venereal  difeafe,  be- 
twixt the  hour  of  firft  infeftion  and  the 
hour  of  its  fecond  coming  in  the  form  of 
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lues  venerea,  did  all  that  while  refide  ?  What 
other  natural  habitation  is  there  in  the  hu-i 
man  frame,  and  which  is  neither  fohd  nor 
fluid  ?  But  what  is  this  new  o  jiniofn  which 
immediately  follows  ? 

"  We  never  find  that  a  man  had  a  chan- 
"  ere  a  twelvemonth  ago,  and  that  it  broke 
"  out  after  in  venereal  fcurfs  lipon  the  fkin, 
"  or  ulcers  in  the  throat."  I  will  make  the 
Profeflbr  anfwer  to  this.  "  The  lues  vene- 
-  "  rea  generally  arifes  from  gonorrhoea  or 

chancre."* — "  From  the  latter  oftener 

than  the  former,  by  one  hundred  to 
"  6ne."-f — That  the  parts  firft  afFe6led  are 

the  fkin,  throat,  kc"t—''  The  time  for 
"  its  appearance,  after  it  has  got  into  the 

eonftitution,  is  not  certain. "§  It  may  not 
be  improper  now  to  clflc  the  Profelforj  what 
he  calls  the  conftitution  ?  What  part  of  the 
human  frame  it  is,  when  he  excepts  the 
folids  and  blood  ?  "Oh  that  mine  enemy 
"  would  write  a  book  !"|| 
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Page  319. 

I.  Of  the  Symptoms  of  the  Jirft  Stage  of  the 
Lues  Venerea. 

The  firfl  fymptoms  after  abforption,  are 

either  on  "  the  Ikin,  throat,  or  mouth."  

"  Thefe  differ  from  one  another,  according 
"  to  the  nature  of  the  parts  affefted." — 
"  The  appearance  of  thefidn  I  fhall  call  the 
"  firft,  although  it  is  not  always  the  firft 
"  appearance  ^  for  that  in  the  throat  is  ofteQ 
"  as  early  a  fymptom  as  any."- — "  The  ap- 
"  pearances  of  the  Ikin  generally  fhew  them- 
"  felves  firft  in  difcolourations,  making  the 
"  fkin  appear  mottled,  many  of  them  difap- 
"  pearing,  whilft  others  continue  and  in- 
"  creafe  with  the  difeafe." — "  In  others  in 
"  diftin 61  blotches." — "  The  appearances  of 
*'  the  fKin  generally  fhew  themfelves  in 
"  every  part  of  the  body."  Are  all  parts  of 
the  body  equally  cold  ? 

The  Profefibr  recites  many  other  differen- 
ces which  authorife  me  to  declare,  that  he 
cannot  definitely  defcribc  thefe  eruptions. 
"  How  far  certain  appearances  are  peculiar 
*'  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  I  know  not."  This 
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verifies  my  laft  afTertion,  and  proves,  that  he 
cannot  always  determine  whether  eruptions, 
which  vary  in  their  appearances,  be  venereal 
eruptions,  or  not  3  and  I  am  confident  that 
he  cannot,  without  previoufly  afking  quef- 
tioiis  leading  to  afcertain  that  fa6l. 

"  The  fecond  part  in  which  it  appears,  is 
"  moft  commonly  the  throat,  fometimes  the 

mouth,  and  the  tongue."  The  Prof effor 
himfelf  fliall  alfo  prove  in  this  inftance,  that 
he  cannot  define  to  a  certainty,  what  ulcers 
are  venereal,  and  what  are  not.  "  This  fpe- 
"  cies  of  ulcer  is  generally  tolerably  well 
"  marked  j  yet  it  is  perhaps  in  all  cafes  not 
*'  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  others  that  attack 
"  this  part,  for  fome  fhall  have  the  appear- 
"  ance  of  beiiig  venereal,  and  what  are  really 
*'  venereal  fliall  refemble  thofe  that  are 
"  not."*  But  here  the  -Profeflbr  hath  fur- 
ilifiied  us  with  a  cafe,  which  at  once  deftroys 
three  of  his  pofitions,  and  cripples  a  fourth. 
"  A  gentleman  had  a  chancre  in  May,  1 78 1  : 

In  the  fame  month  next  year,  1782,  he 
"  had  a  gonorrhoea  j  and  in  May,  1783,  he 
"  had  a  fore  throat.    He  had  no  connection 

with  anv  woman  from  September,  1782, 

till 
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"  till  May,  1783,  which  was  about  a  fort- 
"  night  before  his  throat  became  fore,  and 
"  had  no  immediate  local  complaint.  When 

I  faw  the  fore  throat  fir  ft,  I  faid  it  was  not 
"  venereal  ;  and  he  being  of  a  he6tic  ha- 
"  bit,  was  defired  to  go  to  Briftol.  When 
"  at  Biiftol,  an  ulcer  appeared  at  the  root  of 

the  uvula.  When  I  faw  this  ulcer,  I  faid 
"  it  was  venereal.  He  went  through  a 
"  courfe  of  mercury,  and  was-  cured."  My 
readers  cannot  have  forgotten  an  affertion  of 
the  ProfeiTor  a  page  or  two  before.  "  We 
"  never  find  that  a  man  had  a  chancre  a 
"  twelvemonth  ago,  and  that  it  broke  out 

after  in  venereal  fcurfs  upon  the  fkin,  or 
"  ulcers  in  the  throat."  God  of  Heaven  ! 
is  it  poffible  that  a  man  fliould  be  fo  incau- 
tious, that  he  fhould  fo  fport  vv^ith  confif- 
tency  ?  If  chancre  produced  this  lues  vene- 
rea, the  fpecifick  time  was  two  years  ;  half 
that  time  he  denies.  If  gonorrhoea  produced 
it,  the  fpecifick  time  was  one  year;  that 
power  he  denies  altogether.  If  the  virus 
were  abforbed,  without  leaving  any  local 
impreffion,  if  that  were  the  mode  by  w^hich 
this  infe6lion  was  conveyed,  and  if  virus  can 
make  fo  rapid  a  progrefs  in  a  little  fortnight, 
as  to  produce  a  fore  throat,  and  if  that  fore 

0^2  throat 
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throat  be  the  primary  fymptom  of  infcclion, 
why  then  at  leall:  fix  weeks  is  not  an  early 
period  j  and  virus  may  not  only  be  firft  dif- 
covered  in  the  fymptom  of  bubo,  but  it  may 
go  further ;  an  ulcer  in  the  throat  may  be 
the  firft  fymptom.  And  the  advice  which 
he  gave,  that  yet  a  little  while,  and  it  is  not 
venereal,  and  then  that  it  is,  proves  that  he 
has  no  definite  judgement  in  that  inftance 
alfo. 

More  is  yet  proved  by  this  cafe,  that  it  is 
afcertained  by  the  Profeflbr  to  be  venereal, 
becaufe  it  was  cured  by  m.ercury,  and  not  a 
doubt  has  he  advanced  to  the  contrary. 

Page  324. 

2.  BjXperiments  made  to  ascertain  the  Frogrefs 
ajid  Eff'eBs  of  the  Venereal  Poifo?i. 

"  Two  pun6l'ures  were  made  on  the  penis, 
with  a  lancet  dipped  in  venereal  matter 
"  from  a  gonorrhoea  3  onepunfture  was  on 
*'  the  glans,  the  other  was  on  the  prepuce." 
— "  This  was  done  in  May,  1767.'— "  Botli 
"  thefe  experiments  took  efFe6l,  and  in  a 
"  fortnight  after  the  chancres  in  confequence 
"  had  gone  through  the  local  treatment,  by 

"  the 
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"  the  repeated  application  of  cauflic3  and 
"  by  drelling  them  with  mercurial  oint- 
"  ment,  they  were  allowed  to  heal  up,  and 

which  they  readily  did."  On  this  I  fhall 
make  a  few  obfervations  before  I  proceed 
further  in  tlie  cafe,  thus  clearing  my  ground 
as  I  go.  And  firft  of  all  I  will  prove  that 
the  ProfeiTor  has  treated  thefe  chancres  in 
exa6lly  the  fame  manner,  as  he  has  treated 
chancres  when  he  never  expedled  that  the 
virus  fhould  ever  after  return.  "  The  fim- 
"  pleft  method  of  treating  a  chancre  is  by 
"  deftroying  or  extirpating  it,  wdiereby  it 

is  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  common  fore 
"  or  wound,  and  heals  up  as  fuch."  "  The 
"  cauflic  fhould  be  continued  till  the  fur- 
"  face  of  the  fore  looks  red,  after  having 
"  thrown  off  the  flaughs ;  after  it  has  ar- 
"  rived  at  this  ftate,  it  will  be  found  to 

heal  like  any  other  fore  produced  from 
"  cauflic." — "  Flowever,  as  our  knowledge 
"  of  the  extent  of  the  difeafe  is  not  always 

certain  3  and  as  this  uncertainty  increafes 

as  the  fize  of  the  chancre,  it  becomes  ne- 
"  ceffary  in  fome  degree,  to  affift  the  cure 
"  by  proper  dreffnigs ;  and  therefore  it  may 
*'  be  prudent  to  drels  the  fore  with  mercu- 

rial  ointment.  From  fucli  treatment  there 

"  is 
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is  but  little  danger  of  the  conftitution 
"  being  infe6led,  efpecially  if  the  chancre 
"  has  been  deftroyed  almoft  immediately 
"  upon  its  firft  appearance,  as  we  may  then 
*'  rcafonably  fuppofe  there  has  not  been 

time  for  abforption."*  It  already  appears 
tliat  the  cauftick  was  applied  and  repeated 
in  time,  for  the  chancres  healed.  It  now 
only  remains  for  me  to  compare  the  time 
that  the  cauftick  was  applied  here  intention- 
ally not  to  cure,  with  the  cauftick  that  is 
applied  with  the  intention  to  cure.  The 
cauftick  here  was  applied  eleven  days  after 
the  infeclion,  andjuftas  the  chancres  began 
to  difcharge  fome  matter.  "  The  diftance 
"  of  time  in  its  application  and  effe6ts  upon 
"  the  parts  is  uncertain  j  but  upon  the 
"  whole  rather  longer  than  the  gonorrhoea." 
"  I  have  known  cafes  where  the  chancres 
"  have  appeared  twenty-four  hours,  and  I 
"  have  known  them  feven  weeks. "-f  So 
that  I  may  fairly  infer  that  the  cauftick  was 
as  foon  applied  here  to  prevent  abforption, 
as  eft'eftually  applied  here  to  deftroy  and  to 
heal  the  chancre ;  and  the  method  to  all  in- 
tents as  exactly  followed  to  cure  a  chancre 
compleatly,  as  to  make  an  experiment.  And 

now 
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now  let  us  again  revert  to  the  cafe.  "  Four 
"  months  afterwards  the  chanci'e  on  the 
*'  prepuce  broke  out  again,  and  very  ftimu- 
"  latmg  appHcations  were  tried;  but  thefe 
"  feemed  not  to  agree  with  it,  and  by  letting 
"  it  alone,  it  healed  up.  This  it  did  feveral 
"  times  afterwards,  but  always  healed  up 
*'  of  itfelf.  That  in  the  glans  never  re- 
"  turned."  Here  \yq  find  that  the  venereal 
poifon  was  not  deftroyed  by  cauftick,  that 
although  it  firft  healed  up  as  a  "  common 
"  fore,"  it  broke  out  again  four  months 
after ;  it  would  be  no  longer  amufed  with 
ftimulants,  but  healed  up  of  its  own  accord, 
without  dreffings,  or  mercury  in  any  form ; 
nay,  that  it  played  the  fame  prank  repeat- 
edly, and  healed  up  fpontaneoufly.  Here 
we  find  an  inverfion  of  venereal  fa61s.  A 
chancre,  locally  produced,  healing  up,  re- 
maining healed  four  months,  breaking  out 
again,  and  healing  fpontaneoufly,  over  and 
over  again.  Before  I  ftir  one  fmgle  line 
further  in  the  cafe,  I  will  firil:  declare  my 
opinion  that  none  of  thefe  lafl:  recited  fymp- 
toms  were  venereal ;  and  that,  during  the 
four  months,  the  virus  did  not  fleep  in  the 
healed  chancre ;  and  that  the  perfon  upon 
whom  the  Profeflbr  tried  the  experiment 

amufed 
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amufccl  him,  if  he  lold  him  that  he  had 
been  chaftej  and  that  if  he  told  him  to  the 
contrary,  the  fable  is  all  at  an  end.  For  I  pe'r- 
fift  in  the  aflertion,  that  the  chancre  which 
broke  out  at  the  end  of  the  four  months  was 
not  from  the  firft  infe61ion,  if  it  were  vene- 
real, and  that  the  facceeding  ulcers  were 
not  venereal  at  any  rate.  But  to  proceed. 
"  While  the  fores  remained  on  the  prepuce 
"  and  glans,  a  fwelling  took  place  in  one  of 
"  the  glans  of  the  right  groin."  The  Pro- 
feflbr  (after  flourifhi ng  away  with  his  new- 
opinion  of  diffolving  bubo)  tells  us,  that  the 
fores  upon  the  penis  v^ere  healed  before  the 
redu6lion  of  the  bubo  was  attempted  ^  and 
that  then,  with  fcientifick  adroitnefs  peculiar 
to  himfelf,  he  "  rubbed  in  as  much  mer- 
"  cury  as  to  reduce  the  gland  confiderably  j 
"  it  was  then  left  off,  for  the  intention  was 
"  not  to  cure  it  completely  at  prefent.  The 
"  gland  fome  time  after,"  for  he  does  not 
fay  what  time,  "  began  to  fwell  again,  and 
"  as  much  mercury  was  then  rubbed  in  as 
"  appeared  to  be  fufhcient  for  the  entire 
"  redu6lion  of  the  gland  j  but  it  was  meant 
"  to  do  no  more  than  to  cure  the  gland 
locally,  without  giving  enough  to  pre- 
"  vent  the  conftitution  fi'om  being  conta- 
)  "  minated." 
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"  minated."  Here  I  mufl  recall  the  atten- 
tion oF  my  readers  again,  to  fee  whether  the 
intention  of  experiment  and  the  intention  of 
cure,  be  not  one  and  the  fame  fyftem  with 
the  Profelfor.  But  of  the  two,  the  intention 
for  experiment  will  be  proved  to  be  more 
effeClaal  for  radical  cure,  than  what  he  has 
adopted  for  rjadical  cure  itfelf.  "  Rubbing 
"  in  half  a  dram  of  mercurial  ointment 
"  every  night,  purfaing  this  courfe  till  the 
"  gland  is  reduced  to  its  natural  fize,  will  be 
"  fufficient,  and  probably  will  be  a  good 
"  fecurity  for  the  conftitution,  provided  the 
"  chancre,  which  may  have  been  the  caufe 
"  of  the  bubo,  heals  at  the  fame  time."* 
In  this  cafe  of  experiment,  the  chancre,  the 
imaginary  chancre  healed  firil  of  all ;  but 
in  the  intention  for  a  cure  as  above  recited, 
it  appears  that  if  the  chancre  got  well  while 
the  bubo  diffolved,  flop  at  the;  diffolution  of 
the  bubo,  and  the  conftitution  is  fafe.  And 
now  to  proceed :  "  About  two  months  after 
"  the  laft  attack  of  the  bubo,  a  little  fharp 
"  pricking  v/as  felt  in  one  of  the  tonfils  in 
"  1  wallowing  any  thing  ;  and  on  infpecfion 

a  fm.all  ulcer  was  found,  which  was  al- 
*'  lowed  to  go  on  till  the  nature  of  it  was 

Part  III.  R  afccr- 
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"  afcertaincdj  and  then  recouife  was  had  to 
mercury.  The  mercury  was  thrown  in 
"  by  the  fame  leg  and  thigh  as  before,  to 
"  fecure  the  gland  more  effeftually,  al- 
though  that  was  not  probably  neceflary." 
To  cure  the  conftitution  of  venereal  infec- 
tion, it  is,  I  believe,  very  immaterial  whether 
the  mercury  be  rubbed  in  on  the  right  leg 
and  thigh,  the  left,  or  on  both ;  and  the 
gland  where  the  bubo  had  formerly  been, 
but  where  it  now  vv^as  not,  required  no  par- 
ticular mark  of  the  ProfefTor's  attention, 
although  he  did  fhew  it  fuch  partial  regard. 
The  poifon  had  already  gone  into  the  confti- 
tution, and  the  ProfefTor,  unlefs  he  thought 
that  it  would  return  again  to  the  groin  after 
its  entire  redu6lion,  as  well  as  it  did  four 
months  afterwards  return  to  the  chancre, 
after  it  was  healed,  performed  a  harmlefs 
a6l  of  fuperftition  j  for  he  might  have  as  rea- 
fonably  looked  for  the  track  of  a  tranfient 
arrow  in  the  air,  as  that  the  venereal  virus 
diilodged  as  it  was  from  a  part  locally  in- 
fected, and  healed  for  four  months,  or  two 
months  even,  fhould  return  to  that  very  part 
again.  Suppofmg  the  furface  of  the  body 
to  be  one  hundred  thoufand  times  more  than 
tliat  very  fpot  where  the  local  complaint  was. 
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and  fuppofing,  after  the  infe<5lion  be  gone 
into  the  conftitution,  that  this  fame  fpot 
be  again  infe6led,  and  this  fpot  only,  then 
fuch  were  the  odds  againft  the  Profeflbr's 
experiment  in  this  inftance  of  the  return  of 
chancre,  and  fuch  the  proportionate  odds  of 
a  bubo  coming  on  afrefli,  and  of  the  fame 
gland  in  the  groin  being  infecled  from  the 
conftitutional  infection  j  for  the  one  was 
before  completely  healed,  and  the  other  was 
completely  reduced,  and  as  much  fo  as  if  he 
intended  radically  to  cure  both,  as  I  have 
already  proved,  but  yet  I  will  here  produce 
another  voucher  to  the  fa6l.       A  part  once 
"  perfe6lly  cured  is  never  irritated  again  by 
"  the  fame  flock  of  infection,  though  pro- 
"  bably  fome  other  parts  in  the  conftitution 
"  are  ftill  under  the  venereal  irritation."* 
How  does  the  ProfeiTor  like  this  quotation  ? 
But  to  the  cafe:  "  As  foon  as  the  ulcer  was 
Ikinned  over,  the  mercury  was  left  off, 
"  it  not  being  intended  to  deftroy  the  poi- 
"  fon,  but  to  obferve  what  parts  it  would 
"  next  affeft."    Let  us  compare  the  inten- 
tion here,  with  another  intention  in  another 
part  of  the  great  work.    "  When  a  fore  has 
"  })ut  on  a  healthy  look,  when  the  hard 

K  2  bafis 
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^'  bafis  has  become  foft,  and  it  has  fKinned 
"  over  kindly,  it  may  be  looked  upon  as 
"  cured."*    In  the  fame  page  he  fays,  "  In 

very  large  chancres  it  may  not  be  neccf- 
*'  fary  always  to  continue  the  application  of 
"  mercury,  eitlier  for  internal  or  external 
"  a6lion,  till  the  fore  is  healed."  Then  here 
I  think  that  no  more  real  intention  is  ac- 
tually difcovered  in  this  ftage  of  the  grand 
experiment,  than  there  has  been  in  any  of 
the  former.  But  to  proceed:  "  About  three 
"  months  after,  copper  coloured  blotches 
"  broke  out  on  the  fkin,  and  the  former 

ulcer  returned  in  the  tonfd.  Mercury  was 
"  now  applied  the  fecond  time  for  thefe 
"  effecis  of  the  poifon  from  the  conilitu- 
"  tion,  but  fl:ill  only  with  a  view  to  pal- 
*'  liate.  It  was  left  off  a  fecond  time,  and 
"  the  attention  was  given  to  mark  where  it 

would  break  out  next,  but  it  returned 
"  again  in  the  lame  part."  The  unfortu- 
nate Profefibr,  for  fo  I  muiL  pall  him,  for 
Lmf;ortunate  he  is,  that  like  Aftsson,  he 
lliould  be  devoured  thus  by  liis  own  hounds 
never  leaves  me  at  a  lofs  for  condemnation' 
from  put  of  his  own  new  opinions.    *'  We 

never  find  that  a  man  had  a  chancre  a 

"  tweivemontl^ 
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twelvemonth  ago,  and  that  it  hroke  out 
"  citlier  hi  venereal  fcurfs  upon  the  ihin, 
"  or  uleers  in  the  throat.''"'-  What,  is  not 
tlie  twelvemoinh  yet  expired  ?  But  we  fhall 
immediately  fee  whether  it  be  or  not,  for  I 
hnd  that  I  am  come  already  to  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  cafe.  "  It  not  appearing  that 
"  any  further  knowledge  was  to  be  pro- 

cured  by  only  palliating  the  difeafe,  a 
"  fourth  time  in  the  tonhls,  and  a  third 
"  tin:ie  in  the  Ikin,  mercury  was  now  given 
'■  in  fufBcient  quantity,  and  for  a  proper 
"  time,  to  complete  the  cure.    The  time  the 

experiment  took  up,  from  the  firft  infer- 
"  tion  to  the  complete  cure,  was  about  three 

years."  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  the 
Profeiibr  gave  more  mercury  now  than  be- 
fore, becaufe  he  has  all  along  afierted  that 
thefe  complaints  are  cured  in  a  fhorter  time 
than  local  ones,  and  require  lefs  mercury. 
"  For  the  moft  part  a  much  fmaller  quantity 
"  of  mercury  is  fufficient  for  the  cure  of 
"  fuch  fymptoms,  than  what  is  neceffary  for 

the  cure  of  local  complaints. "-j- 

In  cafting  up  the  regiffcred  account  of 
tim  :  vv^hich  the  Profeiibr  has  been  pleafcd  to 

annex 
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annex  to  llie  calc,  not  more  than  twelve 
months  out  of  tlie  three  years  are  recorded. 
Befides,  as  he  appears  to  have  left  off  his 
correft  defcription  with  the  third  coming  of 
ulcers  in  the  tonfils,  and  as  "we  never  find 
"  that  a  man  had  a  chancre  a  twelvemonth 
ago,  and  that  it  broke  out  either  in  vene- 
"  real  fcurfs  upon  the  Ikin,  or  ulcers  in  the 
"  throat,"  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that 
there  was  in  this  inftance  an  intended  com- 
plaifance  in  the  difeafe  for  this  great  event 
and  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  alfo  that  the 
difeafe  took  up  two  more  years  for  the  fourth 
'return  of  ulcers  in  the  throat  and  fcurfs 
upon  the  fldn !  And  as  I  have  already  proved, 
(and  I  defy  the  ftrongefi:  advocate  he  has  to 
fay  I  have  not)  that  any  intention  of  con- 
tinuing the  difeafe  muft  have  been  impof- 
iible,  the  Profeffor  having  treated,  or  told 
us  that  he  treated  it,  which  is  all  the  fame 
to  him  and  to  me  too,  every  fymptom  in  the 
cafe  exadly  as  he  treated  the  fame  with  in- 
tention to  cure  ;  therefore  either  the  inten- 
tion to  protra6l  the  difeafe,  for  the  fake  of 
experiments,  is  all  an  impofition,  or  his  mode 
of  cure  is  faife.   Both  cannot  be  right.  And 
as  I  am  confident  that  the  cafe  is  not  fo  told, 
that  any  advantages  are  to  be  derived  from 

it  J 
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it  i  as  it  bears  ftrong  marks  of  improbabi- 
lity, as  it  is  inaccurate  to  a  degree,  as  the 
regifter  of  time  and  of  fymptoms  is  loofe 
and  vague,  and  as  there  is  "  Hiatus  'valde 
dejiendus^'  of  at  leaft  two  years,  I  fliall 
not  hefitate,  for  I  fcorn  to  deceive,  to  fling 
the  experiments  out  beyond  all  queftion, 
as  unprofitable,  as  impoffible,  and  as  ano- 
ther "  tale  told,  fignifying  nothing." 

"  Ludicrous  nature  which  at  once  can  fliow 
"  A  man  fo  very  high,  fo  very  low  !"* 

Page  327. 

3.  Of  the  Byjnptoms  of  the  fecond  Stage  of  the 
Lues  Venerea. 

"  This  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is  not  fo  well 
"  marked  as  the  former,  and  as  it  is  of  more 
"  importance,  it  requires  all  our  difcern- 
"  ment  to  determine  what  the  difeafe  is."  I 
have  already  proved  from  the  Profeflbr's  own 
words,  that  he  cannot  decide  upon  the  ve- 
nereal fymptoms,  prima  facie ^  in  what  he 
quaintly  calls  the  "  firfi  order  of  parts." 
And  now  the  "  fecond  order  of  parts,"  (for 
I*  hug  the  diflinftion,  becaufe  it  is  a  dif- 

tinction 

*  Churchill. 
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tiii6^i()n  often  confounded)  appear  to  be 
marked  with  a  diftindion  far  lefs  compre- 
henfd^le  and  definite.  Then  how  is  that  to 
be  defcribed  upon  fyfteni  which  is  not  yet 
defined  ?  Which  is  not  yet  underftood  ?  Can 
the  Profelfor  point  out  the  fpot  where  the 
loil  objefl  was,  before  he  has  found  it  ?  I 
do  not  mean  to  infuiuate  that  the  Profedbr 
is  the  moft  ignorant  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
fymptoms  arifmg;  out  of  wliat  he  calls  the 
fecond  order  of  parts  j  for  although  he  has 
thought  proper  to  drop  the  phrafe,  I  like  it 
fo  well,  that  I  fliall  adopt  it ;  I  only  mean 
to  afiert  that  he  is  not  more  particularly  ex- 
pert than  others  in  defining  the  fymptoms 
arifm<?'  in  his  "  fecond  order  of  uarts."  "  The 
"  deeper  feated  parts  affefted  are  the  peri- 
"  ofteum,  tendons,  fafcice,  and  ligaments  ; 

however,  what  the  parts  affe61ed  may  be 
"  v/hen  the  difeafe  is  in  this  ftage,  is  not 
"  always  certain  ;  I  have  known  it  to  pro- 

duce  total  deafnefs,  and  fome  of  thefe 
"  cafes  to  end  in  fuppuration,  attended  with 
"  great  pain  in  the  car  and  fide  of  the  head." 
"  They  have  very  much  the  character  of 
"  fcrofulous  fv/ellings  and  chronic  rheuma- 
"  tifms,  only  in  this  difeafe  thp  joints  :'-.  e 

not  lb  fubjed  to  it  as  they  are  in  the 

"  rheumatifm." 
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rheumatifm."— "  When  they  attack  the 
"  periofteum,  the  fweUing  has  all  the  ap- 

pearance  of  a  fwelling  of  the  bone,  by 
"  being  firm  and  clofely  connefted  with  it." 
— "  When  matter  is  formed,  it  is  not  true 
"  pus,  but  a  flimy  matter."  How  could 
the  ProfefTor  look  for  pus,  when  the  bone 
and  periofteum  were  to  be  the  only  parts 
from  out  of  which  the  venereal  matter  was 
to  be  formed  ?  Where  did  he  ever  find,  and 
what  was  the  difeafe  in  which  it  was  found, 
that  pus  was  produced  in  any  quantity  out  of 
periofteum  and  bone  ?  "  Thefe  pains  are 
"  commonly  periodical,  or  have  their  exa- 
"  cerbations,  being  worft  in  the  night  3  this 
"  is  common  to  other  achs  or  pains,  efpe- 
"  cially  of  the  rheumatic  kind,  which  the 
"  venereal  pains  refemble  very  much." — 
"  When  the  pain  is  the  firft  fymptom,  it 
"  aff'ords  no  diftinguiftiing  mark  of  the  dif- 
*'  eafe ;  it  is  therefore  often  taken  for  the 
*'  rheumatifm." 

Page  3^9. 
Of  the  EffeBs  of  the  Poifon  on  the  Conjiitution, 

I  really  thought,  and  do  believe  his  read- 
ers thought  fo  alfo,  that  the  Profeftbr  had 
Part  III.  S  been 
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hccn  for  fome  time  treating  on  "  the  tf' 
"  fefts  of  the  poifon  on  the  conftitution." 
"  The  poifonous  matter  produces  fever^ 
"  which  is  of  the  flow  kind ;  and  when  it 
"  continues  a  confiderable  time,  it  produces 
"  what  is  called  a  heftic  difpofition ;  arifmg 
"  from  a  caufe  which  the  confliitution  can- 
"  not  overcome.  While  this  exifts,  it  is 
"  impoflible  that  any  thing  falutary  can  go 
"  on  in  the  confl:itution.  The  patient  lofes 
"  his  appetite,  or  even  if  his  appetite  is 
"  good,  lofes  his  flefli,  becomes  reftlefs, 
"  lofes  fleep,  and  looks  fallow." 

Vulgar  as  the  ProfefTor  has  defcribed  this 
fymptomatick  fever,  yet  I  acquiefce  to  the 
truth  of  it.  But  I  mean  to  afk  him  a  quef- 
tion  before  we  proceed^,  and  I  mean  to  put 
this  queftion  ferioufly  home  to  the  Profeflbr  j 
I  mean  to  probe  him  to  the  quick;  I  mean 
to  try  if  I  can  at  any  rate  extort  from  him- 
felf  that  confefllon,  which  I  have  already 
expofed  for  him,  he  not  voluntarily  treat- 
ing upon  it  where  he  ought,  and  where  he 
knew,  from  his  own  internal  evidence  of  the 
trath,  that  he  ought  to  have  treated  upon  it. 
Why  did  he  not  treat  of  a  fymptomatick 
fever  accompanying  a  bubo  ?  WJiy  faid  lie 

nothino^ 
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jnothlng  of  a  harrafTed  conflitution  thent 
Why  faid  he  not  then,  that  "  while  this  ex- 
ills,  it  is  impoffible  that  any  thing  falu- 
*'  tary  can  go. on  ?"    Why  this  was  his  rea- 
fon,  and  I  challenge  him  upon  it :   I  muft 
not  here  tell  thefe  truths ;  it  is  impoflible  for 
me  in  the  fame  hreath  to  atteft,  in  the  fo- 
lemn  manner  which  I  do,  that  I  have  dif- 
perfed  every  bubo  but  three,  and  go  liberally, 
as  I  ought,  into  the  defcription  of  fympto- 
matick  fever  accompanying  bubo.  The  truth 
will  come  fo  near  to  the  falfehood,  as  to  gall 
its  kibe.    The  common  truth  will  joflle  the 
falfehood,. 

There  are  a  number  of  local  appeafr- 
*'  ances  mentioned  by  Aftruc  and  his  foUow- 
**  ers  J  the  cancer,  fcrofula,  rheumatifm,  and 
gout,  &c.'^  And  do  not  the  Profeffor 
and  his  few  remaining  followers  me^ntion 
fomething  frmilar,  but  worfe?  Whenever 
the  venereal  difeafe  produces  pain  fimilar 
to  rheumatifm,  Aftruc,  in  order  to  define 
that  fymptom,  calls  it  venereal  rheumatifm ; 
implying  that  the  difeafe  is  venereal,  and  in 
this  inftance  Hke  to  a  rheumatifm.  The 
Profeffor  fays,  that  the  venereal  difeafe  pre- 
difpofes  the  conflitution  to  thefe  rheumatick 

S;2  affec- 
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affe6lions.  How  can  that  be,  when  the 
pains  come  on  as  venereal,  when  nothing 
but  the  venereal  difeafe  itfclf  provokes  them, 
and  when  the  venereal  difeafe  is  the  caufe  ? 
Aftruc  is  right,  and  the  Profeffor  is  wrong, 
Ailruc  is  the  fubftance,  the  ProfefTor  the 
fhadow,  which  purines  the  fubllance,  and 
proves  it  to  be  true  I 

Page  331.    Chap.  III. 

General  Obfervations  on  the  Cure  of  the  Lue^- 

V merea. 

To  cure  the  local  and  vifible  efFe6ls  of 
the  difeafe,  we  muft  attack  it  through 
that  medium  by  which  it  was  communis 
*'  cated,  that  is,  the  blood,  without  how^ 
"  ever  confidering  the  blood  itfelf  as  a  dif^ 
"  eafed  part,  or  containing  the  poifon,  but 
as  the  vehicle  of  our  medicine,  which 
will  be  carried  by  it  to  every  part  of  the 
body  where  the  poifon  was  carried,  and 
in  its  courfe  it  will  ad  on  the  difeafed  fo- 
"  lids." 

I  am  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  ProfefTor 
has  been  fo  gracious  as  to  permit  me  to  ap- 
peal 
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peal  to  fo  round  a  declaration  of  his  opi- 
nion, that  the  venereal  difeafe  is  at  lead 
communicated  to  the  blood.  But  how  are 
we  to  reconcile  the  paradox,  that  the  blood 
itfelf,  in  confequence,  is  not  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  part  difeafed  ?  What  has  pro-* 
duced  the  heftick  or  fymptomatick  fever  ? 
What  does  the  Profeflbr  himfelf  define  this 
fever  to  originate  from  ?  Does  he  not  fay 
that  it  "  arifes  from  a  caufe  the  conftitution 
cannot  overcome  ?"'•'"  But  I  promife  him  that 
he  lhall  hear  more  of  this  hereafter.  If  the 
poifon  pafTed  through  the  fame  vehicle,  and 
mixed  with  the  fame  fluid  that  afterwards 
carried  its  antidote,  and  if  it  be  confefTed  by 
the  Profeffor,  that  the  a(5lion  of  mercury 
brings  on  a  difeafed  h^bit,  how  can  he  deny 
this  action  in  the  former,  and  allert  it  in  the 
latter  ?  If  the  venereal  difeafe,  by  the  na- 
tural conftitutional  effort  to  get  rid  of  it, 
out  of  the  conftitution  altogether,  fhews  it- 
felf  in  the  throat,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
body,  it  proves  to  common  underftanding, 
that  it  is  a6ting  on  the  blood  itfelf,  and  that 
the  blood  in  the  extreme  vefTels  betrays  the 
contamination,  both  in  the  throat  by  ulcer, 
^ndon  all  other  parts  by  appearances  tending 
to  ulcerate,  as  well  as  by  the  he<5lick  fymp- 

toms 

•  Pa"-"  329. 


(      H2  ) 

toms  already  defcribed;  and  that  thefe  hec-. 
tick  fymptoms,  inftead  of  ariling  "  from  a 
caufe  the  conftitution  cannot  overcome," 
arife,  as  it  is  proved,  from  an  effort  in  the 
.conftitution  to  overcome  the  caufe,  and 
which  effort  is  fuccefsful,  when  there  is  an 
€nd  to  them,  and  when  the  patient  recovers; 
for  if  it  were  otherwife,  if  thefe  he6lick 
fymptoms  were  not,  or  could  not  be  over- 
come, every  patient  muft  die,  who  was  once 
attacked  by  them. 

"  In  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dlfeafe,"  fays  the 
Profeffor,  ^'  before  it  begins  to  fhow  itfelf 
"  externally,  the  patient  has  generally  rigors^ 
*^  hot  fits,  headachs,  and  all  the  fymptoms 

of  an  approaching  fever."  Yet  the  blood 
is  not  difeafed !  Is  it  poflible  that  the 
blood  is  not  difeafed,  and  yet  that  it  is 
<iifeafed  ?  If  that  be  pofTible,  why  then 
the  Profeffor  may  be  right  1  If  the  blood 
were  a  tube  inftead  of  a  fluid,  if  the  blood 
were  a  veffel,  and  not  the  fluid  contained 
within  the  veflel,  why  then  the  Profeffor  may 
be  right !  But  the  fa6l  being  the  dired  con- 
trary, it  muft  be  the  blood  which  is  contamir 
Rated,  and  it  is  the  blood  which  affe6ls  the 
vefiels,  and  ads  upon  them  fo  as  to  produce 

ulcers^ 
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ulcers.  But  then  the  Profeflbr  may  afk,  if 
it  be  the  blood  which  is  contaminated,  if  it-| 
be  the  blood  which  produces  thefe  efFe6ls<;. 
upon  the  furface,  why  are  fuch  efFefts  found 
on  particular  parts,  and  not  on  .  eneral 
parts?  I  will  anfwer  him,  for  I  mean  not  to 
to  leave  him  a  loop-hole.  It  is  confefled 
by  us  both,  that  the  difeafe  may  appear 
on  any  part  of  the  body;  but  the  r:a- 
fon  why  it  appears  more  frequent  in  the 
throat,  the  mouth,  and  nofe,  is,  becaufe  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  is  carried  more  home 
to  the  furface  of  thefe  parts,  than  on  any 
others  of  the  body.  Without  anatomical  affif- 
tance  to  teach  us  the  fa6l,  we  know  that  the 
flightelt  external  violence  will  produce  bleed- 
ings there,  and  fometimes  thefe  bleedings 
there  are  fpontaneous.  And  now  that  I  have 
anfwered  him  in  this  particular,  I  will  afk 
him  a  general  queftion.  Why  does  the 
Gonilitution  endeavour  at  all  to  throw  off 
obnoxious  qualities  ?  Why  has  eveiy  dif- 
eafe that  we  know  its  own  particular 
fymptoms  ?  Why  are  the  fmall-pox,  meafles,. 
fevers  of  all  clafTes,  fcropluila,  fcurvy,  all  fa 
particularly  marked  ?  But  throughout  the 
great  work  we  are  not  reconciled  to  this  new 
opinion  of  the  ProfelTor.  How  it  is  poiTible 

for 
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for  a  fluid  to  receive  an  ingredient,  without 
partaking  of  that  ingredient.  There  is  one 
way  how  that  might  happen,  which  is  by 
two  fluids  not  incorporating.  When  it  is 
confidered  how  the  virus  gets  into  the  blood 
by  the  fineft  of  all  veflels,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered how  it  circulates  in  that  blood,  and 
when  the  length  of  time  that  it  circulates 
is  alfo  taken  into  the  account,  I  beheve  there 
will  not  remain  another  being  who  even  pre- 
tends to  be  a  reafonable  one,  that  will  adopt 
this  new  opinion  of  the  ProfefTor. 

I  fliould  be  very  foriy  to  put  this  new  opi- 
nion to  the  tefl:  after  a  certain  manner,  be-* 
caufe  the  regard  that /I  have  for  the  perfon 
of  the  Profeflbr  is  much  more  exalted,  than 
that  which  I  have  for  his  new  opinions.  Sup- 
pofe  that  a  load  of  fublimate  was  thrown  into 
the  river  head,  and  fuppofe  that  the  Profeflbr 
was  in  earnefl:  with  this  theory,  and  that  he 
was  to  infifl:  upon  drinking  of  this  water, 
becaufe  though  "  it  conveyed  the  poifon,  it 
*'  was  not  contaminated  by  it  fliould  I  not 
inftantly  call  fome  powerful  afliftance  to  me, 
fliould  we  not  fleze  him,  bind  him,  and  re- 
flirain  him  at  any  rate  from  committing  fuch 
an  a<5l  of  defperation ! 

But 
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But  now  It  is  time  for  us  to  drop  argii-' 
ment,  and  appeal  to  fa61s,  by  whicli  the 
truth  of  this  great  quellion  is  afcertained  j  and 
another  truth,  formerly  contended  for  by  me, 
will  be  afcertained  alfo,  namely,  that  the 
blood  is  infe6led,  and  that  that  infe6lion  can  be 
imparted,  by  the  laws  of  circulatioUj  to  2ifcetu5 
in  utero,  from  the  infe6led  mothef  .*  This  is 
what  the  Profeflbr  denies,  and  this  is  what  I  am 
now  about  to  prove.  Does  the  ProfelTor  not 
*  know  the  name  of  Lynn,  and  that  he  is 
a  furgeon  to  the  Wellminfter  Hofpital? — 
Does  he  not  know  that  a  child  was  born,  on 
the  twenty- fecond  day  after  the  fmall-poxhad 
appeared  upon  the  mother,  and  that  the  child 
at  the  time  of  its  birth  was  covered  with  di- 
ftindl  puftules  all  over  its  body  ?  Does  he 
hot  know  that  fome  pus  was  taken  upon  a 
lancet  from  one  of  thefe  puftules  on  the  face, 
and  that  with  this  lancet  another  child  was 
inoculated  in  both  arms  j  that  the  inflamma- 
tion began  to  appear  on  the  feventh  day,  on 
each  arm ;  and  that  on  the  eleventh  day  the 
child  fickened  j  and  that  on  the  twelfth  the 
puftules  of  the  diftin6l  fort  appeared  ?  Was 
not  this  very  cafe  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Profefibr ;  and  did  he  not  refufe  to  read  this 
Part  III.  T  well- 

•  Vide,  Wlfeman.    Fol.  Edit.  p.  491. 
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well-attefted  faS:,  before  the  Royal  Society^ 
becaufe  he  knew  that  it  would  at  once  effec- 
tually deftroy  the  flimfy  fabrick  in  theory, 
which  he  was  erefting,  and  render  his  real 
profpe6l  of  reputation  from  fo  feeble  a  foun- 
dation, as  deceitful  as  a  dream  ?  Did  the  Pro- 
feflbr  not  know  of  this  cafe,  before  this  great 
work  came  forth  to  the  world  ?  Are  there 
not  two  more  cafes  of  children  born  with 
variolous  eruptions,  whilft  their  mothers  had 
laboured  under  this  very  difeafe,  recorded  in 
the  London  Medical  Journal  ?*  The  Profef- 
for's  friends  thus  rife  up  in  judgement  againft 
him.  Nay,  he  even  condemns  himfelf,  for 
he  tells  us,  as  plain  as  his  words  can  tell  it, 

that  a  difeafed  woman  bore  twins  that  had 
"  blotches  upon  them  at  their  birth,  and 
"  died  foon  after  j"  and  that  "  another  girl, 
"  about  two  years  old,  whom  the  difeafed 
"  mother  fuckled,  was  alfo  covered  with 
"  blotches  when  fhe  came  to  the  hofpital.'' 
He  yet  goes  farther,  that  "  the  m.other  and 

child  went  into  the  falivation  ward  ;  that 

the  child  took  no  mercury,  but  that  its 
.     gums  became  a  little  fore  j  and  that  the 

blotches  got  well  !"f    Whenever  the  Pro- 

fefibr 

*  Vol.  3d.  Part  2.    Mr.  Jcnncr,  Painfwick. 
t  Page  29/^-5. 
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fcfibr  afFc6ls  to  exercife  his  faculties  in  pa- 
pers, upon  a  "  ]iew  opinion,"  and  upon  "  af- 
"  certained  experiments,"  let  him  read  them 
hereafter  to  his  grandmother  ! 

* 

"  I  have  afTerted,  that  what  will  cure  an 
action,  will  not  cure  a  difpolition  j  if  fo, 
"  we  fliould  pufli  our  medicine  no  further 
than  the  cure  of  the  vifible  effec^ls  of  the 
poifon,  and  allow  whatever  parts  may  be 
"  contaminated  to  come  into  action  after- 
"  wards."    My  readers  furely  cannot  yet 
have  forgotten,  the  famous  experiments  made 
"upon  the  ever  to  be  remembered  cafe,  which 
was  fo  lately  remarked  upon  ;  there  they 
will  find,  that  the  Profeflbr  cured  the  local 
a6lions  firfl  for  four  months  intentionally, 
and  then  altogether  ;  but  then  intentionally 
he  gave  not  enough  of  mercury  to  cure  the 
conftitutional  aftion  that  was  to  be.  No, 
fays  he,  "  it  was  rneant  to  do  no  more  than  to 
"  cure  the  gland  locally,    without  giving 
"  enough  to  prevent  the  conftitution  from 
being  contaminated."—"  Mercury  was 
now  applied  the  fccond  time  for  thofe  ef- 
"  fe6ls  of  the  poifon  from  the  conftitution, 
"  but  ftill  only  with  a  view  to  palliate." — 
Mercury  was    now  taken  in  fufficient 

T  2  "  quantity 
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"  quantity,  and  for  ?v  proper  time  to  com* 
"  plete  the  cure/'* 

Feeble  as  my  powers  are,  in  producing  at- 
teftations  from  one  page,  to  contradict  attef- 
tations  in  another  yet  fo  many  have  I 
brought,  and  fo  many  have  I  overlooked  j 
fuch  violations  of  truth,  fuch  inconceivable 
prevarications  have  I  confronted  with  each 
other,  that  even  the  credit  of  cafes,  and  the 
credit  of  experiments,  which  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  facred,  are  fhaken  !  But  enough 
of  the  alarm  that  I  exprefs ;  I  heartily  wilh 
that  when  refle6lion  came  over  me,  I  could 
treat  it  more  lightly.  I  fhould  rejoice  if 
that  thefe  new  opinions  and  alTertions  of  the 
Profeffor  were,  in  their  effect,  only  laugh- 
able or  amufmg  !  If  they  could  only  be  con- 
fidered as  a  mere  play  game  !  If  his  argu- 
ments were  but  like  nine-pins  in  a  Dutch 
Ikittle- ground,  firfl  fet  up  to  be  knocked 
down,  and  then  to  be  fet  up  again  ! 
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Page  334. 

Of  the  life  of  Mercury  in  the  Cure  of  the  Lues 

Venerea, 

"  Mercury,  In  the  lues  venerea,  is  the 
"  great  fpecifick,  and  hardly  any  thing  elfe 
"  is  to  be  depended  upon."  To  this  I  agree. 
"  It  is  neceffary  that  we  fliould  always  con- 
"  fider  well  the  efFe6ts  of  this  medicine, 
"  both  on  the  conftitution  at  large,  and  the 
"  difeafe  for  which  it  is  given,"  To  this  I 
agree  alfo, 

"  Mercury  is  carried  into  the  conftitu^ 
"  tion,  either  externally  by  the  Ikin,  or  in- 

ternally  by  the  mouth."  So  that  it  now 
appears,  that  we  fhould,  in  another  page 
already  remarked  upon,  have  read  for  inter- 
nal by  the  Ikin,  external  by  the  Ikin. 

Sometimes  it  happens,  that  the  abfor- 

bents  on  the  ikin  will  not  readily  receive 
"  itj  at  leaft,  no  effect  will  be  produced 
"  either  on  the  difeafe  or  conftitution,  from. 
^'  fuch  application."  And  has  the  Profelfor 
found  out  this  truth  alfo  at  laft  ?  It  would 
appear  that  this  page  was  intended  to  apolor 
gize  for,  and  correct  a  former  page  3  for  there 

it 
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It  is  not  only  aflerted,  but  attefted  alfo, 
that  a  given  quantity  of  mercury  will  cure 
a  chancre  of  a  given  fize,  in  a  given  time. 
And  this,  fays  the  ProfefTor,  *'  is  not  fpecu- 
"  lation,  but  the  refult  of  experience."—-, 

"  Drefling  a  fniall  fore  with  red  precipitate^ 
"  produces  falivation;  it  fhows  that  fores 
"  are  good  abforbing  furfaces,  efpecially  too, 
"  when  we  know  that  lues  venerea  gene- 
"  rally  arifes  from  a  chancre."  If  any  per- 
fon  were  to  alk  me  what  is  underftood  in 
furgery  by  the  word  "  fore,'"  I  fhould  not 
be  able  to  inform  him,  it  not  being  a  term 
of  art;  of  courfe,  it  conveys  no  idea  of  any 
part  of  that  art.  It  is  a  vulgar  expreflion, 
meaning  to  point  out  generally  any  part  ag- 
giieved.  But  the  real  injury  done  to  the 
part,  muftbe  defined  not  by  the  word  "  fore," 
but  by  that  word  which  is  fitting  to  define 
the  exaft  condition  of  the  part.  But  the 
Profefifor  hath  made  ufe  of  this  low,  vulgar, 
indefinite  word  to  wounds,  abfcefles,  ul- 
cers, excoriations,  and  blotches  on  the  Ikin, 
Sometimes  he  fays,  "  thefe  fores  or  ulcers," 
and  fometimes,  "  a  wound  or  common  fore." 
Which  does  the  Profefix)r  choofe  that  it 
fhould  be  here  ?  If  he  choofes  that  it  fliould 

mean 
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mean  wound,  why  then  I  will  inform  him 
that  in  another  page  he  fays,  "  I  am  in- 
chned  to  think  that  wounds  are  bad  ab- 
"  forbing  furfaces,  efpecially  when  I  con- 
*'  fider  that  few  morbid  poifons  are  abforbed 
"  from  wounds."  *  And  yet  this  very  Pro- 
feflbr  inoculates  for  the  fmall-pox  with  the 
point  of  a  lancet !  Thefe  are  fome  of  his 
bright,  rare,  and  happy  thoughts  in  the 
great  work!  Thefe  are  his  "  rari  ?iantes  in 
giirgite  vajloT 

"  The  vifible  efFe6ls  of  mercury  are  of 
two  kinds,  the  one  on  the  conftitution, 
"  the  other  on  fome  parts  capable  of  fecre- 
tion.''  To  illuftrate  thefe  aftions,  Ifhall 
treat  my  readers  with  another  cafe  from  ^out 
of  the  great  work  j  and  I  do  affure  them, 
that  I  begin  to  dread  a  perufal  of  his  cafes. 
For  if  they  fucceed  to  illuftrate  the  truth 
for  which  he  appeals  to  them,  a  thoufand 
to  one  but  that  they  go  point  blank  againft 
fome  other  folemn  atteftations,  which  he  has 
laboured  to  imprefs  us  with  the  belief  of, 
and  v/hich  afterwards  prove  to  be  grofs  im- 
pofition.  I  am  aware  of  my  expreffions ; 
1  will  never  recall  them.    It  fliall  foon  be 

feen, 
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feen,  if  my  juftification  be  not  ready  at 
hand.  It  fliall  foon  be  feen,  if  I  do  not 
prove  him  perfonally  guilty  of  this  very 
charge  ! 

"  A  gentleman  rubbed  in  mercurial  oint- 
"  ment  for  the  redu6lion  of  two  buboes.  He 
"  had  only  rubbed  in  a  few  times,  when  it 
"  afFe6led  his  conftitution  fo  much,  that  it 

was  neceffary  to  leave  it  off.  He  was 
"  feized  with  feverifli  complaints  of  the  hec- 
"  tic  kind,  a  fmall  quick  pulfe,  debility,  lofs 
"  of  appetite,  no  fleep,  and  night  fweats.  He 

took  the  bark,  with  James's  powders,  and 
.  "  affes  milk,  and  gradually  got  rid  of  thefe 

complaints."  Before  I  proceed,  I  fhall  po- 
liti\"ely  declare,  that  none  of  thefe  fymptoms 
were  brought  on  by  the  little  mercury,  but 
they  were  abfolutely  fymptoms  from  the  ve- 
nereal bubo  ;  and  this  is  further  proved  by 
what  he  fays  next.  "  As  the  buboes  were 
"  advancing,  it  was  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
"  to  mercury  again  ;  and  I  told  him,  that 

now  it  would  not  produce  the  fame  effefts 
"  fo  quickly,  nor  fo  violently  as  before.  He 
"  rubbed  in  a  confiderable  quantity,  without 
"  his  conftitation  or  mouth  being  affected, 
"  but  the  buboes  fuppurating,  made  me  or- 

"  der 
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"  der  It  to  be  left  ofr  a  fecond  time,  and 
*'  without  producing  any  difagreeabie  cf- 
"  fe6ls."  This  ftiil  further,  if  it  were  ne- 
ceflary,  goes  to  prove,  that  the  firft  febrile 
fymptoms  were  fymptoms  from  bubo.  But 
I  beg  pardon  for  interrupting  the  ProfefFor 
in  this  interefting  hiftory.  I  think  his  flory 
left  off  with  the  fuppuration  of  buboes,  and 
favourable  effefts  of  mercury.  Now  let  him 
proceed.  "  The  buboes  took  o;i  a  healing 
"  difpofition  for  a  while,  and  then  became 
"  ftationary,  fhowing  that  a  new  difpofition 
was  forming.  He  was  then  direfted  to 
leave  off  the  ointment,  and  to  bathe  in 
the  fea,  which  he  did,  and  the  buboes  be- 
"  gan  to  heal.  In  about  three  weeks,  how- 
"  ever,  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  rub  in 
"  again,  and  when  he  began,  which  was  the 
"  fourth  time,,  it  had  alniofc  an  immediate 
*•  and  violent  effe6t  upon  his  mouth.  He 
"  left  off"  again,  till  his  mouth  became  a  lit- 
"  tie  better,  and  then  returned  to  the  mer- 
"  cury  a  fifth  time,  and  was  able  to  go  on 
"  with  it."  The  Profeifor  has  adduced  this 
cafe  to  fhew  the  vifible  effe61:s,  and  I  may 
fay,  the  poifonous  effefts  of  an  improper 
quantity  of  mcrcuiy  injudicioufiy  thrown, 
jnto  the  coniiitution .  A  nd  fo  far  as  it  proves 
PartTII.  U  that 
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that  it  was  injudicioufly  adminiftered,  I  think 
the  cafe  is  much  in  point.  But  now  it  is  my 
duty  to  apply  this  cafe  againfl  the  Profeffor, 
to  prove  him  by  it  guilty  of  intentional 
omiffions,  of  contradiftory  opinions,  and  of 
what  is  yet  more  painful,  as  it  is  impolTible 
to  feparate,  in  this  inftance,  the  man  from 
the  a6l,  fome  falfe  atteftations.  And  to  be- 
gin with  his  omiffions.  Why  did  the  Pro- 
feflbr,  in  his  definition  of  the  incipient  fymp- 
toms  of  inflammatory  bubo,  omit  thefe  very 
fymptoms  which  he  has  here  defcribed,  and 
which  he  has  here  wrongly  carried  to  the  ac- 
count of  mercury  ? 

Why  has  the  Profeffor  fo  roundly  afferted, 
that  the  venereal  difeafe  was  at  an  end,  v/hen 
the  new  difeafe  came  on  ?  That  mercury  had 
cured  the  venereal  difeafe,  fo  far  as  it  was 
venereal  j  and  that  fo  far  as  it  was  not  vene- 
real, fea-bathing,  hemlock,  opium,  and  falt- 
water  poultices  would  be  the  only  finifliing 
fyftem  ?  Has  he  not  here  reforted  to  mer- 
cury five  times  ?  If  mercury  were  not  necef- 
fary  in  his  former  theor,^,  how  happens  it 
that  it  fliould  be  neceffary  in  his  prefent  prac- 
tice ?  What  fort  of  traffick  does  the  Profef- 
for call  this  trading  voyage,  of  fending  his  pa-^ 

tient 
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tleht  to  Tea  with  the  new  difeafe,  and  of  the 
return  of  the  fame  to  his  caftom-houfe,  with 
the  old  difeafe  ?  How  does  he  clafs  it  ?  It 
certainly  is  not  fo  profitable  to  the  capital, 
and.  of  courfe  not  fimilar  in  its  elfecl,  but  in 
a})pearancey  this  difpatch  of  the  Profelfor 
is  not  unhke  that  of  a  country  farmer,  who 
fends  hay  to  London  in  the  fame  cart  that 
returns  with  manure  ! 

And  now  for  the  falfe  atteliations  !  .Has 
not  the  Profeflbr  formerly  attefled,  that,  by 
his  own  peculiar  art,  he  could  fay  with 
truth,  that  lince  the  year  1761,  he  had  dif- 
perfed  every  bubo  but  three  ?  And  that  thefe 
were  not  two  out  of  the  three,  I  will  provCi 
becaufe  he  fays,  by  virtue  of  thnt  very  art, 
although  they  did  come  to  abcefs,  yet  fo  in- 
fignificant  was  that  abcefs,  that  they  fooil' 
got  wfeU.  How  came  this  potent  power  of 
the  Profelfor!  this  BeUifle  infallibihty  !  tode- 
fert  him  in  this  inftance  before  us  ?  Or  was 
his  memory  fo  weak,  as  to  betray  him  into 
this  dilemma  ?  But  not  only  this  attefration, 
but  many  more  throughout  the  great  work, 
are  eafdy  feen  through.  Their  intentions 
were  never  but  to  one  obje61,  and  that  was, 
(id  captandum  valgus,  a  miferable  expedient  ! 

U  2  Thefe 
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Thefe  are  the  traits  that  exonerate  me.  Na 
man  fhall  foften  my  rigour,  but  by  fatisfy- 
ing  my  mind  that  it  has  been  unjuftly  ap- 
plied. The  crimes  which  I  have  attacked 
could  not  be  punifhed  by  any  other  means 
than  through  the  prefs.  Such  the  Profeffor 
hath  pubUlhed,  and  fuch  profeffional  crimes 
have  I  expofed. 

Apropos.  Jiaving  nov^  clofed  the  ac- 
count of  the  blood  being,  and  not  being  con- 
taminated, of  the  Bellifle  infallibility,  of  the 
new  difeafe,  and  of  the  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  of  fever  accompanying  bubo ;  let 
us  no  longer  infult  the  "  two  aftions"  by 
filence.  "  I  have  formerly  laid  it  down  as  a 
"  principle V  that  no  new  aftion  will  take 
*'  place  whilft  the  body  is  under  the  bene- 
"  ficial  operation  of  mercury*." 

If  there  be  really  a  partnerfliip  formed 
when  venereal  buboes  afllime  the  fcrophul- 
ous  difeafe  during  the  ufe  of  mercury,  ho# 
does  the  Brofeflbr  condu6l  himfelf  in  fuch 
a  dilemma  ?  What  is  his  procefs  ?  Does  he 
follow  the  legal  method?  Does  he  bring 
his  two  actions  feparately  or  jointly  ?  Or  is 

his 
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his  caiife  in  fo  bad  a  condition  as  to  fufFer  a 
nonfuit  1 

Page  34T. 

2.  Of  the  ^lajitity  of  Mercury  necejfary  t& 

be  given. 

"  Two  circumftances  are,  however,  ftrictly 
"  to  be  attended  to  in  the  adminiftration  of 
"  the  medicine  J  which  are,  the  time  iix 
"  which  any  given  quantity  is  to  be  throwa 
"  in,  and  the  efFe£ls  it  has  on  fome  parts  of 
"  the  body,  as  the  faUvary  glands,  fkin,  or 
"  intellines."  I  think  to  thefe  two  circum- 
fiances  that  I  lliouldhave  added  a  third,  which- 
is  the  effe6l  that  mercury  hath  upon  the  dif- 
eafe  for  which  it  was  given :  and  when  the 
profeflbr  omitted  this,  I  wonder  that  he  did 
not  forget  mercury  alfo,  as  well  as  the  difeafe 
for  which  it  was  a  cure.  Many  times  I  have 
feen  the  difeafe  give  way  to  mercury  before  I 
have  feen  any  other  efFe£l  from  it;  and  I 
have  been  often  left  with  a  perfuafion  that 
mercury  was  afting  upon  the  conftitution  by 
this  folitary  inftance.  I  will  go  farther  in 
faying,  that  I  fnould  rejoice  if  I  faw  always, 
that  the  venereal  fymptoms  yielded  before 

other 
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other  fyrriptoms  of  the  aflion  of  mercury 
came  on,  as  I  fliould  by  that  means  be  able 
to  continue  the  fame  quantity  with  the  plea- 
fmg  profpeft  of  doing  all  that  was  good,  of 
efiefting  a  cure  of  venereal  fymptoms  v/ith- 
out  incurring  a  difeafe  of  the  conftitution  by 
mercury.  For  I  confider  mercury  in  over 
dofes  as  a  poifon  to  the  conftitution.  The 
ProfefTor  goes  fo  far  as  to  confefs  that  mer- 
cury is  capable  of  aiFe6ling  the  body  very  ma- 
terially ;  that  it  produces  local  difeafes  ;  and 
that  it  is.  "  alfo  capable  of  retarding  the  cure 
"  of  chancres,  buboes,  and  certain  effe6ls  of 
"  the  lues  venerea."  But  then  he  fays,  a? 
if  he  had  forgotten  the  cafe  which  I  laft  gave, 
where  he  returned  to  mercury  five  times, 
"  after  the  poifon  has  been  deftroyed." 

Page  3-42. 

2,.  Of  the  fenfible  EffeSfs  of  Mercury  upon  Pdrfh 

The  fenfible  effefts  of  mercury  upon 
parts  are  too  well  known.  Therefore  I  lhall 
only  remark,  that  all  thefe  efFefts,  and  the 
condition  of  the  blood  itfelf,  prove  to  my 
fatisfaaion,  that  mercury  tends  to  reduce 
the  conftitution  into  a  ftate  very  ftmilar  to' 

that 
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that  in  which  a  patient  with  flrong  fcorbu* 
tick  fymptoms  is  found.  And  that  this  idea, 
as  far  as  a  fpeciilative  idea  can  lead  us  to 
afcertain  a  fa6l,  does  go  to  the  afcertaining 
of  this  fa6l.  For  by  the  ftrength  of  this 
knowledge,  we  fufpend  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
we  proceed  in  reftoring  the  conftitution  by 
every  remedy  that  is  the  mofl  powerfully  an- 
tifcorbutick.  And  when  the  conftitution  is 
thus  reflored  from  fuch  reduced  condition, 
we  have  recourfe  to  mercury  again,  but  not 
in  the  large  quantity  which  we  had  before 
been  giving  j  for  if  we  did,  and  if  mifchief 
again  followed,  it  would  appear  that  our  ig- 
norance was  more  than  common,  that  it 
was  incorrigible,  and  tjiat  we  could  not  pro- 
fit from  the  experience  of  our  former  mis- 
fortune. For  it  is  but  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe,  that,  if  we  were  to  pufli  mercury  fo  far, 
as  to  bring  on  again  fymptoms  fimilar  to 
to  thofe  which  induced  us  before  to  fufpend 
it,  we  are  gaining  no  ground  in  eradicating 
the  venereal  difeafe  ;  but  that  we  are,  by  fuch 
a  praftice,  only  debilitating  the  conftitution, 
^nd  protra6ling  the  difeafe. 


Page 
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Of  the  A5lio?t  of  Mercury. 

I  am  extremely  fony,  that  my  fixed  limi- 
tation will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon 
this  thefis.  I  have  perufed  the  opinions  of 
many  authors,*  I  have  weighed  their  argu- 
ments, and  I  have  watched,  with  a  jealous 
eye,  the  opinions  of  the  ProfefTor  j  I  have 
alfo  compared  thefe  opinions,  and  meafured 
them  by  the  beft  of  all  ftandards,  by  the  re- 
fult  of  praftice. 

"  Mercury  can  have  but  two  modes  of 
"  aftion  ;  one  upon  the  poifon,  and  the  other 
"  upon  the  conftitution  j  we  can  hardly 

fuppofe  it  to  a6l  both  ways." — "  If  the 
"  firfl:  were  the  a6lion  of  mercury,  then  we 
"  might  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  quantity 

alone  would  be  the  thing  to  be  depended 
"  upon  J  if  the  fccond,  that  the  quantity  of 
^*  evacuation  would  be  the  principal  circum- 
"  ftance."— "  But  if  it  aft  upon  the  prin- 
^*  ciple  of  deflroying  the  difeafed  a6lion  of 
^'  the  living  parts,  counterafting  the  vene- 

real  irritation  by  producing  another  of  a 

"  different: 

f  Howard,  Kirkhnd,  Swcdiuur. 
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different  kind,  then  neither  quantity  alone, 
"  nor  evacuation,  will  avail  much  ;  but  it 

will  be  quantity,  joined  with  fenfible  ef^ 
"  feels,  that  will  produce  the  quickefl:  cure, 
"  which  from  experience  we  find  to  be  the 

cafe/' 

I  can  find  no  other  way  of  reafoning  upOil 
this  queftion,  than  by  referring  my  readers 
to  the  real  effeclsj  both  rf  the  venereal  poi- 
fon,  and  of  mercury,  upon  the  conftitution. 
And  as  I  have  already  endeavoured  to  prove^ 
and  I  truft,  with  fome  fatisfaftory, '  if  not 
convincing  argument,  that  the  blood  cannot 
but  be  infected  by  venereal  virus  and  as  it 
appears  to  our  fenfes  as  ftrong  as  any  fad: 
polTibly  can,  that  by  the  a6lion  of  mercury, 
the  blood,  in  particular,  and  the  conftitution 
in  general,  are  alfo  affefted ;  then  there  can 
be  no  longer  a  myftery  about  the  a6lion  cf 
mercury  in  effe6ling  a  cure,  fo  far  as  that 
cure  is  evident  to  our  fenfes.  For  if  wc 
know  that  the  blood  is  under  the  venereal 
influence,  and  if  we  know  that  the  aftion  of 
mercury  deftroys  that  influence,  then  this  is 
all  that  it  is  poffible  for  us  to  know,  and  per- 
haps as  much  as  is  necefTary  to  be  known.- 
This  is  alfo  ftill  further  evident  to  our  fenfes. 

Part  III.  X  that 
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that  neither  fpecifick  given  quantities  of 
mercury,  nor  certain  evacuations  produced 
by  it,  will  always  cure  the  venereal  difeafe. 
The  quantity  to  be  given  depends  upon  the 
conftitution  that  is  to  receive  it,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  conftitution  at  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving it.  It  is  by  tlie  a6lion  of  mercury^ 
that  we  are  to  be  guided  j,  by  its  relative  ac- 
tion, in  removing  the  venereal  fymptoms,  in 
particular,  and  by  its  a6lion  upon  the  con- 
flitution,  in  general.  If  we.  find  that  the 
venereal  fymptoms  encreafe,  whilft  the  a6lionr 
of  mercury  upon  the  conftitution  in  general 
k  encreafed,  we  are  not  juiftified  in  purfuing, 
the  remedy,  until  we  have  amendfd  the  con- 
ftitution.  But  feeing  that  it  feldom.  occurs^ 
that  the  venereal  fymptoms  do  not  retire,  as 
the  vifible  a6lion  of  mercury  upon  the  con- 
ftitution  advances,.  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay, 
that  we  are  authorifed  to  pufli  mercury  until 
we  find,  at  leaft,  that  our  intention  is  difap- 
pointed.  For  if  we  were  not  to  adopt  this 
pra£lice,  the  power  which  we  depend  upon 
may  not  have  been  exerted  with  fufficient 
force  for  obtaining  the  intended  end ;  and 
we  may  be  thus  purfuing  the  difeafe,  with- 
out ever  overcoming  it. 


Tills 


This  leads  me  to  make  fome  few  remarks 
^ipon  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  lately, 
•with  much  philanthropy,  advifed  the  giving 
«of  mercury  in  very  fmall  dofes.,  to  cure  the 
venereal  difeafe.     The  pleafore  refulting 
from  the  exhibition  of  a  mild  remedy,  to 
deftroy  a  dreadful  difeafe,  cannot  be  confined 
to  the  theorift  who  has  enforced  it,  nor  to  the 
fuffering  invalid.    It  .is  a  g&ntvdX  deJideratum 
-in  humanity.    And  fo  far  every  furgeon 
will  always  have  in  view  the  adminiflration 
-of  as  little  mercury,  and  fo  guard,  with  un- 
remitting attention,  its  a6lion,  that  as  little 
mifchief  fhall  be  produced  from  the  admi- 
niftration  of  it  as  poflible.    But  I  truft  that 
thefe  humane  and  fenfible  advocates  will  not 
blame  me  for  declaring,  that  I  cannot  go 
with  their  opinions,  fo  far  as  I  could  wifh. 
As  long  as  I  fee  that  I  can  controul  the  ef- 
fects of  mercury,  and  as  long  as  I  experience 
that  the  fymptoms  of  the  lues  venerea,  in  ge- 
neral, decline,  when  the  efFe6ls  from  mercury 
advance,  I  fhall  continue  to  pufh  mercury. 
And  my  reafon  for  fo  doing  is,  becaufe  I  fee 
aio  danger  to  be  dreaded  from  it ;  becaufe  in 
general,  the  venereal  difeafe  is  cured  by  thcfe 
•means,  and  without  any  bad  confequences  j 
iecaufe,  if  I  gave  mercury  in  fmall  dofes,  I 

X  2  muft 


(  ) 

jnuftpurfue  the  courfe  a  longer  time ;  becaufe, 
by  fuch  delay,  the  virulence  of  the  dileafe 
will  triumph  over  the  weak  efforts  of  its  an- 
tidote J  and  becaufe  I  muff,  after  all,  appeal 
to  an  encreafed  quantity  of  mercury,  and 
which  encreafed  quantity,  given  in  this  late 
fcage,  will  not  operate  with  that  beneficial 
efi'eci:,  it  would  in  an  earher.  For  at  any 
rate,  the  difeafe  and  the  cure  are  a  bloody 
battle  of  poifons,  and  the  poor  conftitution 
js  the  field  of  a6lion, 

The  ProfelTor  has  not  fallen  into  this  pro* 
pofed  method  of  curing  the  venereal  difeafe, 
by  mercury  in  fmall  dofes,  neither  locally  nor 
conftitutionally  j  for  the  local  fymptoms,  he 
Jiath  formerly  faid,  require  for  their  cure, 
jnore  mercury  than  the  conftitutional.  ' '  The 
*'  pra6lice  muft  vary,  according  to  circum-. 
^'  ftances  j  if  the  difeafe  is  in  a  violent  de- 
gree,  lefs  regard  muft  be  had  to  the  confti^ 
tution,  and  the  mercury  is  to  be  thrown 
in  in  large  quantities."—'^  To  cure  the 
^*  difeafe,  whether  in  the  form  of  chancre, 
^'  bubo,  pr  lues  venerea,  probably  the  fame 
quantity  is  neceffary." — "  I  believe  that 
the  ^•ecent,  upon  the  whole,  are  more  dif-. 
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"  ficult  of  cure."*  Here  I  do  not  find  fo 
much  to  blame  in  the  ProfefTor,  as  I  do  to 
praife.  To  rcfifl  do6lrines  inculcated  by 
llrong  theoretick  arguments  j  to  withftand 
appeals  to  humanity,  perfuafively  enforced 
by  a  Kirkland  and  a  Swediaur  ;  to  be  able 
to  keep  our  ground,  in  fpite  of  fuch  feducing 
temptations ;  to  be  able  to  purfue  truth, 
notwithftanding  formidable  confeqnences 
may  fometimes  affright  us  j  to  follow  it 
through  difficulties,  unawed  by  cenfure,  re- 
quire a  firmnefs,  not  always  to  be  found 
where  it  is  moft  commonly  looked  for.  And 
in  commendation  of  this  theoiy  of  the  Pro- 
feffor,  of  his  keeping  up  to  the  fpirit  of  the 
intention  of  cure  by  mercury,  I  prove  myfelf 
to  be  more  aftuated  by  the  force  of  truth, 
than  by  any  other  principle  that  may  be  al- 
ledged  againft  me.  And  here  if  I  had  afted 
otherwife,  the  friends  of  the  ProfefTor,  and 
my  enemies,  if  fuch  there  be,  might  have  ex- 
claimed with  the  immortal  bard,  "  The  adder 
hiiieth  where  the  fweet  birds  fmg.'* 


*  Page  346. 
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Page  347. 

5.  Of  the  different  Methods  of  giving  Mercury 
externally  and  iitternally, 

"  Mercury  is  beft  applied  "  externally,'* 
in  form  of  ointment." — "  If  the  fymptoms 
are  mild  in  the  firft  order  of  parts,  and 
*'  the  patient  not  accuftomed  to  mercury,  or 
"  it  is  known  that  he  cannot  bear  the  medi- 
cine  in  great  quantity,  and  it  is  intended 
"  to  condu61:  the  cure  by  almoft  infenfible 
*'  means,  it  is  proper  to  begin  with  fmall 
"  quantities." — One  fcruple,  or  half  a 
dram  of  an  ointment  made  of  equal  parts 
*^  of  quick- filver  and  hogs-lard,  rubbed  in 
every  night  for  four  or  fix  nights,  will  be 
fufficient  to  begin  with.    If  the  mouth  is 
not  affefted,  the  quantity  may  be  gradu- 
^  ally  increafed,  till  two  or  three  drams  are 
'  rubbed  in  at  each  time.    But  if  the  firft 
'  quantity  has  afFe6led  the  mouth,  we  may 
'  be  almoft  certain,  that  the  glands  of  the 
'  mouth  are  very  fufceptible  of  the  mercu-' 
'  rial  ftimulus.    Therefore  it  will  be  proper 
'  to  wait  two  or  three  days,  till  that  effe6l 
*  begins  to  go  off.    When  we  begin  the  fe- 
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cond  time,  the  quantity  may  be  gradually 
increafed,  at  leaftafcruple  every  time,  till 
"  two  drams,  or  more,  is  rubbed  in  each 
"  night,  which  may  be  done  without  afF€6t- 
"  ing  the  patient  a  fecond  time  very  confi- 
"  derably,  as  has  been  obferved.  If  all  the 
"  fymptoms  gradually  difappear,  there  is  no 
*'  more  to  be  done,  but  to  continue  this 
"  pra6lice  a  fortnight  longer  by  way  of  fe- 
"  curity." 

But  why  'continue  the  pra6lice  a  "  foit- 
"  night  longer,"  if  mercury  will  not  cure  a 
difpofition  ?  I  thought  it  proper  to  give  the 
whole  of  the  Profeflbr's  method  of  adminif- 
tering  mercuiy  by  fri6lion,  in  the  fmipleft  of 
all  venereal  attacks,  in  order  that  my  readers 
may  be  able  to  afcertain  the  true  and  intrin- 
fick  merit,  the  fuperior  and  fuccefsful  efFe6t 
of  the  pra6lice  of  the  ProfefTor,  as  acquired 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1761,  during  the  ex- 
pedition to  Bellifle.  And  now  I  leave  thofe, 
whofe  fagacity  penetrates  deeper  than  mine, 
whofe  powers  arc  better  calculated  for  ren- 
dering infignificant  meafures  important,  and 
whofe  higheft  quality  is  to  annex  infallibi- 
lity to  names,  to  extol  to  the  Ikies,  as  they 
ought,  the  above  inftru6tions  of  the  Profef- 

for  ; 
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for  ;  and  to  prove  to  the  world  what  is  done 
in  this  inflance  by  him,  that  has  not  been  as 
well  done,  and  better  taught,  by  authors  be- 
fore. Let  them  refer  to  the  ingenious  pam- 
phlet by  Howard,  on  mercury,  and  there  they 
will  find  more  than  ever  were  dreamt  of  in 
the  philofophy  of  the  Profeflbr. 

For  an  analyfis  of  the  different  prepara- 
tions of  mercury,  I  think  I  fhall  hardly  rely 
upon  the  chemical  powers  of  the  Profeffor  ; 
not  but  that  I  am  confident  he  thinks  him- 
felf  fo  fufficient,  as  not  to  doubt  his  own  fuf- 
ficiency.  But  for  the  analyfis  of  the  different 
preparations  of  mercury  given  internally,  the 
proportionate  dofes  of  each,  their  preferable 
qualities,  and  their  various  a6lions  on  the 
venereal  difeafe,  I  fliall  refer  my  readers  to 
the  late  ingenious  publication  of  the  learned 
Swediaur,  whofe  chemical  powers  are  really 
equal  to  any  pretenfions,  and  whofe  inde- 
pendence is  fuperior  to  all  venal  feduc-- 
tion. 
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Page  353. 

6.  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Difeafe  in  the  fcccnd  or 

third  Stage. 

"  In  the  more  advanced  ftagcs  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  the  mercurial  courfe  mufc  be  puflied 
"  further.    The  greatefl  quantity  of  that 
"  medicine  that  the  patient  can  bear  at  d 
"  time  is  to  be  thrown  in,  and  continued 
"  with  fteadinefs  till  there  is  great  reafon  to 
fuppofe  the  difeafe  is  defrroyed.    If  will 
not  be  poflible  in  thefe  cafes  to  prevent 
"  the  m.outh  from  being  confiderably  af- 
"  fecled,  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceflary 
"  to  be  thrown  in  for  the  cure  of  thefe  ftages 
"  of  the  difeafe,  being  fuch  as  will,  in  mofh 
"  cafes,  produce  the  effeft:" 

"  Fri6lidn  will  anfwer  better  than  givhig 
"  it  internally  j  for  in  this  way  we  are  furer 
"  of  throwing  in  a  larger  quantity  in  a' 
"  given  time,  than  could  be  taken  inter- 
"  nally,  without  hurting  the  flomach."—- 
"  How  long  the  courfe  is  to  be  followed  is 
"  not  exactly  afcertained;  it  may  be  thought 
"  proper  to  continue  it  till  the  local  ap- 
pearances,  as  nodes,  have  fubfided  ;  but 
Part  III.  Y  -  I  fuf- 
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"  I  fufpecl  that  this  is  hardly  necefTary,  ex^ 
cept  they  give  way  readily ;  for  in  fuch 
"  cafes,  the  local  complaints,  or  tumefac- 
"  tions,  &c.  generally  require  a  longer  time 
to  be  removed  than  the  venereal  action  ; 
"  and  local  applications  miift  be  of  fervice, 
"  efpecially  if  fuch  tumefa6lions  are  ob- 
"  ftinate." 

Having  ftated  to  my  readers  the  outline 
of  the  Profeffor's  adminiftration  of  mercury^ 
in  what  he  calls  the  fecond  and  third  ftage 
of  the  difeafe,  and  it  appearing  evidently 
that  he  encreafes  the  power  of  mercury  by 
an  encreafc  of  its  quantity,  in  order  to  over- 
come the  difeafe  in  this  ftage  of  it,  I  fliall 
juft  recall  the  attention  of  my  readers  to 
former  theoretick  affertions  of  the  Profeffor 
refpecting  the  quantity  of  mercury  neceffary 
to  be  given,  and  the  comparative  difficulty 
of  curing  the  different  ftages  of  the  venereal 
difeafe..  "  To  cure  a  chancre,  if  large,  we 
"  may  fuppofe  that  the  abforption  will  be 
"  proportioned  to  the  furface,  and  if  long- 

continued,  the  abforption  will  be  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  time  j  and  if  they  have  been 
"  many,  large,  and  continued  long,  then 

the  greateft  quantity  of  meixury  is  neccf- 

fary." 
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fary."*  "  The  quantity  of  mercury  for 
"  curino;  a  local  effeft  will  be  nearly  as 
"  much  as  the  cure  of  a  flight  lues  ve- 
"  nerea.f " — "  A  chancre  may  be  fometimes 
"  cured  in  two  weeks,  and  others  require  as 
"  many  months.  The  lues  venerea  may  in 
"  general  be  cured  in  one  or  two  months. 

This  fhews  the  regularity  and  irregularity 
"  as  to  time  in  the  cure  of  each  form  of  the 
"  difeafe."+ 

Seeing  then  that  fuch  is  the  confefTion  of 
the  ProfelTor  in  pra6lice,  and  fuch  is  the 
other  and  contrary  confeffion  in  theory,  it 
remains  for  me  only  to  draw  this  conclu- 
fion.  That,  whether  the  great  work  of  the 
Profeflbr  be  read  or  not,  whether  it  be  ever 
opened  again,  or  continued  fliut  up  for  ever, 
we  derive,  in  this  inflance,  neither  profit  nor 
lofs.  Seeing  then  that  it  appears  that  chan- 
cre ftill  requires  as  much  or  more  mercury 
for  the  cure  of  it,  as  it  is  a  longer  or  fnorter 
time  in  curing ;  and  that  in  lues  venerea,  it 
is  ftill  alfo  the  fame ;  feeing  then  that  mer- 
curial ointment  is  ftill  rubbed  in  in  largeft 
quantities  for  the  cure  of  the  moft  obftinat'j 
iymptoms,  and  in  the  fmalleft  for  the  cure 
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pf  the  mildeil:  fymptoms ;  feeing  then  that 
mercury  appUed  externally,  has  ftill  the  pre- 
ference, and  that  mercury  is  ftill  only  to  be 
depended  upon  as  the  grand  fpccifick  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  difeafe  j  it  is  furely 
»  high  time  for  me  to  difmifs  this  unprofitable 
enquiry,  and  to  aik  my  readers  whether  it 
be  not  high  time  for  us  all  to  make  up  our 
fentiments  upon  the  general  fubjecl ;  and 
whether  wt  fliould  prove  ourfelves  honeii 
in  our  profeffion,  firm  in  the  caufe  of  truth, 
and  exalted  in  the  value  that  we  fet  upon 
our  time,  if  we  did  not,  vv^ithout  hefitation, 
declare,  that  Gratiano  fpeaks  an  infinite 
"  deal  of  nothing,  more  than  any  man  in 
all  Venice — his  reafons  are  as  two  grains 
*'  of  v/heat  hid  in  two  bufliels  of  chaff; 
"  and  when  we  have  them,  they  are  not 
worth  the  fearch  !" 

I  cannot  clofe  this  fubje6l  without  paying 
my  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  memory  of 
the  unknown  author,  v/ho,  through  the 
benevolence  of  Providence,  firfi:  taught  us 
the  ofpplication  of  mercury  for  the  cure  of 
the  venereal  difeafe.  With  fuch  an  acqui- 
fition  of  knowledge,  fo  neceffary  to  the  very 
being  of  fociet}.^  is  it  pofllble  not  to  feel, 

and 
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and  not  to  exprefs  our  fenfe  of  the  bounty, 
without  emotions  of  ecftafy  ?  I  may  be  per- 
mitted, without  anyfuperftitious  imputation, 
to  indulge  the  fame  in  revery  which  Tully 
put  into  practice,  when,  from  the  fame  fer- 
vent zeal,  he  fought  his  way  through  bram- 
bles to  the  tomb  of  Archimedes, 
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Page  391. 

Qf  Bifeafcs  fuppofed  to  be  Ve?icreal,  produce^ 
by  tranfplanted  Teeth, 

Having  gone  through  all  the  material  new 
opinions,  and  illumined  them  with  fuch 
confpicuous  embellifhments  as  my  abilities 
would  permit,  I  congratulate  myfelf  and 
my  readers  alfo  upon  it.  And  now  that  my 
expofition  upon  the  venereal-  text  of  the 
Profellbr  is  compleat,  it  only  remains  for 
me  to  obferve  upon  the  fuppofed  venereal 
difeafe  produced  by  tranfplantation  of  a 
tooth  from  out  of  the  mouth  of  a  fubje6t, 
whofe  blood  is  contaminated  by  venereal 
virus,  into  the  mouth  of  a  fubjeft,  before 
perfe6lly  found.  This  I  fliall  call  the  hypo- 
crvpha  to  the  great  work  of  the  Profellbr ; 
becaufe  he  has  introduced  it  to  his  readers 
not  as  a  true  venereal  difeafe,  but  as  a  doubt- 
ful difeafe  refembling  the  venereal.  Of  this 
I  am  as  certain  as  I  can  be  of  any  truth, 
where  m.y  internal  evidence  of  that  truth  is 
liiy  only  director,  that  if  Sir  William  W at- 
fon  *  had  not  given  to  the  publick  one  of 
the  fatal  inftances  of  lues  venerea  being  con- 
veyed 
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veyed  by  tranfplantation  of  tooth,  we  fhoulil 
not -have  read  a  fingle  fy  liable  upon  the  fub- 
je6l  from  the  pen  of  the  ProfelFor.  Few 
riien  accLife  thernfelves.  Why  did  not  the 
ProfefTor  read  fome  of  thefe  cafes  before  the 
Royal  Society  ?  Why  have  not  our  medical 
magazines  teemed  with  them  ?  or  why  has  not 
a  fmgle  hint  upon  the  fubjeft  efcaped  the  ac- 
curate obfervations  of  thefe  medical  jour- 
nalifts  ?  The  ProfefTor,  whofe  fame  founds 
fo  far  and  near,  not  to  catch  the  opportu- 
nity of  another  breath  from  the  trumpet 
upon  this  important  occalion !  I  will  give 
my  reafons  for  this  my  pofitive  opinion, 
that  had  it  not  been  for  Sir  William  Wat- 
fon's  cafe,  the  ProfefTor  would  have  been 
filent  upon  this  ferious  and  important  quef- 
tion  ! 

When  the  faft  which  I  have  before  re- 
lated, of  a  foetus  being  infefted  with  the 
fmall-pox  in  the  womb  of  its  m.other,  was 
proved  after  the  birth  of  the  infant,  by  a 
child  being  inoculated  and  infe6ted  from 
it,  the  ProfefTor  refufed  to  read  that  fa6l 
before  the  Royal  Society  j  not  becaufe  it  was  a 
fail,  but  becaufe  it  militated  againfl  that 
theory  which  was  the  fundamental  principle 

of 
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of  his  great  work  !  For  if  the  blood  cannot 
contaminate,  that  cafe  could  never  have  hap- 
pened. And  if  the  blood  infected  with  the 
lues  venerea  cannot  contaminate,  fome  of 
the  cafes  recited  by  the  ProfefTor  could  never 
have'  happened.  Therefore  the  ProfeiTor 
mufc  of  courfe  deny  that  all  the  feven  re-' 
cited  cafes  are  venereal,  or  reje<5l  his  former 
theory  as  falfe.  I  Will  here  produce  to  my 
readers  a  note  from  the  great  work  upon 
this  point.  *'  It  is  to  be  remarked  here, 
"  that  I  do  not  in  the  prefent  cafe  lay  any 
"  ftrefs  at  all  on  my  opinion  of  the  lues 
"  venerea  not  having  the  power  of  con- 

tamination  j  and  I  believe  we  mufli  allow, 
"  if  thefe  are  venereal,  it  mufi  have  been 
"  the  lues  venerea  in  the  perfon  from  whom 
"  the  tooth  was  taken  j  for  chancres  are 
"  not  common  in  the  mouth,  and  they 
*'  would  be  feen  on  examination.    I  be- 

lieve  few  difcharges  fimilar  to  gonorrhoea 
"  take  place  there." 

i 

But  the  concern  of  the  Profeffor  is  ftill 
more  extenfive.  For  it  is  he  who  hath  al- 
mofl:  aloiie  been  conftantly  attending  upon 
tranfplanters  of  teeth  j  it  is  he  who  hath 
for  many  years  embraced  moft  of  this  ho- 
nourable 
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nourable  branch  of  the  profelTion.  Whether 
it  was  revived  by  him  or  not  in  this  country, 
I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  for  I  care  not 
about  iti  but  I  have  a  profellional  concern 
in  clearing  up  the  point  at  ifTue  betwixt  the 
ProfefTor  and  tlie  dentiH,  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  profellional  judgement  and  honour 
of  all  the  independent  part  of  the  faculty,  on 
the  other.  My  readers  cannot  be  fcrangers 
to  the  frequent  allufions  that  I  have  made  to 
this  fatal  fubjed.  And  I  do  afTiire  them,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  that,  in  aid  to 
my  own  opinion,  from  every  enquiry  which 
I  have  made,  I  have  not  as  yet  found  more 
than  one  *  profefTional  man  who  hath  read 
thefe  cafes,  that  is  not  fatisfied  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  the  cafe  remarked  upon-  by  Sir 
William  Watfon,  and  fome  of  the  other 
cafes,  were  truly  venereal  and  that  the  ve- 
nereal infection  was  conveyed  from  the  per- 
fons  from  whom  the  teeth  were  extracted. 

Let  any  man  read  the  feven  cafes  furnifhed 
by  the  Profeflbr,  and  attend  to  his  remarks 
upon  them  ;  I  am  confident  that  he  cannot 
then  hefitate  to  declare,  that  the  ProfefTor, 
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inftead  of  illuftrating  the  fubje6t,  has  la- 
boured to  obfcure  it;  inftead  of  coming 
boldly  to  an  explanation  of  the  matter  of 
fa6l,  has  written  a  defence ;  inftead  of  con- 
f effing  his  errors  in  opinion,  and  the  evils 
from  them  in  pra6lice,  has  laboui'ed  to  pro- 
tect them ;  has  ftudied  with  more  art,  than 
I  could  have  fufpe6led  him  of,  to  confound 
the  true  venereal  cafes  with  thofe  that  were 
the  effeft  of  fimple  irritation  ;  has  evidently 
colle6led  and  given  in  upon  the  fame  fcroll, 
the  cafes  which  bark  cured,  with  the  cafes 
which  bark  could  not  cure,  although  it  was 
confefledly  tried.  This  diftin(5lion  alone  ex- 
plains all  the  intentional  difficulties  which 
the  Profelfor  has  thrown  in  the  way. 

The  third  cafe  given  by  the  Profelfor, 
which  continued  three  years,  was  clearly  ve- 
nereal, and  more  cleanly  fo  than  his  former 
cafe  of  three  years  for     afcertaining  expe- 

riments."  I  fliall  produce  it  before  my 
readers. 

"  The  third  cafe  was  of  a  gentleman, 
"  v/here  the  tranfpl anted  tooth  remained, 
without  giving  the  leaft  difturbance,  for 
about  a  month,  when  the  edge  of  the 

y  gum 
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gum  began  to  ulcerate,  and  the  ulceration 
*'  went  on  till  the  tooth  dropped  out.  Some 
time  after,  fpots  appeared  almofl  every 
*'  where  in  the  fkin ;  tliey  had  not  the  truly 
"  venereal  appearance,   but  were  redder, 
"  or  more  tranfparent,  and  more  circum- 
"  fcribed.    He  had  alfo  a  tendency  to  a 
"  he6lick  fever,  fuch  as  a  leftlefTnefs,  want 
*'  of  fleep,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  head-ach. 
"  After  trying  feveral  things,  and  not  find- 
"  ing  relief,  he  was  put  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury,  and  all  difeafe  difappeared  ac- 
*'  cording  to  the  common  courfe  of  the  cure 
"  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  we  thought 
him  well  ;  but  fome  time  after,  the  famxC 
*'  appearances  returned,  with  the  addition 
*'  of  fwelling  in  the  bones  of  the  metacar- 
*'  pus."    Before  I  proceed  in  the  cafe,  I  afk 
the  Profeflbr,  how  he  came  not  .to  fpecify 
v/hat  appearances  returned  ?  Did  the  ulcers 
in  the  gum  return,  as  well  as  the  fpots  upon 
almoft  every  where  on  the  fkin  ?  "  He  was 
"  now  put  under  another  courfe  of  mer- 
"  cury  more  fevere  than  the  former,  and  in 
"  the  ufual  time  all  the  fymptoms  again 
difappeared.    Several  months  after,  the 
fame  eruptions  came  out  again,  but  not 
in  fo  great  a  degree  as  beforp,  and  with- 
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out  any  other  attendant  fymptoms."  Here 
then  we  find  at  leaft  no  frefh  ulcerations  on 
the  gum.  Perhaps  there  was  none  left  to 
be  ulcerated.  But  to  the  cafe.  "  He  a 
"  third  time  took  mercury,  but  it  was  only 
"  ten  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate  in  the 
"  whole,  and  he  got  quite  well.  The  time 
"  betv/een  his  firft  taking  mercury  and  his 
*'  being  cured,  was  a  fpace  of  three  years." 
The  Profefibr  only  doubts  that  this  cafe  was. 
.venereal^  becaufe,  after  two  compleat  courfes 
of  mercury,  it  yielded  to  ten  grains  of  cor- 
rofive fublimate.  And  cannot  he  for  once 
reconcile  himfelf  to  fo  obvious  a  truth  ? 
Cannot  he  conceive  that  a  difeafe  returnins: 
the  third  time,  and  much  more  faintly  than 
the  two  former,  and  after  two  compleat 
mercurial  courfes,  fliall  at  laft  yield  to  even 
lefs  than  ten  grains  of  corrofive  fublimate  ? 

But  how  could  the  ProfelTor  flatter  him- 
felf that,  by  mixing  thefe  feven  cafes  in  the 
manner  that  he  has,  the  venereal  would  not 
be  diflinguilhed  by  profelTional  men  from 
thofe  which  were  not  venereal  ?  That  pro- 
feffional  men "  could  not  difcei'n  in  the  true 
venereal  cafes,  the  local  eiTecls  of  virulent 
irritation,  and  the  conftitutional  alfefVion 

in 
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in  confequence  from  it  ?  And  that  they 
could  not  alfo  difcern  the  local  effefts  of 
common  irritation,  where  no  conflitutional 
afiection  was  in  confequence  produced,  and 
where  bark  did  cure,  becaufe  fuch  did  not 
partake  of  venereal  virulence  ?  Did  the  Pro- 
fellbr,  for  I  perfift  in  it,  that  he  has  -here 
publifhed  a  defence  of  himfelf,  a  defence  of 
the  fatal  confequences  of  his  erroneous  opi- 
nions, and  not  an  illuftration  of  the  viru- 
lent effe6ls  produced  from  tranfplantation 
of  teeth,  conceive,  hov/ever  men  uniformed 
may  not  difiiinguiih  the  difference,  that 
profeffional  men  could  not  point  out  the 
ftricken  deer  panting  with  the  poifonous 
fliafts  in  their  fides^  from  thofe  that  had 
received  a  common  accidental  injury,  when 
mingled  thus  by  him  in  the  fame  herd  ? 
This  I  can  fmile  at,  as  well  as  I  can  at  his 
query  upon  the  weak  efFecl  of  ten  grains  of 
fublimate  given  at  that  ftage  of  the  difeafe 
that  they  were,  and  as  well  as  at  Iiis  de- 
fining what  is  the  true  venereal  fhade  of 
.colour  in  eruptions  upon  the  (km.  Thefe 
I  call  fabtcrfuges  not  worthy  to  be  contro- 
verted, and  th^fc  only  prove  the  verdift 
more  inevitable,  that  muft  be  given  againfi: 
him. 

I  rnall 
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1  fliall  now  proceed  to  give  my  reader? 
my  account  of  the  cafe  of  the  young  lady, 
vind  which  is  alfo  given  by  Sir  William 
Watfon  in  the  London  Medical  Tranfac- 
tions.  But  as  there  are  fome  facls  which  I 
think  eflential  to  be  afcertained,  and  which 
were  overlooked  by  Sir  William,  he,  I  fup- 
pofe,  not  then  thinking  that  they  were  fo  ef- 
iential,  I  have  been  at  the  pains,  and  have 
fucceeded  tlirough  the  favour  of  a  very  va- 
luable friend,  and  who  is  not  of  the  pro- 
feflion,  of  coming  at  thofe  fa6ls.  I  pre- 
ferred this  opportunity  of  afcertaining  them, 
becaufe  I  was  thus  enabled  to  give  my  pure 
opinion  upon  the  fubjeft,  that  it  may  not  be 
faid,  I  either  imbibed  the  prejudices  or  par- 
tialities of  others. 

This  unfortunate  tranfa6lion  paffed  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1784.  A  lady,  aged 
21,  was  attended  at  the  day  appointed  for 
tranfplanting  an  incifor  tooth  on  Jthe  up- 
per jaw,  at  the  defire  of  the  dentift,  by  the 
Profeffor.  The  Profeflbr  examined  the  girl 
from  whom  the  tooth  was  to  be  taken,  in- 
fpeeled  the  tooth  when  drawn,  and  after 
having  rubbed  it  a  little  with  his  finger,  de- 
livered the  tooth  to  the  dentift  for  infertion. 
■  AlittlQ 
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A  little  uneafy  fenfation  continued  for  twd 
days.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  that 
fenfation  was  felt  to  encreafe,  and  to  fucli 
a  degree,  that  the  lady  again  applied  to  the 
dentift  for  relief.  The  dentift  having  exa- 
mined the  mouth,  conceived  it  to  be  a  cold 
caught  after  the  operation,  and  recom- 
mended treating  it  accordingly,  faying,  that 
he  could  no  otherwife  account  for  it.  The 
lady  went  then  into  the  country,  the  pain 
conftantly  exifting  and  encreafmg;  fhe  was 
from  thence  obliged  to  fend  to  town  for  the 
dentift.  The  dentift,  after  examining  her 
mouth,  faid,  he  had  ftill  hopes  of  its  turning 
out  well ;  but  begged,  in  cafe  of  continuing 
to  grow  worfe,  that  ftie  might  come  to  Lon- 
don, and  be  in  the  way  of  conftant  at- 
tendance. This  was  accordingly  complied 
with,  and  ftie  remained  at  the  houfe  of  the 
dentift  for  ten  days. 

Here  comes  in  the  time  when'  the  Pro- 
feflbr  fays,  "  The  dentift  being  alarmed  at 
"  the  firft  appearance,  defired  me  to  go  and 
"  fee  her  upon  his  own  account.   The  edge 
of  the  gum  was  juft  then  beginning  to 
ulcerate.    As  I  did  not  know  well  what 
was  beft  to  be  done,  1  defired  him  to  make 
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"  a  fcrong  fokition  of  ^corrolive  fublimate, 
"  and  let  the  mouth  be  often  wafhed  with 
"  it,  alfo  fome  hnt  foaked  in  it  and  applied 
"  to  the  part ;  but  as  this  did  not  ftop  its 
*'  progrefs,  flie  apphed  to  Dr.  Watfon,  to 
"  whofe  account  I  muft  refer  the  reader; 
"  and  from  that  account  I  muft  take  my 
"  materials  to  reafon  upon."*"  So  far  the 
Profelfor;  And  before  I  proceed  with  my 
cafe,  I  fhall  clear  up  a  few  points  with  him. 
How  came  the  ProfefTor  to  be  fo  much  at  a 
lofs,  as  not  to  know  well  what  was  beft  to  be 
done  ?  Ke  who  could  in  a  cafe  before  (the 
fourth)  ftop  the  hand  of  .another  furgeon 
•from  giving  mercury,  and  who  cured  another 
cafe  (tile  fifth)  which  he  calls  a  fimilar, 
and  which  I  deny  to  be  a  fmiilar  Cafe,  by 
bark  only  ?  He  who  in  the  third  cafe,  and 
.which  I  have  already  quoted,  could  try  fe  - 
veral  things,  and  not  find  relief,  till  mer^- 
cury  was  reforted  to  ?  He  who  can  reafon  fo 
fine,  fo  clear,  fo  minute,  and  fo  diftinft  ? 
He  who  can  correct  others  ?  He  who  has 
feen  almoft  all  the  cafes,  and  under  whofe 
own  immediate  wings,  the  fatal  fyftem  of 
tranfplanting  teeth  has  been  foftered  ?  He 
I'liot  to  know  well  what  was  beft  to  be  done, 

therefore 
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therefore  applies  a  flrong  folutioil  of  corro^ 
five  I'ublimate !  The  Profeffor  did  not  apply 
a  flrong  foiution  of  corrofive  fublimate,  be- 
caiife  he  fufpecled  the  ulceration  to  be  vene- 
real J  for  how  could  he,  when  he  denies  that 
the  infection  could  be  thus  conveyed ;  but 
becaufe  he  knew  not  well  what  was  beft  to 
be  done  !  The  praclice  of  fargery  is  arrived 
to  a  fine  pafs  indeed,  when  we  are  to  put  up 
with  fuch  reafons  as  thefe  ! 

Having  for  the  prefent  difmiffed  the  Pro- 
feffor, I  fhall  again  revert  to  the  hiflory  of 
my  cafe. 

From  the  houfe  of  the  dentifl,  the  lady 
was  removed  to  Knightlbridge.  Mr.  Pott 
was  fent  for  immediately  to  attend  her. 

Arid  here  I  muft  interrupt  my  narrative 
of  the  cafe  again,  to  make  way  for  a  few 
more  remarks.  I  am  altoniflied  that  Sir 
William  Watfon  never  mentioned  Mr.  Pott 
by  name.  Sir  WilHamonly  fays,  that  fhe 
"  was  put  under  the  care  of  an"  able  and  ex- 
"  perienced  furgeon^  who  exerted  his  utmoft 
"  for  her  relief."  And  the  very  ingenious 
editor  of  the  London  Medical  Journal  *  may 
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alfo  profit  from  this  information,  by  cor- 
re6ling,  where  he  fays  that  Sir  William 
Watfon  means  by  this  defcription  Mr.  Hun- 
ter ^  as  the  truth  now  turns  out  to  be,  that 
Sir  William,  under  this  defcription,  could 
not  mean  Mr.  Hunter,  but  Mr.  Pott.  Singu- 
lar as  this  circumftance  is,  yet  it  is  a  truth, 
that,  notv/ithftanding  the  various  publica- 
tions this  very  cafe  has  produced,  the  name 
of  the  furgeon  who  almoft  folely  attended 
it,  has  never  till  now  tranfpired  before  the 
Publick.  This  piece  of  information  is  very 
material  indeed  5  becaufe,  here  is  the  name  of 
the  furgeon  of  the  firft  profelTional  eminence 
brought  forth  to  our  knowledge,  and  whofe 
concern  in  the  cafe  could  not  have  been  pub- 
lickly  known,  neither  through  the  Obferva- 
tions  on  this  cafe,  made  by  Sir  William 
Watfon,  nor  through  the  Remarks  made 
by  Mr.  Hunter.  But  now  again  to  revert  to 
the  cafe. 

That  Mr.  Pott  applied  remedies  to  the  ul- 
ceration, gave  her  bark  in  deco6tion  and  in 
fubftance,  and  alfo  opium.  That  the  tooth, 
from  the  beginning,  never  faftened,  and  that 
it  was  now  out  of  her  mouth.  That  the  Pro- 
fefTor  never  faw  her  at  Knightibridge.  That 
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Sir  William  Watfon  was  acquainted  in  the 
family.  That  Sir  WiUiam  Watfon  faw  her 
at  Knightfbridge.  That  it  is  a  certain  afcer- 
tained  fa61:,  that  Mr,  Pott  and  Sir  William 
Watfon  confulted  together  five  or  fix  times 
only  upon  the  cafe.  That  the  ulcerations  did 
fpread  under  the  ufe  of  bark.  That  the  ulce- 
rations extended  along  the  palate  to  the  uvu- 
la. That  the  maxilla  fuperior  v^as  a  caries. 
That  a  fever  v^^as  on  her.  That  eruptions 
came  out.  That  fome  of  thefe  formed  into 
ulcers.  That  on  the  fcapula  and  knees,  thefe 
ulcers  were  corroding  and  cavernous.  That 
nodes  appeared  upon  the  bones.  That  thefe 
nodes  appeared  on  both  radii,  as  alfo  on  both 
tibiae.  That  fhe  had  no6lurnal  pains.  That 
Mr.  Pott  gave  her  mercury  internally,  and 
applied  it  afterwards  by  friction .  That  fhe 
was  in  a  downright  falivation.  That  all  the 
fymptoms  yielded  to  mercury.  That  flie  was 
removed  into  her  native  country,  perfe6lly 
free  of  all  venereal  fymptoms,  and  there  died 
heftick.  That  Mr.  Pott  conftantly  attended 
her  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  arid  that 
he  hath  not  the  fmalleft  doubt,,  hut  that  the 
cafe  was  truly  venereal. 
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Before  I  proceed  to  make  more  general  re- 
marks, I  muft  firft  of  all  give  my  reafons  to 
my  readers,  why,  although  opportunities 
have  offered,  I  did  not  apply  to  Mr.  Pott, 
though  I  knew  he  attended  almoll:  wholly 
this  cafe,  for  a  more  minute  information  of 
the  coming  on  of  the  fymptoms,  of  the  de- 
ftru(^ion  of  the  parts,  and  of  their  yielding 
altogether  to  the  effect  of  mercury.    I  have 
already  afferted,  that  I  chofe  rather  to  ftate  my 
general  fafts,  colle6led  from  a  gentleman 
who  was  not  of  the  profeffion,  but  nearly 
conrie6led  with  the  family,  and  who  had  taken 
much  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  cafe, 
becaufe  he  was  more  than  coldly  interefted. 
And  thefe  fa6ls,  thus  colle6led,  are  enough 
to  fatisfy  me.    Thefe  general  truths ,  together 
with  thofe  given  in  by  Sir  William  Watfon, 
prove  all  that  I  wanted,  that  the  bark  and 
opium,  and  other  remedies,  given  under 
"  an  able  and  experienced  furgeon,"  as  Sir 
William  very  emphatically  expreffes  him  to 
be,  failed.   That  mercury  was  then  appealed 
to,  and  that  mercury  in  this,  as  in  all  other 
venereal  cafeg,  effectually  removed  and  cured 
the  difeafQ, 
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I  have  here  afcertained,  that  the  fhip  ftruck 
upon  a  rockj  owing  to  the  ignorance  or  ob- 
ftinacy  of  her  original  pilots  on  board.  I 
have  here  afcertained  the  rock  that  the  fhip 
ftruck  upon.  I  have  afcertained  in  general 
the  damage  that  Ihe  fuftained.  the  order  in 
which  the  rigging  gave  way,  and  how  fhe 
was  at  lafl  got  off.  I  have  here  furnifhed 
myfelfwith  fuch  material  evidence,  as  tojuf- 
tify  me  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  to  declare, 
that  the  man  who  now  doubts  that  this  cafe 
was  venereal,  muft  be  a  defpicable  ideot,  or  a 
felf-important,  audacious,  and  dangerous  im- 
poflor, 

Sir  William  Watfon  fays,  "  that  the  pro- 
"  grefs  of  this  putrid  difeafe  not  being  im- 

peded  by  the  moft  powerful  antifeptics, 

in  liberal  dofes;  and  its  giving  way  to 
*'  mercurials,  even  in  fmall  ones,  cannot 

but  furnifh  room  to  fuggeft,  that  the  taint 
*'  was  truly  venereal,"  This,  I  think,  proves 
what  his  opinion  was  of  the  cafe.  But  Sir 
William  afterwards,  with  great  diffidence, 
leaves  the  cafe  for  difcuffion,  and  offers  it  to 
profeffional  men,  as  a  proportion. 
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And  now  for  my  remarks  upon  the  Pro- 
felibr's  defence  of  the  cafe  as  it  was  given  in 
by  Sir  Will  iam  Watfon ;  for  to  **  that  ac- 
count, he  fays,  he  muft  take  his  materials 
to  reafon  upon." 

The  cafe,"  fays  the  ProfelTor,  "  appears 
to  be  fuppofed  at  laft  to  be  venereal,  what- 
*'  evei*  might  have  been  the  firft  opinion, 
"  and  for  the  two  following  reafons  ^  firft, 
"  from  the  mode  of  catching  the  difeafe 
"  being  polTiblei  and  fecondly,  from  its 
*'  not  giving  way  to  medicines  which  are  of 
"  no  fervice  in  the  venereal  difeafe  j  and  this 
"  opinion  appears  to  have  been  confirmed 
by  the  difeafe  giving  way  to  mercury." 

I  fliall  firfl:  of  all  requeft  that  my  readers 
will  take  notice,  that  the  Profeiibr  is  at  laft 
driven  to  the  neceffity  of  admitting,  what 
he  has  never  before  admitted  throughout  the 
great  work!  that  "  the  mode  of  catching 
"  the  difeafe  was  poffible !"  I  am  aware  that 
here  he  fpeaks  the  opinions  of  others  j  but 
he  has  already  confeffed,  "  I  befieve  we  muft 
"  allow,  if  thefe  are  venereal,  it  muft  have 
"  been  the  lues  venerea  in  the  perfon  from 
^'  whom  the  tooth  was  taken."    That  furely 
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is  admitting  the  poffibility.    But  I  care  not 
whether  he  admits  it  or  not.    I  lay  no  Hrefs 
upon  it.    We  do  not  want  the  confelTion 
from  the  perfon  charged,  to  prove  his  guilt. 
So  unfortunate  is  the  Profeflbr,  that  here  he 
cannot  even  make  ufeof  his  former  plea,  and 
which  he  invoked  in  his  fourth  cafe  3  for  the 
tooth  was  out  long  ago,  and  others  alfo.  What 
he  with  his  ufual  fhynefs  calls  "  medicines 
"  which  are  of  no  fervice  in  the  venereal 
"  difeafe,"  were  bark  and  opium.    If  they 
be  of  no  fervice  in  any  condition  of  the  dif- 
eafe, the  ProfelTor  then  himfelf  has  moft 
grofsly  infulted  his  readers.    Bark  was  given, 
the  fymptoms  increafed  under  its  aclion. 
All  the  freedom  that  can  be  exa6led  by  the 
ProfelTor  was  given  to  other  remedies,  but 
without  the  leaft  abatement  of  the  virulent 
fymptoms.    The  fymptomatick  fever  raged. 
Eruptions  and  other  fymptoms  then  fol- 
lowed.   Mercury  could  then  be  given  ;  mer- 
cury was  then  given,  and  the  venereal  fymp- 
toms yielded  to  it.    If  mercury  had  been 
given  in  the  firft  inftance,  and  the  fymptoms 
had  then  increafed,  the  Profeffor  would  have 
denied  that  the  difeafe  was  venereal;  he  would 
have  then  called  it  the  "  new  difeale."  If 
mercuiy  had  been  given  in  the  firfc  inflance, 

and 
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and  the  fymptoms  had  yielded  to  it,  then  the 
ProfefTor  would  have  laid,  that  the  difeafe 
would  have  done  well  without  mercury. 
For  thus  has  he  faid  in  his  Comment  upon 
the  Fourth  Cafe  :  "If  that  the  lady  had  gone 
"  through  a  courfe  of  mercury,  fhe  would 
"  have  in  all  probability  alfo  got  well."  But 
here  other  remedies  had  their  fcope.  They 
failed.  The  difeafe  rapidly  increafed  during 
their  ufe,  and  only  gave  way  to  mercury. 
Where  then  is  there  a  twig  for  the  Profelibr 
to  grafp  at  ? 

The  ProfefTor  complains,  that  "  atten- 
tion," by  Sir  William  Watfon,  "  had  not 
"  been  paid  to  the  necelTary  circumftan- 
"  ces  fufficient  to  determine  it  to  be  vene- 
"  real."  But  yet  we  find  that  the  Profeffor 
is  informed  of  enough  from  him  to  •  ground 
difputation  upon,  and  that  it  arifes  out  of 
the  reports,  as  given  of  the  cafe  by  Sir 
William.  For  the  Profeffor,  now  that  he 
has  yielded  up  the  firfl  point,  now  that  he 
has  fo  far  given  way  as  to  admit  that  "  the 
"  catching  of  the  difeafe  thus  may  be  pof- 
"  fible,"  feems  determined  to  fall  like  a  hero, 
to  fall  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  laft 
ditch ! 

«  The 
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"  The  cafe  does  not  perfectly  agree  with 
"  the  common  attending  circumftances 

"  the  venereal.''  "  The  progrefs  of  thp 

"  ulceration  in  the  mouth,  which  was  the 
"  firft  fymptom,  was  by  much  too  rapid  for 

a  venereal  ulcer  in  common  j  for  it  muifl: 
*'  be  confidered,  if  venereal,  fimply  as  a 
"  chancre,  ar  local  atFe6tion.'*  J  agree  wiljk 
the  ProfeiTor,  that  in  the  firft  inftance  the  ' 
cafe  was  local.  And  in  order  to  indulge  him 
as  much  as  I  ought  in  his  defence,  I  will  fee 
how  foon  he  defines  a  chancre  to  come  on. 

"  I  have  known  cafes  where  the  chancres 
"  have  appeared  in  twenty-four  hours,  and 
"  I  have  known  them  feven  weeks.''  As  tp 
the  rapidity  of  the  fymptoms,  if  he  means ' 
virulence  of  fymptoms  arid  in  a  fliort  time, 
why  then  I  am  extremely  forry,  for  his. own 
honour,  to  find  that  he  is  driven  to  fuch  a 
fubterfugcj  for  ai-gument  I  fhall  notc^ll  it. 

"  Now,"  fays  the  Profeffor,  "  let  us  trace 
**  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  into  the  con- 

ftitution."  And  here  his  defponding  fpi- 
rit  feems  to  revive.  He  here  quotes  this  paf- 
fage  from  Sir  William  W atfon's  Cafe .  ' '  When 
"  the  local  difeafe  was  making  rapid  progrefs, 
**  blotches  appeared  on  her  face,  neck,  and 
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"  various  parts  of  her  body  ^  feveral  of  thofe 
"  became  ulcerated  painful  fores" — "  Now," 
fays  the  ProfefTor,  "  this  date  of  the  confti- 
"  tutional  alFeaions  following  the  local,  is 
"  by  much  too  foon  to  be  venereal.  We 
"  know  if  a  lues  venerea  arifes  from  a  go- 
"  norrlioea,"  (Does  he  tdk  of  gonorrhoea  !) 

or  chancre,  it  does  not  appear  in  common 
"  till  about  fix  weeks  j  often  much  later, 

but  feldom  fooner."  And  does  the  Pro- 
felTor  pretend  to  be  ferious  in  this  argu- 
ment ?  Does  he  prefume,  that  fuch  an  ar- 
gument can  have  the  leaft  weight  with  pro- 
feffional  men  ?  Has  he  fuch  an  idea  of  hu- 
man ability,  that  the  fcale  of  it  will  be  found 
fo  low  as  to  defcend  to  fuch  a  fervile  and 
implicit  fubmiflion,  to  receive  fuch  an  igno- 
rant or  mean  opinion,  becaufe  that  it  is  dic- 
tated by  him  ? 

The  tooth  which  was  drawn,  expofed  the 
the  part  from  whence  it  was  taken.  The  in-? 
fe6lion  conveyed  by  the  tranfplanted  tooth, 
was  immediately  a6live  in  a  double  capacity. 
Inftead  of  waiting  the  procefs  of  the  com- 
mencement of  deftru6lion  of  parts,  which  is 
the  beginning  of  chancre  on  the  glans  penis, 
when  it  was  previoufly  in  a  found  flate, 

here 
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here  the  vh'us  was  inftantaneoufly  commu- 
nicated to  lacerated  blood  veflels.  The  efFe6l 
from  that  communication  as  inftantaneoufly 
took  place.  The  common  medium  of  in- 
trodu6lion  of  poifon,  by  abforption,  perhaps 
had  but  a  part  of  concern  in  diffufmg  the 
infe6lion  into  the  blood  at  firft.  No  bubo 
came  on.  But  the  local  fpreading  virulent 
ulceration,  ftill  added  to  the  conftitutional 
afFe6lion.  And  hence  it  appears,  why  that 
the  corrofive  fublimate,  applied  in  a  ftrong 
folution  by  the  ProfefTor,  failed.  For  his 
view  was  hmilar  to  the  fame,  in  his  treat- 
ment of  chancre.  He  meant  to  deftroy  the 
local  infe6lion,  conveyed  to  the  part  by  the 
tranfplanted  tooth,  in  a  private  compendious 
manner  ;  by  the  firft  intention ;  by  a  coup 
de  main.  But  the  difeafe  had  already  gone 
beyond  the  ProfefTor's  fpecific  bounds  j" 
it  had  already  gone  into  the  blood.  The 
Profeffor  was  enfnared  by  one  of  his  own 
toils.  For  the  fymptomatick  fever  foon  after 
was  found  to  be  rapid  in  its  advances.  The 
Profeflbr's  fecret  intention  was  thus  defeat- 
ed. And  although  unfortunate  indeed  for  the 
unhappy  viftim  whofe  fate  I  deplore,  yet  I 
hold  it  fortunate  for  fociety,  that  this  cafe 
hath  thus  come  to  light  5  for,  what  further 
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ptboh  might  have  been  exa6led  to  convinc(^ 
determined  ■kepticilm,  or  a  man  fo  over- 
heated in  the  purfait  of  interefl,  as  to  lofe 
fight  of  humanity,  I  cannot  fathom  ! 

the  ProfefTor  affigns,  as  another  reafon 
for  his  not  beUeving  that  the  difeafe  was  ve- 
nereal, becaufe  that  the  fymptoms,  which 
were  rapid,  yielded  to  too  little  quantity  of 
mercury.  If  he  means  to  proportionate  the 
requifite  quantity  of  mercury  by  calculation, 
inftead  of  by  efFe£l,  I  lhali  aflure  him,  that 
the  calculation  may  be  erroneous,  when  the 
efFeft  cannot  be  fo.  It  is  with  much  more 
truth,  that  we  can  determine  upon  the  ne- 
ceffary  quantity  of  mercury  to  be  given,  by 
the  effeft  that  it  hath  on  removing  the  ve- 
nereal fymptoms,  than  by  any  previous  af- 
fertions  of  calculated  quantity  that  may  be 
neceffary.  This  point  has  already  been  con- 
tefled.  The  appeal  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
us  both.  It  is  now  before  the  profeflion,  to 
be  determined  upon  from  the  refult  of  their 
theory  and  practice.  Calomel  was  given  for 
ten  days,  in  fmall  quantities.  As  much  mer- 
cury was  rubbed  in  as  the  lady  could  bear, 
for  twelve  days  longer.  She  was  falivated  by 
mercury.    The  venereal  fymptoms,  in  con- 
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fequence,  all  difappeared,  and  when  nothing 
but  mercury  could  caufe  them  to  difappear. 
Let  then  the  Profeifor,  if  he  can,  "  rail  the 
"  feai  from  off  this  bond  !" 

"  When  we  confider,  that  the  girls  from 
"  whom  the  teeth  were  taken,  had  not  the 
"  leaft  appearance  of  difeafe  at  the  time,  and 
*'  had  none  when  the  difeafe  broke  out  in  the 
"  perfon  who  received  the  teeth,  it  becomes 
"  ftrange,  that  it  fhould  break  out  in  the 
"  receiver,  and  not  in  the  giver."  This  i^ 
the  fheet-anchor  upon  which  the  Profeffor 
refts  his  hope.  If  the  blood,  when  contami- 
nated, could  not  impart  that  contamination 
to  another,  it  would  then  be  impoffible  that 
the  difeafe  could  break  out  in  the  receiver  on 
a  local  part,  when  no  local  part  was  found 
to  be  afFe6led  in  the  giver.  But  as  contami- 
nated blood,  from  the  fa6ls  that  I  have  al- 
ready given,  can  convey  the  infeftion,  it  only 
Remains  for  me  further  to  prove,  that  poifons 
received  by  a  frefh  perfon  will  be  more  a6tive 
and  rapid,  in  their  effects,  than  they  wer^ 
with  the  giver.  Thefe  "  young  girls,"  as  the 
Profeffor  calls  them,  expofed  to  venereal  in- 
fe61:ion,  remain  a  long  while  without  any 
formed  attack,  whilft  that  the  infe6lion  is 

cir- 
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circulating  witli  the  blood,  yet  a  frefli  per- 
Ibn  receiving  the  infe6tion  from  them  lhall 
fuddenly  feel  all  the  virulence  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  This  is  confiftent  with  the  laws  of 
all  poifons,  or  when  putrid  difeafcs  prevail, 
no  nurfes  would  ever  be  fafe ;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  would  be  early  vi61ims.  Yet 
thefe  nurfes,  apparently  well,  may  infecl  a 
frefh  perfon,  not  accuftomed  to  breathe  the 
infeftious  air  of  prifons  or  foul  hofpitals ; 
and  that  perfon  may  experience  the  full  force 
of  the  virulent  infe6lion,  * 

But  the  ProfefTor  dwells  very  much  upon 
this  i  that  as  the  local  fymptom  of  infec- 
tion was  a  chancre  on  the  gum,  near  to  the 
ti'anfplanted  venereal  tooth,  fo  the  gum  from 
whence  the  tooth  was  drawn,  fliould  have 
had  a  chancre  on  it  alfo.  That  the  infec- 
tion might  have  been  conveyed  that  way, 
I  will  admit ;  and  that  it  was  not  fo  conveyed, 
I  will  admit  alfo.  But  becaufe  it  was  not 
conveyed  that  way,  is  every  other  way  pre- 
cluded ?  Does  not  the  Profeflbr  feel  his 
miftake?  or  hath  not /yet  his  dentill:  di'awn 
the  error  out  of  his  head  ?  Is  he  not  aware 

that 

•  Vide  the  Paper  by  Dr.  John  Hunter,  London  Medical 
Tranfadions,  vol.  iii. 
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that,  in  this  fatal  indance,  the  local  infection 

could  not  have  been  received  in  the  fame 

form  that  it  was  given  ?  In  the  giver,  the 

blood  was  contaminated.    In  the  receiver, 

the  gum  locally  partook  of  the  contamina!- 

tion.    But  where  is  this  young  girl  ?  Hath 

llie  been  produced  in  evidence  by  and  for  the 

ProfefTor  ?  Have  we  been  affured  after  her 

tooth  was  drawn  that  her  gum  healed  up 

found  ?  Why  had  fhe  not  been  fought  out  ? 

Why  had  fhe  no  part  allotted  in  the  defence 

of  the  Profeflbr  ?  Why  was  fhe  not  feen  even 

in  the  background  of  the  cafe  ?  She,  at  leaft, 

owed  obligations  for  the  Profeflbr's  hand- 

forne  report  of  her,  and  at  any  rate  through 

him  received,  "  duke  mimus  pro  immcrt 
*'  amaroU' 

Is  it  not  experienced  every  day  in  hofpi- 
tals,  that  lues  venerea  is  often  firft  found 
lurking  in  the  habit  from  a  wound,  which 
had  been  received  by  accident,  afluming  an 
ill  condition  ?  Even  when  a  venereal  fymp- 
torn  is  local  in  the  giver,  mufb  it  neceflariiy 
be  the  fame  local  fymptom  in  the  receiver  ? 

One  more  quotation  from  the  Profeflbr, 
and  then  perhaps  our  literary  conteft  upon 

this 
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this  fubje(5l:  is  done  for  ever.  For  the  great 
work  has  long  enough  lain  expofed  in  pub- 
lick  ftate,  I  am  now  about  to  furround  it 
with  a  winding  fheet,  and  to  fcrew  down  the 
lid  of  the  coffin !  But  it  muft  be  nearly 
"  the  fame  thing  to  thofe  who  want  to  have 
"  teeth  tranfplanted,  whether  my  reafoning 
"  is  juft  or  not  j  for  a  difeafe  in  confequence 
"  of  the  operation,  moft  certainly  has  taken 
"  place  i  and  in  fome  cafes  this  has  been 
"  worfe,  or  cured  with  more  difficulty  than 
"  the  lues  venerea  in  common."  Through 
whofe  theory  was  it  that  this  difeafe  was 
created  ?  Under  whofe  new  opinion  was  this 
fyftem  of  tranfplanting  of  teeth  revived  ? 
Hath  not  the  Profeffor  fuffered  another  evil 
to  efcape  from  out  of  the  box  of  Pandora  ? 
Cadmus  tranfplanted  teeth,  and  propagated 
warriors. — The  Profeffor  and  his  dentift 
tranfplanted  teeth,  and  propogated  lues  ve- 
nerea ! — The  Profeffor  and  his  dentift  have 
not  even  the  Cadmea  viBoria  to  boaft  of  ! 
But  how  came  the  Profeffor  to  be  the  obfe- 
quious  attendant  upon  tranfplanters  of  teeth? 
What  bufmefs  had  he  there,  of  all  profef- 
fional  men  ?  When  he  denied  the  poffibiUty 
of  infeftion,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  re- 
ceived pay  for  guarding  that  pofTibility  ! 

Let 
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Let  him  reconcile  this  as  a  man  of  honour 
ought ! 

The  Profeflbr's  whole  fyftem  of  the  lues 
venerea  is  founded  upon  this  bafis  :  That 
blood  contaminated  with  venereal  virus  can- 
not contaminate  a  found  perfon.  It  only 
now  remains  for  m.e  to  declaie  that  that 
fyftem  is  both  falfe  and  dangerous  j  and 
havmg  proved  as  much,  I  truf^  that  the 
Profeffor  will  hereafter  infult  us  with  no 
more  of  his  new  opinions.  Fallen  ambition 
hatli  often  experienced  a  fafe  retreat,  and 
received  an  unexpefted  comfort  in  lowly 
humiliation.  The  rafh  pilot  that  is  wrecked 
at  fea,  conligns  himfelf  to  a  plank,  and  pro- 
longs his  life  by  implicitly  yielding  to  the 
power  of  the  waves;  for  if  heftruggled,  they 
would  no  longer  pafs  fmoothly  over  him, 
and  break  beyond  him;  cheered  by  the  fight 
of  a  friendly  bark,  he  is  fubmiffive  until  he 
be  picked  up ;  he  will  not  dare  the  proud 
power  of  the  waves ;  they  would  dafh  againft 
his  vain  but  feeble  refinance,  and  indig- 
nantly precipitate  him  to  the  deep  ! 


I  mufl:  now  addrefs  myfelf  in  particular 
to  the  tranfplanters  of  teeth  in  this  country. 

C  c  To 
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To  them  I  fliall  only  give  my  charge.  They 
are  not  to  expeft  that  I  fhall  go  into  argu- 
ment with  them.  They  are  to  take  their 
inftru6lions  from  that  which  I  have  already 
preferred  before  their  mafler,  the  Profeffor. 
He  being  ah-eady  defeated,  they  muft  of 
Courfe  furrender  at  my  difcretion. 

Tigrlm  vincCj  levemque  pajjerinum. 
Nulla  ejl  gloria  praterire  afellos^* 

I  muft  infift  that  they  do  either  abandon 
this  operation  altogether,  or  take  upon  them- 
felves  to  extra6l  the  tooth  to  be  tranfplanted 
only  from  a  perfon  in  whom  they  can  by 
means  of  family,  charadler,  refidence,  and 
age,  abfolutely  confide ;  that  there  may  not 
remain  in  confequence  a  caufe  for  fufpieion 
of  thus  conveying  the  infe6lion.    If  it  be 
fa,id,  that  only  loofe  young  gids,  not  be- 
friended, nor  prote6ted,  offer  themfelves  for 
fucli  a  facrifice  j  if  it  be  faid,  that  young 
girls,  who  have  parents  that  feel  for  them, 
as  they  feel  for  themfelves,  that  fpurn  at 
the  humiliation  a-s  they  would  fpurn  at  their 
fedu6lion ;  that  would  as  foon  confent  to  the 
immolation  of  the  whole  of  their  perfons, 

•  Mart.  Epig.  iri  LabulTmu, 
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as  to  fach  a  part,  in  fuch  a  caufe  j  that 
would,  like  the  father  of  Califta,  in  the 
Fair  Penitent,  rather  lead  their  daughters  to 
death  than  permit  them  from  whatever  ne- 
ceffity,  to  degrade  thus  human  nature  whilft 
living ;  if  it  be  faid,  that  from  thefe  reafons, 
no  other  fubje6ls  are  offered  up  as  facrifices 
to  pride  and  avarice,  but  young  and  unpro- 
te6led' girls,  why  then  I  fliall  be  able  to  fix 
my  charge,  and  to  deliver  that  fixed  charge 
v/ithout  hefitation.  For  it  is  neither  the 
dread  of  an  individual,  nor  of  any  particular 
clafs  in  fociety  that  fliall  fwerve  me  from 
preferring  the  truth.  For  to  the  caufe  of 
truth,  to  my  own  honour,  and  to  publick 
fafety,  all  lower  confiderations  mufl  give  way. 
For  if  at  my  time  of  life  I  were  not  equal  to 
fupport  this  pretenfion,  I  fliould  be  unwor- 
thy to  write,  unworthy  of  the  confidence  of 
the  world,  and  fo  far  from  profit  being  de- 
rived from  the  flruggle  that  I  have  made 
hitherto  in  the  fupport  of  truth  againfl 
ftrong  oppofition,  if  that  my  ^6lions  had 
jiot  been  in  harmony  with  my  feelings,  I 
muft  long  fmce  have  given  yp  the  con- 
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I  fhall^'now  give  in  this  my  charge  to 
thefe  tranfplanters  of  teeth.  Notwithftand- 
iiig  they  have  hitherto,  from  want  of  know- 
ing better,  been  buoyed  up  and  counte- 
nanced in  the  pra6lice ;  notwithftanding 
the  authority  of  the  Profeflbr  at  their  elbow 
may  have  hitherto  exculpated  them  in  the 
opinions  of  moderate  men  j  and  notwith- 
ftanding  hitherto  they  are,  as  they  ought  to 
be,  pardoned  and  acquitted ;  yet  feeing  now 
that  the  cafe  is  altered,  that  the  authority 
of  the  ProfefTor  is  no  longer  of  any  validity, 
that  the  whole  of  the  ProfclHon  revolt  at  it,, 
becaufe  that  the  errors,  which  he  is  charged 
withal  are  proved  againft  him,  it  only  re- 
mains for  me  to  forewarn  them  and  friendly 
to  inftrud  th-em,  that,  whether  they  are 
hereafter  infligated  by  the  continued  pre- 
fence  of  the  Profeflbr  or  not,  if  they  pur- 
fue  the  fame  praftice,  they  then  purfae  it 
with  their  eyes  opened ;  that  if  they  do  not 
give  in  a  previous  declaration  of  what  may 
happen,  not  only  to  the  perfons  who  apply 
to  them  for  the  tranfplanting  of  teeth,  but 
alfo  to  their  relatives  and  friends,  and  that 
if  bad  confequences  do  after  follow,  t!ien 
they  muH:  not  exped  that  that  which  they  had 
taken  on  themfelves,  in  deliance  of  general 
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;3rofefrional  opinion,  on  the,  ho'ir  of  trial, 
hoiild  meet  with  profcfTiona^  fuppoit.  They 
:an  neither  then  come  within  the  pale  of 
•:heir  compaffion  nor  of  their  proteftioxi. 
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